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NRFEW HURTS ALL BROADWAY 





25%, Ceiling on Income Taxation May Af 


Prolong 207, Amus. Tax Bite Indef 


Washington, Marc} 

Th amusement industry, now 
earrving the weight of a 20% amuse 
ment tax, has cause to worry ove! 
the ) growing prospects of a proposed 
( stitutional amendment which 
VOL uld prevent the government from 


levving more than 25% income tax 
irrespective of the size of the in 
come 

Already 17. state legislatures have 


mat- 
15 
pe- 


petitioned Congress to put the 
ter to the people for a vote. If 
state legislatures similarly 


more 


tition, Congress would act and there 
is a very good chance of a favorable 
popular vote on the 25% ceiling 

If the amendment should carry, 
it would probably be a long. long 
time before the' 20% bifes on the- 
atres, niteries, etc., would be low- 
ered—if ever. While some toppers 
in show biz would benefit substan- 
tially by the reduction, lower peace- 


(Continued on page 52) 


Latch On to Frock Coats, 
Song Pluggers, and Get 
Into Madison Ave. Groove | 


By DON WALSH 





That's the rertisi isines for | ; 
. adveftising busi . | because of prices. 


'a $10,000 weekly tag, while 


you! 
Here's Batten, Barton, Durstine & 
Osborn, Inc., known far and wide 


as one of the most conservative and 
staid agencies in the field, winding 
up as—ef all things—a songplugger. 
Chronology of this strange 
affairs follows: 

Oneida, Ltd., manufacturers of 
Commynity silver plate, of Oneida, 
N. Y., through BBD&O, have been 
conducting a mag campaign based 


of 


on returning servicemen using a 
series of reproduced paintings in 
color titled, “Back Home. For 


Keeps.” All the pictures showed a 
“back home” GI greeting his swect- 
heart as a tie-in with Oneida’s post- 
wat merchandising campaign 

The theme clicked and letters fo 
reprints started coming in from 
servicemen and their gals from 

‘Continued on page 49) 


all 


Home Radio Sets at Peak 
Despite No Production 


Washington, March 6 

A total of 33,100,000 individual 
Amertcan homes now have radio 
receiving sets, the largest numbe1 
in history. This despite the fact 
that there has been no production 
of radio receivers during the last 
couple of years. 

Figure was announced here yes- 
terday (Mon.) by Lewis Av ery, NAB 
director of broadcast advertising. 
Increase came about, said Avery. 


| the 
| Major 
| ment, however, 
| hung on the film people. 


| the market 
have been nixed so far by bookers | 


They Get Drunk Fast 


| double his salary 


state | Tels 





Patriotic aii 


Miami Beach, March 6 
the curfew went 
the “patriotic if 
scofflaw 
that. 
ht curfew, 
roulette, craps, 
earlie! So 


As 


it to 


soon 
effect 


Wise 


as 


gamble 
because of 
chemin-de- 
etc., would 
now they're 
from 1 p.m. on, but 

close at the witching pel 

the Byrnes edict. 
seaiahaaiiil ee 


Summer a Hot Period 


For Film Names’ P.A.s 
But Prices Create Bar 


otnel 
posted notices 
the midnig 
fe) 

start 
gambling 
hour, 


————____ 





Summer 


and pressure by studios on their 


| stars to go into vaude are expected to 


produce a bumper crop of names on 
vaude circuits this sunrmer. 
hitch for vauders, 
is the high price tags 


. A 4 } 
let-up in picture making | 


at the mo- | 


John Carroll is now being submit- | 


while William 
both on 
weeks, 


ted at $5,000 weekly, 
Bendix and W. C. Fields, 
for about two 


Bendix came with 
Fields 
was appraised at $12,000. 

John Boles being submitted to 
vaude houses for $5,000 weekly, 
since his last 
for the upped 
the 
ciara act 


CURFEW SEEN NIPPING 
SEVENTH WAR LOAN’ 


The curfew will doubtless be re- | 
flected when the 7th War Loan drive 
starts in May. Volume.of bonds 

iid by actors in night clubs and 


is 


date. Reason 
wage is his run in 


(Continued on 49) 


t catres was important in the previous 
k 


| 14 to June 


through the shift of many sets from | 


homes which 
into homes 
viously. 


than 
none 


had more 
that had 


one 


pre- | 


drives. but with those places dar 
sale to individuals will certainly 
clipped That is where .the 


the 
be 
Treasury 
lls 
grind for theatres 
show biz in 
Seventh War Loan is 
basis of Friday's an- 
nouncement Treasury Secretary 
Henry Morgenthau, Jr 
He announced a 
goal, of which $7,000,000,000 is to be 
sold to individuals. Of this, a rec- 
ord-breaking $4,000,000,000 quota is 
earmarked for Series “E” bonds, the 
kind sold in film houses and by 
some other centers of amusement 
Drive will formally run from May 
30. However, an “inten- 
sification” of “E” bond sales will 
begin April 9 and will carry through 
until July 7. This indicates that the 
theatres, etc., will be pushing bonds 
for Uncle Sam for’ 
without a breather. 


tougn 
branches of 


A long 
and othe 
the 


seen 


coming 
on the 


bv 


| hit 


——— Hi 


lol al 
lain 

















Taxi (Booze) Service 


The peripetatic bootlegger is 


another new curfew evolution 
among the nighthawk cabbie 
If vou look right they hoist a 
bottle of Scotch or rye for a 
quick swig in the back seat as 
they chauffeur you around 





‘More Burdens Placed 


By JACK PULASKI 

Broadway is turning into a ghost} 
street 

That's the way it looks after one} 
veek of midnight curfe Othe 
localities are similarly affected but | 
for the world’s greatest metropoli 
to fold up like a tanker in the deep | 
ticks is incongruot It’s quite evi- 
dent that the curfew is the most 
radical wartime experiment in the 
nation’s history, and by placing the 
citizenry on what is in effect martial 





attractions, is slowing up, while} 


| we must ‘all saerifice in order 


On Homefront Good For 


to win 
t.” he added. 


law, Broadway has beer hardest hit 

If the curfew is not modified o1 Gl Ab i M | 
eliminated, the legit season may | $ roa aione 
spinner aged aaa edesia ngnewes is Confirming the impression that | 
loaded with shows, many of them| what is behind the midnight curfew | 
|is soldier opinion abroad, Ted Ma- | 
‘lone, Blue network correspondent 
1] o ; ' 
Curfew’s effect on Broadway | just back from the European Theatre | 
| legit herewith lof Operations, Monday (5) said, | 
| Effect on the national picture “Any ruling which puts more bur- | 
t . QR: dint SaWecedinns Page 3 ‘| den on the people at home raises the 
Effect on niteries nationally | | morale of GI’s abroad. 
(biz Off 25-45%) ...... Page 23 “Not that they get malicious glee | 
| }out of it. but they feel that divilians | 
in the U. S. must be de to realize 
standout successes. but the age ney | that this Ge >a seitiiehs pal Soa 
| sale of tickets, even for those legit | 8. 
| 


just | 
Va- | 


successful | 


(Continued on page 23) 





Now and Also Gum Up 


Legits Coincidentally 


During the first week of 


ifew it was noticed that more play- 
goers arrived at theatres’ well- 
liquored than heretofore. It was 


| more evident among parties of four, 


| sixe 


Ming 


ol rather than 
merge ™ 

avy Commander 
he wife entered a 


over-exhilarated 


eight persons 
accompanied 
hit-legiter 


| so that wife 


| tripped going down the aisle, falling 


ance 


| Knowing 
Department is due to step} 


$14,000,000,000 | 


three months | 


Because of the disturb- 
were politely ushered to 

Officer explained he 
extended sea duty. 
was little time to 
performance, they 
dinner. 


face. 
they 
lobby. 
just in fron 
there 
celebrate after the 
imbibed during and aftei 


;on hei 


the 
was 








——— 





The Lunchtime Beat 


Another effect 
Winchell and Lyons are 


of the curfew: 
cover- 


ing Lindy’s at lunchtime, and 
Winchell is going back to catch- 
ing shows—anything to keep 
busy 

“Besides, seeing the shows,” 
says the suntanned Winchell, just 
back from his annual prolonged 
vacation in Florida, “will give 


me something to chin about after 
midnight.” 

The big thing now is where to 
go after 12. Looks like a big 
ginrummy season, and the guy 
with the most liquor winds up 
playing host to his cuffo guests 


|close to the front are most grateful 


| bring entertainment to them. 
Troupes are known to have been 
|playing for companies in towns in 


| Belgium immediately prior to their 


the cur- | 
'on troop trains and rest bases behind 


! 





—e 





He declared that GIs fighting up 


for USO-Camp Shows troupers who 


recapture by the Germans late last 





year. Several times, due to prevail- 
ing conditions, such as lack of space | 


the front lines, singers would have | 
to go through their paces without | 
any aceompaniment at all. 


“It's easy to please people who 
have so little,” Malone sald 

He condemned the newspaper 

(Continyed on page 46) 


FOR avy A 


re — — 


| almost immediately after 
| eration 


FFT Pix- Radio Boys on Coast Stake Video 
NIGHT. Claim; Prelude to East-West Warfare? 


By ABEL 


Always agitating 


GREEN 


that Goast 


the 
become the capital of all show 
the thinks it* 
in 
To 
broadcasting 


DUBI- 


ness pix-radio bunch 


really has something tele- 


the con\ 


now 


Vision as ince! heat 


‘ 


the Coast filn al 
studlo 
no 
of 
make Hollywood the 
all television. 

When one reminds the 
that with the Broadway 
Radio City as a New York landmark, 
plus some still existing eastern film 
studios, the east might well become 
the television centre, it gets the 
coast defenders into a all over 


1a 
executives there's 


but 


give oul 


question that the blending 


the two arts, via video, must 


focal point for 


Coastites 
legit, plus 


ste Ww 
again. 
But, east o1 


west, there’s no gain- 


(Continuéd on page 2) 


Youle ¥en Cut a Rug,’ 
Yank GI Jive Impact 
On Not-Too-Gay Paree 


American films, four and five 
years old, are doing sensational 
business in the cold, unheated 


houses of Paris, according to Burnet 
Hershey, playwright, radio com- 
mentator and Liberty’s war cor- 
respondent, who last week returned 
from a four-month trip on the Con- 
tinent. 

These films appeared miraculously 
Allied IM- 
have since 


of the city, and 


| been playing to packed houses, wit 


crowds waiting in the cold for hours 
to get in. It was explained by Mer- 
shey that some exhibitors, caught 
short with the pictures when the 


| Germans entered the city, hid them 


(Continued on: page 55) 
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Charm 


All-Girl Or¢ehesira 
and Choir 


Conducted by 


Phil Spitainy 
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Fullers Sell Out in New Zealand 
For $2,000,000, Expand in Aussie 


Sydney, March 6. 
The Fullers are moving out of New 





Lowe As Hildy Johnson | 


Zealand after 50 years. Deal was ‘Tl 9 ° | 
closed last week where the Fuller | In Front Page Legiter 
New Zealand theatre holdings will ' Los Angeles, March 6. 


| ‘dmund Lowe returns to the stage 
be taken over by Kerridge Theatres, F ge | 





Lt ; fn) inde ent operators | 25 Hildy Johnson in James Cassidy’s | 

eee — ee < fae ao) arti evival of the newspaper play, “The | 

tor $2.000008. ita a a diag — starting here in about | 
x eeKs. 

The Fullers ope rated and were a Currently, Cassidy is in Detroit 
sociated it 1 60 New Zealand fil ae his legit production, “Doll’: 
house Ben Fuller, son of Su House.” 

Ben, was in rge of the New Zca- 
Jand end an anged this deal. Si: 
Ben Fulle told “Variety” that th WB Producer Jerry Wald 
reason ior selling was to concentraic 


ision in Australia. He 
said that it w his intention to 
build modern cinemas in all} 
key spots when wartime restrictions 
were lifted. He also stated that he 
was making preparations for 1\\ 

taient shows qhite apart from his 
picture theatre activities. Plans are 


sOlely on expa 


Thinks Studios Should 


Nurture More Writers 


Burbank, Feb. 26. 
Editor, “Variety”: 
The major problem that faces the 
film factories is securing new writing 


as 


more 


now being finalized for the opening talent. Unfortunately, all the studios 
of an independent Fuller film €X-| sre looking to Hollywood and New 
change in Ausiralia. A. Ben Fulle: York for their source of material 
would retmen to Sydney, where he and for the many years I have been 
will join Sir Ben and Garnet Car- 


around this business I have noticed 
that writers seem to hatch in every 
| other hamlet and town in America 
except New York and Hollywood.| 
Of course. most of the typewriter 
pounders end up there but Margaret 
Mitchell, Ben Hecht and Louis} 
Bromfield all seem to have gotten 
their starts in other localities. 

To me, Hollywood has missed the | 
boat by not having spent more time 


roll on major expansion plans. 


Gracie Fields’ 7-Month 
World Tour to Entertain 
Aussie, American Troops 


Gracie Fields’ proposed Australian 








tour, postponed three times, has; in developing the typewriter lads 
finally been set, with. comedienne | 8" lassies. When you begin to 

: : | realize how much money is put into 
set to leave west coast in May. | 


digging up and grooming new actors | 
and actresses and yet how com-| 
pletely is ignored the very founda- 
tion of all pictures—the writer and 
his material—it leaves me in com- 
plete amazement. The book publish- 
ing business faces the same problem 


Tour has now been extended to a 
world jaunt, largely 
in behalf of troops. Miss Fields will | 
entertain Aussie and American | 
troops in Australia and New Zea- | 
land, then probably visit India on | 
way to Europe, arriving back’ in | that the movie industry does in 
U. S. by mid-December. Whole trip) locating young authors, somehow 
will be done by air. | figuring out a plan to subsidize them, 
Monty Banks, Miss Fields’ hus- | and subsequently cashing in on the | 
band, will accompany, as will Doro- | fruits of their early developments. 
thy Stewart, New York rep of J. &| As you know only too well, radio 
N. Tait, Aussie theatrical firm. M/°ss |has managed to discover quite a 
Stewart, who set up tour, will go/ number of new pen pushers. Some 
along as manager and emcee at/| of them have already migrated west, 
camp concerts. Miss Fields has also | a lot of others prefer to stick to the 
been lined up for a limited number grind, pounding out one or two radio 
of civilian concerts in Australia and| shows a week and ignoring the 
New Zealand. temptations of Hollywood’s gold for 
Aussie tour will be sponsored by | the luxury of being their own bosses. 
Australian Amenities (similar to| Of these, the time element dangles 
USO-Camp Shows in U. S.), with! over their heads continuously. Yet 
India and Europe visit under aus- | the pressure of meeting Hollywood 
pices of ENSA (British USO). deadlines is just as great sometimes. 
—_- You've seen it happen so many times 

—a bright new author hits the jack- 

pot with his first book, is air-mailed 


THEATRICAL CHARITIES ' out to Hollywood and that is the last 
SHARE $24 000 DIVVY you hear of him. 
’ | 


; — Somehow some kind of an ar- 
First division of charity money , rangement should be made to allow 
this season was made by the Thea-| these young writers to remain in 
tre Authority last week, ;| Hollywood six months writing pic- 


tota ‘ 
ey: A | tures and the other six months writ- 
amount divided among the various | ing new novels so that the very 


organizations benefited being around thing you hired them for—originality 
$24,000. Major shares of $1,875 went | and creative ability—is not dissi-| 
to the Actors Fund and the three | Pated by the acquisition of some 
theatrical guilds—Catholic, Jewish | SW!mming pool, membership in three 


and Episcopal—and the same amount | °F four golf clubs and knowing the 
to Equity, Chorus Equity, Screen | ®¢@dwaiters at Ciro’s, Chasen’s and 


seven-months’ 























Actors Guild, American Federation 
of Radio Artists and League of New 
York Theatres. Latter and 
Equity outfits give around 25% of 
their shares to the Negro Actors 


Guild, balance going to the Actors | 


Fund, while SAG turns its TA 
money over to Stage Relief Fund. 
For the first time the Negro Gui'd 


was the beneficiary in toto of 
Broadway ‘how, it being “An. : 
Lucasta,” Mansfield. Performance 


was given Sunday 
ored-cast drama. 


Tibbett Off ‘Parade’ 
In May, Back in June 


Lawrence Tivbett leaves Lu 
Strike “Hit Parade” for four weeks 
in May to fi 'lfill three concert dates 
on the Coast, returning to the pro- 
gtam in June. 

Puts an end to,rumors that he wa 
being cancelled off the show. Fred 
Wakeman, Foote, Cone & Belding ac- 
count exec for Luckies, stated last 
week sponsor had no thought of re- 
placing the Metopera star af the 
present time or in the immediate fu- 


(4) by the col- 


the | 


| Romanoff's by their first names. 

The way I feel, the writers them- 
selves are at fault too, because once 
| they step into the Hollywood quick- 
| sand they allow themselves to com- 
pletely disappear without too much 
| of a struggle. 
| But not so with writers like, say, 

Albert Maltz. He certainly packs a 

beautiful typewriter punch and he 
, has been smart enolgh to refuse all 
| Offers of studio contracts, so that he 
| can continue his career as a novelist. 
| A year ago he worked on a script, 


Prem gyre. Tokyo!”, for me. Then! 


| quit, went away to finish his novel, 
| “The Cross and the Arrow,” came 
_back to Warners and did the ‘script 
on the Al Schmid story, “This Love 
of Ours,” and recently quit once 

more to seek new material for a 
| novel. Naturally, Warners are only 
| too happy to take him back for an- 
| other assignment as soon as he wants 
to come back. 

So you see it can work out if the 
writer wants it to. 
however, don't like the idea of 
spending long, dreary months in the 
constant companionship of their 
typewriters, trying to eke out the 
second novel. The luxury of playing 
their daily gin rummy and worrying 





ture. 

Tibbett during his eeninay. sr 
! d sojourn 
ftom “Hit Parade.” 


| 


about the various inter-group fights 

leaves them very little time to 

worry apout their second novel. 
Jerry Wald.. 


Most writers, | 











152nd WEEK! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1945” 
E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
‘Yes, it’s "true what they say about 


ken Murray—he’'s tops!” 


ROBERT YOUNG. 


Hal Halperin 


Dies in Miami 








Hal Halperin, longtime with “Va 
riety” as head of its Chicago branch, 
and for many years one of the most 
colorful newspapermen of the mid- 
west, succumbed to a long illness in 
a Miami hospital Sunday (4). He 
had recently gone to the Florida re- 
sort for a rest. Death was the result 
of a heart ailment. He was in his 
late forties, 


To newspapermen in the midwest, 
to show people 
both coasts Halperin § represented 
the closest approach to the human 
dynamo. Of diminutive stature, he 
had an amazing faculty for becoming 
a factor in activities, civic or snow 
biz, that would have been taxing on 
one better equipped physically than 
he. To an associate some years ago he 
confided that his physician had told 
him “to go easy,” but Halperin 
passed this off laconically, in fact 
laughed and formed what he called 
the “Coronary Club.” 

At the time of his death he was a 
director of a show biz group active 
in the Red Cross War Fund drive in 
Chicago, in addition to being mid- 
west representative for USO-Camp 
Shows. He figured prominently in 
many other civic and charitable ac- 
tivities in Chicago. Highly regarded 
by Chicago municipal officials, Hal- 
perin was frequently referred to as 
Chicago’s “assistant mayor.” 

Halperin joined “Variety” in 1917, 
as an advertising solicitor in its Chi- 
cago office, then headed by Jack 
Pulaski (Ibec). The following year 
Sime Silverman (Sime), editor and 
publisher of “Variety,” recalled Pu- 
laski to New York and put Jack Lait 
in charge of the Windy City. 

Hal remained as Lait’s aide, and 
when Lait shifted east to become 
editor of the New York Mirror, 
Halperin took charge of the branch 
office, a post he held until several 
years ago, when increasing illness 


duties. He continued, however, in arf 
emeritus capacity. Bill Hunt suc- 


Chi office. 

Max Halperin, a brother, who is 
jalso active in Chicago show biz, was 
with him when he passed away. He 
accompanied the body back to Chi- 
cago. Funeral will be held at Piser’s 
Undertaking Home 3965 So. Stoney 
avenue Chicago, tomorrow (Thurs- 
day), at 11 a.m. 

Survivors also include widow, two 
daughters and three sisters, one of 
whom is the former vaudeville head- 
liner, Nan Halperin. 


TALLU’S LULU 2006 
ADVANCE FOR ‘NOTION’ 


Advance sale for “Foolish Notion,” 
which the Theatre Guild will bring 
to the Martin Beck, N. Y.. next 
Tuesday (13), with Tallulah Bank- 
head starred, may reach $200,000. 

Boxoffice sale averaged $4,000 
daily last week when the sale be- 
gan. In addition, there were 23 
sellout theatre parties arranged, such 
block sales approximating $80.000. 











ELTINGE BI0G FOR PIX 


Hollywood, March 6. 
Screen rights to the life story of 
Julian Eltinge have been bought 
by Carl Leemmile, Jr. 
Tale of the femme impersonator 





was recentiy completed by Tom 
Reed. 





government surveyors got through matching everybody’s titles 





in Chicago and on | 


forced him to relinquish most of his | 


ceeded Halperin as active head of the | 


| that I wrote about 29 Palms far away and long ago. 


| dramatic critic, had homes there. 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully ¢+eeeereeeeseoos 





Boom Town, Cal., March 4. 
That land rush to 29 Palms! Everybody is claiming to have discovered 
the place. Matt Weinstock of the L. A .“News,” goes so far as to credit 
Edith Gwynne of the “Hollywood Reporter” with starting it. He says she 
reported three weeks ago that several picture people had filed for five- 
acre cabin sites three miles east of “town,” and that since then the roads 
have been crowded with homesteaders and claim-jumpers. One day a 
bunch from Fox makes the trek. The next day it’s Universal. Then Par 
takes over. It sounds, Matt says, like a gold rush without the gold 
For years there have been three sections of land available for hom: 
steading around there. Nobody bothered to file claims, however ! 
recently. Now a couple of hundred do so every day, mostly picture peopl 
Deal is that the pioneer has to pay the government $10 for the five acr« 
and spend $500 on “improvements.” That means a shack, if 
materials are released for building. 
The land happens to be a piece of 


and when 


the Mojave Desert left over after 

It dic 
seem to belong to anybody. I've told people about it for years. 

Readers of this column ‘(Joe Laurie, Jr., and Mme. Scully) will remember 
For years realtors 
have been spieling over the air and pointing with pride to the fact that 
Frank Scully, Esther Williams’ brother, M. G. Watkins, who used to troupe 
with Robert Mantell, and Barbara Page, widow of the first King Features 
In the end the high command became 
so impressed it sent 2,000 sailors there and set up a naval airport (150 
miles from any port) under the recruiting slogan, “Join the Navy and See 
the Desert.” 

There are 8,000,000 acres of unclaimed land between Casa Nova Scully 
and the Parker Dam, and most of the picture people passing our place 
are directed to head right over it. After all, we didn’t pass up 
Springs for nothing. We passed it up, because when we wanted to get 
away from Hollywood we wanted to get away. And now look what's hap- 
pened to the Villa Variety of the Mojave Desert. 


Palm 


The Dice Committee 

That vice just can't get nowhere is again being demonstrated in Cali- 
fornia. The latest victim of the puritan pressure is Borrah Minevitch who 
got clinked in Sacramento for letting dice roll uninterrupted in a nitery 
he bought into recently. 

Some fugitives from Bob Hope's program were standing at the end of 
the bar, minding their own business and throwing dice for the drinks, 
Minevitch was entertaining everybody by not playing his harmonica. 
Sacramento never was happier, 

“Arrest that guy,” they said. 

“Why?” they were asked. 

ad Fa 

“An old Spanish custom,” they were told. 
these many years.” 

“But here they're enjoying themselves,” they insisted. 

They did. 

The town hasn't laughed so much since Mark Twain gambled in jumping 
frogs at nearby Virginia City. 


“People have been doing it 


“Arrest that guy.” 


“Derian Gray” 

Albert Parsons Lewin, “the little guy with a big brfain,” was sounding 
off around here one day when Skipper, our first flea from heaven, asked 
with innocent wonder, “Mr. Lewin, when are you going to grow up?” 
The kid, of course, meant physically. After seeing Lewin’s version of 
“The Picture of Dorian Gray” I gave Skip's question another “take.” 

Given enough rope, Lewin might have become the poet laureate of 
N. Y. U. He still directs pictures as if he had one eye on his unfinished 
sonnets. The results are beautiful and inclined ¢o stand still. However, 
this is Oscar Wilde’s flawless yard of lavender who wishes he could always 
remain young and beautiful while the painting of him ghrivels with age, 
instead of vice versa, and gets his wish. Hurd Hatfield has the title part 
and George Sanders plays Lord Henry Wotton as if he were Oscar Wilde 
in a girdle. 

There probably has never been a picture out of Hollywood more beauti- 
fully made. It has perfect attention to detail, flawless casting and direction. 
But dealing as it does with precious, brittle and useless people, it seems 
a good picture of limited interest in a day of blood and guts. 

It is reported that the paintings used in the picture are almost priceless, 
that Ivan le Lorraine Albright, who painted the portrait of Dorian Gray's 
disintegration, didn't even sell this canvas to Metro, but rented it. 

Years ago “Variety” printed a story about an actor who was spraying 
the set with his Dorian dialog and gestures. So the director said to him, 
“Take your hand off your hip and act like a man!” The Dorian replied he 
wasn’t hired for character parts. 

“Okay,” snapped the director, “recast him in westerns, where he can ride 
with his hand on his hip and no questions asked.” 





‘LUCASTA’ DIVIDING - 
20G NET MONTHLY 


Among the season’s shows clean- 














Pix-Radio Boys 


Continued from page | 








saying the seriousness with which 


all look upon video in the near fu- 
ture. Firstly, it's now a _ realistic 
studio problem. 

Both Sid Strotz for NBC and Don 
Searle, Hollywood head of the Blue 
network, for instance, are up against 
it for studio space, aircast or tele- 
cast. CBS is in the same position, 


so far as Columbia Square is con- 
cerned. All need extra studios, but 
whether to chance going into the 
Valley, where the film studios have 
gone, or to worry about concentrat- 
ing around Sunset and Vine is the 
big headache. 


Perhaps Strotz says it best when 
he points “to NBC's $10,500,000 
profit last year, of which $3,300,000 
was net, so instead of paying pro- 
ducers $400 a month, let’s go but and 
buy the best television brains, and 
experiment while we have this 
fancy income. That's quite a dif- 
ferential spread between a gross 
and a net profit in anybody's busi- 
ness today, so why not employ these 
funds for real returns?” 

As for the film studios, they know 
that pictures for telecasiing are in- 
evitable. Many feel that shorts and 
cartoons will prove the ideal fare 
for video, and basic rights are now 
being contractually obtained with 
that in view. 


ing up is “Anna Lucasta,” Mansfield, 
N. Y. Colored cast drama is slicing 
a $20,000 melon monthly and has 
been paying its backers that much 
| velvet for the past three months. 

| Last month, with several holidays, 
the net profit was $24,000. That does 
not include the theatre’s earnings. 
‘It looks like one of the record 
money-makers. 


Soph’s $25 Editions 








Sophie Tucker’s autobiog. “Some 
of These Days,” soon due from 
Doubleday-Doran, wili have 1.000 


copies of an autographed de luxe edi- 
tion at $25. 

The proceeds will be divided 
among the Actors’ Fund, Jewish, 
Catholic and Episcopal Theatrical 
Guilds, the Home for the Aged 
(Hartford, Conn.) and the Sophie 
Tucker Playground Camp Fand. 


Status Quo for Pic Work 


Sacramento, March 6 

While general employment in the 
Los Angeles area continued its 
monthly drop, work and wages in 
the film industry during January Te- 
mained stable. 

Average weekly earnings increased 
slightly over those of the preceding 
month to $7481, well ahead of the 
January 1944 average of $71.16. 
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Rank Due in U. S. in May, Probably BRETTON WOODS | 


to + 


J Arthur Rank, according 
sources close to his organization, 
plans to press strongly for recogn 
tion for British films in the U 
market in his scheduled meetings 

U. S. industry leaders in May 
Rank, who will likely be accom- 
anied by his legal adviser, Wood- | 


ham Smith, and theatre operating 
head John Davis as well as arene 
ton Gain, will hold out for important 
representation in the U. 8S. market. 
He is reported planning negotiations 
looking to opening of a substantial 
slice of playing time in U. 8S. thea- 
tres for British films. 


Understood, also, that Rank plans 
to meet with U. §. Government of- 
ficials to make representations along 


these lines and also seek raw film 
stock allocations necessary for the 
release of his product in the VU. 8S 
Felt by British film interests that 


reciprocal fikn 
are necessary 
Anglo-American 


amicable 
relations; that by 
making U. S. screen as available to 
British product as British 
are ‘to American product, national 
viewpoints can be best exchanged | 
and a better understanding fostered 

Rank, from accounts, may con- 
summate a deal for the purchase o1 
lease of a large showcase theatre 
in New York, possibly where stage 
shows can also be presented 


Unpublished Novel 
May Garner 1506 


In Paramount Deal 
of 
this season in the purchase 
fo! 

past 


towards 


Long stretch inactivity so far 
books 
film rights was broken over the 
by Para- 
“Blaze 


which 


of 


weekend with deal 
mount for the screen rights to 
of Noon,” unpublished novel, 
net author, Ernest 
much as $150,000 under 


lator 


may Gamm. as 
various esca- 
is the most 
tant book buy since 
ber,’ which was purchased last sea- 
son by 20th-Fox. 

Understood that Paramount is tak- 
ing an option on “Noon,” paying 


clauses. It impor- 


“Foreve! 


$15,000 on the basis of four com- 
pleted chapters and an outline. If 


exercising option Paramount will pay 
$35,000 more when book is com- 
pleted. 








Sailors Beat Up Producer 


Max Alexande! 


Diego 


film producer, is 


in serious condition in a hospital 
here after an attack by two sailors | 
“| whom he had offered to drive to 


Hollywood. He was thrown from 
ear and found in a pool of blood be- 
side the highway. 

Alexander releases his productions 


through PR6&. 


Selznick’s Own 


trade arrangements | 


theatres | 


don 


Am- | 


|; 18 a 


2 


British Distrib? 


Mareh 6 
David 


own 


Londo 

While 
O. Selzniek plans 
distribution 
afte 


rumors persist that 
his 


England 


to start 


organization in 


United Artists 
that 


his own distribution 


fo! release, more 


likely the producer will have a 


group of execs 


for a starter to supplement the regu- 


UA sales force 
David Griffiths 
rep, will likely 
anticipated expansion 

Also reported here 
and plan 
changes 


WMC ‘KEY MAN’ LIMIT 


lat 
Selznick’s 
in ol 
in operations. 
that Republic 
10 ex- 


Lon- 


be charge 


Monogram open 


HALTS STUDIOS’ PLEAS 


Hollywood, March 6. 


Requests by film studios for defer- | 


ments of employees under 30, on the 


plea that they are “key men,” 
ceased suddenly. 
result of a recent ruling by the War 


that nobody 


Cessation is the 


Manpower Commission 


“key man” 


perience. 
This ruling applies alike to techni- 
cians and front office men in execu- 


| tive jobs, 


Should novel become a selection of | 


one of the major book clubs, author 
would receive $50,000 more, while 
an additional $50,000 is provided for 
if the book hits the best-seller cate- 
gory. Deal on this basis was under 
consideration by several major stu- 
dios, with Paramount reported win- 
ning out. 
“Cannery Row,” by John 
beck, is another property currently 
under consideration by some studios, 
although none is reported ready to 
meet the $200,000 asking price for 
the screen rights as yet. Some be- 


lieve that the high price would be | 


justified only if the Steinbeck novel 
should hit the best-seller lists 


SAG’s Coin Claims: 


Hollywood, March 6 
Screen Actors Guild collected a 
total of $451.141 in claims for film 


extras during the eight years when 
atmosphere B 
members, according to a final tabu- 
lation ending Feb. 1, when SPU be- 
came the extras’ bargaining repre- 
sentative. 


players were Class 


Stein- | 





| 10, Maurice 
reation Section of the WPB Office of | 


i ferments for 


Deferment Regulation 
Washington, Maren 6. 
Requests for draft deferments for 
key men in.the amusement end 
must be filed no later than Mareh 
Green, head of the Rec- 


Civilian Requirements, has = an- 
nounced. 
Under the new Federal plan, de- 


men under 30 in essen- 
tial activities must be made by ap- 
propriate Government agencies and 
Green’s unit is handling it for show 
biz. Deferments for personnel 18 to 


30 must be requested on Form 42-A | 


Green explained. Requests 
for: deferments of personnel 
must be filed on Form 42-A_ with 
the local draft boards. 

It is understood here that the 
newsreel and particularly the film 
laboratories will apply for a con- 
siderable number of deferments. Up 
to this point, however, the Holly- 
wood studios have not indicated 
whether they will seek to keep any- 
one under 30. 

Since most other branches of show 


Special, 


|biz are not rated “essential,” they 
will not be able to apply for defer- 
ments 


Collections ranged from $14,375 in | 


1937 to $90,795 in 1945 


SHEEHAN RECUPERATING 
Hollywood, March 6 
Recuperating from two operations 


Winfield Sheehan leaves the hospital | 


this week and will return to 20ih- 
Fox in time for final details of “Cap- 
tain Eddie.” his independent pro- 
duction. 

Filming of the picture during 
Sheehan's illness was carried on by 
Darryl F. Zanuck and Lloyd Bacon. 
it is now in the cutting room. 


Hartman, Goldwyn Sever 


March 6. 
up his pro- 


Hollywood, 


Don Hartman winds 


ducer-writer pact with Samuel Gold- | 


wyn May 15. Contract was abrogated 


by mutual consent several weeks 
ago, but Hartman is remaining on 


the job long enough to complete his 
screenplay for the next Danny Kaye 
picture. 

Meanwhile Hartman is mulling a 
proposition to produce independently 
for Columbia release. 


his | 


completing two more pictures | 


have | 


in any industry un-| 
less he has had at least 15 years’ ex- | 


30-33 | 


By MORI KRUSHEN 

Outbreak of internationa 
nomic warfare, which VU. 8S. Govern- 
ment officials and economists warn 
would follow failure to work out a 
formula along the lines of the Bret- 
ton Woods monetary plan, would 
quiekly engulf the vulnerable 
American motion picture business, 


in the opinion of film toppers 


ILMS CUED BY INT'L COIN PLAN 
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Holding both a promise and a} 
| threat for the U. S. film industry’s | 
| $175,000,000 annual export trade, | 


| final decision on the Bretton Woods 
monetary proposals for economic 
collaboration may spell either main- 


tenance, possibly expansion of U. § 
film trade abroad, or a dangerous 
constriction in both foreign and do- 
mestic film operations "That's the 


belief of industry execs watching fo1 


' 


the outcome of the Bretton Woods 
|controversy for a clue to film in- 
dustry prospects at home and) 


| 
| 


abroad 

Devaluation of foreign currencies 
alone could quickly reduce Ameri- | 
can film company revenues by $50,- | 
000,000 to $75,000,000 a year. (Film| 
|industry is considered more vul- 
'nerable than any other because the 
film is now recognized by foreign 
| powers not merely as a commodity 
but as a communications medium 


} 
| 


| which other nations are preparing to | 


harness 


| 


for their own respective | 
propaganda and world trade needs.) 
| A double threat would confront 
ithe U. S. foreign film trade on the 
| economic front—the threat of 
| blocked balances abroad combined 
| with currency depreciation. There's | 


talk of reducing the 
English: pound sterling from 

This would mean an auto- 
in the value of U. S 
film exports to Britain of some 
$20,000,000 to $25,000,000 annually 
even if rental and British theatre: re- 
ceipts are maintained at wartime 
levels in the postwar area 


already 
of the 
| $4 to $3 
matic decline 


France, too, is believed getting set 
ifor eventual devaluation of the 


| frane. While officially valued at 2c, 

ithe franc has been bringing about 

|e on the black or uncontrolled 
(Continued on page 52) 





WB Sets New Film 
Low, Only 25 Pix 


Reported that Warner Bros 
establish a new all-time low for ma- 
jor picture companies by delivering 
jless than 25 features this season 
| (1944-45), taking it up to Sept. 1 

This is likely to be 
Friday (9) when Ben 


will 





| 


revealed 


a homeoffice sales conference to out- 
line distribution plans and sales pol- 
icy for the remainder of the season. 

In addition to company’s field dis- 
| trict managers, h.o. execs to attend 
will include Bort Blumenstock, Roy 
| Haines, Jules Lapidus, Norman H. 
| Moray, I. F. Dolid, Ed Hinchy and 
| Stanley Hatch. 


VAN DRUTEN T0 ADAPT 
TURTLE’ PLAY FOR WB 


John van Druten has agreed to do 
“Voice of the 
Bros films it 


of his 
Warner 


the screenplay 
Turtle” 
in a couple of years 


when 


' 
value | 





——— sea ceininatal 
5 P. M. Changeovers 
Chicago, March 6 
To make up for loss of rev- 
enue caused by midnight curfew, 
Warner Bros. theatres have ad- 


vanced times of price changes in 
its three top houses here on Sat- 





| although this percentage 


ments in Pix 





il Make Strong Pitch for U.S. Mart yo TRAE WR Operation, No Question the Curfew 
Ls Predac Cuts B.0. in Keys: Figure - 1%, Dip 


Midnig! i Curie, is aking Su b= 
stantial slice out of motion picture 
theatre receipts in many sectors 
throughout the U. S., according to 
N Y home office execs It’s con- 
sidered an automatic reduction in 
| weekiy b.o. (predicated on shorter 
running time), which in some in- 


stances is estimated as high as 10% 


will likely 


| be offset by revamped methods of 
urday from 6 to 5 p.m | operation Major execs point out 
Move is cueing a trend in same j|that from 65 to 75% of the total 
direction on part of other cir- | national gross is earned by around 
€ 
Bee | 20% of the total number of theatres 
\ us 
— |in the country; that these key the- 
serena ahecememnnne oa . iit—_:=2@b!sires are located in large cities 
where the curfew is mainly felt 
Schaefer Sets Reduction in weekly take, during 
4 | first week of curfew, of such thea- 
tres as the Roxy, Music Hall, Para- 
9 mount, Capitol, in N. Y., is esti- 
OMmorrow Ca S mated ranging from $10,000 upwards 
due to earlier closing hom with 
| boxoffices. being closed by around 
With George J. Schaefer on point 10 p.m. and in some cases earlier 
of finalizing partnership deal with | Regardless of the strong grosses if 
Lest Cow United Artis? hag | many instances, that is the amount 
sestel owal ite Artists : ’ 

, which execs calculate would have 
reportedly resumed distribution Of| been taken in additionally without 
“Tomorrow. the World.’ which had} curfew Thus, the curfew need not 
been temporarily held up. Schaefer | "@cessarily result in a large reduction 

: in.the national gross, since war con- 
has ironed out and approved many | ntcendh : hte 

“ | ditions continue the dominant factor. 

. > +ran . , ely D 
of some 400 contracts previously re | It may serve as a brake, however, 
|jected by the Cowan office which)|to any further climb in receipts and 
had held out for higher terms and | 15 being felt 
better date Cut in attendance is being com- 
ee ; |; puted in terms of large cities rather 
Also under consideration is plan (Continued on page 54) 
to tie “Tomorrow, the World” in : --- 
with Cowan’s forthcoming “GI Joe,” REISMAN’S PARIS TRIP 
with both pictures to be sold on a 
| single contract if the proposal is PRELUDES U.S ENTREE 
, ma 
adopted by Cowan H f t 
ol oreig! epal ents 
Though deals on “Tomorrow” do mac ee ee ms 
not be t] Schaefer nat | Americ in film companies may soon 
not bear ie Schaefer signature, l he ae ; 3 
j e enabled to enter France for busi- 
since he had not formally joined the | ne purpe es, paving way for more 
; } 3S ft SeES ay pd Vas 
Cowan organization at last reporls, | amicable Franco-American film in- 
understood that the distribution exec | /, tent? 
i dustry relations 





on | 
Kalmenson, | 
general sales manager for WB, holds | 


| The playwright, allergic to Holly- 


| wood scrivening, guested WB's N. Y. | 


Jake Wilk, at his (van 
Druten’s) California ranch, and there 
ithe deal was consummated. Wilk 
just got back from a two-month Coast 
stay after huddling with J. L. War- 
ner on other story properties 


Leo Spitz’s Checkup 
Hollywood, March 6 
Leo Spitz (International Pictures) 
in the Cedars of Lebanon Hospital 
here he went Sunday (4). 
He's in for a general checkup. 


| story exec, 





handled the deals on “Tomorrow’ 
on which objections had been raiséd 
by the Cowan office. 

Schaefer’s deal with Cowan, first 
reported in “Variety” several weeks 
ago, when consummated, would call 
for a salary and profit-participation. 
Schaefer had planned to leave N. Y. 
next week for the Coast to huddle 
with Cowan and gander “GI Joe.” 
He may postpone trip, however. 





Phil Reisman, RKO v.p. in charge 
of foreign distribution, reportedly ar- 
rived in Paris over the weekend. He 


is the first U. S. film comnany fore- 
ign department head to be given 
permission to visit France. 

Difficulty in getting visas to go 
into France in recent months has 
been a sore point with U. S. major 
| companies, particularly in view of 














DAILY ‘ VAR: ery 


His deal with Cowan, it. was stated | the entries okayed for British film 
last week by sources close to'| haat 
Schaefer, is still under discussion | (OOOO 
and no agreement has been signed. > | 
[EDDIE MANNIX HEADS “ARIE TY 
i 
| rrade Mark Registered 
H’ WOOD PRODUCERS | POUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN 
| Published Weekly by VARIETY, ine 
Hollywood, March 6 | 164% oe ia. “ Z — - x Y 
E. J. Mannix of Metro was elected | || — 
| aloneeran of Producers Association, ihn wir pigg ! $1) 
yesterday (5) to succeed Y. Frank ||| Single Copie 26 Cents 
| Freeman, Paramount studio head, | || 130 
‘tas held the-post for four years. B.||| Vol. 15% ee No. 13 
|B. Kahane, of Columbia, was’ named | = Sn ae ee 
| first vice-president, and Cliff Work, ||) INDE x 
| of Universal, second veepee. Fred} | Bills 49 
Ww. Beetson was; named executive | | Chatter fi 55 
|v.p. James Howie was given post!|| Film Reviews .... 20 
‘of sec.-treas., job formerly held by ||| House Reviews .... 95 
|Beetson. Latter has been ill for i Inside Legit ...... . 50 
more than a year and has spent only ||) Inside Music 44 
a few days at his desk il! Inside Orchestra: 44 
Beetson was also reelected presi- ||| [side Pictures 27 
, dent of Central Gasting Corp., with Inside Radio 37 
| Howard Philbrick elected v-p. at)|! [ogitimate ... 50 
| same time retaining his post as gen. ||| j j¢erat) ae 55 
|mgr. Howie was- named sec.-treas.||| wusie __...... _ 4° 
of Central Bo 2. errr ey Fe 49 
All members of board were re- ||) nigng Chi “m Re yiews......... 48 
elected with exception of Col. Jay- | Obituary .. 48 
;son Joy, who was replaced by ||! 6,chestras . os a 
| Joseph M. Schenck, former prexy of | || edienns ae 
| Association Other directors named | | Radio 30 
are Freeman, Samuel Goldwyn, || Radic eoviendi 36 
| Kahane, Charles Koerner, Mannix, || ot + eesti 2 
Work, H. M. Warner and Allen Wil- ||) FG) po jews 0 
|}son. Warner was reelected directer | | V: diawwtite Z : 47 
| without comment, although Warners | || wa Activities igpoed > 2 4 
| have served notice that they will || Pee ee 
| withdraw from Producers Associa- | |! Sire he aryl fee 2 
| 


tion, as well as Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers and Distributors of America, 
upon six months’ notice effective 
May 1. 


| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
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Red Cross in March 15 N. Y. Teeoff 





With Times Square Demonstration 





Theatre collection campaign 


ed Cross tees off in New 


demonstration to be staged at the 
Statue of Liberty. Plans are to pre- 
sent a pageant with children of the | 
various United Nations appearing 1) | 


their native costumes. 

rally is scheduled for. March 14, | 
while the Queens Chapter Red Cros 
Parade and Rally has been set fo 
March 17. 

In Dallas more than 200 exhibitor 
and distribution reps attended cam- 
paign neeting last ek to map 
plans for participation In the mo- 
tion picture immdustrys ve from 
March 15-21 Plans were ypped to 
ensure maximum collections in some 
900 theatres in Texas. 

Industry Red Cross meeting in 


Boston late last month drew attend- 
ance of more than 250 exhib and | 
distribution reps. It was revealed 
that 520 of New England's 715 thea- 
tres had pledged cooperation in the 
campaign and others were expected 


to line up before the drive tees off 

In Kansas City been an 
nounced that 360 =theatres ad 
pledged Red Cross participation as 
compared with 309 pledges at the 
same time last year. 

In St. Louis. Albert Stetson, co- 
@rdinator of war activities for Fan- 
ehon & Marco and the St. Louis 
Amusement Co., pledged $3,000 gifts 
from each corporation, $1,500 from 


700 employees and $22.500 in audi- 
ence collections. Announcement was} 
also made of a contribution of $1.000 
frem Local 143, Motion Picture Ma- | 


ehine Operators; $320 from Warner 
Bros.; $150 from Republic: $1.000 
from Paramount: $280 from Na- 
tional Screen Service: $225 from 
Universal. 

Reports from Nebraska, Washing- 
ten, California and Ohio indieate 


virtually 100°, cooperation by thea- 
tre operators in those areas. 


Helly weed Recerd Indicated 
Hollywood, March 6. 
First returns on the film industry’s 
1945 Red Cross drive, only three) 
days after the start, showed 5.562) 
subscriptions out of a total of 25,000) 
potential donors. Early figures in- 


dicated a high total, according to 
Walter Wanger, chairman of the| 


Hollywood branch ef the campaign. 
Largest number of studio con-| 

tributors were reported from Metro, | 

with Universal a close runner-up. 


WILDER’S GERMAN FILM 


CHORE MAY BE LTD. 


Hollywood, March 6. 
Robert Riskin, OWI Overseas Mo- | 
tion Picture chief, had no comment | 
en Billy Wilder's being offered job 
as head of entertainment in Germany. 
Riskin pointed out, however, that job 
didn’t mean control of all Germany. 


Whoever gets post will only be top | 
entertainment man in area allotted to | 


United States at Yalta conference. 
Sectors controlled by British and 
Russians will undoubtedly have their 
ewn appointees from respective coun- 
tries, he stated. Area given to US. 
as control zene is Southern Ger- 
many and Austria. 





Clayten Hamilton Jeins 
USO; Ress Vice Fox 


Clayton Hamilton, vet playwright 


and critic, has joined USO-Camp| the world baek to the trends of | #/0né. 


Shows’ New York headquarters as 
administrative assistant to veepee 


Eawrence Phillips, on salaried basis. | the effects of years:of propaganda in | SUCCESS. 


Is also writing a book, in addi- 
tion to emceeing “Brownstone The- 
atre” airer over Mutual. 


for + 
York on! 
March 15 in Times Square with a | 


Brooklyn 


Salute to Hollywood | 
Victory Committee Read 


Inte Congress’| Record 


Washington, March 6 
The war record of the Hollyw 
Vietory Committee was placed in the 
Congressional Record last week 


Rep. Gordon L. McDonough, Holl; 
wood’s new congressman 

‘I would like to recount briefly 
few of the services they ave re 
dered to our armed forces « all bat- 
tlefronts of the world,” he said 


the statement. 
“Members of the Hollywood Vic- 
tory Committee have: traveled 4.- 


000.000 miles: made 37.979 free ap- 


| pearances: sent 139 guest stars to ap- 


pear on the fighting fronts; prov ided 
341 actor players for 324 camp and 
hospital shows; given 1,510 one-night 
stands at embarkation points; helped 
the War Dept. Armed Forces Radio 
I 1.574 entertain- 


volunteerea tne 


Service ith aking 
ment transcriptions: 
services of 233 actors 
in six War Loan Bond Selling drives; 
made 100 broadcasts and transcrip- | 
tions for CIAA: cooperated with the 
War Activities Committee of the 
motion picture industry in producing 
37 film shorts for distribution in 16,- 
000 theatres; assisted the Red Cross, 
Infantile Paralysis Foundation. Wai 
Chest, Army Emergency Relief Fund, 
Navy Relief Society; kept up this! 
show every day for three vears 

“Their services have brought 
smiles and happiness to the boys at 
the front when keeping up morale 
was a tough job for their command- 
ing officers. They all deserve credit 
and applause for their work. They 
are good American citizens and have 
done their best by lending their tal- 
ents to help win the war.” 


ana musicians 


Salute te Warners 
Senator Alwert B. Chandler, of 
Kentucky, in an address which was | 
printed in the Congressional Record, | 
commenting on the $7,000,000 turned | 


|over by Harry M. Warner to Army | 


Emergency Relief from “This Is the 
Army” showings, stated “This is an | 
event almost without precedent. It 
reflects credit not only on the mo- 


tion pieture industry but on the 


Top Negre Sports Stars 
Set for Overseas Jaunt; 
Draft Boards Nix Two 


A Negro sports unit—first of its 
kind—is finally going overseas for 
USO-Camp Shows this month, with, 
however, two outstanding athletes 
forced to stay behind by arbitrary 
rulings of leeal draft boards. 

Group will include Henry Arm- 
strong, prize-fighter; Kenny Wash- 
ington, former All-American foot- 
yall star at UCLA. Joe Lillard, 
one-time All-American footballer at 
Oregon U.: Bill Yancey, well-known 
baseball amd basketball player, and 
Dan Burley, sportswriter on Amster- 
dam ‘(N. Y. Citv) News. Nixed stars 
are Jesse Owens, ex-Olympic track 
star, and Brud Holland, former Cor- 
nell All-American end. 

Holland, who is employed by Sun 
Shipbuilding, was definitely refused 
permission to leave his defense job 
to go overseas, despite its 
value. Owens, who Ras defense job 
with Ford Motors, Detroit, was 


originally refused okay by his home- | 
beard, | 
whe threatened to reclassify him as| 


town ‘Columbus, O.) draft 








} 


morale | 


Navy Sets Up Talent Program 


As Answer to Morale Problem 





netist, 
Others in 
Fownley, tener; Jack Kahn and Bob | 


9th Air Force Unit 
Returns From O’seas — 
To Make Bend Toar | 


The Ninth Air Force Skyblazers | 





Awake finally to the need of en- 
tertainment among its personnel, as 
well as to the feet that it has a seri- 
ous morale problem on its hands, 
the U. S. Navy at long last is setting 
up a program to meet these needs 
and fill a long-felt void. 


unit, one of the first overseas enter- | Apparently indifferent for ove 

tainment units set up by the Army,|"¥® Years te gob entertainment 
has been returned to this ceuntry| while the Army set up its Special 
and will probably go on a bond-sell-| Services divisien and went ahead 


ing tour. Outfit, consisting of a dozen 


enlisted men headed by Sgt. Harry 


Bernie. an emcee and dancer in 


civilian life. was organized in Africa 


before the USO dispatched overseas 
units. 


Since organization in 1942, Sky- | 


blazers have played the front lines | 


in virtually every ETO campaign. . 

Sgt. Bernie and Bob Panichi, clari- | 
were awarded bronze stars. 
the unit included Austin | 


1-A if he quit his job for the over-| Clements, pianist; Tex Perrin, cow- | 


seas trip. Later he was okayed on | 
a three-month deferment, only to be 
held up again last week, when loeal 


board passed the buck to Ohio state | 


selective service, who in turn passed 
decision to Michigan state selective 
service because he works in that 
state, board finally saying no. 

Kenny Washington's 
held up approval of 
pending an Army physical wherein 
he was Classified 4-F. Then it grant- 
ed deferment. 

Refusal te give deferments for 
morale trips is based on 
reluctance of some draft boards te 
take men out of defense jobs. Not 
only cant men be 
rule, out of defense plants: they 
cant even be taken out of a post- 
office job. Camp Shows tried to de 
this sometime back for a man for 
their overseas legiter “Porgy and 


draft board 


his 


overseas 


| Bess,” without success. 


“3.DAY PASS’ NSG IN 


GI B’KLYN TRYOUT 


“Three-Day Pass,” fourth Army 
Special Services blueprint show test- 
ed at Fort Hamilton, Brooklyn, 


Thursday (1), is weakest of the lot. 
Sketches for the mest part are rou- 


going, | 


} 


taken, as a/| 


Schlane, 


as well as Canada’s Eighth Victory 
Loan, will be plugged by “The All- | 
Star Bond Rally,” currently in pro- 
duction at 


boy singer and guitarist; Ralph| 
impersonator; Jack Wil-| 


liams, cemie, and an oreh including | 


senal while traveling. 


| Navy 
| Broadway figures representing 


20th te Plug Lean 
Hollywood, March 6. 
Uncle Sam's Seventh War Loan, 


270th-Fox, with Michael 


Audley directing 
All-star cast 


consists of Vivian | 


| uation 


| Russel Crouse, 


planning GI shows and outside tal- 
ent, the Navy has recently 


Let 


a 
,change of heart. Waking up to the 


fact that its boot camps are now rest 
camps for veterans who need enter- 
tainment as part of relaxation: 
aware now of the long 16 to 18-week 
stretches on ships at sea as well as 


}the long waits on some shore instaj- 


lations, requiring outside stimula- 
tion; taking cognizance of gripes 
from the Pacifie about GI entertain- 
ment to the neglect of the gobs—the 
Navy is taking steps to remedy the 
situation. 

4 skeleton force 
cently in New York to explore their 


was set up re- 


‘harle row trumpet: Al Good- 
~ne “a wrown, 4 G . D i}, | Reeds and put @ program into being, 
| 4 rumm an eor Oll, 
Nene as ‘ & while a more comprehensive setup 
ass. , are y 5 
; ; is only awaiting Washington ap- 
Skyblazers carried full-sized ar- ‘ & 8 E 


proval to go ahead. A meeting held 
York Friday (2) between 
officials and  *®fell-known 
the 
Writers’ War Board, studied the sit- 
further and erystallized a 
program with several ideas. 
Meeting Friday was attended by 
George S. Kaufman, Max Gordon, 
Paul Gallico, Oscar 
Hammerstein 2d, Christopher La- 


in New 


Blaine, Jeanne Crain, Bing Crosby,| ¥@*8e, Hobe Morrison and Mrs. Dor- 


othy 


Rodgers, 


Linda Darnell, Betty Grable, June | representing the 
|Haver, Bob Hope, Harry James, | Writers War Board and its Com- 
Buster Keaton, Faye Marlow, Harpo| ™/ittee for Scripts for Soldier and 
|Marx. Fibber MeGee and Molly,|5@!lor Shows, and Commander S. L. 
Carmen Miranda, Sheila Drumm, Lt. Comm. J. Frank Gilday 


whole of American industry as well | tine, musie on the whole disappoint- 
as that one of our great companies | ing and the whole production unin- | 
sheuld give up a large portion of its | spired. Impression seems te be that | 
profits for Army Emergeney Relief.” | of a quick throw-together, with too | 

Text ef Warner's letter te Gen.| many cooks and no co-ordinating | 
George C. Marshall was inserted in | factor. 
the Congressional Record. | Show is first to use music com- 





ns | posed outside the Army, songs being 
Pix Aid Peace as Well 
As War, Says Col. Cowan 


Hollywood, March 6. 
Greatest morale factor among! 
American servicemen is the motion 
picture, according to Lieut. Col. 


|, Lynn Cowan, motion picture officer 
for three years in Gen. MacArthur’s | 


,command. In addition, he declared, 
| the film will be an equally great fac- 
tor in rehabilitation after the war. 
| Currently agaiting reassignment at 
| Santa Barbara, Lieut. Col. Cowan 
| made his report threugh the Public 
_ Information Committee of the film 
industry. He said, im part: 

| “Just as films have maintained 
‘home ties for our soldiers every- 
| where, they will! bring the peoples of 


| world affairs. America and her al- 
lies face the problem of overcoming 


| liberated countries, and nothing can 
de that job as can the screen.” 
| 





|and Bob Saur, and reprised several 
| times, has‘a certain snap; Allie Wru- 


George Ross, former N. Y. World-' Chas. H. Core Free Again 


Telegram Broadway columnist and! : - 
amusement editor, took over Monday Charles: H. Core, _ United Artists 
(5) as publicity director at USO-| ™@™ager in the Philippines, and his 


Camp Shows New York headquar- wife and daughter, were among the 


ters, succeeding Mexwel! Fox. 


Fox, completing three years as 
p.a. with Camp Shows, plans re- 
entering commercial pub!’ ity field. 





RKO’s Newsline Break 


Hollywood, March 6. 


Navy is lending RKO 20 Marines, | 


BZeleased from the Cabanatuan prison 
@eamp on Luzon, for the opening 
gequence of “The Invisible Army,” 
@tory of Filipiho guerrilla warfare. 

Studie is rushing work on the pic- 
ture to cash the current interest in 
the Philippi . 


| Americans recently freed from the 
Japanese prison camps in Manila by 
Gen. Douglas MacArthur's forces, ac- 
cording to a War Dept. announce- 
ment. 

The family was taken prisoner by 
_ the Japs shortly after Pearl Harbor. 
Lt. Scully OK 


provided by an impressive array of 
tunesmiths. Only the title song, bal- 
lad by Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, and 
George W. Meyer ‘and sung pleas- 


ingly by Pie. Themes Sellaro) & of | Chinese dialects are being readied by 


hit calibre. Opener, “A Day Gone,” 
a rhythm number by Irvin Graham 


bel’s “Best of All” is a good swing 
number, and Bert Shefter and Ervin 
| Drake's “Jungle Stage Door Can- 
| teen” has some good music 

Of the sketches wfitten by Special 
| Services staff only “Lie Dewn 
| Strike” is of top grade. although 
| “Broadway” and “Sergeant Pagli- 
| acei” are also amusing. Last-named, 
| adapted by Russell Bennett and Rob- 
|ert Simon, has a fine tenor in Cpl. 
| Elwood Garrison to help the parody 
T/5 Johan C. Olsen, son of 
| comedian Ole Olsen, is responsible 
| largely for the “Lie Down Strike” 
Pvt. Harry Barbarkoff is a 
mildly entertaining comic in several 
other sketchgs, although distinctly 
| overworked 
| T/3 Milton Stern staged the show 
| for Special Services with a pickup 
| cast at Fort Hamilton. W. O. Edward 
| Sadowski conducts the GI orchestra. 
Bron. 





Capt. Kresch Killed In 
Italy; Was With WB 


Philadelphia, March 6. 
| Capt. D. Benjamin Kreseh, former 
member eof the Warner Bros. legal 





'ed to the Japanese language. 





| 


} 
} 


| Lt. Jahn Scully, Jr., son of John | staff here, was killed’ in an airplane | 


| Scully, New England district sales 
manager for Universal, has been 
fi€ed from a German prison camp 
by the Russians in their push toward 
Berlin, according to official word re- 
ceived by the family. Seully, Sr., is 
a brother of W. A. Scully, v.p. and 





saree arr ey RRS I nn 


general sales manager for U at the 
homeoffice. 


i crash In Maly Feb. 2, it was learned 


|here last week. 

Capt. Kreseh was attached to the 
Intelligence Division, Air Transport 
Command. Kresch was a prominent 
member of the Variety b, Tent 
13, once serving as attorney for the 
organization. 





| 
| 
' 
i 
' 
} 
} 
} 
i 
j 
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Frank Sinatra and Martha Stewart. 


Added to Bond Staff 
J. Edward Shugrue, director of the 


Ryan, | 


pix and special events of the War | 


and Lt. Harold Gress. Drumm, di- 


| rector of Special Services in Bureau 
|}of Personnel, and Gilday, in charge 
|of Recreational Services, 


came up 
from Washington for the event. 


Finance Division, U. S. Treasury, | Centest 

added Adolph J. Silverstein to his | A contest for dramatie material 

staff. skits, plays, songs, monologs—open 
Latter a former member of Hal/to Navy, Marine, Coast Guard and 

Horne staff of the 20th-Fox and re- | Wave personnel, will be launched 


cently discharged from U. S. Army. 
He will serve as assistant to Max E. 


| Youngstein in publicizing the actrtvi- 


ties and promotions of the depart- 
ment in conneetion with forthcoming 
War Loan Drives 


Hype U.S. Pix te Lands 
Liberated From Japs 


Hollywood, March 6. 
Prints of pictures subtitled, nar- 
rated or dubbed into Korean and 





the Psychological Warfare Division 
of the Army for distribution in Far 
East countries, such as Korea, Man- 





churia and Formosa as soon as they 
are liberated. 

For more than 10 years films 
shown in those sectors were restriet- 


is to undo Nipponese propaganda 
with the help of films in native dia- 
lects. 


Dick Ford to England A 
Aide te Sid Bernstein 
Washington, Mareh 6. 

Richard Ford, former BIS film 
chief in New York and Washington, 
leaves shortly for England toe be- 
come assistant to Sidney Bernstein 
of the British Ministry of Informa- 
tion. One of Ford’s jobs will be col- 
leeting information on preduetion 
and distribution of official British 





idea | 


| rale 


| 
' 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


May }, closing Aug. 1, with 41 money 
prizes in war bonds to the winners. 
The War Board Committee is spon- 
soring the contest, with the Navy 
assisting in circularizing and publt- 
cizing the event threughout the 
service. The Navy will alse print 
and distribute the prizewinning en- 
tries. The Committee will also as- 
sist the Navy in locating among th 
latter's personnel the talent nanted 
te set up its new entertainment pro- 
gram. 


The contest is considered the 
opening salvo of the new Navy en- 
tertainment program. Heretofore 
the Writers’ War Board has been 
sharply turned down when it of- 
fered material to the Navy for mo- 
use. No organized procedure 
was in use for having self-entertain- 
ment material reach the gobs, sue 
as the Army had with its tee, 
Sery lees setup, Navy individuals 
having to write Special Services or 
the War Board whenever they want- 
ed Scripts or shows. Navy did noth- 
ing to encourage shows being put on 
in Camps er barracks, although they 
did welcome USO-Camp Shows units 

(Continued on page 55) 


Connors’ Loan 
Tom J. Connors, 20th-Fox v.p., in 
charge of worldwide sales, is assum- 


ing duties of national distributer 
chairman of the Seventh War Loan 





during the illmess of Gradwell & 
Sears, v.p. of United Artists in charge 
of distribution. 

Spyres Skouras, 2th president 
advised the War Activities Commit- 


_ Allied films throughout liberated 
urope. 

Nevile Gardiner, Washington film 
officer for BIS, also leaves shortly 


| for England where he will consult 


with biggies fn the film division. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Neil Agnew. 
Milton Biow. 
Guy E. Eyssell. 
Lawrence Green. 
Jese Iturbi. 
Albert Kornfeld. 
Jaek Lait. 

Abe Lastfogel. 
Sam E. Morris. 
Osear Serlin. 
George A. Smith. 
Harry Stevens. 
Martin Wagner. 








tee that the entire 20th Century-Fox 
organization will be available te ce- 
operate with Connors and back him 
up in this great patriotie work. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


George Bagnall. 
Bob Benchley. 
Frank Borzage. 
Will Hays. 
Henry Herbel 
Iver Kenway. 
Bon McElwaine. 
Norman Moray. 
Snag Werris. 
Steve Slesinger. 
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Our industry, too, has campaign ribbons it can proudly wear 
on its chest... Bond Drives... War Funds... March of Dimes 
. . « United Nations . . . Red Cross... yes, dozens of important 
missions on the home front—and more to come before this show , 
is over. But we can look any G.I. Joe in the eye and say “‘we didn’t \ 
let you down!’ .. . and we’ll be in there pitching ’til it’s over,\ - 
over there! eA 


That’s show business... the business we’re all proud of ... the. 
business that organized itself for national defense before the first ‘| 
shot was fired . . . the business that knows how to do things and 
how to get things done. 


Yes, it’s our job to pass the ammunition! To get the dollars 
that help fight battles . . . to get the dollars that help bandage 


the wounds of war! 


We all know that the true measure of showmanship is at the 
box office. We love records like we love the sound of laughter 
and applause in our theatres. We love record grosses! ... and 
that goes for bond sales, collections . . . or anything else we’re 
asked to do for our country. 


We are now called upen to bring, into the RED CROSS WAR 
FUND BOX OFFICE, more money in a single week than ever 
before. It’s going to test our showmanship... our ability to think 
of new ways to make the public dig deep and come across when 
we put up the house lights and pass the helmet. 


The Red Cross needs your help . . . just as the boys in the 
foxholes and the whole suffering world need the Red Cross! 














“The Red Cross is great because it reflects and is “It is gratifying to learn that the Theatre Divi- 
sustained by an idea that is lodged in the emo- sion, War Activities of the Motion Picture Indus- 
tions and consciousness of all the people. That try, again plans to organize collections in the na- . 
idea is the dignity of man, and the responsibility tion’s motion picture theatres from March 15th " 
of all society toward its individual members.” through March 21st, 1945, for the benefit of the a 


Red Cross War Fund. 


td 
: “I am confident that the enthusiastic co-opera- 
CL! ge tion of the nation’s exhibitors will materially help 
2 their local communities in attaining or exceeding 
CHAIRMAN, THE AMERICAN NATIONAL RED OROSS : their chapter goals.” 


See: 
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| NATIONAL CHAIRMAN, 1946 RED CROSS WAR FUND 
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YOUR TRAILER 


is a terrifie heart punch. ro jy. 
It stars Coa 
INGRID BERGMAN aut 
and was directed by 
Jacques Tourneur. 
You get it free. 

2un it at every 
performance. 
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‘é THEATRE DECORATIONS 
of: SPECIAL TRAILER 
/ HOUSE LIGHTS UP 


/ COLLECTION CONTAINERS 
>, /USE OF AD SLUGS ~ | 
| / OFFICIAL PROCLAMATION 
RADIO COOPERATION 
/ NEWSPAPER COOPERATION 
/ SPECIAL EVENTS , 
/ CHILDREN’S MATINE! 


/ CONTAINER AT BOX OFFICE 





/ SCHOOL TIEUPS 









“This is the eve of battle. For months your na- 
tional and local committees have labored with 
i the vast detail of organization and preparation 
for this drive. March 15th is D-Day and H-Hour 
4 for us. We have a great task to perform. As in 
every battle, success will depend on the initiative 
and fighting qualities of every man and woman 
in our industry. The RED CROSS is depend- 
ing on YOU .. . I know you will not fail the 
RED CROSS.” 


/ THEATRE READY 


This advertisement contributed by Columbia Pictures 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer » Monogram Pictures + Paramount 
‘ rnin Pietures - Republie Pictures - RKO Radio Pictures + 20th 


NATIONAL CHAIRMAN, MOTION PIGTURE INDUSTRY 1945 REO CROSS WAR PUND WEEK Century-Fox + United Artists - Universal Pictures - Warner Bros. 
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Riskin, With State Dept. OK, Wants 
H'wood to Continue Documentary Pix 


Hollywood, March 6. ¢ 


Robert Riskin, of Office of War 
Information overseas branch motion 
picture division, is presenting a 
recommendation to studio chiefs 
here for the founding of a separate 
non-profit company to make docu- 
mentaries in the postwar era 
up an autonomous Oor- 
ganization, to be subsidized by the 


In setting 


film industry, Riskin said the State 
dept. should have a representative 
on the policy board, inasmuch as 
films will be made for overseas dis- 
tribution. Board would also include 
staff of proposed company and top 
educators and scientists. Idea of 
films is to show the world how the} 
people in the U. S. live, and sub+ 


jects would range from medical and 


scientific achievements to school and | 
gover nt systems. Purpose is to] 
pick up spread of good will and 


selling of U. S. to foreign peoples 
via documentaries now being sent] 
overseas where OWI leaves off six | 
months after duration. 

Not only should industry subsidize 


the pli company, but philan- 
thropic foundations and various Gov- | 
ernment agencies, who would have | 
workings filmed, could place funds 
at company’s disposal. Talent, both 
writing and acting, could contribute 
services. Permanent staff and tech- | 
nicians, however, would be paid and 
studios would turn over facilities 
for filming of documentaries, accord- 
ing to Riskin. 

State Dept. would also have great 
hand in distribution of films, work- 
ing at various embassies and con- 
sulates with key distributors, who 
would take on chores of handling, 
repairing, cleaning, etc. films in 
their respective territories. Although 
films would be made primarily in 
16 mm., Riskin feels they could also 
be turned out for commercial re- 
lease, thereby bringing income 
which, in time, might be sufficient 
to make company self-sustaining. 

However, audiences of educational, 
scientific, labor and Government 
topper groups would be the ones 
aimed at primarily, with private 
showings for them through efforts of 
Hollywood and in conjunction with 
the State Dept. Film industry could 
aid in spreading good will for U. S. 
after the war by showing the rest of 
the world how we live and what 
we are doing over here, Riskin 
stated. Company’s real dividends 
would come from good will built up 
through this medium. 

Riskin remains here two weeks 
parleyin; with studio heads before 
returning east and then overseas. 
He has already spoken to film chiefs 
in New York who are weighing idea. 
Riskin also stated foreign audiences 
are anxious to see how we are liv- 
ing here and OWI shorts already 
released overseas have had excellent 
response and huge audiences. 
Through State Dept. guidance, Ris- 
kin feels, films could cement U. S. to 








| to $561,719, as again 


| $585,000, it 
| renegotiation will result in a refund | 


| he revealed. 





world, and highly receptive- audi- 
ences are already created. 

Plan calls for immediaté formation 
of company if studio chiefs agree to 
set it up. State Dept. is unofficially 





CON. FILMS’ $561,719 
NET PROFIT FOR 1944 


Consolidated Film tries (Re 
public) net income for 1944 amounted 
t $578.338 in tne 


preceding year, after all charges 
cluding Federal taxes in both 
stances. This is equal to $1.40 per 
share on 400,000 shares of preferred 
outstandi: compared with $1.44'% 
on same number Oi pre ferred share 
in 1943 Ir providing for Fede 
taxes and renegotiation of war con- 
| tracts amounted to $943,000 in past 
year while in 1943 this amount wa: 


being contemplated that 


of about $300.000 before adjustment 
for taxes. 

Consolidated net earnings state-| 
ment on Republic’s status reveals | 
that $875,000 was deducted for Fed- | 
eral income and excess profits taxes | 
nearly $300,000 more 
fit. Also that ad-publicity 
penses totaled $1,319,623. Total 
come from distribution of Republic | 
pictures for year ending last Oct. 27 | 
amounted to $14,555,925, substan- 
tially in excess of such income for 
the preceding fiscal year, according 
to Herbert J. Yates, Consolidated 
president. Republic’s net earnings 
for the fiscal year totaled $569,409, 


+} 4saaql 
or tnan actual 


ex- 


in- 


et pro 


Chi Showmen Gripe 
 Brownout Seems Aimed 
Chiefly at Amus. Biz 


Chicago, March 6. 
Contrary to daily newspaper re- 
| ports that show biz here has ac- 
| cepted WPB’s_  brownout_— edict 
“wholeheartedly,” there are plenty 
of beefs being made by exhibs about 








what they call gross inequities in the 


ruling. Like nitery operators, | 
who've gone so far in making objec- | 
tions to WMC’s curfew order that} 
they sent a delegation to Washington 
ast week to confer with Govern- 
nent officials, exhibs are plenty 
riled about some of the things that 
are going on—and apparently with 
od reasol! 

Theatre operators, while following 
the 60-watt-only-on-marquee order 
to the letter, were also ordered last 
week to cut down on lights in shad- 
ow boxes, photo frames and other 
lobby electricity usage. No viola- | 
tions of WPB rules have been re- 


ported, and few are expected, but 
what’s burning exhibs is the way 
other industries are permitted to go 


all out in illumination. Example: 
One railroad station here had 
three new aluminum freight cars on 
exhibit on a siding two days last 
| week, with public invited to give the 


show a gander. Cars, each about 40 
feet long, had two 100-watt spot- 
lights, spaced every ten feet, over- | 


head, for a grand total of 24—and 
the lights were on during daytime 


hours as well as at night! 

Cars, which railroads claim will Le | 
used extensively after the war, were | 
on exhibit strictly as a postwar in- | 
stitutional advertising pitch and 





Rep Hypos Predaction 
After March Tax Bite 


Hollywood, March 6. 

First of the studios to hop pro- 
duction after the annual March tax 
bite on exposed film is Republic, 
where eight pictures will get the 
starting gun before the end of the 
month, in addition to two currently 
before the cameras. 

March starters are “Man From 
Oklahoma,” “Trail of Kit Carson,” 
“Tiger Woman,” “Love, Honor and 
Goodbye,” “Colorado Pioneers,” 
“Mexicana,” “Union Pacific Scouts” 
and “Down Tahiti Way.” Carried 
over from February are “Girls of 
the Big House” and “The Amazing 
Mr. M.” 





Deitch Returns to Par 
In N.Y. as Theatre Exec 


Joe Deitch, veteran buyer-booker, 
who was originally in the Paramount 
homeoffice but for the past 12 years 
has been in charge of buying for the 
Tri-States (Blank) circuit in the 
midwest, returns to N. Y. to assume 
an executive post in the Par theatre 
department under Leonard H. Gold- 
enson. Exact nature of the post is 
not disclosed. 

With Par 20 years and a home 
office buyer when the old Publix 
theatre setup handled all film deals 
from N. Y., Deitch, who has made 
headquarters in Des Moines, comes 
into the h.o. April 1. 





claimed to be enthusiastic about pro- 
gram. 





3-Mos., Up Over Last Yr. 


Warner Bros.’ net operating profit 
for the first three months of com- 
pany’s fiscal year ending last Nov. 25 
amounted to $2,368,565 as against 
$1,981,730 for corresponding period 
a year ago. This is equal to 63c. per 
common share against 53c. in com- 
parable period a year ago. 

Gross income, afier eliminating 
intercompany transactions, totaled 
$33,093,321, as compared with $34,- 
413.961. Warners’ income and ex- 
cess profits taxes for the quarter 
ending last November amounted to 
$4,250,000. Reserve for contingen- 
cies includes $2,187,170 in respect of 
net assets of subsicds operaiing in 
foreign territories. ‘ 


Cox Tops U Cliffhangers 
Hoily wood, March 6. 
Production of all cliffhangers on 
the Universal lot has been placed 
under supervision of Morgan Cox, 
who moves into the spot once occu- 
plied by the late Henry MacRae. 
Cox is an old hand at serials, hav- 
img scripted numerous chapterplays 


Col. Inks Four N.Y. Scribes 
WB’s $2,368,565 Net For | 


Hollywood, March 6. 

Columbia’s drive for new writing 
talent resulted in the signing of 
four young scribes from the east to 
work under supervision of Richard 
Sokolove, story editor. 

New scripters are Martin Field, 
Guy Andros, John Lloyd and Harry 
J. Essex. 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, March 6. 
Shemp Howard, actor, Columbia. 
Beverly Johnson, actor, Par. 





Ricki Van Dusen, actress, 20th-Fox. | 


Lesley Selander, director, Rep. 
Frank McDonald, director,. Rep. 
Peggy Ryan, actress, Universal. 
Peter Cookson, actor, Monogram. 
Travis Banton; designer, Universal. 
George Macready, actor, Columbia. 
Louis King, director, 20th-Fox. 





| 


Lon Chaney, actor, Universal. 
Barry Fitzgerald, renewed, Par. 
Kay Scott, actress, Par. 

Howard Estabrook, writer, Rep. 
Robert Webb, director, 20th-Fox. 
Edward Hudson, actor, 20th-Fox. 
Seymour Felix, dance dir., 20th. 
Mona Freeman, actress, Par. 

Bob Graham, actor, Par. 

Lane Watson, actor, Inter’l. 
Chas. G. Booth, writer, 20th. 





wider the MacRae regime. 





Estelita, actress, Republic. 


Bee 
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| therefore, according to one exhib, 
| gimmicks such as this, which cannot 
in any way, shape or form'‘be con- 
strued as helping to win the war, | 
should, as in the case of theatres, be | 
clamped down on. 

Consensus here is that, while rail- 
roads and other such industries are 
doing a terriff job in the war effort, | 
WPB should also limit their use of 
electricity, just as they have theatres, | 
especially where plugs for postwar 
biz are concerned. 


Argentina May Ban 
Mex Pix; Wants Stock 


Argentina, desperate for film raw 





stock, has threatened to close her 
picture houses to Mexican-made 
films unless Mexico supplies raw 


stock to Argentine for her industry. 

Chile is understood to have turned 
over part of her raw stock to Ar- 
gentina, but not sufficient to meet 
requirements. 


Deighton Moves Ahead 
To Top U Casting Dept. 


Hollywood, March 6. 

Universal upped Howard Deighton 
to casting director, filling the post 
recently vacated by Robert Speers, 
who was made a member of the 
Advisory Board in charge of players 
and directors. 

Former legit producer in England, 
Deighton joined Universal’s Casting 
staff last October after functioning 
as talent executive for the Holly- 
wood Victory Committee and USO- 
Camp Shows. 


Jovan Takes Over Monroe, 
Chi, From Lubliner-Trinz 


Chicago, March 6. 

Operation of the Monroe, 960-seat 
Loop house, was taken over yester- 
day by James Jovan, who will con- 
tinue the present second = run 
policy until definite arrangements 
can be made to switch over to first 
runs. Jovan has tentatively set “Be- 
hind the Enemy Lines” to inaugu- 
rate the new policy March 14. Film 
is a compilation of captured enemy 
shots edited by Maj. Ross Duff White- 
tock to be released by Globe. 

The Monroe was built in 1922 and 
from 1923 until 1930 was operated by 
the old Fox Film Co. as its first-run 
downtown house. Since 1930 house 
| has been operated by Sam and Eddie 
Trinz and Harry Lubliner, who also 
have the lease on the Clark, for- 
merly the legit Adelphi, 





Kohlmar to Westwood 


Hollywood, March 6. 
Fred Kohlmar. currently produc- 
|ing “The Well-Groomed Bride” at 
Paramount, will move into 20th-Fox 

May 1 under a producer contract. 
Formerly an associate producer at 
Columbia, Kohlmar shifted to Par- 
amount four years ago in a similar 











er 





| capacity. 


While Majors Would Curb Further 
Indie Deals, Latter Still Grow—Spring 





+ Y 
BO ag dns sien oom re- 
CHI POLICE CENSORS portedly have locked the doors 





NIX MONO’S ‘DILLINGER’ 


Chicago, March 6. 
Chicago police censor board, con- 


tinuing the policy inaugurated in 
1932 when it banned UA’s “Scar- 
| face,” last week rejected Monogram’s 
“Dillinger.” Board, which made the 
announcement in its routine month- 
ly roundup of statistics on pix 
viewed during February, did not ex- 
plain its action, claiming it’s not the 
policy to give a distributor a n 
rap, and referred all questions to 
Irving Mandel, boss of Monogram 


exchange here, who in turn said “no- 
comment.” 

Understood, however, that pic, like 
“Scarface,” which was held up for 
vears and cut plenty before finally 
being given the white slip, and 20th- | 
Fox's “Roger Touhy,” which was 
pinked at first, but later given the 
green light when suggested cuts 
were made, tends to glorify the slain 
Dillinger, who, like “Scarface” Al 
Capone and Touhy, first gained 
notoriety in Chi. 

Board’s decision has roused plenty | 
of comment in Film Row, especially | 
in view of the fact that Chi Daily | 
News a few weeks ago ran a gory | 
picture story on Dillinger’s life in| 


| two Saturday roto sections, with no | 


objections from the public or any | 
censor board on record. Tightening | 
up of restrictions, in view of rum- 
pus over “Trio” in N. Y. last week, 
is viewed by some as a wartime 


| trend. 


Mandel wouldn’t say whether he’d 
appeal the board’s ruling or not, but 
usual procedure is for exchange 
execs to apply to Police Commr. 
James Allman for reversal. Pointed 
out that board also pinked 20th-Fox’s 
“Hangover Square” two weeks ago, 
with no reason given, but learned 
that Allman overrode the board on 
appeal of the exchange. Columbia's 
“I Love a Mystery” was also tagged 
“Adults Only” during February. 

Unusual angle of the to-do is that | 
“Scarface,” on the shelf for years | 
before UA finally got an injunction 
against the board forcing them to 
release it, ran over the week-end at 
the Loop Monroe on dual basis with 
“Hell’s Angels.” 


Lesser Starts Monkey 
Business as Insurance 


Hollywood, March 6. 
To guard against a possible simian 
shortage, Sol Lesser is developing a 
farm for the breeding and training 
of chimpanzees. With exclusive 
‘Tarzan” rights in his possession and 
Johnny Weissmuller under contract, 


the only flaw in Lesser’s strategy is 
the undependability of chimps. 
These actors, like their human col- 
leagues, are not only temperamental 
but prone to pneumonia and other 
ailments of civilization. - 

Al Antonucci, formerly with the 
St. Louis Zoo, has been signed as 
simian educator, with 12 chimps as 
the nucleus of a stock company, 
based in an artificial jungle in Cul- 
ver City. Anytime a chimp goes 
haywire or ill, there will be at least 
11 understudies ready to take over. 
Next chimp picture will be “Tarzan 
and the Leopard Woman.” : 











Ask Theatre Divorcement 
In Minn. Legislature 


Minneapolis, March 6. 
For the first time in five years a 
theatre divorcement bill has been 


introduced into the state legislature. 
The measure prohibits film producers 
or distributors from owning “in 
whole or in part” or operating film 
theatres. It becomes effective 12 
months after enactment and carries 
a penalty of $10,000 fine or a year 
in jail for violation. 

Introduction of the bill came as 
a complete “surprise” to the local 
independent exhibitors’ organization 
and, as far as can be learned, the 
proposed law has no organized back- 
ing, but was a single legislator’s 
brainchild. Independent leaders have 
not been agitating for such legisla- 
tion recently. 

-A similar bill was previously de- 
feated in the legislature and the 
present one is given little chance of 
receiving mvch consideration, let 
alone passage. 





| distributing company with 


| set 


against any further releasing deals 
with independent producers, refus- 
ing to take any more on, but this 


|step will not, in the opinion of Sam- 


uel Spring, w.k. industry attorney, 
stop what is growing into a tidal 
wave of indie producing venture 
The end of the war will not only 
see this tide roll in, to the possible 
consternation of major companies, 
but when building and other restric. 
tions are relaxed, it is very likely, 
Spri believes, that new distribut- 
ing companies will come into the 


picture to provide sales and releasing 
outlet for indie producers. Of course, 
he adds, those who have valuable 
properties, including stories—and, in 
case of stars, themselves—will find 
themselves in a highly advantageous 
position. New distributing organiza- 
tions would be forming right now, 
the veteran film attorney opines, if 
they were able to build exchanges 
across the country and supply them 
with typewriters, billing machines, 
comptometers, etc., which are im- 
possible to obtain at present. 

It has been reported unofficially 
that Vanguard Films, Inc. (David O. 
Selznick) might branch out as-<a 
its own 
exchanges, which would mean pull- 
ing away from United Artists. Also, 
Harry C. Arthur, v.p. of Fanchon & 
Marco, some time back was assured 
by certain producers and artists in 
Hollywood who wanted to produce 
picturees themselves, that if a fran- 
chising organization similar to the 
old First National company could be 
up, they would swing with it. 
That venture is still on the fire. 

Spring, who was secretary-treas- 
urer and general counsel of First Na- 
tional before it merged with Warners 
about 16 years ago, and acts in a 
legal capacity for Sam Goldwyn and 
Vanguard, plus various other film in- 
terests, looks to a postwar goldstrike 
for indie producers. 

Gov't in Indies’ Corner 

“Never before has there been such 
an opportunity for the independent 
producer,” he states. “The Govern- 
ment apparently favors them as 
against studio control by majors, and 
the exhibitors, also, are in their 
corner. There are more good pro- 
ducers now than ever before in the 
history of the film business and, 
based upon what they have been 
able to prove, they want to go ahead 
but without strings.” 

Noting that the picture industry 
from its earlier days has gone 
through several phases, Spring be- 
lieves that victory will bring about 
an important phase so “far as in- 
ternational marketing of films is con- 
cerned and that another will be the 
domination of the industry by inde- 
pendent film-makers with releasing 
channels. 

Among other things, he points to 
the attractive taxation angles in the 
organization of producing companies 
by salaried producers, directors and 
stars. Individual income taxes in the 
high brackets will be here for a long 
time to come, but corporate levies 
will come down, Spring predicts. 
The attorney also expresses the con- 
viction that major producer-distribu- 
tors will be divorced from their the- 
atre chains and that this will further 
encoupage the spread of independent 
producing units. Asserting divorce- 
ment is sure to come, he guesses that 
it may not be for seven years or s0, 
however, 

In fact, it has been reported that 
if the Big Five will agree to divorce- 
ment, the Government will allow 
them possibly up to that number of 
years to complete divestment of their 
many and involved theatre interests. 


Nichols, Meredith’s RKO 
Pic With Miss Goddard 


Hollywood, March 6. 

Dudley Nichols and Burgess Mere- 
dith checked in at RKO as producer 
and associate producer, to make a 
picture, still untitled, starring Paul- 
ette Goddard. 

Production will be the one off- 
the-lot picture permitted annually 
under Miss Goddard's contract with 
Paramount. Jean Renoir will di- 
rect. 





RKO’S RECORD STOCK CO. 


Hollywood, March 6. 
Stock player roster at RKO is up 
to 54, the largest number in the his- 
tory of the studio. 
Lists consists of 28 males and 26 
femmes. 
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5 Majors Set Up Own Checking Bureau, 


Jack Levin at Helm; 3 Cos. Remain Out 


Formation of an industry checking * 
bureau in an effort to plug losses] 
through insufficient returns on per- | 
centage deals, previously reported in 
rae last June. was formally 
announced last Friday (2) in New 
Ye 

New agency, called Confidential 
Reports, has been organized by five 
majors—Paramount, RKO, United 
Artists, Columbia, Universal—at a 


reported investment of $500,000 for 
installations and supervision. 

Metro. Warners and 20th-Fox have 
refrained from joining new organ- 
ization, two former having their own 


checkers and latter remaining with 
Ross Federal! 

John J. O'Connor, Universal v.p 
will also function as president of 
Confidential Reports, In< Jack 
Levin, who resigned from the Copy 
right Protection Bureau, has been 
appointed v.p. and general manager 
of the new agency 

Levin stated that some 5,000 men 
would be needed for the new check- 
ing service and that wages will be 
paid at a $5. $6 and $7 minimum 
daily rate. He also announced that 


leases had been signed for practical- 
ly all 30 branch offices in key distri- 
bution centers. Branch managers 
and supervisors have been appointed | 
and there are plans for setting up 
five district offices shortly. 

Levin pointed out that personnel 
for the organization was being lined 
up from outside the film industry 

Harold L. Groves has been ap- 
pointed field director; Jules Willing, 
personne! director; Harold Saxe, 
comptroller 


‘BERNADETTE’S’ ANNUAL 
REISSUE; N.Y. RIV DATE 


Regarded as a natural for Easter 
booking annually, “Song of Berna- 
dette” is being made available cross 
the country the end of this month by 
20th-Fox. A representative number 
of bookings have been set up for ex- 
hibition of the picture at general ad- 
missions. 

The Rivoli, N. Y., is the only house | 
so far which has bought the picture | 
as an experiment during the height 
of the Lenten period. This house 
has dated “Bernadette” for a run) 
from March 10-27 in the belief that | 
it is the only picture on file that may | 
importantly offset the usual Easter 
slump. 

“Bernadette” played approximate- 
ly 3,500 dates at advanced prices up 
to last December, grossing around 





$3,000,000. It set a new high in 
— for all time for RKO’s 41 
reater N. Y. theatres. 





RKO Production Sked 
Tops Studio Record 


Hollywood, March 6. 

Production program for March is 
the heaviest in the history of RKO, 
with six starters and five holdovers 
crowding the stages on the Holly- 
wood and Culver City lots. 

Newcomers. for March are “The 
Bells of St. Mary’s,” “Radio Stars on 
Parade,” “Bar of Music,” “Ding 
Dong Williams,” “Chicago Lulu” and 
“Cornered.” Continued from last 
month are “First Man Into Tokyo,” 
“The Most Dangerous Game.” 
“George White's Scandals of 1945.” 
“The Invisible Army” and “Man 
Alive.” 








’ 


Irwin Esmond, 70, Resigns 
As N.Y. State Film Censor 


Albany, March 6. 

Irwin Esmond, director of the 
motion picture division of the State 
Education Dept. since Oct. 10, 1932, 
and outstandingly successful in the 
Post, has retired, effective March 1. | 
He arrived at the statutory retire- 
ment age of 70 in February. 

Dr. Irwin A. Conroe, 46-year- -old | 
Assistant Commissioner for Higher 
and Professional Education, 
ing an interim period as acting head | t 


| directed for Par 
| company 
| Inn, 


| RKO, Fox and Educational 


| Rogers starrer, 


| cals 





‘Duel’ 


Hollywood 

O. Selznick 
the Sun” 
location near Tucson 
where the sun always 
or nearly always. Shooting was 
delayed several days by a snow 
storm. 


MARK SANDRICH DIES 


Damper 
March 


took 


6. 
his 

to a 

Ariz., 


shines- 


David 


“Duel in troupe 








| to 


AT 44 IN HOLLYWOOD, 


Mark Sandrich, 
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VE SPOTII GHTS D. J. Demands Divorcement: Action 
HIGH PIL BACKIOR Against Big 5 Set for Oct. 8; Court 


Reserves Decision On Clearance 
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tied 


rtage, 
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ori 
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Eur 


in a wing 
end of 
for 


high-cos 


print 
the 


flexib 


approaching opean 


war, and need 


liquidate 


necessary, is again in the spotligl 
of executive confabs. 
Unusually high inventory, an ad- 
vantage in view of the marked slow- 
down in production due to shortage 
of manpower and materials 
regarded unfavorably 
toppers should any weakening in the 


market develop. In event of a dip 


in b.o. values, inventories would 
have to be marked down in line with 
potential grosses 

Some major execs are not calcu- 


| lating in terms of backlog pictures, 


d a short time later by his | 


| the 


but in terms of dollar value of in- 
ventory. One exec, from accounts, 
stated he would raise the issue of 
high inventory levels at board 
of directors meeting with view to 


| adjustments. 


wife. Sandrich had been an ace di- 
ector and producer at Paramount 
for the past six years. Prior to that | 
he had been a director at RKO, 
making a name for himself as di- 
rector of Fred Astaire-Ginger Rogers 
musical films. Before that he had | 
gained attention as director of com- 
edy shorts for Educational. 


Sandrich was an ex-president of 
the Screen Directors Guild and vice- 
chairman of Hollywood Victory Com- 
mittee. He helped assemble 
directed the Hollywood Victory 
Carvan several years ago. At time 
of his death he was preparing the 
program for the 17th annual Acad- 
emy Awards presentation. Para- 
mount employees observed five 
minutes of silence yesterday (Tues.) 
when funeral was held. 

Sandrich had been preparing to 
produce and direct Irving Berlin’s 
“Blue Skies,” with Bing Crosby as 
star, slated to be one of Par’s out- 
standing 1945 pictures. He most re- 
cently completed “Here Come the 
Waves,” another Crosby picture. 
This was finished only a few days 
before the world preem of “I Love 
a Soldier,” Paulette Goddard-Sonny 
Tufts starring comedy. Sandrich 


| produced and directed “So Proudly 


We Hail,” also for Paramount in 
1942, in which Claudette Colbert, 
Miss Goddard and Veronica Lake 
starred. Others he produced and 
after joining the 
in 1938 include “Holiday 
” Crosby-Astaire film; “Love Thy 
Neighbor,” “Buck Benny Rides 
Again” and “Man About Town.” 
Sandrich signed a new contract in 
March, 1944, whereby he was to 
produce and direct one feature an- 
nually for Par for five years with 
the right to produce three pictures 
for other companies during the 


| period of the pact. 


Born in N.Y., he studied at Co- 
lumbia University, going to Holly- 
wood in 1923. After working for 
among 
others as shorts director, he made a 
three-reel band film which won an 
Academy award. 

His first feature was “Melody 
Cruise.” Then he made two Wheeler 
and Woolsey feature-length com- 
edies. Sandrich directed “The Gay 
Divorcee,” which gave Fred Astaire 
and Ginger Rogers their first big 
starring roles together. It elevated 
him to the rank of topflight direc- 
tor. “Top Hat,” another Astaire- 


ful, for him and as a money-maker. 
He did three Astaire-Rogers musi- 
in a row for RKO after this. 
One of his first dramatic efforts was 
directing Katharine Hepburn in “A 
Woman Rebels.” 
Survived by widow and two sons. 


Brackett Appointed 


Hollywood, March 6. 
At meeting of Motion Picture 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, yes- 
|terday (5), Charles Brackett was 
named program director for the 17th 
annual awards show March 15. 
Brackett takes ever job vacated by 


is serv-| | Mark Sandrich’s death. He will con- 


tinue with program as originally 


of the mpd. He will handle this in| planned by Sandrich, including mon- 


addition to his other duties. 


tage from films nominated for Os- | 


j}and 60% 


Meantime, however, replacement 
value of inventory remains stable 


| since production costs continue high 


estimated by studio heads at about 
40% higher in 1944-45 than in 1942, 
higher than in 1939. Y. 
Frank Freeman recently estimated 


| that due to increased cost of labor 


|and materials 
and | 


studio heads 
output 


(other 
have also referred to slower 


| due to less experienced personnel) 


| it takes 


was equally success- | 





53 days to make an “A” 
production, which formerly took 42 
days. Per day cost of making “A” 
product has been estimated at from 
$15,000 to $20,000. 

Slowdown in distribution as a re- 
sult of raw film limitations, expected 
to make itself felt in terms of reve- 


nue within the next 60 days, would 
handicap speedy liquidation of in- 
ventories in the event that such a 
move becomes necessary. 

For the time being many execs 
continue favoring high inventories 


as a hedge against limited production 
facilities, also taking view that a 
lower replacement value of nega- 
tives is not a near-term prospect; 
that decline in labor and material 
costs is not likely in the months 
ahead. 

Metro, and 


Warners, Paramount 


puted at around $185,000,000. 


LOU POLLOCK HEADS 





BIOW’S PICTURE DEPT. 


Lou Pollock, former United Art- | May, 1934. a director. 


ists ad-publicity director, has been} 
named head of the expanded film de- | 
partment of the Biow ad agency. 


will headquarter in Hollywood, mov- 
ing out there shortly, following the 
departure last Saturday (3) of Milton | 
Biow, agency topper, to survey the 

situation. 

Jack Pegler tried the Biow film 
chore for a spell, but Pollock will 
extend the department, concentrating 
on the many independent producers 
in the industry. 


‘Berlin’s’ Boff Bally 


Warners’ is using a talk-provok- 
ing subway poster campaign in N. Y. 
for “Hotel Berlin,” currently at the 
Strand, N. Y. It’s framed around 


the idea of “Apartments,” 
word highlighted to cash in on pub- 
lic’s yen to note anything pertain‘ts 
to apartments or places to live. 
This was tied in with the picture's 
title, with the wording that 
are 1,000 rooms and 2,000 secret pas- 





sageways” in “Hotel Berlin,” set for 
occupancy at Strand in N. Y., March 
2. 





ears which will be shown that night 
at Chinese theatre. 

Academy also named Franz Wax- 
man and Alfred Newman as vee- 
pees to assist Brackett in carrying 
out program. 


is also! 
by some film ; 





Nix Arbitration 


Big Five, following furthe: 
confabs last week, decide 
against proposing offer to arbi 
trate specific run which had 
been discussed as a measure to 
compromise with the Depart- 
ment of Justice on other consent 
qaecree issues 

Reported that although Metro 
and RKO reps were in favor of 
the plan, two other majors op- 
posed it. They would obviously 
be affected in too many imoor- 
tant sectors 


RALPH KOHN, VET OF PAR 
FINANCING, DIES IN N. Y. 


Suffering from a heart 
about 10 years, Ralph 


Paramount 





ailment for 
A. Kohn, 


executive, 


vet- 
ran who 
the time of his resignation from the 
company after his first serious hear 
attack, was treasurer and a member 
of the directorate, died last Sunday 
(4) in N. Y. 

The corpulent, red-faced Kohn, 
was not only a colorful figure in 
the picture. industry but one of the 


at | 


Robert L. Wright, assistant U.S 
Attor! General, told Judge Henry 
W. Goddard in N.Y. federal court 
Monday (5) that trial of the Gov- 
ernment iction for new consent 
decree involvin rceme of 
theatre chains from  producer-dis- 
tributo1 ould be necessary. Trial 
| of the issues involved, set for Oct. 8, 
may take a long time, according to 

| Wright 

In order to expedite matters, first 
of several pre-trial conferences be- 

| tween Government reps and counsel 
for.the Big Five was set for March 
26 Attor are scheduled to 
meet to decide upon the issues to be 
presented t he Court for adjudica- 
tion 

Judge Goddard reserve ecision 
on the Government's application for 
a-stemporary injunction, preceding 
rial, on clearance practices. Judge 
Goddard said he did not concur in 
the Governmeni’s belief in the im- 
mediate necessity for such an in- 
junction. Briefs on this phase of 
the proceedings will be submitted 
by March 26. 

In arguing for interim relief on 
clearance, Wright said that ithe 
power of the Arbitration Appeal 
Board did not go far enough under 
the decree to permit elimination of 


'shrewdest financiers. He is said to| 
have made the deal, when Para-| 
mount Publix was in trouble, to ob- 


| by putting up film negatives 


}a suit 





el 





with this | 


“there | 


} 





| 


20th-Fox inventories are now com-| +" friends. 


tain $13,000,000 in loans from banks 
as col- 
lateral. When Par went into bank- 
ruptcy this was made the 
on the ground that the deal | 
violated the indenture of bonds of 
P-P. He was among directors named 
in the action which was finally set- | 


tled out of court through payment 
of varying sums by each. 
After leaving Par 10 years ago, 


Kohn was associated with Ben Schul- 


berg, also a former Par executive, 
for a time in independent produc- 
tion. In recent years, he sold insur- 


ance as a member of Keith, Cosgrave 
& Co., N. Y. 


Kohn suffered his first heart at- 
tack at home one night when he was 
running off some 16 mm. pictures 
He.was forced to go to 
California for a long rest after that, 
quitting Par to do so. He originally 
joined Famous Players in 1913 as 
assistant counsel and assistant secre- 
tary, later becoming assistant secre- 
tary and assistant treasurer of Para- 
mount-Famous-Lasky. In 1927, he 
became treasurer of Par and in 


sister 
of the Navy, and a 


Survived by a 
Ralph Kohn, Jr., 
daughter. 


‘Hedy - Chertok Set 


Indie Production Unit 


Hollywood, March 6. 

Hedy Lamarr and Jack Chertok 
are setting up a deal to enter inde- 
pendent production. Star’s contract 
with Metro expires in about 30 days 
and although she may re-ink with 
lot or some other major, contingency 
will be that she do one outside pic- 


ture annually on her indie deal. If 
the star doesn’t sign, she will do 
three or four pictures yearly in con- 
junction with Chertok. 

Details, however, not ironed out as 
yet, nor is releasing deal set up. 


Chertok formerly was producer at 
Metro and Warners. 

Miss Lamarr was spoken 
joining the RKO roster. 


of as 





™ ‘ , 
Walsh to Pilot ‘Don Juan 
Holly wood, March 6. 
Wainers assigned Raoul Walsh to 
direct “The Adventures of Don 
Juan.” next Errol Flynn starrer, 
'starting late this month. 
Jerry Wald, producer, is assem- 


| bling eight femmes, 


representing as 


many nationalities, to play opposite 


| Flynn. 


subject of | 


| 





in 





“unreasonable” clearance. Wright 
told. the, Court Lat. <S'Sab2 9 ons 
of many forms of discrimine 
which he is trying to eliminate 
til trial of the other issues. 
Former Judge Joseph M. Pros- 
kauer, cOunsel for Warners, said that 
Wright asked for a quick trial and 
got it and now was seeking the most 
drastic form of relief known to law. 
Proskauer said he would show the 
Court where in the name of fairness 
and decency such relief should not 
be granted. He stated that the Anti- 
Trust Division of the Department of 
Justice was not a Santa Claus when 
it agreed some five years ago that 
clearance was necessary; that it did 


un- 


so because it understood that it was 
true, and conditions have not 
changed since. 

Proskauer cited that in 75% of 


the cases before the Appeal Board 
it was ruled that clearance was 
necessary. He pointed out that if 
the injunction were granted there 
would be legal suits by thousands of 
independent exhibitors. 

Whitney North Seymour, for 
Paramount; John Caskey, 20th-Fox: 
John W. Davis for Loew’s; Louis 
Frohlich, Columbia; and Ed Raftery 
for United Artists, also opposed the 
Government’s move for injunctive 
relief. 


Judge Goddard granted applica- 


- a son, Ensign | tions of the Society of Independent 


| Motion 


Picture Producers, repre- 
sented by Morris L. Ernst, and Con- 
ference of Independent Exhibitors, 
represented by Jesse Stern, to file 
briefs as amicis-curie. 

At the conclusion of the hearings, 
which lasted about three hours, 
Judge Goddard stated that his im- 
pression is that a decision of the 
Appeals Board is not proof of a 
violation of the Sherman Act—that 
clearance must exist. It cannot be 
applied like a yardstick in all cases 
but, in each case, must be decided 
upon individual merits. “I'm not 
ready to rule now.” said Judge God- 
dard, “for if I do I will rule against 
you, Mr. Wright.” 


Col, Banks to Back 


Filming of ‘Snafu’ 
Hollywood, March 6. 

Film production of the Broadway 

show, “Snafu.” by Jack Moss and 

George Abbott, will be financed 40°% 

by Columbia and 60° by banks, un- 

der the arrangement for Columbia 


| release. 


Abbott will contribute his interest 

the play, Lou Solomon and 
Herold Buchman, authors. will do 
likewise, and Moss will handle pro- 
duction on a percentage basis equal 


to that of the other three. Billy 
Redfield, currently in the stase 
piece, will play the same role on 
the screen. Filming starts abor 
June 1. 
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*“*THE PICTURE OF 
DORIAN GRAY” with 
George Sanders, Hurd 
Hatfield, Donna Reed, 
Angela Lansbury, Peter 
Lawford,LowellGilmore, 
Richard Fraser + Screen 
Play by Albert Lewin 
Based Upon the Novel by 
Oscar Wilde - Directed 
by Albert Lewin « Pro- 
duced by Pandro $. Bere 
man + An M-G-M Picture 


LEO HAS PRODUCED 
A MASTERPIECE! | 
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IN THE NATIONAL MAGAZINES —_— 
AND SYNDICATED COLUMNS! 


eT ec ” People are talking about the movie ‘THE PICTURE 


OF DORIAN GRAY’~so amazing!” 
—VOGUE MAGAZINE 


y a\ “Orchids for ‘THE PICTURE OF DORIAN GRAY’!” 


Pe —WALTER WINCHELL 


4 ' “M-G-M has given us a picture with a daring theme. 
Never did I dream it could be done so beautifully.” 


—ELSA MAXWELL 
in her syndicated column 




















e it and let it speak for icself!’’ —stIDNEY SKOLSKY 





FROM HOLLYWOOD’S CORRESPONDENTS! 


“Unusual! Exciting! “THE PICTURE OF DORIAN GRAY’ 


will be the most talked about movie of 1945!”’ 


—ERSKINE JOHNSON, Hollywood correspondent, 
Newspaper Enterprise Association 


‘“‘No one should miss it! Breathless... from start to finish!”’ 
—JOHN TODD, International News Service 


“One of the most da:ing and revealing films ever produced! ts FLASH! 


Truly remarkable!”’ 
—FRED STANLEY, Hollywood correspondent, N. Y. Times 


‘‘One of the best to come out of Hollywood in years!” CAPITOL 


—PHILIP K. SCHEUER, Los Angeles Times and Family Circle Magazine 
“A daring story to film and M-G-M has filmed it daringly! (New York) 


Marks a milestone!” —HAROLD SWISHER, United Press 
WORLD 
FROM THE TRADE! PREMIERE 


‘Rugged box-office stuff. Swell entertainment. A thriller!” 


—FILM DAILY ETS 
‘“Magnificently produced. Excellently acted. Will hold tense, S ; 


fascinated interest. Outstanding performances.” 


—SHOWMEN’S TRADE REVIEW 





“Unusual, intriguing and novel. Interpreted with superlative 
artistry. Hurd Hatfield superb.” —MOTION PICTURE DAILY 


“Oscar Wilde’s daring story exceptionally good film. Hatfield YE AR 

gives brilliant performance. Sends shivers up and down 

the spine.” —BOXOFFICE | 

“Its magnificence can hardly be approached by any picture RECORD! 
that has ever been made.” —HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 





Red Cross Week—March 15-21 
Collect At Every Show! 
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THE STORY OF BILLY THE KID 


, Thomas Mitchell . Walter Huston + Jack Buetel 


nd presenting for the first time on the screen the nation's Number One Pin-up Gir 


JANE RUSSELL 


SOOM ORR 





THAT HAS BEEN MOST 
NATIONALLY PUBLICIZED 


F ANY MOTION PICTURE... 
WILL BE RELEASED 


THRU UNITED ARTISTS! 








COLLECT AT EVERY SHOW! 
RED CROSS WEEK. « MARCH 18-91 
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‘Have’ Colossal 436, Chi: Destiny, 


McIntyre Fast 


Chicago, March 6. 

Biggest currently are “To Have, | 
Have Not.” at State-Lake, and “Meet 
Me in St. “Louis,” playing second 
week at Chicago, both being socko. 
Only other newcomer is “Destiny, 
‘ed with stage bill headed by Hal 


palre . . 
Mcintyre’s band at. Oriental. ; It's 
fine $28,000. Surprisingly big biz is | 


being chalked up on fourth week by | 


“Objective Burma,” with $17,000, at | 
the small Roosevelt. “Murder, My 
it $19,000, also is big at the 
the second session 


Estimates for This Week 


~ ‘ > ’ 


Palace 


1O1 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 55-95) 
“Guest in House” (UA) (2a wk) 
O $9,000 Last week, brisk 
$14.000 

Chiecage (B&K) (3,900: 55-95)— 
“Mieex Me St. Louis” (M-G) with 
Ro-e Marie heading stage show (2d 
wk). Boft $63,000. Last week, huge 
$67,000 


Yowntown (Barger) (1,600: 44-95) 


Shuttered Thursday (1), after best 


week to date with “Hi, Beautiful’ 
(U) with Lionel Hampton orch on 
tavce at wham $32,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 55-95) 
“Sion of Cross” (Par) (reissue) (2d 
w! Fine $11,000. Last week, tor- 

$14,000 

Grand (RKO) (1,150; 55-95) 
“VY hering Heights” (UA) nd 
“Tonper” (UA) (Creisgues?). Hefty 
$9,500. Last week, lofty $11,000. 


Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 44-95) 
‘Destiny” (U) with Hal McIntyre 
June Preisser heading stage 
show. Fancy $28,000. Last week. 
“Town Went Wild” (PRC) with 
Henry Busse orch, solid $26,900. 
Palace (RKO) (2,500: 55-95) 
“Murder, My Sweet” (RKO) and| 
“Her Lucky Night” (U) (2d wk). 
Sharp $19,000. Last week, fat $26,000 
Reosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-95) 
“Objective Burma” (WB) (4th wk). | 
Firm $17,000. Last week. husky 
$29,000. 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 55-95)- 


Or? 


“Have. Have Not” (WB). Terrific | 
$43.000. Last week, “Keys of King- 
dom” (20th) (5th wk), 6 days, and 
“Have, Have Not” (WB), 1 day, 
grand $24,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700: 55- 
95)—“Parkington” (M-G) (4th wk). 


Snappy $19,000. Last week, $21,000. | 


Weeds (Essaness) (1,200: 55-95)- 
“Belle Yukon” (RKO) (2d wk). Fair’ 
$14,000. Last week, “Princess, Pi- 
rite” (RKO) (15th wk), 3 days, and 


“Belle Yukon” (RKO), 4 days, nice 
$16,000 


‘Co-Eds’ Bangup $16,000 
Despite St. Louis Dip; 
‘Practically’ Hot 176 


St. Louis, March 6. 

Snow, rain and cold weather will 

eut biz this session. 
Estimates for This Week 

Loew's (Loew) (3,172: 40-60)— 
“Music For Millions” (4-G) (2d wk.). 
Pee $15,000 after swell $23,500 first 
stanza. 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,000: 40-60)— 


“Thin Man To Town” (M-G) and 
Leave It To Blondie” (Col.) (2d 
wk). Trim $6,500 after $8.400 first 


S€ssion. 

Ambassader (F&M) (3,000: 50-60) 
~~ Practically Yours” (Par) and 
‘Double Expense” (Par). Hot $17.- 
000. Last week, “Bell Tolls” (Par). 
good $13,000. 

Fox (F&M) 
Come Co-eds” 
Girl” (U). 
Last week. 
(RKO) and 
ditto. 

Missouri 
“Murder 
“Sunday 
$9.500. 
(RKO?) 
$5.000. 
a St. Len's (F&M) (4,000: 40-50)— 
Enemy of Women” (Mono) and “A 
Wave, Wac” (Mono). Fair $4,000. Last 
week. “Town Went Wild” (PRC?) and 
“I'm From Arkansas (PRC), 4.700. 


‘Bell’ Fairish $12,000 

I Fairish $12,000, 

e< ‘ ° 9 ¢ 
L’ville; ‘Music’ OK 14 
Louisville, March 6. 

Business is dipping slightly this 
week. No particular bally efforts ex- 

cepting on “Music For Millions” 


Loew's State which was plugged 
heavily on the radio, and fied in 


(5,000; 50-60)—‘Here 
(U) and “Nite Club 
Swel! $16,000 or 
“Murder My 
“Girl Rush” 


(F&M) (3,500; 50-60)— 
My Sweet” (RKO) and 
Dinner” (20th). Average 
Last week, “Body Snatcher” 
and stage show (2d wk). 


Sweet” 
(RKO). 





with concert appearance of Jose 
Iturbi at Memorial Aud. Tuesday | 
(27). Heavy rains which brought 


threat of a flood. had a dampening 
effect on weekend biz. 
a “s‘imates for This Week 
ra 


“n (Fourth Avenue-Loew’s) 
(1.000: 40-60) —“This Man's Navy” 
(M-G) and “Blonde Fever” (M-G). 


Good $3.500 on moveover. Last week. 
St. Louis” (M-G) (5th 
wk), §3,000. 


Kentucky (Switow) (1,200: 30-46)| World” (UA) (4th wk). Okay $9,600. | weck of m.0. 
j last aveek’s boff $10,000. 


“Something For Boys” (20th) and 


28G, ‘Murder’ 19G, 2d 


1 (2d wk) 
| $3 500, forte. 


/}up rousing week at the Palace. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


San Francisco, March 6. 
near i 


at | 


downtown | 





“3 Men in White” (M-G). Average 
$1,700. Last week, “Tall in Saddle” 
(RKO) and “Kismet” (M-G), $1,800. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 40- 
60)— “Music For Millions” (M-G). 
Plenty of bally with concert by 
Iturbi, Tuesday (27) a hypo to the 
pic. Looks solid $14,000. Last week, 





“This Man’s Navy” (M-G) and/} 
“Blonde Fever” (M-G), $13,000. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,000; 
40-60) “Objective Burma” (WB) 
Still sturdy in h.o. around 





Last week, strong $5,- 
000. 


National (Stanard) (2,400; 50-75) | 
House taken over for 9 days start- | 
Wednesday (28) by local war 
plant for home talent show “On the 
Level.” Last week, “Accuse Parents” | 
(PRC) and “Delinquent Daughters” | 
(PRC) plus vaude, mild $7,500 in five 
days 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 40- 
60)— “Bell Tolls” (Par). Back at 
resular prices, medium $12,000. Last | 
week. “Experiment Perilous” (RKO) | 
and “Girl Rush” (RKO), $11,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: | 
40-60) “House Frankenstein” (U) | 
and “Mummy’s Curse” (U). Prob- 
good $5,000. Last week, “Gel 
Man” (U) and “Dead Man's 
(U). okay $4.090 


Hei 


FALCON-JONES | 


BIG 38, CLEVE. 


veland, March 6. 
Biz gener: off from last 
week, but Spiie Jones’ band and | 
“Falcon in Hollywood” is chalking 


“ 


is 


Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3.000: 44-65)— 
“Keys to Kingdom” (20th) (m.0.). 
Unlocking hearty $9,000. Last week, 
“Experiment Perilous” (RKO), $6,- 
500 on m.o. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 44-65)— 
“Belle of Yukon’ (RKO). Good 
$18.000. Last week, “Keys of King- 
dom” (20th), stout $21,500. 
| ake (Warners) (800; 44 -65)— 
|“Experiment Perilous” (RKO) (m. 
o.). Oke $2,500. Last week, “Have, 
Have Not” (WB) (4th wk), $3,000. 

Ohie (Loew’s) (1,200; 44-65)—“Be 
Seeing You” (UA) (4th wk). Sturdy 
$7,000 on m.o Last week, “Dark 
Waters” (UA) (2d wk), ditto. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 55-95)—“Fal- 
con in Hollywood” (RKO) plus 
‘Spike Jones Orch on stage. Band is 
| boosting this to great $38,000. Last 


| week, “Sunday Dinner” (20th) with 
| Dante’s magic, fine $27,000. 
| State (Loew's) (3,450; 44 - 65)— 


“Here Come Waves” (Par). Strong 
$21,000 or over. Last week, “Music 
for Millions” (M-G), $22,500. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 44-65 )— 
“Music Millions’ (M-G). Moveover. 
Tall $10,000. Last week. “Be Seeing 
You” (UA) (3d wk), ditto. 


Frisco Holds Own With 
‘Waves, Rousing 406; 
‘Placid’-Vaude Nice 256 





Despite midnight curfew’s first 
show-shortening week, biz is stout. 
Fox looks leader with “Here Come 
Waves.” Golden Gate also is super 
for second weck of “Murder My 
Sweet,” plus vaudeville. Others are 
holding well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (4.651; 55-85)—“Here 
Come Waves” (Par). Giant $40,000. 
Last week, “Be Seeing You” (UA) 
(2d wk). boff $31,000. 

Paramount (F-\WC) (2,646; 55-85 »— 
“Thunderhead” 20th). Good $16,000. 
Last week. “Bell Tolls” (Par) (2d 
wk), big $18,500. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,656: 60-85)— 
|“Lake Placid” (Rep) plus stage 
show. Above average $25,000. Last 
week, “Ministry of Fear” (Par) and 
vaude, $29,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,400; 55-85) 








—“Be Seeing You” (UA). Third Keith’s (United) (1,500; 44-70)— 
week downtown, terrific $20,000.| “Objective. Burma” (WB) (m.o.).| 
| Last week. “Have. Have Not” (WB! Pleasing $5,000. Last week, “Be- | 
(6th wk), great $13,500. tween Two Women” (M-G) (2d 
State (F-WC) (2,133; 55-85)—‘“St.| run), hot $8.000. 
| Louis” (M-G) (5th wk). Great Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 44-70)— 
| $14,000. Last week, terrific $17,000. |“Here Come Co-Eds” (U) (m.o.). 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2.844: 60-95) | Fairish $4,000. Last week, “Have, 
|—“Murder My Sweet” (RKO) and| Have Not” (WB), third downtown 
stage show (2d wk). Sock $29,000. | sesh, all right $5,000. 
Last week, smash $35,000. Palace ‘RKO) _ (2,600; 44-70 )— 
Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448; 40- | “Murder, My Sweet” (RKO). Dick 
85)—“Song to Remember” (Col) (5/| Powell did a p.a. at six, perform- 
davs) “Here Come C€Co-Eds” (U).| ances opening day: wholefome $43,- 
2 days, neat $14,500. Last week,| 000. Last week. “Here Come Co- 
“Song” (6th wk), good $13,700. Eds” (U), $12,500. 
United Artists (Blumenfeld) Shubert (RKO) (2,100: 44-76;i— 
| (1.207: 40-85) —- “Tomorrow the | “Meet Me St. Louis” (M-G). Second 


| Last week, fine $11,700. 


‘Keys’ $16,000, Mont’! 


Montreal, March 6. 

“Keys of the Kingdom” is smash 
standout here this week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 35-62)—‘30 
Seconds Over Tokyo” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Good $9,000 after fine $12,500 
initialer. 

Capito! (CT) (2,700; 35-62)—“Ex- 
periment Perilous” (RKO) and “Pal 
Wolf” (RKO). Likely to go to $9,500. 
Last week, “Tall in Saddle” <RKO) 
and “Falcon Hollywood” (RKO), 
big $8,500. : 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-67)—“Ceys 
of Kingdom” (20th). Terrif $16,000. 
Last week, “Can’t Help Singing” (U) 


(2d wk), great $9,500. 


Princess (CT) 
“Dead Man’s Eyes” 
Swing St.” (U). 
Lasi week, “Dark Waters” (UA) and 
“Western Stars” (U), $5,000. 

Strand (United Amusements. Lid) 
(715; 35-45)—“7 Doors to Death” 
(PRC) and “Lights On 
(PRC). Middling $2, 
“Alaska” (Mono) and ‘ 
(Mono), $2,500 


TREE’ LOFTY 
186 IN PITT. 


Pittsburgh, March 6. 


poomin he e 1 Ss WeCCK V th 


(2,300; 30-52)— 
(U) and “Babes 


Average $5,500. 


w \ es” 


"YY * 


Biz 
“Tree Grows in Brook!yn” whipping 
up best gross in more than a year at 
Harris. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Fulten (Shea) (1,700: 40-65) — 
“Torrid Zone” (WB) (reissue). Nice 
$7,000. Last week. fourth of: “Keys 
Kingdom” (20th), $6,900. 

Marris (Harris) (2,200: 40 -65)— 
“Tree Grows in Brooklyn” (20th). 
Heading for best week house has 
had since “More the Merrier” (Col). 


| Great $18,000. Last week, second of 


“Here Come Co-Eds” (U), limited to 
3 days, $13,500 for 10 days. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 40-65)— 
“Meet Me St. Louis” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Sock $25,000 after last weex’s terrific 
$38,000. 


Ritz (WB) (800; 40-65)—‘“Have, 
Have Not” (WB). Here after fort- 
night each at Penn and Warner. 


Okay $3,700. Last week, “Ministry 
of Fear” (Par), second week move- 
over, $1,700. 

Senater (Harris) (1,750; 40-65)— 
“Here Come Co-Eds” (U) (3d wk). 
Moveover. Fast $3,700. Last weck, 
“Going My Way” (Par), 10 days, 
$4,800. 


Stanley (WB) (3,800: 40 -65)— 
“Practically Yours” (Par). Good 
$16,000. Last week, second of “Wo- 
man in Window” (RKO), mild 
$12,000. 

Warner (WB) (2.000: 40-65)—“Wo- 
man in Window” (RKO). Move- 
over. Favorable $7,000. Last week, 
“Have, Have Not” (WB) (4th wk). 
big $8,500. 


TREE’ TERRIF $24,000, 
CINCY; ‘MURDER’ 136 


Cincinnati, March 6.: 
“Tree Grows in Brooklyn” is ap- 
proaching the Albee’s record mark 
and overshadowing the town this 
week. “Murder, My Sweet,” the 
other newcomer, has the Palace in 
clover. Overall biz is a few shades 
under last week. Weather in first 
half was the season’s best here, but 
an Ohio river flood provided its 
usual theatre opposish. 
Estimates fer This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 44-70)— 
“Tree Grows in Brooklyn” (20th). 
Crowding the house record at lofty 
$24,000. Last week, “Objective 
Burma” (WB). big $15,000. 





Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 44-70)— 
“Be Seeing You” (UA). Second 
week of m.o. Solid $7,500 after sock 
$11,000 last week. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 30-40)— 
“Destiny” (U) and “Lucky Night” 
(U). split with “Painted Desert” 


(RKO) and “Primrose Path” (RKO). 
Nice $2,600. Ditto last stanza on 
“Gangster Frontier” (PRC) and 
“Since Venus” (Col), divided with 
“Pacific Liner” (RKO) and “Joan 
Paris” (RKO) (reissues). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430: 44-70)— 
“Three Caballeros” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Fancy $7.500 following hefty $14,000 
teeoff. 


Strong $6,000 after 


Again” 


Spots 80G, ‘Berlin 


Except for Saturday (3), when 
midnight shows formerly were 
played. the curfew has done no 
seeming damage. Weekdays since 
the Byrnes “request” went 
fect have been running about 
mal, while this past Sunday (4) was 
exceptionally strong. It is believed 
| in that many folks 
who ordinarily knocked off shows on 


into ef- 
nor- 





| 
ey 
some 


quarters 


|Seturdays, especially late at night 
will now come out on Sundays in- 
stead. It is estimated by managers 
that Ssiurday’s loss in business ran 
} to as much as 15% for some hou 

One of the problems encountci 

under the curfew is the clearing vo: 
| lines for final shows and the los 
sustained when people. faced with 


missing a nart of the last show, fall 
out. This was particularly intensified 
Saturcay nizht (3). 


Several new shows of major im- 
portance arrived during the past 
week, and all are doing very big. 
Roxy came in with “Tree Grows in 
srook y last Wednesday (28), with 
Victor Bor ge and Joa) Edwards 
head! ning on the stage. Initial week 


ended last night (Tues,)_ zoomed to a} 
smash $106,000. Due to the length of | 
picture, house can get in onlv four | 
stageshows daily except on Satur- 
Cays, when it is reversing the usua! 


process by opening with the rostrum 
display. This is believed to be the 
first time that’s ever been done. 


Capitol, which also can squeeze in 
only four stageshows, including Sat- 


plus Robert Walker and Lena Horne. | 
With terrific pull from the stage, 
house looks to hit a socko $82.000. 
Paramount, a smaller house, is right 
behind it at the big $80,000 scored on 
first week, ended last night (Tues.) 
with “Bring on the Girls” and an all- 
colored bill including Ink Spots, Ella | 
Fitzcerald, Cootie Williams band and 
others. House is squeezing in five 
shows daily, as in the Strand, where 
| “Hotel Berlin” and the Carmen Cav- 
allaro orch, plus Peter Lorre, opened 





urdays. is way up in the higher | 
brackets with “Picture of Dorian | 
Gray” and the Xavier Cugat banc, 


B'way Boff; Tree’-Stager Smash 1066, 
‘D. Gray -Cugat-Horne Sock 826, ‘Girls,’ 


‘Cavallaro Big 056 





| ful $118,000. “Tonight and Every 
Night” (Col) opens tomorro 
(Thurs. ). 

Republic (Brandt) (1.064: 50-$1.10) 
—“Big Bonanza” (Ren) (2d wk). 
Poor at only about $3,000, while 

| initial seven days was just a bit bet- 
|ter at $3,500. “Utah” (Rep) opens 
Saturday (10). 

Rialto (Mayer) (594 46-85 )— 
“Crime Doctor’s Courage” (Col). No 
dice at only $5,500. “Frisco Sal” (U) 

| (2d wk) finished betier than ex- 
nected at okay $7,200. “Nothing But 
Trouble” (20th) comes in Friday 
(9) 
Rivoli (UA-Par) (1,092: 76-$1.25) 
“Keys of Kingdom” (20th) (0th 
‘| wk). Goes one day beyond a 10th 
week, with the final eight days look- 
n° to register a good $24,000. Ninth 
‘as a nice $28,000. Next Saturday 


house brings back “Song of Berna- 
dette” (20th) for a 17-day run. 
Roxy (20th) (5.886: 60-$1.20)— 
“Troe Grows in Brooklyn” (20th) 
nd stagebill headed by Victor 
Borge and Joan Edwards (2d wk). 


This show is drawing very heavily, 
with first week through last night 
(T ) adding to smash $106,000 
Last week, “Haneove sau + 
(90th) and Milton Berle (3d wk), 
strong $84,000. 

Site (Loew's) (3,450: 43-$1.10)— 
“Mot Me in St. Louis” (M-G) (2d 
run) and Vincent Lonez orch. plus 
Sheila Barrett and Johnny Burke i 
nerson. Looks exceptionally fancy, 
'€39.000 or over. hithest house hs 


Jone in a long time. Last week, “Thin 
‘lan Goes Home” (M-G) (2d run), 


|Kine Cole Trio, Benny Carter orch 


and Timmie Rogers, excellent $37,000. 
Strand (WB) (2,756: 60-$1.20)— 


| “Hotel Berlin” (WB), Carmen Caval- 


laro orch and Peter Lorre, Combi- 
nation of stagebill and picture pro- 
viding potent b.o. draw.*with mam- 
moth $65,000 seen. Last week, “Ob- 


iective Burma” (WB) and Artie 
Shaw orch (5th wk), very strong 
| $49,000. 


V'etoria (Maurer) (720; 70-$1.20)— 


“Fiohting Lady" (20th) (7th wk). 
Holding up particularly well, with 
sixth week through last night 


(Tues.) clocking $15,000. while fifth 
was $17,000. “Thunderhead” (20th) 





|on Friday (2). An immense $65,000 
| is indicated on first week. All these 
i new shows hold. 

| The State, on second-run_ with 
“Meet Me in St. Louis,” plus Vincent 
i|\Lopez orch, Sheila rrett and 
| Johnny Burke, will Have its biggest 
| week in a long time with a mighty 
| eee or over, 

Holaovers are generally good, led 
by the $95,000 anticipated on the sixth 
}and final week of “Song to Remem- 
| ber” at the Music Hall. House brings 
jin “Tonight and Every Night” to- 
| morrow {Thurs.,). 

Estimates fer This Week 
| Astor (City Inv.) (1,140; $60-$1.25 )— 
“Princess and Pirate” (RKO) (4th 
wk). Remains very strong at prob- 
able $29,000 and holds. Last week 
was smart $36,000. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 60-$1.20)— 
“Dorian Gray” (M-G), vier Cugat 
orch, Robert Walker and Lena Horne. 
Heavy pull by stagebill helping to 
get smash $82,000. Last week, “Guest 
in House” (UA), Ralph Edwards’ 
, Truth or Consequences airshow and 
‘Gloria Jean (2d wk), fine $74,700. 
| Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 60-$1.25) 
|—“Here Comes‘Co-Eds” (U) (3d wk). 
Goes out stoutly at near $19,000, 





is due here shortlv. likely March 15. 


SUSPECT’ NICE 


24G IN HUB 


Boston, March 6. 

Curfew seems to have had no effect 
on Hub houses so far. Biz has been 
excellent all around, even with hold- 
overs. “St. Louis,” second week day- 
date at Orpheum and State. still 
biggest combo. “Have, Have Not, 
on second session at Met, also is a 
wow. 

Estimates for This Week 

Bosten (RKO) (3,200; 50-$1.10)— 
“Destiny” (RKO) plus Bobby Sher- 
wood orch, Patsy Kelly, Barry Wood, 
on stage. dio stars pushing this to 
$28,500, solid. Last week. “Pan Amer- 
icana” (RKO) plus Alan Jones, Ro- 
sario and Antonio, others, $29,000. 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 40-74)—“FEarl 
Carroll Vanities” (Rep) and “3 Is 
Family” (UA). About average at 
$7,500. Last week, “Keys Kingdom” 





while second week was nice $25,000. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,416; 60-$1.20)— 
| “Three Caballeros” (RKO) (5th wk). 
|Very steady at $21,000 this week 
(4th), not far behind third’s $24,000. 
Holds further. 

Gotham (Brandt) (900; 60-$1.20)— 
“Mr. Emmanuel” (UA) (9th wk). 
Good $9,000 last week (8th) and looks 
| to be near same figure on current 
stanza. Continues on. 
| Hollywood (WB) (1,499: 50-$1.20) 
—‘Roughly Speaking” (WB) (6th 
wk). Ended fifth frame last night 








(20th ), $7,000. 

Majestic (Shubert) (1.500; 40-74)— 
“Three 'Caballeros” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Slid off to $11,000. Last week, great 
$19,000. 

Memorial (RKO) (2,900: 40-75)— 
“Suspect” (U) and “Night Club Gir!” 
(U). Not quite up to hopes but nice 
$74 00). st week, “Exncriment 
Perilous” (RKO) and “Her Lucky 
Nivht” (U) (2d wk), $22.000. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4.367: 40-74) 
— “Have, Have Not” (WB) and “Jade 
Mask” (Mono) (2d wk). Strong 529.- 
000. First week, big $32,000. 








(Tues.) at $17,000, almost as much 


No closing date set. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.10)— 
“Woman in Window” (RKO) 
wk). Will depart at a sturdy $21,000. 
Fifth week was $26,000. “Murder, My 





Sweet” (RKO) opens tomorrow 
(Thurs. ). 
Paramount (Par) (3,664; 60-$1.20) | 


—“Bring on Girls” (Par) and all- 
colored stageshow including Ink 
| Spots. Elia Fitzgerald and Cootie Wil- 
liams’ orch. Finished first week last 
night (Tues.) at very big $80,000 and 
starts second today (Wed.). Final 
(3d) round for “Ministry of Fear” 
|\(Par), Johnny Long orch, Louis 
Jordan’s Tympany Five. Lorraine 
Rognan and Jan Murray, was good 
$58,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockelel- 
lers) (5.945; 60-$1.10)—‘Song to Re- 
member” (Col) and stageshow (6th 
wk). Winds up big money-making 
run here this week at strong $95,000 
or better. The fifth, with aid of 
‘ Washington’s birthday, was power- 


‘ 


as fourth week’s $17,300, both okay. ' 


(6th | 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 35-74)'— 
“Meet St. Louis” (M-G) (2d wk). 
|Best in town at $30,000. Remains 
lover. First week. boff $33,000. 

Paramount (M-P) (1.700: 40-74)— 

“Earl Carroll Vanities” (Rep) snd 
i“3 Is Family” (UA). Staunch $16,000. 
|Last week, “Keys Kingdom” (20th), 
| $16.500. 
State (Loew) (3,200; 35-74)—* Meet 
|Me St. Louis” (M-G) (24 wk). Still 
‘plenty big at $19,000 after wow $24.- 
000, first. 

Transiux (Translux) (900; 30-74)— 
“Bluebeard” (PRC) and “Casile of 
Crimes” (PRC) (2d wk). Okay $5.- 
'000 after $6,900, first. 


GOTTLIEB DRAWS ‘TEARS’ 


Hollywood. March 6. 


Alex Gottlieb draws producer 
responsibility on “Dancing With 
Tears,” a musical slated for late 


spring filming at Warners. 
Yarn has a nostalgic theme, fea- 
‘turing songs of 20 years ago. 











Wednesday, Mareh 7, 1945 























i? 


dine odin ph 2 


wert ce 





_ RATATAT pers 


+, i ethnage tty OT EEe + ser 
<< ST et nee 


era 





— Ps OE aie IMO LOS | Bip ES EP oper eee Ee a 











i ~ - - 
eae oeein eines riliaaleniinae 


























eee BE REDE RR ee Ey i rarrecnn econ aint wh 


Wednesday, March 1, 1945 VARIETY . ig 


COLLECT AT EVERY SHOW! RED CROSS WEEK—MAROCA 15-8 














JACK L. WARNER, executive eronvaxa 




















Wednesday, March 7, 1945 











SMITHS 




















* - COWECT AT EVERY SHOW! RED CROSS WEEK-—MARCH 19-81 




















Wednesday, March T, 1945 


VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


If 





Basie Tilts ‘Sis’ Hot 326, Det.; Waters,’ 
Herman-Kibbee Big 396, ‘Victory’ 456 


Detroit, March 6 
Dimouts and midnight olosings Bae 
making little difference currently 
here. Despite curtailment of usual 
Saturday night midnight shows in 





Key City Grosses 















the loop, so far earlier arrivals are Estima } total Gross 
compensating for this loss. “Winged| hig Week ........ $2,828, 
Victory” Is booming at the Fox. The ased gn olties, Lge a. 
Michigan, with “Dark aters” and tres, to i runs, including 
Woody Herman gg a Rm b- N. 
bee on stage, an e owntown, . 
ith “Kid Sister” and Count Basie Tul rea Same we a 

. stave . a nN } hig } . " 3 
ee on stage, also are on the big Based a TR 187 theatres) 

Estimates for This Week . = 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 60-85) 
“Song to Remember’ (Col) and 
“leave Blondie” (Col) (3d wk) omen e t 
Moveovers from Fox, husky $12,000 
fast week, “Cowboy and Lady” (FC) 
and “Barbary Coast” (FC) (reissues) 
» $11,000 


" Reeadway -C apitol (United Detroit) 
(2.800; 60-85 )—““Be Seeing You” (UA) | 


$23,000 in Philly 





| 60)—' Bell 


} 


Lights 


| 


and “Dangerous Passage” (Par) (3d | 
vk). Moveovers from Michigan, okay Philadelphia, March 6 
$14,000. Last week, “Hollywood Can- Curfew on late spots isn’t hurting 
teen” (WB) (th wk), moveover, | film biz much except at the all- 
$12.000 nighters ottest along the rialto is | 
Downtown (Howard Hughse) (2,- jug iy, 0m Pett eae "| 
800: 60-85)—“Kid Sister” (PRC) plu Pt veen Ty Women” at the Al 
Count Basie orch on stage. Tall $32 ae - - : 
000. Last week, “Bluebeard” (PRC) Estimates for This Week 
plus Jane Wither§, others, on stage Aldine (WB) (1,303: 40-85)—‘“Be- | 
robust $28,000 veel Women (M-G) Bangup 
Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 60-85) | $18,500 plus smart $4,500 for Earle 
Winged Victory” (20th). Wham) Sunday stand. Last week, “Meet Me 
$45,000. Last week, “Song to Re- | St. Louis” (M-G), husky $8,500 on 4 
member” (Col) and “Leave Blondie’ | days of 10th week 
(Col) (2d wk), great $33,000 Arcadia (Sablosky ) (600; 40-85) — 
Madison (United P ce al ae) “Have, fave Not” (WB) (2d run). 
60-85 )\—‘‘Dragon Seec “G?. |) Torric 500 this small-seater 
Modest $5,400. Last week, “Impatient _ oe x @ 5 kee mime tr seen 
Years” (Col) and “Something for|(7.q) (8d wk), neat $4.500 on 6 
Boys” (20th), $5/900 for loop repeat. | q, iys of second run, 
: Michigan <Gnaed ate eee. Bova (WB) (2,560; 40-85)—“Guest 
B0-85 ) ar aters 7 fe lin ouse” (UA) (2d wk). Strong 
Woody Herman orch, Guy oo $20,000 after solid $25,000 opener. 
ot — —~ rta} — “Dan. Earle (2,760; 50-95) ‘Gets Her 
“Be See ou é ali- an” (TY amr itt ‘ nad . 99 A 
erode Passage” (Par) (2d wk), nice eg Fine ean G00 Rhy t. 
$9 000 behind first week's great |«3 7. Pamily’ (UA) with St: oe 
$31.000 tom. aneh, modest 41 300. aie 
. , to ren. oaest §$ 50! 
Palms-State (United Detroit) (3.- Fox Ww per: ya “Be See- 
000; 60-85)—"Tall in Saddle’, (RKO) | ing you” (UA) (3d wk). Stro 
and “What a Blonde’ (RKO) (2d | 8 ( , a ve. (rong 
at “anev $14,000 after last week's | °/8,000. Last week, bullish $25,500. 
aoa hg Mi UU a - Karlton (Goldman) (1,000: 40-85) 
okay |} —"“*Now Tomorrow” (Par) (2d run) 
a ° 
me ane Ae an ee coe | Neat $8.500. Last week, “Wuthering 
. 19 ’’ 7 reiss ») 9 , 
G) and “Main St. After Dark” (M-G) i AP olds + ta ule (2d wk), 
(5th wk). Strong $13,000 after brisk | “ais igh 


Keith’s (Goldman) (2,200; 40-85)— 


$15,000 initialer ‘Ministry of Fear” (Par) (2d run). 
ea Fair $5,000 Last week, “Winged 
p 0k K 1 166 Victory” (20th) (2d run), $7,500. 
° Mastbaum (WB) (4,692; 40-85)— | 
rov. ay, cys ’ “Objective Burma” (WB) (2d wk). 
‘ a) 13G Id C Slipping. to moderate $18,000 after 
Music , 2G, LUPSE,  territ $32,500 plus $4,500 for Rarle 
u ’ 146, All 5 lid Sunday show opening week. ' 
0 | Stanley (WB) (2.760; 40 -85)— 
ouse | “Here ene. Waves” (Par) (8d wk). 
Providence, March 6 | Okay $18 Second sesh was boff 
It’s brig ht all around here. Cur- | $30,500 
few doesn’t mean much'to the film| Stant (WB) (1,475: 40-85)— 
theatres since they always have | “Dark Waters” (UA). Rousing $17,- 
closed before midnight. Big among /500. Last week, “Fighting Lady” 
the first runs are Majestic’s “Keys of | (20th), 6,000. 


Strand’s “Song to Re- 
member” and RKO Albee’s horroi 
air, “House of Frankenstein” and 
‘Mummy’s Curse.” 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,100; 44-60) 
“House of Frankenstein” (U) and 
“Mummy's Curse” (U). Nifty $14.- | 
000. Last week, “Here Come Co- 
Eds” (U) and “Her Lucky Night’ | 
(RKO) (2d wk), big $12,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-55) 


Kingdom,” 
Gray-Macs Up ‘Mawr? 


Big 196 in Mild Mpls.; 
‘Victory’ Strong at 146 


Minneapolis, March 6. 
“Winged Victory” is the State’s 
bofto magnet, while Glen Gray’s band 


- 


id | ° 
“Fighting. Li ay 20th) (2d run), |22d_ own Merry Macs will help| Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 45-80) 
‘ood $4,000. k, “Have, | Dowety to Broadway” to smash ses-|_weys of Kingdom” (20th) (2d 
_— $4,000 Last Mya av®.|sion at the Orpheum. Lent. cold |~ ~ & 
ave Not” (WB) (3d downtown | . eather and holdovers in many spots| Wk). Big $9.590 after big $15,100 
= ae ) (2 000: 44 55) “The 1W ill hold back overall totals. last week. 
Doughgirls” (WB) and vaude on Estimates for This Week — Liberty (Jensen & von Herberg) 
stage. Trim $7,500. Last week, is Rye 7a. (900; 15-25)— | (1.650; 45-80)—"“Be Seeing You” 
“Torrid Zone” (WB) (reissue) and tors Courage” (Col. Good $2,400 in| (UA) and “Missing Juror” (Col). | 
vaude on stage, $6,500. “ye Ben . ‘te a a a ; - 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-60) — ;6 days. Last week, Midnight Cac- Colossal $18,000, or close, for new | 
“Keys ‘of Kingdom” "(20ih). Fancy | tus (U) and “Dead Man's Eye” (U) |house record under present policy. 
$16,000. Last week, “Sunday Din- | Split. with “Crazy Nights’ «Mono)! Last week, “Tonight. Every Night” 
ner” (20th) and “Fighting Lady” jand “My Buddy” (Rep). okey $2,200.) (Col) (4th wk) and “Shadows in 
(20th). ditto. " | (Century (P-S) (1,600: 44-60)— | Night” (Col), 5 days, oke $5,200. 
Metropolitan (Snider) ae 44- | [trom State. Nice py ds 5? vi glee Music Box (H-E) Wcke a 
60)\—“‘Song for Miss Julie” (Rep) “ 7 ; Se) and | Thin Man Goes Home” (M-G) (4th 
and vaude on stage. Surprisingly ting Tea eth) att and | wi) and “Blonde Fever” (M-G). 
EE $7,500 in 3-day weekend run. | $5.200 S + —— ' WK’ | Solid $6,000. Last week, great $7,100. 
st week, , ‘Sing Me Song Texas” | ovh ( » (1.000: “ae ‘. Music Hall (H- E) (2.200: 45-80)— 
(Col) plus Bobby Sherwood orch, sank Navy” (MG). Good any “Guest in House” (UA) and “Miss | 
nice $8,000 on 4-day weekend run. ree week. “Gets Her Man” (U). | Bobby Socks” (Col). Good $10,000 
Playhouse (Snider) (1,300; 44-99) | ¢3 p99 lor over, Last week, “Bell Tolls” 
“Grissiy’ Placid Serenade’ (Rep) and | Lyric (P-S) (1.100; 44-60)—“Belle | (Par), wonderful $14.800. 
$3.000. ci ~ i ‘in week for |0f Yukon” (RKO). Moveover. Mild| Orpheum (H-E) (2.600; 45-80)— | 
house, only $2700 foe “Brazil” (Rep) | $4000. Last week, “Meet Me St.|“Objective Burma” (WB). Great | 
and “Bi Sho or” (R .. i Louis” (M-G) (5th wk), okay $5,000. | $15,000 or over. Last week. _“Sus- | 
Stai .. ‘ = (3.200: sh-4 65) —“Mu- | Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 44-70)— | pect” (U) and “Gets Her Man” (U), 
sic Millions” (M.G) and “Main St. | Bowery to Broadway” (U) and Glen | $15,500 in 9 days 
After Dark” (M-G ‘9d ou ‘|Gray orch, Merry Macs, on stage. Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-$1) |“ 
- “G) (2a wk). Fine | Powerful $19,000. Last week, “Belle | _«g pucsian Girls” (UA) plus stage. | 
$13,000 after sock $18,000 initialer. 4 -P ussian Gi | stag 
Strand (Sil ) (2,000; 50- 60) of Yukon” (RKO) (44-60). $7,500. Modest $9,000. Last week, “Song of 
“A Son "ia *- (Col). Radio City (P-S) (4.000; 44-60)— | Texas” (U) and “Night Club Girl” | 
Opened Mc d emember” a | “Hollywood Canteen” (WB) (2d wk). | (ty) plus vaude. $9.700. 
onday (5). Last week. | vodest $9,000 after smash $17.000 poe” 
ene Come Waves” (Par). and l first week Paramount (H-E) ——_ a. | 
angerous Passage” (Par) (3d wk),|  ggate (P-S) (2.300: 44-60 )—“Winged “Bell Tolls” (Par) (2d wk) ood 
boff $10.000 after $15,000 in secénd. | yin" ent tle wees | $13,000 after great $16,799 last week. 
tu F $15,000 in cé | Victory” (20th). Great bally pushing Boosevelt (Sterline) (800: 45-80)— 


|to strong $14.000. Last week. 
| Have Not” 


“Have, 


COL. NAMES KUSIEL (WB) (2d wk), big $10,000. 


Columbia Pictures has named Sig- | _ Uptowm (Par) (1,100; 40-50)—"Be 
wart Kusiel supervisor of Latin | See me coe ee — ie ~. 
America and Trinidad. He is man- | 28. wae oe 5, ee ae 
aging director of Brazil for the com- | world, Noy a cane a 
pany and stays on temporarily in| «Tonight, Every Night” (Col) (3d 


this spot, too. | wk). 


Fine $2,000. 
Will pentgaries in Rio de Janeiro. | $3,000. 


Last week, good 








jnot so good. 
| St 


| “Meet Me St 


| (Fox-Midwest) 


‘Gets Man’-‘Paree’ 14'4G | 
In Mild Omaha; ‘Bell’ 9G. 


Omaha, March 6. 
d weather is blamed for belowe# 
normal biz this week. 

stimates for This Week 

ae eum (Tristates) (3,000; 20-70) 

¢ ets Her Man” (U) with “La 

aree”’ unit on stage. Looks 

$14,500, mild. Last week, “En- 


a 


if Arsene Lupin” (U) and Glen 
ray orch plus Merry Macs on 
stage, ditto. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-60)— 


(RKO) 
(Col). 
week, 

and | 
(Col). | 


“Having Wonderful Crime” 
and “Leave It to Blondie” 
Fairly nice $6,000 Last 
“Three Caballeros’ (RKO) 
“Crime Doctor’s Courage” 
very big $7,800 

Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
Tolls” (Par> Back at 
regular scale; not going above $9,000, | 
Last week, “Meet et 
. Louis” (M-G), okay $8,800. 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 16-60)— 
Louis” (M-G). Move- 
$8,000 Last week 
(20th), moveove! 





| over. Nice 
“Winged Victory” 
nice $9,000 

State (Goldberg) (865: 
“30 Seconds Over Tokyo” 
About $2,600. Last week, “Red 
Frisco” (F-C) and “Pardon 
(FC) (reissues), so-so $2,000 


‘Music’-“Main St’ Lusty | 
$15,000 in Mildish K.C.; 
‘Bell’ Loud at $14,000 


Kansas City, March 6. 
Biz generally spotty. ‘Music | 
for Millions,” is out in front, with | 
return of “For Whom Bell , Tolls” 
not far behind. Lone h.o. is “Holly- 
wood Canteen,” fancy on second 

round. 

Estimates for 
Esquire, Uptown and Fairway 
(820, 2,043 and 700; 
40-60)—“‘Sign of Cross” (Par) (re- 
issue). Okay $11,000. Last week, 
“Hangover Square” (20th), lively 

$13,500. 
Midland 
“Music fo. 
“Main St. 


35-50) — | 


(M-G). | 


Us” 


This Week 





45-65 )— 'e 
(M-G) and| 
After Dark” (M-G). Big | 
$15,000 to pace city. Last week, | 
“National Velvet” (M-G) (2d wk), 
fancy $12,500. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 46- 
65)—“Bell Tolls” (Par). Loud $14,000 | 
on return run at regular scale. Last 
week, “Here Come Waves” (Par) 


(Loew's) (3,500; 
Millions” 


(3d wk), nifty $10,000 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500: 46-65)— 
“Hollywood Canteen” (WB) (2d wk). 
Smappy 12.500. First week, wow 
$16,000. 

Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2,100; 39-60) 


—‘Alaska” (Mono) and “Big Bon- 
anza” (Rep) with stage revue. Trim 
$10,500. Last week, “She gets Her 
Man” (U) and “Destiny” (U) with} 
vaude, lusty $11,000 } 


‘BE SEEING SOCK 186, | 


SEATTLE; ‘BURMA’ 156 


Seattle, March 6 

“T'll Be Seeing You” is leader this 
week with new house record in sight 
at the Liberty. “Objective Burma” 
is next best in town. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
“Woman in Window” (RKO) (4th 
wk) plus “One Body” (Par). Okay 
$5,000 in 8 days after nice $6,100 last 
week. “ 








Not” 
Last weck, 


“Have, Have 
Sock $5,590 


(M-G! (5th wk). 
big $6,200. 


Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 25- “ 


50)}—““Kismet™ (M-G) and “Bowery 
té6 Broadway” (U) (3d run). Fairish 
$3,200. Last week, “Parkington” | 
(M-G) and “Doug!rgirls” (WB) (3d |‘ 
run}, $3,400, curfev 

spot. 


LA. Holds Well Despite Curfew, H.0.s: 
Tree Mighty 646 in 3 Spots, ‘Song’ 


456 in 2 on 2d, ‘Burma’ 306, 3 for 3d 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimatea Total Gross 


This Week 
(Based on 


Total Gross Same Week 


Last Year 
(Based on 


16 U7 


14 thearres) 


ness is holding up 


+ Los Angeles, 
| Despite the fact that there is only 
lone top new bill in town. local busi- 
well. 
| curfew drop has been comparatively 


March 6 


Midnight 


$630,500 | slight so far, with only the State and 
veatres) Los Angeles taking on the chir: 
“A Tree Grows in Brooklyn.” sing 

$605,500 10 ooklyn,” single 

new entry, 1s roaring through to a 








Marietta’ Vaude 
Boff 286 in D.C. ss x=". 


Washington 


Navy” 
smash $22,000. 
Columbia (Loe 
“Meet Me St. Lo 
$10,000. 


‘WAVES’ HIGH $18,000, 


rific $18,000, with possibility of hold- | 


Last wee 


(M-G) plus vaude 


$1)—‘Tree Grows 
w) (1,234; 44-72) (20th). Strong $19,500 
uis” (M-G).: Great | “Tunderhead”. (20th) and 
k, “Fighting Lady” 


'would have been 
$6,000 more at the 


night operation was 


Song to Remember’ 


two house at 


| solid $30,000, 
March 6 


(2d wk), 


Four Star 


Hollywood (WB) 
—"“Objective Burma” 





with “Love Mystery” 


| mighty $64,000 in three spots 
good for 
State 


still ir 


sweet 
Third frame of 
in three spots, looks 
wihle fourth stanza of 


Likely 
at least 
if the 

effect 
is still robust 
$45,000 on 
“Ob- 


all- 


“Navahty Mariela.” with vaudes | Here Come the Waves” is big $27,- 

| ville headed by Gloria Jean, having | 990 in two Par houses 

| boffo session at the Capitol. “Objec- Estimates for This Week 

tive, Burma,” also is great on Earle Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,518: 50- 

holdove1 | $1 —*“*Thunderhead” (20th) and “Cir- 

Estimates for This Week cumstantial Evidence” (20th). Good 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 44-72) $6,000 on 6 days. Last week, “To- 

“Naughty Marietta” (M-G) (reissue) hight, Every Night” (Col) (wk) 

|with vaude headed by Gloria Jean. jand “Grissly’s Millions (Rep) (4 

| Boffo $28,000. Last week, “This Man’s | “@¥s), $2,600 


Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2.048: 50- 


Brooklyn” 
Last week, 
“Evidence” 


| (20th) (2d wk) (6 days), good $9,300. 


(20th) (2d wk). Remarkable $10,000 | Downtown (WB) (1 800: 50-$1)— 
after new record first week at $12,000. |“Ohjective Burma” (WB) (4th wk) 
_ Earle (WB)> (2,240; 30-90 )—“Objec- | Nice $14,000. Last week, fine $18,000. 
tive, Burma” (WB) (2d wk). Fine Egyptian (F-WC) (1,538: 50-$1)— 
$20,000. Last week, led the town at | “National Velvet” (M-G) (4th wk) 
| Sreat $29,000. .., |Finaling at $7,000. Last week, okay 
Keith's (RKO) (1,800; 34-66)— | g9 99 
‘Three Caballeros” (RKO) (3d wk). | 


(UA-WC) (900; 50-$1)— 


b-e $10,000. Last week, smart $16, | “Tonight, Every Night” (Col) (3d 
Metropolitan (WB) (1,800; 30-55)— | wk) and “Grissly’s Millions” (Rep) 
|“Have, Have Not” (WB). Forte $8,- | “St wk). Okay $3,500. Last week, 
1000. Last week, “Enter Arsene Lu- how $4,500. “- . _ 
}pin” (UA), $7,800 Guild (F-W C ) : (968, 50-$1 j—“*To- 
| Palace (Loew) (2.778: 44-72)—“Mu- | Might, Every Night” (Col) (3d wk) 
|sic for Millions” (M-G). Good $21.- ry ge pry: ce, Cist wi). Neat 
1000. Last week, “Keys of Kingdom” | °*2 ee ee 
20th) (2d wk), strong $17,000 Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 50-$1.00)— 
4 “Lights Go On Again” (PRC) and 
“Great Mike” (PRC). Good $7,000. 
Last week, “Accuse Parents” (PRC) 
INDPLS. SPOTTY BUT = ana “Swing “Hostess” “"“PRC) «® 
53 days), weak $3,000 


(2,756; 50-$1.00) 
(WB) (3d wk). 


Indianapolis, March 6 | Saray $9,000. Last week, nice $11,- 
“ ' 500. 
Biz is spotty here again this,week.| [Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,097: 
line better than tg a4 Here Come ae eaionel Velvet” (M-G) 
1e aves 00 ike a ney (4th wk), rim $12,500, curfew ac- 
for yeal at the Indiana to lead the counting for sizeable drop. Last 
city. | week, forte $19,500. 

Estimates for This Week RB tary <> yee (2,200; eo 
sGaius tS (2 - 39.55) “My air ) (reissue) wi 
BB on Dg + ee any ter vaude acts on stage. Modest $19,000, 
|“Goin’ to Town” (RKO). Tepid $9,- | G7@w, being the film. Last. week, 
000, despite first day p.a. by Dick “aemtaette oo, “U) with Elia 

Powell. Last week, “Fighting Lady" Mae Morse on stage, $19,700 

he ) ee Dinner (20th). Pantages (Pan) (2.812: 50-$1 — 

refty $12,800. .. | “Song to Remember” (Col) (2d wk) 
Indiana (Katz-Dolle ) (3,300; 32-55) | and “Under Western Skies” (U) (4 

—“‘Here Come Waves” (20th). Ter-| a days). Solid $21,500. Last week, 


(Col) (3 days), 


over instead of usual m.o. Last | record $30,000. 
week, “Can't Help Singing’ (U) and; Paramount (F&M) (3,389; 50-$1)— 
“Grissley’s Milliéns” (U), $11,000. sei Come Waves” (Par) and 
Keith’s (Indie) (1,200; 35-65)—| “Dangerous Passage” (Par) (4th 
“She’s a Sweetheart” (Col) and Red | Wk). Nice $18,000, and holds. Last 
Foley's Radio Roundup on stage. | Week, nifty $21,500. 
Dandy $5,500 in 4 days. Last week, Paramount Hollywood (F&M) 
“Set. Mike” (Col) and vaude, aver- | (L451; 50-$1)—"Waves” (Par) (4th 
age $4,500, same time. Ww Steady $9,000. Last weck, 


man in Window” 
zil” (Rep), 
fon m.o 


Tonight’ Top New Buff. 


Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70)—"Min- 
(Par) and 


istry of Fear” 


(RK 


nice $5,500 in 9 days, also | 


), 
fc forte $11,900 


O) and “Bra- | $8,600. 

State (Loe 
“Tree Grows” (20th). 
i Last 
and 


| loss. 
| (20th) 


week, 


night shows. 


Nice $7.00. 
“Dixie Jam- a 


Loew's (Loew's) (2.450; 32-55) | RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; 50- 
“Lost in Harem” (M-G) and “Strange | g9)_Song Remember” (Col) (2d 
Affair” (Col). Modest $10,000 Last | wk) and “Western Skies” (U) (4 
| week, “Music for Millions” (M-G),| days). Stout $23.500. Last week. 
fine $14,000. with “Love Mystery” (Col) (3 days), 

Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,600; 32-55) | smash $32,500 
—Fighting Lady” (20th) and “Sun-| Ritz (F-WC) (1,370; 50-$1)—“Na- 
day Dinner” (20th). Oke $4,800 in tional Velvet” (M-G) (4th wk). 
5-day moveover. Last week, “Wo-|Finales at $6,000. Last week, hit 


w's-WC) (2,404: 50-$1)— 
Going to $29,- 
ona giant in viegy of ali-night shows 
“Thunderhead” 
“Evidence” 
| wk), down to $17,300 with loss of all- 


(20th) (24 


United Artists (UA-WC) (2,100; 
Entry, Rousing $17,500 50-$1)—“Tonight. Every Night” (Col) 
Buffalo. March 6._ | (3d wk) and “Millions” (Rep) (1st 
Plenty of holdovers will hold down | Wk). Oke $8,500. Last week, good 
total this week. — = 700: 80-81 
wr ' Iptown (F-WC) (1,790; 50-$1)— 
Sutsmngses Ser as ween |“Tree Grows” (20th), Heading for 
Buffalo (Shea) (3.500; 40-70)— | record at $15,500. Last week, “Thun- 
Here Come Waves (Par) and|derhead” (20th) and “Evidence” 
|“Double Exposure” (Par) (2d wk). | (20th) (24d wk). sood $6.900. 
| Bright $15,000 after terrific $25,000 Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296: 50-$1)— 
last week, |“Tonisht, Everv Night” (Col) (3d 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 40-70)— | wk) and “Millions” (Rep). Slow 
“Meet Me St. Louis” (M-G) (3d wk). | $4.000. Last week, slow $5.300 
\Still nice at $13,000 after bumper, Wiltern (WB) (2.500: 50-S1)— 
$18.000 initialer | “Objective Burma” (WB) (3d wk). 


Last week, forte $9,600. 


——— 


boree” (Par). Oke $8,500. Last week, 

This Man’s Navy” (M-G) and “Dan- ber” (Col) (3d wk) and “Shadows 
gerous Passage” (Par) (9 -days),|of Night” (Col). fancy $10,000 for 
$9,000. third sesh. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,300; 40-70)—| 20th Century (Ind.) (3,000; 40-70)— 

‘Tonight, Every Night” (Col) and | “Three Caballeros” (RKO) and “Ne- 


hurting this | “Unwritten Code” 
' $17,500. Last week, “Song to Remem- 000 


(Col). 


Lofty at | vada” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Last week, grand $15,000. 


Modest $8.- 
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—/ happy renicherh .. NOW hitting — 


sensational box-office success 
all over the nation — NEW YORK 


BOSTON - WASHINGTON - ROCHESTER \\"** . 
CINCINNATI - DENVER - NEW ORLEANS - oe 
HARRISBURG - BALTIMORE - RICHMOND - 


NORFOLK - BUFFALO - OMAHA - MILW 







Se 














NEWARK - OKLAHOMA CITY — a —e 
dozens more important first, 
readying for the big box-of 
doings week by week! 
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Hh E CARIOCA* DONALD DUCK and inthe FLESH... AURORA MIRANDA DORA LUZ+CARMEN MOLINA 


} RELEASED THROUGH RKO RADIO PICTURES, INC. 
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Hotel Berlin | Molly and Me 
w r Bros. release of Louis F. Edel- (SONGS) 
. , , Features ‘ave Bmerson, = , 
wn produ P hette+ 1 agains “a pele ROth-Fox release of Robert Bassler pro- 
Helmut Da _ reered woe Be God. 'ductloh. Stale Gracie Fields, Monty Wo 
King, Pe | ; ected ) a | lex Abgay McDowall Directed by Lewis | 
frey Ser _ Pagano and *” | Seiler, Sofeenplay, Leonard Praskins:; adap- | 
Bessie ’ Baum 8 Ba thes om byt tation R ger Barto d camera, Charles 
Kr : ‘ A, 4 re ” ip (‘larke: edit Join M af f novel 
t ! “ = bby.) Frances Marion I s N Y 
(jar ! Af n . . March 2. °45. ning 76 MENS. 
N \ r ? : & Molly . ’ I 
ws MINS 7 To Oa a Rae eae \ 
\I | rit n j G t l 
J D> \ - x ‘ ‘ i 
\ \ ’ ! PREC V oc vest ncecocece 
"Till Fave |! 1 ; 
ir r I 
lie \ Ml \ 
} { ) | 
1 i flan ) 
1 
} - 
K 
\\ \ ! 
> \F. } 
B Perk + 
Angu i 
} \ies «e 
1 4 i 
- , 
¢3 ‘ 
‘ I W 
) 
} ' 
,** - “ \ ‘ ' ! ' 
“Grand Hotel a 1949 Na et- 
R ] . 
ino Now rno ! as Hots | HC. iil, ‘ 
ag | ; It s entertainment Inauspicious title cloaks a pleasant 
> ,O : CHO a a ——— M } Teh } are 
—— boxofi snother timely comedy-drama w hic ould fare 
: S DOXOIil aNQunei : . ; 
- . ay cas “Casa- | handsomely in the key runs and all 
yreak fo varners, as Ws wey “eee the line Despite some 
blanca” and “Confessions of a Nazi the way down the ling ae ee 
Sy "a incongruities In thematic develop- 
“Ps fe en ment “Molly and Me” impresses fa- 
A melodrama our 0! rH etengge vena rably for it: pace ful 
ry 7 ry] 11e1 mh ; - 
this compac ny Mu Th direction and compact entertainment 
hil light ’ ‘wager 
be % exhid lem y: 1 ; values. It is neatly studded with 
read IKE ¢ Anh asenadp gli acgelt wetbeabape at Mila belly-laugh material as well as ef- 
f y c¢ 1 f 1 } } 4 
the filn 4 ; a t a fective bits of patnos Above a 11 
Lond n peace onterence holds al CXCE llent ll-roun¢ ( t 
sustes be ane ee topped by Gracie Fields, Monty Wool- 
skirting of — ies, wn “ey | ley, Roddy McDowall and Reginald 
guarded, double-talk of Nazi Spy Gardiner 


and some of the necessary vaguenes: 





The Fields - Woolley - McDowall 


un. a oo he 7 rT ) ; , 
of “Casablanca, the WB version of combo is, of course, a nifty bundle to 
Vicki Baum’s novel (brought war drop onto any marquee. The Beard 
minaiite -ires ¢ in < ¥ 
the minute, circa 1945 and not clicks again in a role wherein ex- 


first authored it) is one fou 
the crystal-bal The war's already 
lost-——or. at least, there’s that defeat 
ist aura about Hotel Berlin—and the 
Nazi higherups are packing thei 
loot for a South American getaway, 
already plotting World War Il, with 
a plan “to be more skillful next time 
when we aitempt to create unrest in 
North America.’ 

For average film fan consumption ; 
that’s the least of it For average 
American and, for that matter, all 
our Allied audiences. this is arrest- 
ing melodrama and an honest if, 
mayhaps. sometimes naive attempt 
to treat a world catastrophic situa- 
tion in broad values. 

Producer Lou Edelman has guided 
his charges well. Productionally the 
lavishness is by suggestion rather 
than in reality. It’s still the Hotel 
Berlin on one floor or another. There 
are the periodic Allied air blitzes 
which chase everybody into the she!- 
ters, but otherwise it’s a Grand Hotel 
in the lobby or on the sundry floors. 


1 


but particularly in the apartments of 


when she 


plosive repartee is more scathing and 
voluminous than ever. Miss Fields. 
capably handling assignment = as 
friend - philosopher - guide to the 
wealthy, hermit-like autocrat. is in a 
setting which serves as an excellent 
foil for the Beard’s caustic dialog. 
Roddy McDowall appeals strongly as 
the lonely youngster whose father 
has never jearrred how -to~sze zhane 
with him. 

Story, with an English locale, opens 
with a jobless music hall entertainer | 
(Miss Fields) taking job as a house- 
keeper to keep going. She revitalizes 
a gloomy household, discharges a 
parisitical 


group of thieving ser- 
vants, makes the place seem like 
home to the motherless boy, and 


| finally brings about an understanding 


between father and son. 

Interwoven is an ancient scandal 
concerning the runaway wife of the 
one-time Parliamentarian (Woolley) 
who had resigned his seat in the 
House of Commons many years be- 
fore just when he was about to be 
appointed to a cabinet post. Woolley 


eneral dng lores igh eye | has been persuaded to “stand” for 
etre darling (Andrea King) whose | Parliament again when his errant 
« a . | 


closets-full of clothes from Paris em- 
bitter the hotel harlot who hungers 
for one pair of shoes. 

That’s the action, but it’s action all 
the way. It is kaleidoscopic but 
thrill-packed. Director Peter Godfrey 
has painted well his chiseling gau- 
leiters and ruthless Gestapo. Alan 
Hale is one of these mercenary gau- 
leiters about to be done in by the SS 
bunch until Miss Emerscon turns on 
him in an air-raid shelter, after he 
had berated a woman from the ghetto 
for not wearing her Star of David. 
George Coulouris is the complete 
menace as the Gestapo leader, cov- 
etous of the dishonored general's 
(Massey) mistress, the darling of the 
Berlin theatre (Miss King). Henry 
Daniell is the party-chief who would 
give Massey an honorable way out 
but is ever subservient to the Ges- 
tapo. 

Then there is Peter Lorre in a cap- 
italalbeitsomewhat vague assignment 
of the befuddled Prof. Koenig, whose 
genius was “softened up” to the Nazis’ 
will. And back of it all is the un- 
derground, apparently in a pretty 
good position within Hotel Berlin to 


wife returns with blackmail as her 
objective. Unbeknownst to the poli- 
| tician Miss Fields scares the woman 
| out of England by framing a phoney 
|murder in her hotel room. This, 
among others, is an obvious. uncon- 
vincing sequence, rather crudely han- 
dled and scarcely adequate as a so- 
lution to the “situation.” It presents 
a troupe of ex-actors who also came 
to work in the politico’s household 
after the other help had been dis- 
charged, in the staging of the scene. 
On the whole, however, the slen- 
der motif has been nicely developed 
with corking individual perform- 
ances and via deft megaphoning. 
Reginald Gardiner rates attention as 
the ex-actor turned butler, playing 
the part strongly for laughs at times. 
| Miss Fields has several fetching 
|songs, including “Bring Back My 
| Bonnie,” “The Awfulness, the Sinful- 
|ness, the Wickedness of Men.” and 
“Christopher Robin.” Mori. 





The Pieture of Derian 


Gray 
(ONE SONG) 


) Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Pandro 
help its cause along when some/s, Berman production. Peatuces George 
crisis demanded it. Sanders, Hurd Hatfield, Donna Reed, Angela 
There are many _ suspensefyl ogee eter Lawford. Directed by Al- 

. is bert win. Based on novel by Oscar 

touches right along. The footage is | wiiae; adaptation, Albert Lewin. editor. 
replete with arresting meller. | Ferris Webster; camera, Harry Stradling. At 


Whether it’s Dickie Tyler as the re- 
sourceful little bellboy, or his father, 
a waiter, both of the underground, 
or the femme star who apparently 
first falls for Dantine (the escaped 
anti-Nazi) and later would turn him 
in, the situations are constantly in- 
triguing. The performances match. 
All are excellent. Miss King as the 
star and Miss Emerson as the in- 
former, hungry for a pair of new 
shoes, silently in love with a Jewish 
boy whom she thought dead, are con- 
vincing. Ditto Massey, which is 
merely dittoing what is generally any 
Massey performance. That goes for 
Dantine and right down the line. 
Not the least of the technical as- 
sists is an excellent dramatic score 
by Franz Waxman. Abel. 


BROWN, CARNEY LAFFERS 
Hollywood, March 6. 
Wally Brown and Alan Carney are 
ted for a series of comedies to 
follow their next chore, “Radio Stars 
on Parade,” which starts early in 
April. 
First of the zany films will be 





“Master Minds,” a tale of two radio . 


detectives, written by Robert Kent. 


Capitol, N. Y.. week March 1, 


'45. Running 
time, 107 MINS. 


Lord Henry Wotton......... George Sanders 
REINS 5 ole a co déccec tec -Hurd Hatfield 
Gladys Hallward............... Donna Reed 
dats boo seeess ol Angela Lansbury 
David Stone........ haere sen .Peter Lawford 
Basil Hallward..............Lowell Gilmore 
James Vane....... bbs0ees. Richard fraser 
Allen Campbell. .....0...... Douglas Walton 
Adrian Singleton........ .. Morton Lowry 
Sir Robert Bentley........ Miles Mander 
ee Lydia Bilbrook 
RARE DRE. cbs cscccccess .Mary Forbes 
De MD. i cccccctccesces Robert Greig 
BPO cc ccdascedsscrceosece Moyna MacGill 


Malvolio Jones Chairman 
Young French Woman ; 
Sas aesedrbdtekesetesecdon 


Billy Bevan 
Renie Carson 
..Lillian Bond 


“The Picture of Dorian Gray,” 
based upon the Oscar Wilde story, 
represents an interesting and daring 
experiment by Metro in view of the 
subject matter. What it may do at 
the boxoffice, something not as easy 
{to foretell as with most pictures, 
|also makes it an intriguing piece of 
| merchandise for analysis. fr 
_ic’s picture. 
the advertising, 
| publicity, etc., may lie the answer 
from a gross point of view. How- 
ever, the ad approach is something 
exhibitors may have difficulty in de- 
_ciding The Wilde name may 
mean something, but the cast names 





exploitation, 


-| meller, 


Miniature Reviews 


} “Hotel Berlin’ (WB). Socko 
right out of the head- 


lines Exciting melodrama that 
will hypo anybody's b.o 
“Molly and Me” (20th). Gracie 


Fields - Monty 
McDowall 


Weolley - Roddy 


comedy-drama gear- 


ed for healthy b.o 
“The Picture of Dorian Gray” 
(M-G) A critic’s picture. Sell- 
ing will determine its b.o. 
“Sudan” (U) (Color). Roman- 
adventure costumer in ch 
colo hat should range from 
{ etter than good b.o 
“The Crime Dector’s Cour- 
age” (Col). No suspense this 
r the erie ‘< the lower! 
Liliet iS 
“Eadie Was a Lady” ‘Col) 
(Musical), Ann Miil nd Joe 
Besser in lignt come. vith mu- 
; OKay pporter for duals 
“Earl Carroll's Vanities’ 


(Musical) (Rep) 
Dennis O'’Ke 
Moore starrer 


b.o 
fe-Constance 


Moderate 
fol 





ao not It Would seem, 


the fact that the 


especially in 


view of horror 


atha 
wmaer cycic is now enjoying pop- 
ularity, that the best way to mer- 
chandise “Dorian Gray” may be to 
sire that angle; also, perhaps, to 
try to arouse the public on contro- 
versial aspects of the ftiln 
Pandro S. Berman has invested the 
picture with much production value. 


It is reported to have cost over §$2,- 
000,000, raising the question of 
whether the negative cost will be re- 
turned. That again may devend a lot 
the selling and how much talk 
ibout the film and its theme may 
count in arousing interest in seeing 
it. Five persons, including Dorian 
Gray, go dead in the picture. That 
might be played up, too. The first is 
the saloon singer who kills herself 
over Gray, the second his friend who 
did his portrait and is murdered by 
Gray; the third a chemist who sui- 


on 


cides, fourth 4. Sailor out to get Grav 
OG So NS rs Sats ea reeda Lave 
party and, finally, Gray himself. It’s 


his painting, horribly disfigured and 
bloodied up by Gray, which, in line 
with fantasy, turns on him 

The morbid theme of the Wilde 
story, carefully but also somewhat 


| 


| : 
|lsometimes erratic photography, it has 
particular appeal to the eye 
Ancient Egypt, backgrounded by) 
| slave-trading, thievery and intrigue, 
provides the locale for the lavish 
production turned out by Paul Mal- 
vern and directed neatly by John 
| Rawlinsy who has efficiently handled 





in particular, some of the action 
scenes These incitude battles be- 
tween rival factions, a horse race ana 


an avalanche which part of a 





sa 
Wrignt is passable as the burley man. 
ager and Miss Miller's sweetie, \ 
Jeff Donnell clowns well as Besse;'s 
romantic viz-a-vis. Hal MeIntyre’s 
band provides trim_ backgrounding 
but is seldom spotted to best * 
tage. 


ile 


aavan 
iW. 
ve 


Karl Carroll's Vanities 
(MUSICAL) 


scheme to wipe out an army on the Ps 
way to battle a slave group 4 be mve A 

The story. an original by Edmund | 1 a seSitiree fied "y Rel y 
L. Hartmann, has been woven to- j lord rd \ ; ’ 
gether skillfully with satisfactory , orenest™ 4 at 
dialog. Production values, in addi- . = no a om _ ns 
tion to the glittering costuming and /1 ard 1. \ Ens Fo. 
utdoor hots, include numers m- Wal Is 
pressive, colorful settin: pacha 

Maria Montez lencs imo to the 90 MINS. 
roie ol in Egyptian queen ! 
grabbed DY slave-traders but ef) A 
jam escape aided in px rt by Jon Hall ; 
and Andy Devine, who are a couple of | « i Duke } 
roving horse-thieves and pickpocket ile 
Captured by the slavers. the trio is - ! ' 
about to be executed A Be 
Bey frees them in spectacular | « e ( 
fashion. | ' 

Bey virtually steals the picture as |" ped ae 
the leader of a group of slaves whose | yy Weems ; 
mission is to wipe out the slave- | The Sings 
traders. He and Miss Montez con- | Poorman... 
tribute the romance elements. George hy . ’ iy 7 
Zucco, as the scheming chamberlain | +, . 
|in the Queen’s royal setup, acquits | ) \ 
himself creditably while among | He in a oO 
others handling themselves ably is| — by nity 
| Robert Warwick, as head of a slave- Earl Carroll as a showmat Yas 
\trading bunch long been topgrade, and it nfort 

Two background songs for mixed ate that Republic Pictures could t 
choruses were specially written for | have whipped together a bette: 
the picture by Everett Carter and vith which to accentuate the | - 
Milton Rosen. They are “Proud and | ducer’s positive. “Ear] Carroll's Van- 
Free,” an operatic type number |jities’ can thus hope to achieve no 
which impresses considerably, and | more than moderate boxoffice 
i"The Call to Love,” led by an un- This film is not one to velamorize 
seen soloist, which doe 1 { Char the caree! of Carroil, portenaling to 

a be strictly an iMmwe nt in his pro- 

The Crime Dector's ducing lifetime. is straight fiction, 

‘ and the basic vaive to such a pic 
ourage |might well have been the beauts 

Columbia rele Rudolph ©. Klothow | around whom much cf his career has 
production Stars Warne Bante te actually been predicated 
tures Hillary Brooke, Jerome ¢ n. Rot The picture has two elements that 
ert Scott Dirested George = | 
Screenplay by Kric Taylor hase n radio | distinguish it, however—a song and a 
program by Max Mayr mera, I. W. | girl. The tune is “Endlessly,” one of 
pr ng Decl — Sa m = |several by Walter Kent and Kim 
ing time, 70 MINS, mae oe. ene eg la 2 seeking . ps k sta se musical, 
Dr. Robe Ordway af \\ er BRaxte the gal—Constadaice: Wiocre 
Kathleen ¢ ! liillary Brooke | Of the two, it’s Miss Moore who's 
| ee Serene treeeees derome Cowen | the film’s. top commodity, a sock 
Bob Rencoret 


boldly adapted to the screen, is built | 


around Gray; his contempt for the 
painting that was made of him, the 


fears of not retaining youth and, of | 


course. the unregenerate 
which Gray sinks and the evil 
mors about him that have 


ru- 
become 


depths to, 


Rebert Scott 


lLlevd Corrigan 


OR ae ee 
COMEOER BPCN... cccvceccee Kmory VParnel 
TEOTSOR CHIGON sv cccccvccenecs Stephen Crane 
Butler : er ee ee Charles Arnt 
| Peewee! Brees... .ceccesss \ ony Caruso 
| Dolores Bragga........... Lupita Tovar 
| David Lee ‘ Dennis Moore 
Detective Fanning vod lack Carrington 
Luga King Kong Kasiway 
One of the poorer entries in the 


widely circulated. His utter indiffer- | 


ence to them, his troubled mind, the 
weaknesses that make him an inter- 


|esting character and, on the other 


hand, his sadistic tendencies, all com- 
bine to make Gray a subject any 
psycho-analyst would like to lay his 
hands on. In the adaptation, Albert 
Lewin, who directed, has very subtly 
but unmistakably, pegged” Gray for 
what he was, but it may go over the 
heads of a lot of people anyway. 
Also, much of the offscreen narration, 
explaining among other things what 
is going on in Gray's mind, plus the 
epigrammatic slants, might be too 
much for most to grasp. 

Hurd Hatfield, who had a minor 
part in Metro’s “Dragon Seed.” is 
pretty-boy Gray. He plays it with 
little feeling, as apparently intended, 
but does it well, though he should 
have been aged a little toward the 
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end. As Hatfield does the Gray part, 
he’s singularly Narcisstic all the way. 
Sanders, misogynistic of mind and a 
cynic of the first water, turns in a 
very commendable performance. It’s 
he who upsets the romance, ostensibly 
serious on Gray’s part, which has de- 
veloped with a cheap music hall vo- 
calist. She’s Angela Lansbury, who 
registers strongly and very sympa- 
thetically. Miss Lansbury sings 
“Goodbye, Little Yellow Bird,” a 
haunting old English music hall num- 
ber which is reprised several times. 
Another sympathetic character is 
Donna Reed, who also falls in love 
with Gray but is brushed aside. Peter 
Lawford plays the man she jilts, 
while Lowell Gilmore is the mur- 
dered painter, Richard Fraser the 
brother of Miss Lansbury, and Doug- 
las Walton, the chemist suicide. All 
are well cast, together with numerous 
minor characters. 














Char. 
J 
Sudan ‘ 
(COLOR; SONGS) 

Universal release of Paul Malvern pro- 
| duc tion. Features Maria Montez, Jon Hall. 
| Turhan Bey, Andy Devine, George Zucco 
| and Robert Warwick. Directed by John 
| Rawlins. Story and adaptation, Edmund 


L. Hartmann; editor, Milton Carruth: songs, 


| Everett Carter and Milton Rosen: camera. 
George Robinson: special photography, John 
P. Fulton. Previewed in N. ¥. Feb, 28, 45 
| Running time, 76 MINS. 
| Ps ctees0es gd¢onees Maria Montez 
PDS os KA d evr eedebes ..Jon Hall 
Db cadvesatendecdéudebs Turhan Bey 
in d+cetlssbeesseddéovades Andy Devine 
| BUOCMEOE. . cenccocccoveseces George Zucco | 
} Maatet Kobert Warwick 
| Bema... ce eescccceee Phil Van Zandt 
Uba.. Hiarry Cording 
Dkcelseseonsdeonetdocsecie Georke Lynn 
. Charles Arnt 
| 
In qplor and very impressive 


against richly-hued costuming, out- 
| door vistas, etc, “Sudan” is a ro- 
mantic adventure of convenient 
length (76 mins.) which bids fair to 
do well at the bo. Because of the 
nice tinting job, and despite the 


| 


| 


series, this “Crime Doctor” 
suspense or mystery. A lower dualer. 

Yarn finds Dr. Ordway dealing 
with a detective story writer, a for- 
tune hunter, two Spanish dancers and 


pic lacks 


{a studious young man, in an effort to 
| solve a murder. 


Everyone is suspect 
but by pointing suspicion at majority 
of the cast and overlooking one ac- 
tor, director makes the solution too 
obvious. 

Warner Baxter gives a forthright 
performance as_ the _ psychiatrist 
turned mystery-solver. Hillary 
Brooke, as the gal; Robert Scott. as 
the eccentric youth, and Jerome 
Cowan, as the detective story writer, 
go through their paces in capable 
fashion. Rest of cast is seen briefly. 

Script takes too much for granted, 
and direction lacks smoothness, 
jumping around without too much 
thought of audience reaction. Set- 
tings are substantial for this light- 
budgeter. Sten. 


Eadie Was a Lady 
(MUSICAL) . 


Columbia release of Michel Kr: ike 


pro- 
duction. Features Ann Miller. 


Jue Besser 





Directed by Arthur Dreifuss. Original story 


and screenplay by Monte Brice: camera, 
Brunett Guffey; editor, James Sweeney: 
songs, L. Wolfe Gilbert, Ben Oukland, Saul 


Chaplin, Sammy Cabn, Phil Moore, Howard 
Gibeling, Harold Dickinson. Buddy De Sy1- 
va, Nacio Herb Rrown. At Gramercy Park. 
N 


N. Y., March 1-2, ‘45. Running time, 80 
MINS. 





Mins vcurhaedeennsas buted Ann Miller 
2, git ee Joe Besser 
Tommy Foley....... eee... William Wright 
Pamela Parker....... eecces .Jeff Donnell 
Jimmy Tuttle..... ececcecces Jimmy Little 
Mn cteennces tess “Sviarion Martin 
Aunt Priscilla..... Kathleen Howard 
Hannegan........ ..Tom Dugan 


Dean Flint...................Douglas Wood 
Hal McIntyre Orchestra 

That “Eadie Was a Lady” isa fairly 
entertaining, well produced support- 
ing feature is largely due to Ann 
Miller and Joe Besser. Nicely-paced 
direction of Arthur Dreifus also helps 
pull it from the mire of implausibil- 
| ities. Despite the rather weird pic- 
ture it paints of burlesque, film is 
okay for lower rung of twin bills. 
_Main theme hamstrings the picture 
right off the bat. Scripter Monte 
Brice would have one believe that 
}a co-ed (Miss Miller) from a straight- 
jlaced gals’ school is living a double 
| life by working nights as femme star 








,at a local burley house. 

|. Miss Miller does a slick job sing- 
,ing “Next Victory Day,” “Eadie Was 
}a Lady” and “I'm Going to See My 
Baby.” “Eadie,” by Buddy De Sylva 


and Nacio Herb Brown, is given | 


|plenty of production, and is the best 
| tune in the film. It’s not new. as are 
several others in film, but solid. Miss 
Miller cleans R with her deft taps- 
tering as usual. Besser, as former 
burlesque comic turned school in- 
structor, is funny when given a 
break, which is seldom. William 


» | development 


|looker who needs to be “discovered” 
,all over again for musicals. Miss 
| Moore wears clothes as they were 
intended to be worn; she screens like 
la million and she knocks off a tune 
with better than passing interest 
“Endlessly” is far and away the best 
tune in the pic. 

“Vanities” specifically is about how 

Carroll is looking for talent for a 
new show and how a visiting prin- 
|cess from a dot on the European map 
winds up in the show. That would 
|be Miss Moore, in America trying to 
| get a loan for her country. There are 
complications, of course, and their 
makes for more con- 
ifusion than entertainment 

Dennis O'Keefe is co-starred w ith 

| Miss Moore, and he makes a hand- 
some juve, as an author who creates 
the show being produced by Carroll. 
Eve Arden is in for the caustic com- 
|edy, a type she’s long done in pix 
and on stage, a credible job, while 
Otto Kruger’s lines as Carroll don't 
do much justice to the real-life pro- 
ducer. Alan Mowbray is in for ques- 
tionable laughs, Stephanie Bachelor 
|is the “other woman,” while other 
comedy typical of them is contrib- 
uted by Pinky Lee and Parkyakar- 
kus. Woody Herman's orch is in for 
a couple of brief musical sequences. 
Production looks expensive by nor- 
mal Republic standards. Kahn. 





The Legend of a Bandit 


(“La Leyenda de Bandido”) 
(MEXICAN -MADE) 


Clasa release starring Raul de Anda and 
Susana Guizar; features Miguel Angel Fer- 
riz, Tito Junco, Miguel Arenas, Agustin 
Isunazw, El Chicote Directed by Fernando 
Mendez. Music by Trio Calnveras. At Hel- 
mont, N. Y., ‘45. Running 


week March 2, 
time, 82 MINS, 
Benito Canales Raul de Anda 


OO eee pedecessce ens. Gia 
Priest.......... seeeee+- Miguel Angel Ferris 
Capt. Ramemle. .cocceccscscsessss Tito Junce 
Isabel's Father. ....c0...+s.- Miguel Arenas 
“Eee TAM GOS” .sccccccceces Agustin Isun 
Eee BROT Gee’* 2. cccocesss FA Chico 


(In Spanish; No English Titles) 

Clasa pulled one out of its bottom 
drawer for this presentation. It 
doubtful if the most unsophisticate 
Latin audience would give it much 
patronage. 

Strictly out of the cops-and-rob- 
bers era comes the story of the honest 
peasant turned bandit because the 
captain of the local constabulary 
wants to wed the pretty gal and 
accuses the clod unjustly of murder. 
| Hero takes to the hills and fights sev- 
| eral companies of the state’s military 
arm, while he has exactly three com- 
panions to his name. The thre 
bravos die gamely, after having aide 
| their chieftain in knocking off Goneng 
|of the pursuers. Stymied, the ev 
; one presses the local padre into ser- 
| vice, betrays both priest and peas- 
lant, kills latter, gets his own bullet 
| Straight into the heart. At the altar 





| waiting for her fair one is left Isabel, 
j}having rather a hard time keeping 
|the mascara out of her eyes. : 
| Miguel Ferriz as the priest, who is 
also the narrator of the piece, turns 
in a workmanlike job, and Raul de 
|Anda is not bad. Susana Guizar |s 
good to look at, but if she can act. 
‘she doesn’t show it here. 
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Chases Em Home to Drink Even More?’ 


A group of influential mothers, more or less a part of the academie 


side of show business, is having a 


tea with Mrs. Roosevelt this week, 


and will present a new side to the curfew. To quote one of the 


mothers: 


“My little girl (she’s 17) came home after 8 am. on a recent 


Sunday morning, because they 
homes, where they could turn on 


went to one of the other girl's 
the Capehart and dance. Normally 


they go to the Stork or the Blue Angel, which they favor, whether to 
dance or sit around to 1 or 1:30. Now this party lasted to 3 and, even 
though the beverages at this other girl’s home were doubtlessly su- 


perior 
there it was, 
kids didn’t drink more there than 

“In other words, if this curfew 


to anything you can buy in even the best of night clubs, still 
free and accessible, and you can’t convince me that the 


if they had to buy it. 
sends children of that age into one 





another’s homes because they have no place to dance in public, you can 
imagine what it must do to adults who take their drinking habits 
really seriously.’ 

a aaa ieee 





Leave Us Face It, Kids, There's No 
Doubt the Speakeasies Are Back 


Judging froin the number of cards + 


left with bartenders and walters, 
speakeasies are already a part of 
the New York scene. They're be- 


lieved to be operating in apartment 


houses, behind drawn blinds of tap 
rooms and in brownstone fronts 
with hard drinks being peddled at 
$1 a throw 


Cafe men aren’t surprised at the 
way the illegal joints are springing 
up. With niteries closed and most 
of the regular post-showtime haunts 
having to shutter at midnight, stay- 
ups, they say, are virtually forced 
into the speaks. 


Survey of the restaurant situation 
after cafes and theatres let out at 
midnight reveals that the ropes are 
up at virtually every cafeteria and 
restaurant. In the Broadway sector, | 
because Toots Shor’s, Lindy’s, Roth’s 
and the Brass Rail, now shutter at 
midnight, the Stem crowd migrates | 
to Reuben’s. which soon is filled 
to capacity. In a few minutes the 
around-the-corner Longchamps also 


has the ropes up and standees even 
abound in the hamburger houses 
By that time, they'll even take a 


cafeteria—if they can in 


Consequently, 


get 
it’s believed, they're 


easy prey for anyone who knows ot 
a place 

The New York police made its 
first raid Sunday (4) when 15 were 
seized in a brownstone house on the 
East Side. Patrons as well as the 
operators were haled into court, 


and the customers let out aftey be- 
ing fined $5. Whether the drinkers 
will be arrested in future raids 
will be at the discretion of the raid- 
ing officer. 


Earlier in the week, the N. Y. 
Daily News described visits to sev-| 
eral speaks. 

It's a tribute to the Broadway 


crowd that none of those seized in 
the Sunday night raid were part 
of the regular Stem mob. It’s still 
not known whether the regulars will 
go for joints. But it’s still too early 
to tell. 


TIJUANA RUNNING WILD 


FOR CURFEW REFUGEES 


Tijuana, Mexico, March 6. 

Business is whooping in the night 
spots of this little border town as 
result of midnight closing in the 
U.S.A. Under recent relaxation by 
the Mexican government, bars and 
danceries are permitted to throw 
their front door keys away and run 
around the clock. Town is only 17 
miles from San Diego and even less 
distant from numerous American 
war plants. To help the trade, tour- 
ists from across the border are per- 
mitted to buy three gallons of ra- 
tion-free gas per day. 

After-midnight drinking is for 
civilians only. Military personnel 
from the U.S.A. must get back across 
the border by 11 p.m. 

Influx of tourists to Mexico City, 
heightened by shift of bangtail fol- 
lowers from Miami Beach 
Mex capital, has alarmed Mexican 
government officials to the extent 


that they are discouraging further | 


local tourist travel as an impediment 
to its own war effort, listing strain 
upon housifig, transportation and 
danger of inflation. 

Night spots are getting the biggest 
Play in years. Ciro’s swank nitery 
in the Hotel Reforma, is best patron- 
ized by the gambling elements. It’s 
like old times to A. C. Blumenthal, 
Operator of the spot and expatriated 
New York realtor, show-backer and 
jack-of-other-trades. Also heavily 
patronized are the El Patio, Sans 
Souci and the Casanova. 


to the | 





‘How Soph Dopes It Out 


Seattle, Feb. 27. 
Editor, “Variety” 
I think you would like to 
know that this new midnite 
rfew business, its effect, etc., 
didn’t mean a thing here. Pack 
jammed nightly, shows put on 
earlier at 8:30 and 10:45. Pub- 
licity bannered away “come 
early” and good American 
public wi adjust and 
adapt themselves to going out 
earlier for their amusement and 
| entertainment, and in a few 
weeks everything will be hitting 
in high again 
In N. Y., where cafes depend 
after-theatre crowds, it will 
| soon find our public will go to a 


oul 


ll 


soon 


on 


show one night and next night 
| they'll go to a cafe. If they 

can’t do it both in one night, 

they'll do it by splitting it up 

one nite each. And if clubs give 

them a big show they'll go to 

club in preference to a_ stale 
| show. 


Sophie Tucker 


‘DAYERIES’ COMPLICATE 








go out they go. Out-of-towners no 

longer are content to commute to 

FOOD SNAG FOR CAFES) tne theatre and catch the special 
back to Westchester, Connecticut or 
New York nitery ops, generally,'! Jersey. They wanna & out there- | 
aren't warming up to weekend mati- | after to a club or a hotel and eithei 
; leatcha 2 ai ste -ernigh 

nee sessions, fearing further losses. | catch a 2 a.m, train or stay overnight 
' : ' ; : senci ‘e is vir- | 
It's pointed out that it’s mainly a} In the ticket agencies there is \ 


food business, and as such, wouldn’t 
be too profitable and would serve 
| the purpose only complicating 
their already stiff ration points 
problem. 

Despite this general feeling, the 
Carnival Room of the Hotel Capitol 
got a big play clocking 400 patrons 
on its first matinee attempt and 
the first to be tried since advent of 
the curfew by any nitery in the 
area. Room opened at noon, Satur- 
day (3), put on its regnlar floorshow 


of 


| 


at 1 p.m., and remained open until 
the regular opening with matinee 
dancing. 

Frank Law, in charge of promot- 
ing the room, declared it was suf- 
| ficiently successful to warrant con- 
|tinuation. In fact, he’s mulling a 


| Sunday afternoon celebrity session. 

| Barney Josephson’s Cafe Society 
| Downtown will try a variation of 
| the idea with presentation of a Sun- 
| day afternoon jam session. Sessions 


| preem March 11 with Phil Moore's | 


orch and Mary Lou Williams. 


| 

Blue Angel also announced mat- 
|inee shows Fridays, Saturdays and 
| Sundays with first show to go on at 
{5 p.m. in addition to the regular 
8:30 and 10:30 p.m. displays. 


Operators are more amendable to 
ithe cocktail matinee. La Martinique 
| started on Saturday with fairly good 
attendance while Havana-Madrid 

and La Conga, who have been run- 
ning such dansants for some time, 
|are reporting doing well with it. 

It’s pointed out that the matinee 
dances are more profitable 
most sales are from the 
not the kitchen 


bar and 


In Chi Too 
Chicago, March 6 
| Changeover of nitery operators to 
‘more “healthy” daytime hours, 
forced by curfew, is typified here by 
Chuck and Burt Jacobson, Rio Ca- 
bana co-owners. who are now open- 
ing the spot at 11 a. m. to serve 
luncheon, dinner and supper, with 
show headed by Benny Fields sked- 
ded for 8 and 10 p. m. nightly, plus 
|3 p. m. matinees on Saturdays. 


because | 


Like the Good Ole Days 


As result of the curfew, with 
taxis now more plentiful, two 
hackies were battling over who 
gets the fare at around 1 a.m. 
the other morning. 

This hasn’t happened so long 
—with the cabs breezing by you 
at will—that even the cop who 
witnessed the episode was too 
open-mouthed to interfere. 

eat eam eames 


Ham ’n’ Eggs ’n’ Vaude 








ae 








| way instituted shows 
Saturday (3) in order to put on five 
showings. Earliest was 
Roxy, first 


display at 9:04 after showing a short 


“breakfast” 


opener the 


which put on its 


stage 
newsreel. 

Paramount, after 
with the filz Bri 
started its first flesh 
while the Strand 
at 10:43 

All ‘houses operating under 
early schedule, had comparatively 
small houses to start with, but built 
during the showings. 

The Loew houses, State and Capi- 
| tol, were the only spots on the street 
to maintain the four-show schedule. 


an early opening 
the Girls,” 
10:37, 
its talent 


on 
session at 


teed off 











| Curfew Hurts | 





—_aas Continued from page 1 —— 


advance sales.at the boxoffices sim- 
ilarly have shaded off. 


It was thought 


that the drop in grosses last week 
may have been the reaction after 
Washington's birthday but it was 


clear by Saturday (3) that the cur- 
few was the actual factor. 

Nightly scenes on Broadway are 
incredible While legit shows exit 
| between 11 and 11:30, the outpour- 
| ing from picture houses, cafes and 
|night clubs at midnight jams the 
| smaiee stem to such an extent that 


| traffic is being diverted from Time 
| Square Resultant transportatior 
| confusion may be imagined Sub- 
| Ways and busses are overloaded, but 
| by one a.m. Broadway is a virtuall) 
deserted lane. 


It’s now axiomatic that when they 


phones not even ringing. People 
know that the brownout has made 
the amusement district as gloomy as 
any other spot and they are aware 
that there is little time after per- 
formances to go to restaurants and 
clubs. 
or in the hotels. 
Devious Device 

Behind the curfew is fuel conser- 
vation and behind that is absentee- 
ism and behind that is overseas 
morale of the fighting forces. Seems 
that those who planned the measure, 
weakly labeled a “request” order, 
did not consider the effect on men in 





uniform, on leave in the big city 
Asked what they thought of the 


curfew a couple of GI's laconically 
replied, “Stinks.” 

There are any number 
back from combat who come to 
Broadway for surcease. only to find 
it dismal. They want to know 
come that they cannot have arnuse- 
ment. Boys on short leave from 
nearby camps and naval 
seeking a change of pace from mili- 
tary routine, just can’t figure it out 
Even such passes calling for return 
to quarters at 6 a. m. now read 2 
| a. m. 


Mayor LaGuardia had the right 
idea when he sought to make New 
York an exception but was patent!) 
told by Washington to pipe down 
The number of visitors to New York 
is due to sharply decline for most 
incomers want amusement. If the 
town folds up at midnight, indica- 
tions are that most out-of-towners 
will stay away. If that proves to 
be correct, theatres will be sure to 
be affected and it’s quite possible 
that only a few shows would sur- 
vive. 

The curfew. started with New 
York taking it in stride, the club 
turning out the lights after the ban 
played the national anthem, but by 
the end of the week a wave of ps 





simism was noticcable. Floor show 
in cafes going on early. it wes fir 
thought, would solve tice 9 
but reports at the end o. tne 
were that many niteries may (l< 


' forced to close. 


Three vaude houses along Broad- | 


the | 


tually no business after 6:30, tele- | 


So the trend is to stay home. 


of men! 
how | 


stations | 





“There’s no kidding, it 
take an Einstein to figure out that 
if you chop off three or four hours, 
no joint add up to the same 
gross.” one top nitery pro- 


can 


says 


Bistros Knocking Selves Out Trying 
To Clip B.0. Blues; Biz Off Nationally 


doesn’t 





No All-Nite Drugs 


All-night Broadway drugstore 
had been averaging $200 in sales 


| 


between midnight and dawn. 
When the curfew started, busi- 
ness after 12 o’clock dived and 


takings didn't pay for the lights 
Saturday (3) at 8a.m. the cash 








register showed sales of only $4 
and the place will probably 
close at 12 henceforth 

prietor in New York. “And don't 


get me wrong, I still can’t say that 
I'd like to go steady with Jimmy 
Byrnes, but if that’s the patriotic 
thing to do, so be it 

“So all right, many a spot 
be the 90° brackets. It'll 
to settle for the 50° 
Maybe when Uncle Sam 


no much it may cost 


won't 


in have 


in tax 


1oug! 


rev- 
‘ll give a tl hat 
‘osting in public morale 
but that it’s inviting 
the speakeasy. Ask 
bartenders; they'll steer 
and they'll get a cut.” 


it to W 
s al 
“No question 

the 

some of oul 

you, 
T) 

s} el 
The big problem now is for the 

| ingenuity of the bistros to assert 

itself. First, how to hypo the early- 
hour dinner business. One thought 
is to start plugging a bottle of wine 


sO 


a 


return Oj 


at’s the cafe situation in a nut- 


with dinner Certainly with food 
costs what they are—it figures 41°, 
| average—that doesn’t make for a 


much profit as the late-hour liquo1 
| selling 

The 
next ¢ 


+? 


get-’em-in-early 
umpaig That’s 
an done. Somehow they 
up for that 10 p.m. “supper 
and the turnover isn’t as goo 

No question that the theatre crowd 


iaqe@a is tne 
easie a 
all gar 


OW 


| mace a sharp turnover crowd afte 
11 p.m. Well, that’s no more. 

| But many a joint is doi: over- 

| Capacity at both shows, b that 

| doesn’t mean as much profit, because 
of the emphasis on food and the fac 

that late-hour drinking creates a 

| higher profit margi 

J - o= 

| Chi Against the Ropes 


Chicago, March 6. 
Niteries, especially late spots like 


the most terrific beating of any other 
amusements here first week of cur- 
few, as was expected, although many 
operators opine it’s merely a phase 
that'll pass soon as public readjusts 
tself to earlier hours. Samples of 
drops in grosses are Latin Quarter, 
town to $3.500 from last week's $6.,- 
Empire Room, cown to $9,900 
from $10,500: and Panther Room 
down to $4,900 from $6.000. 

Most legit houses also 
jaxe, albeit generally 
ithey too will rise 


%o 
» 


Ayn. 
Tt hl 


felt the 
conceded 
and shine 


+4 
ee.) 


; 


tax brackets. | 
realizes | 


la 


Philadelphia, March 6. 

Initial week of the Byrnes curfew 
on the entertainment industry found 
Philly’s nitery and amusement belt 
at midnight looking like Phillv is 
reputed to look like at midnight— 
| dead as the inside of a mausoleum. 

Business in the large cabarets—= 
those which feature large shows— 
wa eported off a much as 50%. 
The smaller spots, v h bank more 
on the cuisine than on its chorines, 
said their busine wasn't hurt as 
much as it was when the 30% Fede 
eral tax first went into effect. In 
| fact. some of the latter spots re- 
ported that with cutting down of 
expenses (light, heat, etc.) and slice 
ing an act or two, made their busie 
ne equal or eve a little more 
profitable than before the midnight 
curfew 

film busine ( pt for the all- 
nighter nd inight show howed 
a slight increase, espvecially on weeke- 
end 

Saturday night business in the 

A Chaser 
Parts of sports came over 
from Philadelphia Friday (2) to 
see the fights at Madison Square 

Garde: Ordinarily when visit- 

ing New York they attended one 

or two night ) Instead they 

entrained for Philly immediate. 

ly after the bout 

Act who came to town from 

Connecticu sot a peek at 

Broa ay round 1:39 a. Sat- 

uraay (3) anda § tid tnere were 

just a many people on Main 

Street, Norwalk, an as many 

places open. 
ae re ee =z 
oites, of course, hasn't been touched, 
inasmuch as Philly has always had 

midnight closing on that day due 
to Sabbath blue law: 

Chief complaint of the cafe ope 
erators is that they must close the 
bar at 11:15 or at the latest 11:30 in 
order to have their spots cleared of 


Latin Quarter and Chez Paree, took | 
| clubs, the operators giving the cur- 


| deciding 


again | 


| when payces get in the groove of! 


dark streets and padlocked afier- 
ltheaire spots. Ops reported a ‘drop 
jin window sales, resulting in dips 
ranging all the way $500 fot 
‘Searching Wind” to $2,000 for “Over 
| 21... Money order sales, on the othe: 
hend, continued steady. 

Loop picture houses. despite drops 
alsewhere. were hepped up, with 
most of them recording heavier takes 
than the hefty ones forecast. Chicago 
did $2.000 more than the expected 
$65.000 with “Meet Me in St. Louis;” 
Downtown, in its last stand before 
hutter ng. did record-breaking $32.- 
900: and Garrick’s “Sign of the 


‘trom 


/ dozen bottles of schnapps under the 


| Cross,” reissue. hit $4,000 more tnap | 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 


the i9 grand for which it was fig- 

| ured. 

Bee Bvires order. mean- 
while. are plenty, with late hour 
nitery cpera.o most vehement be- 
‘ause they cl theirs is as legiti- 
mate a business es theatres, and that 
f WMC were far it would clamp 
cown on latter too. Underneath al! 
the shilly-shallying that continues 
dav to day in local pavers is the un- 
cerlving theme expressed time and 
again among operators themselves: 

lthat Government should close all 
mus *nt places. including niteries, 
heaire bowline alleys, et two 
ays a week. preferably Monday and | 

Tucsday. lettins them run as for- 
merly the other five. ~ 

Cafe Owne! \ssociation reps re- 
nee from mec ing with War Mob- | 
' a tant. Bruce Smith, | 
4 gton. ‘e they were told 
con eon first week's ef- 


orwnrd them to Cone ess 


|mouthpiece in the capital and who’s 


week and complete closing on the 
seventh. 
man Ed Kelly (D., Il.). who is their 


skedded to use 
an alternative 


Philly Hit Up to 50° 


basis for 
of six days & 


I epo rt 
plan 


as 

















customers by midnight. This causes 
a loss of almost three hours of busi- 
ness instead of two. 

Thus far there 
parent slicing of 


has been 
payrolls 


no 
at 


ap- 
the 
few a couple of more weeks before 
how much it will really 
affect business. Musicians are going 
to work a couple of hours earlier, 
and shows are starting at 7:30, in- 
stead of the pre-Byrnes teeoff of 
9 p.m. 

A couple of spots have instituted 
a Saturday matinee policy, and some 
are announcing they will be open for 


Sunday dinners. (Liquor sale and 
floor shows are verboten on the 
Sabbath). 


Compliance, according to police 
and WMC, almost perfect with 
only one violator reported. Police 
raided the Spotlight Guild, actors 
and musicians after-hours rendez- 
vous early Sunday morning. Vincent 
Grillo, manager, said place was a 
restaurant and sold no liquor. Cop- 
pers sai@ they found at least a half 


1s 


tables. 
for 


Spot was reported to WM@ 
“sanctions. 
Fuel In Miami? 
Miami, March 6. 

The curfew can’t do much to hur 
an already lagging season for the 
nite spots in Miami and Miamfl 
Beach. Already adjusted to a mid- ' 
nite liquor curfew the new ruling 
will affect only a few of the clubs 
who put the last show on at midnite, 
These clubs are scheduling earlier, 
shows and to date have drawn pretty 
well...better than most ops exe 
pected. The fuel edict created some 
resentment inasmuch as no fuel is 
needed or used locally and operators 
feel that they should receive some 
concession. 
It’s 


OK in Reno 
Reno, March 6. 

Reno Bonifaces are voicing no cure 
few kicks in spite of fact that most 
joints hitherto were all-night spots, 
Only gripe is shortage of locks for 
coors. 

Top gaming spot owners. Harold's 
club. Bank club and Palace club, 
cut out swing shift. Net profit go- 
ing OK. 
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Here’s a promise to be fulfilled only 

when Victory is accomplished. Then 
a smart, new peacetime Ford will be wait- 
ing to make those trips more fun. 


... For your coming Ford will be big and 


roomy—youthful in action and in styling, 


too. Rich appearing— inside and out—its 
smart lines will surely rate a “‘second look” 
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wherever you go on street and highway. 
... Naturally, this new car will live up to 
the famous Ford tradition for economy 
and reliability. Into it will go all the skill 
and experience that Ford has gained in 
more than 40 years. 

... When? We’re going to start produc- 


tion plans as soon as we receive the 
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in your future! 


necessary ‘‘go ahead.’’ Meanwhile, the 
full Ford resources will continue to be 
engaged in helping speed final Victory. 


FORD MOTOR COMPANY 


Sora 





“STARS OF THE FUTURE.” Listen to the new Ford musical program on ai Biue Network stations. Every Friday night—8:00 E.W.T., 7:00 ©.W.T., 9:00 M.W.T., 8:30 P.W.T. 
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Victoria Palace, London 
London, Feb. 12. 

Flanagan & Allen, Adelaide Hall, 

Teddy Brown, -Freddie_ & Partner, 

Victor Barna & Alec Brook, Med- 

lock & Marlowe, Artemus, George 

& Jack D’Ormonde, Joe King, Dud- 


v's Midgets, Florence Whiteley’s | . “cag ie 
ley. Fact oo | that are well done and well liked in | 
Phat Be ithis house. For white houses he ' 

s | hasn’t too much 
retoria Palace, once famed as enh. Pee 
, Bib me for American acts. is | Marva Louis showed possibilities 
ry oul sain as a@ vaude house, with | last year when caught at a Green- 
open age it ay . ; " > , 
saar tion sponsored by Jack Hyl- | wich Village, N. Y., spot. As the star 


This makes the only house ad- 


on 

pe to West End playing variety. 
Considering the paucity of talent, 
Hylton has managed to line up a 
iiversified bill, with the usual front- 

line of good lookers and steppers 
Oveners are George and Jack 
ry Ormonde, unicyclists, with fund of 
ynedy Act is standard and ha 
D “d America. Worthy of bettei 
{ opening slot. Newcomer to 
] lon s Joe King, Yorkshire comic 
refreshing material With bet- 
h, act could fit on most pro- 
7 Freddie (Schweitzer) and Partne 
s a comedy musical act Freddie 
orizinally discovered by Hyltoi 
en traveling the Continent in his 


band leader, was feaiured in 
} iggregation for year While he 
o Grock, he is certair funny, 


well 


an 


and plays several instruments 
\delaide Hall, who is nov 


es. 


tablished radio name in England. ran 

through several pops, with many re- 

quests. Finishes with a slight da 

7 iy Brown is rated tops on the 

xyvylophone over here, An established 
yrite, he had them eat: out of 

} paln 


ly) add variety, Hylton introduced 


Victor Barna, world champ table 
t is player, and Alec Brook, Brit- 
a international champ. Athrilling 
novelt 


Phantom Guard, precision-drilled 
ga opened second half of bill to 
nice returns. Artemus has plenty of 

edy in his juggling act 
Medlock and Marlowe, 


cv 


burlesque 


dancers, are refreshing, but act could 
stand some tightening to make it 
socko. Has plenty of chuckles 


Flanagal and Allen England's 


leading comics, top the bill. Have to 
rely on some of their oldies, but 
they're still good for belly laughs 
Stayed for nearly 30 minutes. Clos 
e are Dudley’s Midgets M.c. is 
very tall, showing up his diminutive 
crew to advantage. OlfYer plenty of 
nifty acrobatics. 

Show is in for four to six wecks, 
with Flanagan and Allen due to quit 


because of picture commitments: 
while Teddy Brown, the other head- 
liner, has previous vaude pact to fill 
Rege. 


Sirand. N. ¥. 


Carmen Cavallaro Orch (16) with 
Gloria Foster, Sandra Barrett, Nip 
Nelson, Peter Lorre (with Marcella 
Hendricks): “Hotel Berlin” (WB), 


reviewed in this issue of “Variety.” | 





A smooth suave show at the 
Broadway Strand this booking, both 
on stage and screen, “Hotel Berlin” is 
socko b.o., and the in-person portion 
is equally potent. Incidentally Peter 
Lorre (New Acts) is featured in the 
film well. The two support- 
ing acts, the tapstering Sandra Bar- 
rett and the mimic Nip Nelson, are 
also under New Acts. 

Carmen Cavallaro is a Broadway 
picture presentation house staple by 
now. He dishes up smooth dansapa- 
tion, deviating little from the piano- 


as 


logistic emphasis as he alternates 
between the baton and his own key- 
board interludes. He has a good 


supporting team in four reeds, four 
brass, three violins and the guitar- 
drums-bass-piano rhythm 
Gloria Foster, a _ tallish looker, 
handles her vocals well, notably 
“Rum and Coke” which, incidentally, 
conjures up thoughts of what the 
yesteryear vaudeville bluepencilers 
might have done with those 
lyrics. 
are not too subtle but perhaps the 
tropical aura of the tune gets things 
by. Miss Foster first does “Heart 
Sings” and taps with “Rum.” 

Cavallaro Teatures the “Warsaw 
Concerto,” which he first introduced 
a couple of years back, follows with 
a pop medley of the day and a re- 


quest medley which comprises 
‘Boogie Woogie,” “Tico Tico,” “Stai 
Dust” and “Tea for Two.” In be- 


tween also he makes a production of 





Its backing of the acts, however, is 
not good, 

Warren Evans, Scott's vocalist. is 
first on. Pop singer of ihe Sinatra 
school, he does a neat job on “I Didn't 
Know About You” and “I'll Walk 





} pression that if she can find the ma- ’ 


Alone.” He’s preceded by Satchel 


b.o. draw of this layout, she scems 
to be doing alright because the house 
was jammed when caught Friday (2) 
night. Her singing still gives the im- 


terial she’d become a worthwhile act 


Here she uses “Just One of Those 
Things,” “Together” and “Miss You 
none of them done too well. Scott's 
accompaniment doesn't heln he. 
either. 

In between Mrs. Louis and the Dots 
|jare the Three Kings, a white acro 
wt thot has been around fo. some 
time. They present some tricks that 
ire far above the usual run of such 
turn capped by a chilling: balanc- 
ing by the male of 140 pounds on hi 

| lower jaw. Wood. 
State. N. ¥. 
Vincent Lopez Orch (16), with 


| 
section. | 


racy | 
Some of the extra choruses | 


Gerry Larsen, Bruce Hayes, “Pinky” 
Saviti; Betty Ann Nyman, Sheila 
Barrett, Johnny Burke: “Meet Me in 
St. Louis” (M-G). 


Loe ys State is projec! ng wa 
louble-barreled nifty entertainment 
package for current week. with 


“Meet Me in St. Louis” a moveover 
from the Astor, N. Y., plus a bangup 


stage show that more than satisfies 

Topping tageshow Vincent 
Lopez and his orchestra, doubling 
from the Taft hotel, N. Y. He is 


L 
making with the brand of music that 
| is ear-soothing relief from the more 


blatant outfits. Band clicks on its 
own and does a good job. back- 
grounding the acts. also Lopez 


doubles as baton wielder and emcee, 
| and that’s okay, too. 
Band opens with its theme music. 


Lopez then brings on Betty Ann Ny- | 


blonde who's been 

in the musical, “Best 

Forward” and the non-musical. 
and Tell.” She contribs a 
brace of tap routines that 

nicelv. Gerry Larsen, band’s femme 

| vocalist, follows with vocal of “Rum 


man, youthful 
| around before 
| Foot 
“Kiss 


£o ovel 


Robinson, tapster, with two routines | 


Paramount, X. ¥. 
Cootie Williams Orch (16) with 
Bob Merrill; Ralp Brown, Ella Fiiz- 
gerald, Buck & Bubbles, Ink Spots 
(4), “Bring On the Girls” (Par), re- 
viewed in “Variety,” Feb. 21, ‘45 


On paper this new all-colored show 


at the Paramount looks good. It 
plays even better. Coupled to the 
'Eddie Bracken-Sonny Tufts screen 
item, “Bring On the Girls.” the cus- 


tomers get high satisfaction from the 


} 90-odd minute stage layout. It’s one 
| ol the fastest sets the Par has pre- 
fsented recently 
| Cootie Williams’ band is the sur- 
prising component in the overall im- 
{pact of Ella Fitzserald, Ink Spots. 
}etc. His outfit is not too familiar and 
tl entertainment value which it 
! Usk i vroapnvoe . 1exbe “tect 
Working somewhat like the Lionel 
| Hampton band (in fact, one number. 
i“House of Joy.” is a close copy of 
one of Hampton's better th ngs? the | 
-omb ol five » fou tri mpets 
three trombon tiree rnyt . a0es 
ja strong job irom beginni to end 
| Williams is an animated personality 
who does a convincing i9b of stirring 
jenthusiasm in his band and conse- 
|quently in the audience. Musically. 
|the band is okay; it’s main point. how- 
lever, is the way it entertains. Lender 
j}is-one of the best trumpete in the 
; business and proves it at various 
times 
Bob Merrill, from the band’s brass 
grouping. does one song. a comical 
ersion of “Things Ain’t What They 
| Used to Be.” He's 200d 
Ralph Brown. tapster, starts off the 
parade of acts. He does two fast 
routines that are too similar in con- | 


i struction. Nevertheless, he gets over 


| nicely. 
| Next on is Ella Fitzgerald. One of 
the best femme singers of songs cur- 
ently available, she does very well 
here However, when caught, hei 
best didn’t seem to be forthcoming 
ichiefly due to too-fast pace set up by 
| Williams’ men. Her “Robin Hood.” 
“Beginning to See the Light.” and 
|“Atisket” all seemed carried at an 
| uncomfortable speed for her. There's 
jn argument, however, but that this 


audience enjoyed her immensely. 


their routine one iota. 
| Broadway they 
Chey fit into this show smoothly, put- 
ting over their comedy. songs and 
terping in fine fashion. They also 
draw big returns. 

Ink Spots, with only Billy Kenny 


|and Coca Cola.” solidly delivered.|as the lone survivor of the original 
| “Pinky” Savitt then takes the spot-| group (incidentally. he gets personal 
light for a torrid trumpet solo of/|billing outside for the first time), 
|*Summertime.” which rocks ‘em. | work well, too. although they do miss 
| Sheila Barrett clicks in the next|the spark of Deke Watson's by-play 
niche with .her satirical impressions Kenny carries the turn almost alone 
|of Bert Lahr, Tallulah Bankhead, W.| Start out with “How Many Hearts” 
1C Fields. et al. She whams ‘em! ia bit aged), “I’m Making Believe.” 
jagain with her stewed dame bit!ithen “If I Didn't Care.” finishing. 
| which has been standard with the! with Ella Fitzgerald added. on “Into 
comedienne for some time. Off to| Rach Life Some Rain Must Fall,” a 
| plenty of palm-whacking _. |erack item she recorded with them 
| Bruce Hayes, male vocalist with) fo, Decca. Watson, incidentally, is 
band. gives out with “A Little on the |p;eaking in a new act called the 


Lonely Side” seguing into “My Heart 
Sings” and encores with “I Dream 
of You” for top returns. Band fol- 
lows with an all-out effort on “Robin 
Hood.” Then Lopez takes over for 
a piano session and encores with his 
standard “Kitten On The Keys.” 
socko as ever. 

Johnny Burke adds considerably to 
the comedy potency of bill as closer 
with his familiar unhappy warrior 
routine. His gripes on army induc- 
tion, and what goes on in induction 
centers are as good as ever. especially 
going big with the wees Soe 

vt, 





Kelth’s. Indpls. 
Indianapolis, March 3. 


Brown Dots, this week at the Apollo 
theatre (see New Acts). Wood. 


| 
| Capitol. Wash. 
Washington, March 2. 
Gloria Jean, Le Roy Bros., Simone 
| Dancers, Sam Jack Kaufman's House 
| Orch, Milt Slosser; “Naughty Mari- 
etta (M-G). 








| Sam Jack Kaufman is celebrating 
| fifth anniversary here with an orig- 
|inal concerto, for which a $50 war 
bond is offered for a title. Maestro 
conducts and plays piano passages. 
displaying his musicianship to loud 
applause. Le Roy Bros. give out with 
marionettes, doing a skeleton dance, 
Hawaiian numbers, and for encore 





Red Foley, Karl & Harty, Dick |Gene Krupa practising on the drum 
Scott. Little Jackie, Shelby Jean, | heads wt 
Roy Newman & Lucky, Nef?’ Hun-| Then follows Gloria Jean. nift- 
ter; “She’s a Sweetheart” (Col). lily attired in a white dress. She 
| ° ———_ igives out with “Siboney.’ “Trish 

Red Foley and his Radio Roundup | Lullaby,” and for encore. “Night and 
from WJJD. Chicago, are giving Day.” A solid hit. The Simone 

dancers contrib classical dancing 


| Keith's lively jamboree in the cur- 
rent session. The troupe includes 
some versatile hillbilly and cowboy 
talent, with emphasis on old-time 
singers and fiddlers. A smart dog 


| act, featuring Roy Newman's trained 


| pup “Lucky.” and a fast tap routine 
by Neff Hunter round out a good 
| bill. 


'“Smoke on the Water” and an orig- 
inal, “Old Shep,” in fine style, be- 


Foley sells “Don't Fence Me In.” | 


which goes over nicely. Milt Slosser. 

iat the console, revives musicomedy 
tunes of yesteryear, with audience 
| Seeirstvee in the singing. Arke 


Tower. K. €. 
Kansas City, March 2 
Barton & Brady, David & Dorothy 
Paige. Buddy Mack, Thornton Kids 
1 (3), Tommy Alexander, Tower Orch 
(9) with Norma Werner; “Alaska” 


“Voodoo Moon.” Abel. sides teaming with his wife. suey. | (Mono) and “Big Bonanza” (Rep). 
as | Martin, in a couple of novelty num- an 

J : lbers, “The Man I Marry” and “My! After a week of novelty by an all- 

Apolle. Me We | Old Man's Gettin’ Bald Instead of | midget company, the Tower returns 

Cecil Scott Orch (17) with War-|Gray.” Other singers include Dick |to its customary vaude this week 

ren Evans; Satchel Robinson. Marva | Scott, who emcees the show and | with a bill which rates high in enter- 
Louis, Three Kings, Brown Dots|warbles “Just Because”; Karl and | tainment value. 

‘4); “The Last Ride” (Indie). | Harty, who favor with “Kentucky” Orch opens with the wacky pop 

-__— and “Saved.” an old camp meeting | “Accentuate the Positive,” and Novr- 


Apollo this week is depending on 
the b.o. draw of Marva Louis, wife of 
Joe Louis, playing her first date here. 
and the initial theatre engagement 
ot the Brown Dots (New Acts). new 
quartet formed by Deke Watson, for- 
merly with the Ink Spcts. All in all, 
the layout, compared to the Apollo's 
usual presentations, is fair. 

_Cecil Scott’s orchestra, compara- 
tively unknown, accomps the show. 
Made up of three trombones. four 
trumpets, five sax, three rhythm. 
With the leader added on tenor and 
clarinet, it’s a fair combo that does. 
however, succeed in stirring u» its 
audience Inte in the show with a 
drawn-out “beat” tune in which the 
Ong-winced Scott solos indefinitely. 


spiritual; Shelby Davis, who chimes 





in with “I’m Thinking Tonight of 
'My Blue Eyes” and “Honey. I'm in 
}Love With You.” then yodels and 
sings “Goodbye Little Darling” and 
“The Side Walk Waltz” with he: 
brother, Little Jackie. Latter also 
vets a nice hand for his amusing 


novelty, “Winkin’ at Me.” 


a glass balanced on his head. turns 
in circles holding his ta'l, jitterbugs 
on his hind legs, jumps rope and 
otherwise keeps the customers alert 
and interested. Neff Hunter, a nice- 
jlooker, wins a warm reception for 
| her high-speed taps and adds a Citi- 
| fied touch to the rustic setting. 

| Biz fine at opering. Corb. 


Lucky, the canine, performs with | 


ma Werner warbles the vocal nicels 
Buddy Mack, on later in his own 
harmonica and tap routine, takes 
over as m.c. and handles his chore 
well, 

Barton & Brady, acrobatic comics. 
are the standouts of the bill in then 
|knockabout turn which = garners 
plenty of laughs. Staggering on as 
two drunks in formal dress, the two 
| zanies register solid!y with their per- 
fectly-timed antics. 
| On in the deuce, David & Dorothy 
Paige open with “Don’t Fence Me In.” 

carry on with “Gay Ranchero,” and 
| finish with “A Little on the Lone! 
| Side.” to a lusty hand, 

Following Tommy Alexander, 
young sepia-hoofer who tans through 


Buck and Bubbles haven't changed | 
Last time on 
were at the Capitol. | 





a fast routine, Buddy Mack is on in 
| the next-to-closing slot with his har- 
monica. Opening with “My Hero.” 
clicks with his veis'on of a lox 
; hunt, piping the sound effects with- 
out a miss. The Thornton Kids, juve 
hillbillies. close the bill with a brace 
of the usual mountain tunes to fair 

returns. 
- good when caught. 


1 
ne 


Ear! 


Rexwv. x. %. 

Victor Borge, Joan Edwards, Al 
Gordon & Dogs, Gae Foster Rox1- 
ettes; “A Tree Grows in Brool:!yit” 
(20th-Fox), reviewed in “Variety.” 
Jan, 24. 45 
Roxy stage in 
average one. with no overall S- 
tine ier Incdiv.dual turns ; 
but has a somewhat loose 
quality. necessitated of course, b 
the extreme length of the film, “Tree 
Grows Brooklyn” (132 mins) 
Joan Edwards delivers as usual, A! 
Gordon's dog act is the old reliable. 
but Victor Borge had still to accli- 
mate his intime style of comedy to 
the huge theatre when caught open- 
ing. night. but at subsequent shows 
he had found himself. 

Opener a difficult 
routine in which a little raggedness 
can be excused. Against an attrac- 
tive spring park scene for back- 
ground. and smartly costumed in 
bright colors, male and femme danc- 
some reat turns and forma- 
“Rum and Coca-Cola” 
finishing off with the 
familiar but still clever pinwheel 
stunt. Closing group number is also 
familiar but no less smart, without 
being socko, consisting of a fan 
| dance by the girls on two huge sets 
of steps 

Miss Edwards remains topflight in 
three song numbers. The turn is 
highlighted by some clever spot- 
| fighting, which points up attractive- 
ess of gal and gown. Costume is a 
honey, a white and blue evening 
with sequins, which deep blue 
and purple spotlights accentuate to 
| dazzling effect. Numbers are of 
200K variety “Saturday Night,” 
“These Foolish Things” and “Ac- 
|} centuale the Positive.” 

Borge’s routine is the “phonetic 
punctuation” stunt, reading a love 
accompaniment of burrs, 


SNOW Ss 


Current 


are g0o 
snow 


a2 


is 


ers co 


tion sto a 
rhyt 


efown 


story to 


|} buzzes and other biz: kidding at 
plano with a Strauss number, and 
closing with a serious bit, playing 


the Warsaw Concerto to 


accompaniment. The comedy routine 


may still be a little too smart and 
highbrow for the average 

Al Gordon’s dogs charm the audi- 
|ence with their tricks and boff finale 
| on a racing turntable. Bron. 


Mavan. Los Angeles 
(“FUN TIME”) 
Los Angeles, March 1. 
Paul Small vaude revue, starring 

Martha Raye with Dean Murphy, 
; Smith & Dale, Renee DeMarco, Sara 
Ann McCabe, Buster Shaver with 
Olire, George & Richards, Tip Tap 
Toe, 4 Macks. 

Another Pau! Small 
probably do all right. Not because 
it’s better than any of his previous 
five issues nor has it the multiple- 
name pull, but ae still plentiful, 
and live exhibits ha¥e their peculiar 
attraction for this cinema-glutted 
town. 

Light up Martha Raye on the mar- 
quee of any theatre and she'll draw 





| her share of the trade. 
| So, whatever comes in at the 
| wicket will be mainly the result of 


her name draught. The others are 
| unimportant in their own right, and 
| won't be too much help in cleaning 
lout the ticket racks. Second billing 
to Dean Murphy, a mimic 
note, but on the lightweight side a 
conferencier of the assorted elements 
of the resuscitated two-a-day. Smith 
& I'inle and Renee DeMarco get the 
\ <t largest type size. 

| Miss Raye is sock and solid when 
| she's on but she’s held under wraps 
jtoo long. In the first act she’s on 
fees for two brief spots and then 


foes 


doesn't tome back until! late in the 
evening. Her knockabout antics and 


facial contortions are vist >ility 
}rousers and constitute most of the 
fun time. The “Dr. Kronkheit’ turn 
havine served them well for half a 
century, Smith & Dale give it an- 


other outing.” For those who haven't 
lsampled it before it is laugh-loaded 
jand must rate as runneruy to Miss 
for the show’s honor Renee 
DeMarco is a stylish stepoer and gets 


tay ft 


lover the stage in graceful ares but 
it's just not the same without a male 
partnel 

The thin piping of Sara Ann Me- 


Cube hasn't the resonance for a big 
auditorium and only on her forced 


tr'lls must be back pewholders real- 
ize she is no. soliloquist. Buste: 
Shaver and his midgets have plaved 


places and so many times 
wreabouts that it’s just a sit-throug! 
Tip. Tap and Toe, sepian hoofers,per- 


form on a platform as co the Fou 


Oo many 


Macks, roller acros, but their turn 
are more flash than forte 

In this edition, Small has fudged 

name acts. There’s only Miss 


on 
| Raye to carry the bill anc the display 
make the fact evident. 
namine all the acts in the ads. Smal! 
jadded the line, “plus stars by 
| dozen.” 
audience on oren'ne night. Helm 


ac 
aas 


HOUSE REVIEWS 





roller skate | 


Capitol. N. Y. 

Xavier Cugat Orch, Lena Horne, 
Robert Waker, The Garcias (2), 
Paul Regan, Louis Del Campo, 
Lima Loma; “The Picture of Dorian 
Gray” (M-G), reviewed in current 
issue of “Variety.” 


} Stage layout here currently is 
what amounts to a Metro show 
since Xavier Cugat, Lena Horne ard 
Robert Wale all under con- 

tract to thai company. They. to- 

gether with Paul Regan and dance 
j}team of The Garcias, provide very 

} streng boxoffice support for screen’s 
“The Pieture of Dorian Gray” 

| (M-G). as indicated by the beyord- 
capacity business at the Cap for the 

lest show w 


are 


hich went on opening 
meht. Thursday fl) at prompil 
9 p.n Rostrum complement runs 57 
minute while film grinds 107, this 
enabling a break sufiiciently in ad- 
v2 > of the midnight curfew to 
easilv empiy this large house 

Cuvat's larve orchestra of 18 men, 
plus -ciult'es and mixed nging 
qui et vell fills the pit @élevator 
or vhich sta 1oned pli adding 
‘olor throuch costumin Lima Loma 
and Louts Del Campo, both of whom 
| figure in Cugat’s opening number, 
in addition to the quintet, are, ver- 
manent members of the band. While 
booked here as a separate act. the 
Garci:s, rhumba dancers. were a 


part of the Cugat organization when 


the band was at the Trocadero, 
Hollywood. Garcias do two rathe: 
brief numbers, a rhumba_ that’s 
part] adagio and aé_ second hot 
specialty m the Latin groove. They 
are very flashy dancers. Del Campo, 
| who scores stoutly, does ‘ DOD 
rhumba early and later on vocals 
an Alro-Cuban number. Miss Loma’s 


ably-sold “Rum and Coca-Cola” fits 





he} 


orchestral | 
is still amusing but the Dane’s style | 


vauder. | 


“Time” | 
marched into the Mavan, and ft will | 


of | 


After | 


the | 
He must have meant in the | 


in nicely with the character of the 
Cugat orch. 
Walker (New Acts)*and Miss 
Horne are placed at the rear. the 
former going on first. The Metro 
star who reached prominence play- 
ing the lead in “See Here, Private 
Hargrove” and was in “30 Seconds 
Over Tokyo” does not have much of 
an act It's talk mostly plugging 
| Metro. winding up with a rhumba, 
for laughs. with the girl member of 
| me Garcias act. Miss Horne pro- 
vides a sock finish, singing four 
numbers. On earlier is Paul Regan, 


who does impressions of show 

| people and others, one segued into 
| another. Some are good, some are 
not so hot. Char. 


RKO. BRoesion 

Boston, March 2 
{ Bobby Sherwood Orch (15), Fon- 
|taines (3). Barry’ Wood, Patsy 
Kelly; “Destiny” (RKO). 

Barry Wood-Patsy Kelly act ts 
plenty solid for the RKO customers 
and makes a smash ace to follow the 
lively stint of Bobby Sherwood and 
his band. Wood comes on first and 
does all right with “Saturday Night.” 
“Always,” “Don’t Fence Me In,” etc., 
but it is not until he teams up with 
Miss Kelly for the windup that act 
hits the ceiling. Then it’s every 
man for himself and a beg-off for the 
performers. 

Band turns in a steamy session of 
stomp with Sherwood himself lend- 
ing personality and drive as the 
m.c.. hot trumpet and hot guitar 
soloist. Outfit does “Lover Come 
Back,” “I Should Care,” “Poor Little 
Rich Girl,” “Elks Parade” and other 
tunes. various sidemen contributing 
| choruses. Marcia Rice draws a nice 
| hand with “Rum and Coca-Cola,” Don 
| Tito goes big with double-bass solo, 
jand a small group from the band 
with Sherwood on guitar finishes off 
| with a jam on “Begin the Beguine.” 

The exceptionally poised and con- 
trolled adagio-ballroom-trio of The 
Fontaines, whose feats of strength 
and balance are especially smoothly 
conceived, go very big. Elie. 


Oriental. hi 
Chicago, March 2. 
Orch (16), with 
Nobel, Johnny 





Ha! McIntyre 
| Ruth Gaylor, Al 
| Turnbull, George Miller: June 
| Preisser, Joe Termini, Dei Mar & 
| Renita; “Destiny” (U). 
| Only new stage bill in the Loop 
this week, Oriental’s is a begoff ses- 
sion all the way. Hal Mclintyre’s 
band hogs the major part of the 66 
minutes, but with good reason, his 
being one of the smoothest hot-to- 
sweet outfits to hit the Loop in a 
couple of seasons. Lotsa solos, in 
| addition to tight ensemble numbers, 
plus supporting acts with the neces- 
sary know-how, keep the payees 
happy . 

Band's versatility is evident in 
>such numbers “Hallelujah,” solo- 
ing maestro on sax and clarinet, and 
moving from jump rhythm to slow- 
an’ back to jump. to get 
audience in the proper mood 
kickolf; “Boo- Boo -Boogie 
original by pianist George 
which Miller and orch 
“Swanee River,” an- 
that stresses bass 
viol and muted brass: drummer Al 
Fulton’s swingy “Gettin’ On and Off,” 
and a “King Porter Stomp,” to close, 
that would do credit to the old Good- 
| mon-Krupa-Berigan, etc., combo. 

Al Nobel, featured male vocalist, 
sings “I Dream of You” and “Don't 
| Fence Me In,” but latches on to the 


imnad-easy 
the 
from 
Woogie.” 
| Milier, in 
really ride out: 
}other stow turn 


| mike too positively, to suggest a few 
(Continued on page 27) 
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8 
by Maurice Miaeterlinck 
...When they return home, the heroes will recall 
that wings are needed not for our bodies, but 
for our souls. They will understand the mean- 
ing of this war which they have won 
amid acclamations and gratitude. 
Every one of them has learned 
that his country is an inn on the 
border of the eternal roads of the ideal. 
The heroes’ eyes have been opened , 
| 
‘tl That Country Parson's Wit Mealy Hoyle 
I'm That Country Parson's Wile 
| MAN SPY 
we ay HITLER'S FAVORITE WO 
by Mrs. A. Ritchie Low GETTING CURIOSER ius ens 
.. What happens here in our little church, AND CURIOSER y rincess Amelie —- 
in Johnson, Vermont? A Catholic priest spoke $s" ‘I’ve found her,” Goebbels reported, 
in our Protestant church, told us how he had the Mata Hari of World War Il. 
She is cold, bat clever and devilishly 
preached the word of God on other continents. 
. . greedy for money. And she ean 
A Jewish rabbi brought the ark, scrolland Talmud make sem teve her.” 
Torah of his faith, spoke humbly, beautifully, “Her greed,”. replied Hitler; twill \ 
and convincingly. A Mormon youth from Utah be convenient re our purposes.’ 
spoke;a Japanese-American who pleaded for \ So Hitler summoned Mady. “I am 
a chance to prove his loyalty to his ) interested only in what you ean do 
birthland; a Chinese statesman, Pe for the Fatherland,” he told her. 
a Hawaiian... © “And! aminterested only in money.” 
They understood each other, ., 
WEVER 
EXPECTED WIS MY VALENTINE 
by Gladys Martin 
Some Valentines are fragile things | 
With frilly lace where Cupid sings . 
And doves fly out on satin wings. Do you really know True 
My Valentine is a silver star. Confessions? The sample 
A banner flung in lands afar 
Tos dk hed h ° 
eee eee eee here represents the character of True 





My Valentine is a lonely lad 


eee Confessions.. The motto on the cover calls _ 
it “Your Magazine for a Better Life.” It is, 


There’s bigness in every issue—and 























WONDER WHY 


PP none ll that shouldn’t be news to you. 





“L...Never Walk Again?” 


by Nana Gollner 


Prima Ballerina, Ballet Theatre 





‘For infantile can and will be conquered 
— especially now when we're all fighting 
it together. This is a day of miracles! 
Who should know it better than I? At 
four I had Infantile paralysis.”’... 


TRUE CONFESSIONS 


Bought at newsstands by 3,000,000 women a month 
for the living serrice tt rit Ch, 























Fawcett Publications, Inc., 1501 Broadway, New York 18, N. Y., World's Largest Publishers of Monthly Magezines 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


David O. Selznick has been called on the idea that his contractee, Jen- 
is a candidate for the best “supporting player” 
current Academy sweepstakes, whereas last year she copped the honors 
The producer says he’s thoroughly 
should she win—it would prove the thing he’s after, and that is that Miss 
Jones is a versatile actress, whether as a 


nifer.Jones, 


for “Bernadette.” 


not a mere flash in the pan. Her 
“Since You Went Away.” 


Incidentally Selznick’s price for 


as femme lead in “The Bells of St. Mary” 
an added $17,500 for every week the picture requires beyond that time. 


loanout of Ingrid Bergman to RKO 


honors in the 
satisfied because— 
star or a supporting player, and 


current candidacy is predicated on 


is $175,000 for 10 weeks, with 





Sam Morris Resigns WB 


East to HQ on Coast 


Sam E. Morris, veteran Warner 
executive, who has been ailing for a 
long while, has resigned his eastern 
theatre department post to make 
permanent residence in Los Angeles. 
He left for there Monday (5). 
Whether or not he may tie up with 
the Warner studio in some capacity 
was not indicated. 


Previously on the Coast for a 





As a bonus, RKO handed Selznick the screen rights to “Litthe Women,” lengthy spell while on the sick list, 

which he prepared for that studio 12 years ago. With a lot of femme | Morris returned to the h.o. several 

talent on his payroll, Selznick figures a remake will be a money maker. | years aso to become an assistant to } 
| Joseph E. Bernhard, theatre head, | 

Problem ol studio space ll England has raised a question mark about handling . atte . connection will 

Hal Wallis’ overseas trip to produce “Whenever I Remember” this spring. pools in which Warners = invol\ ed. 

Reports from over there indicate a slight chance that the British govern- Before leaving the east, Morris 

ment will release a studio for Wallis’ use. If no space is forthcoming | sold his dairy farm in Lakeville, | Hi 

t] spring, Wallis will postpone filming of the picture until next year, or Conn 

may shift the production to Hollywoo Meanwhile, the producer will 5 oo aie 

halt work on the Paramount lot here, following completion of “You Came ° 

Alor and will resume in September, with “The Searching Wind” and 

“The Crying Sisters” lined up. Film Strike if 


Workers on a major lot are expressing wonder at the opposition shown 


by t\ 
as a candidate 


two men 


vo executives toward a top producer 
for the Thalberg Award in 
plenty of backing, on his own and othe: 
whom he had helped raise to high position in the film industry. 


who is prominently mentioned 
the Oscar Derby. Producer has | 
lots, but is getting the knife from 


Jack Goldstein, eastern publicity chief for Vanguard Films (Selznick), | 
framed a stunt to have the first 15 key city engagements of “I'll Be 
Seeing You” audited by Price Waterhouse, but that firm had to turn it 
dow! As did Ernst & Ernst and other prominent accountancies—too mucb 
income tax business. Idea was to prove the film’s b.o. potency. 

Recent sale of 42,000 shares of 20th-Fox common stock for $1,170,750 
by Darryl Zanuck was disclosed as a move to increase the trust fund he | 
had established for his three children, Richard, Darrylyn and Susan. 
Zanuck still holds 129% shares in the company a contract that runs until 


September, 1953. 


Library of Congress is now a possessor of one of the 14 oyiginal copies 


of the Bill of Rights, 


gift of Barney Balaban, 


who purchased the historic 


document to have it placed in the Library Shrine beside the Constitution 


and Declaration of Independence. 


“Song of Bernadette” was given 
exhibited in Mexico in 1944. 


the award for 


the best foreign picture 





Rank’s Canadian Affiliate Building 


New Theatres, Also Buys Superior’s 8 


Montreal, March 6. 

General Theatres, Ltd., operating 
for Odeon Theatres of Canda (J. Ar- 
thur Rank affiliate) in the Province 
of Quebec, have completed plans for 
construction of a chain of de luxe 
houses, including a 2,500-seater in 
Montreal. This will provide extend- 
ed outlet for British-made films, 
largely from J. Arthur Rank of Eng- 
land. 

General Theatres, meantime, has 
purchased all theatres formerly op- 
erated by Superior Theatres, Ltd., 
and have formally taken over for 
Odeon, Houses. ATES EG. Jill ob A: 
fer are the Kent, Villeray, Beaubien, 
Verdun Palace, Midway, Electra, 
Perron in Montreal and the Rex 
in St. Jerome. 

Odeon, until now, has been repre- 


sented in the province with the Cap- | 
itol theatre, St. John’s, Que., and the | 


Alexandra, Rouyn, Que. 





Hicks Back in N. Y. 


John W. Hicks, Jr., Paramount In- 
ternational prexy, who went to the 
Coast about two weeks ago for a 
rest, returns over the weekend. 

Hicks was joined in Hollywood by 
Barney Balaban, Paramount Pic- 
ture’s prexy, last week on product 
huddiles. Former expects to be back 
at his desk next Monday. 


+ 


z 


BOR. ROBE, - 





PRC Jumps Gun on New 
Sked With Two Pix 
March 6. 
PRC makes a break-through in its 
1945-46 production schedule with 
two pictures rolling this month, in 
addition to starting three features 
and two westerns for the 1944-45 
program. 
Slated for 
“Two Tickets 
untitled special. 


Hollywood, 


the new program are 
to Heaven” and an 

Rolling for 1944- 
“Atson Squad,” “Mur- 
der in Spades.” “White Gorilla” and 
two westerns starring Tex Ritter 
and Dave — * 


‘Henry Fifth London Hit 


London, Feb. 22. 
Although Eagle-Lion’s “Henry V’ 
is clicking at the Carlton, it will not 


stay longer than the scheduled 20 
weeks. The reason is that Para- 
mount has several pictures which 


must get showing in West End prior 
to general release, with “Here Come 
the Waves,” skedded for Carlton 
March 23. 

“Henry V” goes into Marble Arch 
Pavilion for its second West-End 





run March 25. 
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you Can repose your 
fullest confidence. 





It does not matter to us whether the client we are 
serving is a housewife, or the sharpest of diamond 
connoisseurs. We try to receive everyone courteously, 
to appraise as accurately as we know how, to make 
offers as generous as the market can possibly allow 
The result—to us—is a reputation of which we are 
proud. To you, we hope, it suggests a firm in which 
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| ence 


ORs sum eaten, Seed? 


Designers Nixed 


Hollywood, March 6. 
Threats of a strike vere heard in 
the offing as the National L: Re- 
lations Board ordered a_ hearing, 
for Wednesday (7), on a 
tition by film producers for certifi- 
cation of a bar g agency in the 
Screen Decorators dispute. Herbert 
Sorrell, president of the Conference 
of Studio Unions, indicated that he 
would along with NLRB if the 
election is not delayed too long, but 
insisted that the War Labor Board 
uphold Thomas Tongue, arbitrator, 
in giving interim jurisdiction to 
Screen Set Designers, Illustrators & 
Decorators Local 1421. 
Sorrell declared that the 
affiliates are ready to cooper- 
ate with Federal agencies in every 
way, but added that if the arbiter’s 
award is confirmed by the board 
and the producers still refuse to 
negotiate, there will be no alterna- 
tive but to strike in order to en- 
the Government decree. 
Order Looked For 
Ed Mussa, Local 1421 business 
| representative, expressed confidence 
| that Washitigton would shortly is- 
| sue an order supporting the arbiter’s 
award. In that case, he declared, 
the producers would have to nego- 
| tiate 


wor 


slated pe- 


Palnil 


20 


Confer- 





force 


or be accused of conspiring 
| with the IATSE to defeat the Gov- 
;}ernment ruling. Producer spokes- 


men.said they thought WLB would 
not act. until NLRB had been given 
time to straighten out the jurisdic- 
tional dispute, 

Meanwhile, the IATSE is trying 
hard to persuade members of the 
Decorators to shift to their fold, but 
both major and indie studio workers 
have voted in favor of a strike in 
Case the producers refuse recogni- 


OT We ae 
ls 





«© be hd , 
Ryan’s ‘Perilous Holiday 
Hollywood, March 6. 

First production by Phil L. Ryan’s 
new indie company will be “Perilous 
Holiday,” based on a Collier’s mag 
serial written by Major Robert Car- 
son. 

Ryan was recently associated with 
Pat O’Brien in the production of 
“The Secret Command” for distribu- 
tion by Columbia. He is negotiat- 
ing for a major release on “Peril- 
ous,” which starts in May, with one- 


third of the footage to be shot in 
Mexico City. 


House Reviews 


Continued from page 25 


Oriental, Chi 


sessions with a gesture coach 





On 
the other hand, Ruth Gaylor, attrac- 
tive thrush, proves she knows her 


around with nice arrangements 
of “Sunday,” “Saturday Night,” “He’s 
Home” and “Embraceable You.” 
Johnny Turnbull, saxophonist, does 
justice to vocals of “Accentuate” and 
a cleaned-up version of “Who's Going 
Steady with Who?” 

June Preisser, in middle spot, goes 
over best when she’s terping and 
handspringing to “Canteen Boogie.” 
She has to apologize for some stock 
chatter about Hollywood, but does it 
cutely. Small-voiced but pepped up 
“Pattycake Man” and aforementioned 
acro work get her off to loud palm- 


way 


pounding. 

Joe Termini’s standard clown- 
antics with fiddiec, banjo and electric 
guitar on “Some of These Days,” 


“Dark Eyes,” “St. Louis Blues” and 
“Don’t Fence Me In,” with wordless 
mouthings on latter while he makes 
the guitar talk, are very well 


ballroom 





ting. Mike. 





Larry Cowen Heads Fabian Chain's 
Publicity in Albany; Distrib Briefs 


Alban 


Lieut. Com. Larry Cowen, 


placed on inactive stat 


years as a Navy intelligence officer, 


has been appointed pt 


director for Fabian theatres in the 
Division 


Albany area. 


y. March 6 
recently 
us, after four 


iblic relations 





manacer 


Saul J. Ullman announced the ap- | 


pointment. Cowen, n 


» f 
ow manating | 


director of Proctor’s Troy. 1] 
supervise publicity for 12 houses tn 
Albany, Cohoes, Schenecta Ca 
kill and Troy. He handled pub 
for the Grand, Harmanus B 

Hall and Leland, Albany, durin 
service as manager of the Grand, be- 
| fore 1940. Cowen at one time was 
p.a x RKO Theatre e 
New York and was irector for 
the Century circuit He also 
connected with Loew’s, Paramount 
end Fabian (the last-name in 
Brooklyn). 

He is the first publicity director 
for the Febian circuit in this section. 


| 





Chas. Skouras, Aides Scout Mex 
Los Angeles, March 6 

wag ahere P. Skouras and several of 
hi lieutenants are Mexico 1Ly 
on a trio to determine National 
rhe atre should expand operatior 
| south of the Rio Grande or pass up 
the Latin-America! dea ent l 
Business in Mexico entails numerous 
stumbling blocks. including sirin- 
gent laws on foreign ownership and 
| labor regulations Decision will be 
| made when Skouras a his party 
) return next week 

Party includes Rick Ricketson, 


| 





president of ‘Fox Inte 
V. Sturdivant, norther 


rmountain: B. 
division su- 


perintendent of Fox-West Coast: R 


H. McCullough, 


buildi: 


1g 


Supervisor, 


land Mike and George Naify. indie 
theatre operators in Californi 
Joseph and Edith Moritz bought | 
| the Victor, 800-seater on Main St., 
from Isaac Victor. 
Morris E. Rosenberg. manager for | 


years for the Golden State Theatre | 
circuit in northern California, ap- | 
pointed booker East Bay division, to 


a 4. mawee 


succeed 


| 
Jack Williams Returns to ray" I 
Pittsburg 


yned 


resig 


sh, March 


| Sattler, 


stretch in the Marines, was a leather- 


neck lieutenant in World War 1, 
Before going back into service, he 
managed the Girard, a nabe house 
in West View. 


Because of illness, which hospital- 


ized him for several months, Eddie 
Sellette, manager Strand, has take 
a leave of absence and been replace 
by Charlie Comair issistant t@ 
Charlie Eagle at Stanley. 

Ed Deleroski, ‘cently disc! irged 
from Nav and Kathry Nist, are 
latest additions to Warne local ad 

iff, 

Major Jerry Roil former mane 
ger of nabe Penn and a son of 
Israel Rot! vet exhib here, re- 
ported in Brussels recupera om 
wounds 

George Rathnell, st nan- 
ager at Enricht 1am nanage?r 
WB's Centre theatre 

Kernan FareweHed 

William FE. Kernan, RKO statis- 
tical department. who has joine 
Donahue & Coe een succeed 

| by James A. Procaccil 

Kernan was tencered luncheon at 
Bristol hotel, N. Y ) RKO execs 
last Mond (5), ( he was pre- 
sented wit ’ ( ) Harry 
Mandel cn b of t oup 

Ed Bell Par’s N.J. Supervisor 

Under the ne setuyn at Para- 
mount’s N.Y exchange, placing 
Henry Randel brane manager, 
with the company 21 vears, in come- 
plete charge of oOverstions, a new 
post of sales supervisor over the 
New Jersey territory has been 


created. 


Edward Bell. veteran salesman ia 

| Par’s N.Y. branch, in the business 

24 years dating back to the old Gene 

eral Film days, was named to Bs 

| job. He has been selling the NJ. 
| territory 

Directly under Randel! is Myrom 


who is sales 
Al Taylor to L. 
Alfred R Tay 
branch manager in Indianapolis for 
the last two years, promoted to the 
same post in Los Angeles. He suce 
ceeds Chester J. Bell. who's on vacae- 


manager, 


4. for Par 
lor, Paramount 
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ON SCREEN 
Thurs... Mar 


‘Meet Me in 
St. Louis’ 
Judy j 
GARLAND j 


Margaret | 
O'BRIEN ' 


iN PERSON 


VINCENT 
LOPEZ 


and 





_enmnel 








RADIO 
cry 


Spectacular Stage 








re- | 
ceived. Del Mar & Renita, in comic | 
stint, also reap heavy mit- | 





MUSIC HALL ]} 
“A SONG TO | 


REMEMBER” | Roxy 


Productions 











a 
CAPITOL °° 
4 -6-M 5s picturmater of 
Oscor Wilde's 


The PICTURE of 
DORIAN GRAY 
with cto. SANDERS 


a 


1 PERSON 
XAVIER LENA 
CUGAT HORNE 


anowrs «OM 
ORCH Se \ 
~ Extre! - } 


ROBERT WALKER | 


? «ote Morgrore | 
——— ee At 


mee 


la — 
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RKO Ra 


fteleased by 





WALT DISNEY'S 
‘The THREE CABALLEROS’ 
in TECHMICOLOR 


NOW—Brandt's Giobe 











Jack Williams, veteran ten |tion pending a new assignment, 
manager with Warners here dozen | Taylor will be succeeded by G. 
years ago, rejoined WB siaff. Wil- Richard Frank, a special traveling 
liams, who recently served a second ' rep out of that office. 

Warners Kip the Re f Of 
“HOTEL BERLIN" 
Shameless! Shecking! \mazing! 


From Vicki Baum’s Best-Seller with 
a Great Cast 


In VPersor 


CARMEN CAVALLARO 


aw His Orchestra 


“ i PPersear 
PETER LORRE 
Assisted by Marveltla Hendricks 


Broadway and 47th St., STRAND 





ROSALIND RUSSELL 


— 





And 
JACK CARSON 
In Warner Bros. Hit 


“ROUGHLY SPEAKING” 


Robert Hutton - Jean Sulliven 
Aion Hale - Donald Woods 
Andrea King 


HOLLYWOOD away at sist 87. 














BETTY SMITH’S 


A TREE GROWS 
| IN BROOKDYN ..22-£ 


ncrume 
LW STAGE’ 










A GAY SPRINGTIME REVUE 


7th Ave & 50m Sr. 















Paramount Pres 'nt Person 


Veronica LAKE The tok Spots 

Sonny TUFTS Elta Fitzgerald 
Eddie BRACKEN Ruck & Bubbles 
Marjorie REYNOL Cootie Williams and 

“BRING on te His Orchestra 


GIRLS” 


PARAMOUNT 


‘PALAC 


Starts Tomorrow 
Dick Powe'l 
Ciaire Trevor Anne Shirley 
“MURDER MY SWEET" 


An KK® Kadio Pictare 





"B WAY & 
47th St 
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The 
— heginning.... 


and what a beginning! From one city to another 
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... from one town to the next...“I'll Be Seeing 
You” is establishing itself as a top-grosser 
and record-breaker in every type of situation! 
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SELZNICK INTERNATIONAL presents 


GINGER ROGERS ge, 
JOSEPH COTTEN Ga * JN 
SHIRLEY TEMPLE 
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RELEASED THRU UNITED ANTisTS 






Bisneted by WILLIAM BIETERLE + Produced by BORE SCHART 
Sereve ploy by Rarien Posseneet © Frew s story by Cherise Martin 
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RECORD. BREAKING BUSINESS 
Fete AT 1 THESE ECAGIMENTS 




















Springfield, Mass. . 
Seattle, Washington... 
Worcester, Mass... . 
Miami, Florida... 
Detroit, Michigan... 
St. Paul, Minn... . 
. Loew's 


Akron, Ohio , . 


. » Poli Palace 

‘Liberty Theatre 

Poli Palace 

Capitol, Miami and Lincoln T» 
Michigan Theatre 
Paramount Theatre 


tres | 











The Beginning! 
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Joan Davis’ No. 3 Spot Cues Trade 
0.0. at Web Maneuvers on Drug Deal 


Spiraling of the Joan Davis show * 





| 
| 
| 
} 





| Amos- Andy, Bob Burns 
Taking Summer Hiatus 


Among definite summer vacations 
scheduled for June are leaves for 
Amos ‘n’ Andy and Bob Burns. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan, agency which 
handles both shows, not certain yet 
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into third position on the new | How Hooper Rates "Em | about replacement shows. Petrillo’s Fault, Toot 
Hooperatings (26.5), making her ad (ten th Yor Merch. 1) | The boys in the trade are we 
the moment the biggest b.o. draw | ’ chuckling ove! that Bing Cros , 

; , | Bob Hope ie beni . 85.1 | “Blue of the Night” theme intro 
in satin ah Che canepeen of Kee siusker Moos & Molly, 32.9 McCormick, NBC, last week (1) on the Kraft Music 
Hope and Fibber McGee & Molly, ask Rekha & Sark sehen 285 Hall show Back in the old 
has cued renewed interest through a ail acl : ns a vaude days when te arches 

} J : yi r wen oO al, ; 
out the trade in the United D Charlie McCart 95.6 GOP Radio Head ea off key only had to bend 
Miss Davis $4,000,000 four-year pac Screen Guild Plavers 94.5 | over the footlights and ad lib his 
The whole thing appears to be . " » Crosb 23 way out of it with the pit man. 
itate of flux over inability of NBC ¢ 7 Si Winchel 93] Crosby, however, apparently 
(‘BS to open up cream time to ; = ice urn ll thrown off by John Scott rrot- 
mew sponso rut t ide is p M District Attorney...... a ter, turned it into the boff lyric 

. ) 1 Ja NIT 5. vice vee bemnee a0 ; . i , improvisation 
cio fs ) | ( Z Oo pon 3 ead Weieats Bh Costello. <x. <ess. 216 Johr go orn 7 rae a “When the Blue of the night 
da terms of audience pull doesn t/ ‘ake It or Leave It........ 19.7 raegmatane inissgee seeing HIRO — edit ingay m S a m 
know exactly where she stand raw ener (hrst % hr).... 263 will be named head of radio for the | W = am I gonna ge V 
As pointed out in last week's es _—— Hit Parade ‘ en | Repu blican National Committee next | eS... ees ee ode 
riet) _ United has renewed Its op- ee a ee 18.2 week. Announcement will be made | 
tion of the comedienne for anothe: by Herbert Brownell, chairman of 
30 days, but it appears equally ap- LT =the Republican Natl. Committee, on P&G Control (f 
parent that the whole deal, involv- his arrival in Chicago early in the! 
nay Ulew. wiksed & solely tine 1 Y t week from Nebraska. Brownell left 
may blow unless a suitable time ts ~ Include N. = Ou N. Y. for the midwest last night (6). | ‘é 9 
found for the show. That's why the McCormick, who already has noti- | Mother Hours On 
tra watching to see what | fied NBC he is resigning to accept 
: ng in store at NBC. whi | 0 M | |. ( | the GOP post, will succeed Henry R 
has the inside track, or CBS in ar nl ul lla 0 S Turnbull, of the Duane, Jones} e 
effort to capture the account al lagency, as party radio topper. It's CBS Da time 8 @ 
star who's riding the crest |'understood Duane, Jones will con- y 
There’s wonder, too, as to how Deal for Downe tinue to handle the ad business, radio ; 
Sealtest. current sponsor of Miss y| — other media, for the Repub- With General Foods dropping 
Davis. feels about parting compans licans, with Turnbull as account exec, “Joyce Jordon,” Procter & Gamble 
with her at the end of the season Unexpected development aftel Appointment of McCormick is in] has grabbed another 15-minute day- 
in view of that No. 3 rating payofi Coca-Cola and D’Arecy agency de-/ line with Brownell's recently-an- time segment on CBS, with result 
Meanwhile. an odd angle arose| cided to shift Morton Downey's day- | nounced personnel expansion plan that P & @ will have captured almost 
during the past week following the} /Me song Sessions from the Blue to | in preparation for the Congressional | complete control of the so-called 
announcement that Ayer agency, on) Mutual came when the N. Y. bottler | elections this year, and eventually “Mother Hours” between 1 and 3 
behalf of United Drug, has rerewcd | fOr coke balked at buying time on/ looking forward to the 1948 Presi-| pm. With the exception of the 2-2:15 
its option WOR with result that the program | dential election. segment and 2:45 to 3, P & G, effec- 
a : s not being aired in New York City. | — tive April 2, will hold almost unin- 
Seems that William Morris _— \ Gimmick on the series is oer the terrupted sway over the two-hour 
radio toppe! Bill Murray has — Atlanta soft drink outfit lays i on cross-the-board CBS afternoon sked. 
offering the supposed $25,000 pet | the line for talent on the show Hm " 0 to 0 0 Scramming of “Jordon” will cue 
week package rye “0 Grass SP -' bottlers in various territories kick- the following lineup: General Foods 
sos and agencies, despite fact that) i.¢ in for time and line charges. | | retains the 2 p.m. slot in which “Jor- 
United Drug still has exclusive Strange quirk in the WOR-less Dow- | don” is heard, moving its “Two On 
option on show. Couple of sponsors ney series is that the same bottler Owll on = ay a Clue” program up from the 2:15- 
to whom program has been ~~ who refused to sign up for that sta- | | 2:30 period, with P & G taking over 
oe ed have choice nighttime net-! tion is paying the freight for several | . | the latter slot. Just what goes into 
work spots, with good rating shows other outlets in upstate New York, NBC, CBS and DuMont television | the spot hasn't definitely been de- 
in them, bui have been in the mar- where he holds the coke franchise. | outlets plan to go into action on | lentes’ uitheesh theses dene 
Se Ter Gener Perera o eget Downey, naturally, is none too | V-E day along with the RAEWOFS, | possibility, according to Benton & 
ported. too, that despite that pron pleased over the state of affairs. and | possibly for the full nine hours a cies dalies ot 2 mG ansaid’ 
nego alah en ro 511000 | while efforts are being made to in- | ‘9 which the webs will air s' ;, | “Rosemary” over from NBC. Latter 
aes —_ ane — ae gr poe duce the bottler to get on the band- | dealing with the Allied victory in| io maw heard in the 121: 28:11:20 
clared, Offer them $16,000, and _ wagon the situation is such that | Furope. Video will bring to owners a 
et ry SS opt gg. nothing even resembling pressure | °f sets in the metropolitan N Y. — 
knock a aes the rush can be introed into the picture, inas- | 2%ea visual versions of many of the 
accept special shows that will be aired oral- 


; much as participation in Coca-Cola's | 
pow campaign by the bottlers is 
} 


Ballantine Stooge 
Now Lead Comic 


purely on a voluntary basis. There | 
are indications, though, that the} 
Downey show eventually will wind 
} up on WOR. 
Mulled Separate Show 
For one thing, plans in the works | 


| partment 


| its radio reporting and programming | 


networks. 

has agreed to lend 
to the Blue television de- 
on V-E day for the pur- 
pose of having that web’s video unit 
produce shows in conjunction with 


ly on the 
DuMont 
facilities 


its 


;}on the eventful day. 


for a separate coke show to be aired | | As soon as Allied victory is of- 
Sisliien of &. cow develenion 0+... one of the N. Y. indies appar-| fcjally announced, no matter what 
wry ‘to the lead comic is the|°utly have been dropped. Bottler | hour, up to 12 midnight, the video 
y min ponge so ve , “ oP ae Re | here was shopping around for an ; networks and Blue-DuMont will 
case = Comeron mya mi 1a | hour on WHN a while ago and latter take weer with charts maps eam 
over e § * spot on the Ballantine icker 3 y "nore ae | " ; 
vel t ; a | r € Fea thie dickered with WNEW. Program Was | mentators, programs, etc. all deal- 
Monday _night show on => This to have been built especially for the | ing with the big event. 
week (5). Andrews did the Mr. N. Y. bottler with activities starting | we will unaskc. the largest tele- 
Savage routine during the long-time goon after the Andre Kostelanetz | eo hs -ati in thiste: d 
Johnny Moran regime on the show. sunday after CBS series bowed vision operation in history, accor 
; Sunday afternoon S series bowed | ing to present plans. All three ma- 
When Morgan stepved out several gut several weeks ago : argh. ago A 
1. , : . a ‘ re oa: = P jor outlets in N. Y. will be on at 
weeks ago after a dispute with J. Chis week the bottler reported he | °. ti ; ti ee 
Walter Thompson execs over script: now had no immediate plans for o} oie same os Soe aes se 
material (Barney Grant held down attention of severa nousana se 


show of his own, leading some to be- 


the assignment for a two-week fill Jieve the Downey deal for WOR may 
in), it’s recalled that the sponsor had je nearing a clincher. Downey. of 
expressed a preference fo: retin) course, had the benefit of WJZ's au- 
ing Andrews and the shows 0! dience when he was on the Blue. 

Stooges if it came to a showdown Incidentally, his current platter 
on keeping Morgan. policy on the Mutual coke show is 





Carlin Gets Oboler’s 26 
For Mutual; Apr. 5 Bow 
With Ist 4 From N 


| giving him plenty of leeway for p.a.’s | 
around the country. He'll be in 
| Philly Tues. (13) to receive the 
“Senate Award” voted by 5,000 high 
school students. Previous recipients | 
include Herbert and J. Edgar Hoo- | 
y ir, Prof. Emstein, Babe Ruth, Gov. | 
e4+ Thomas E. Dewey. Paul Robeson, etc. 


Tenor's 


} 


Arch boier’s 26-week serics for also set for an appearance | 
Mutual gets relling April 5 in the before Detroit's Ad-Craft club (23), 
Thursday 1 night 10-10:30 niche. and is guesting .on several Blue 

Orivine] dieker for the series, | “Spotlight Band” programs for Coca- | 
tebbed “Arch Oboler’s Plays.” was Cola this month from eastern serv- 
between Oboler and the Blue net- !Ce Camps. 
wou Bet Phil Carl Mutual’ —______—_- 

a eee A | Beer Likes ‘Blackie,’ 
the provtrem on his recent i 

the C switchover be ‘Chan’ Taking It on Lam 
tial'y inilverced by longtime triend- Boston Blackic.” deiective thriller 
ship b ‘en Carlin and the writer- | co.je produced by the Frederic Ziv 
preducer - direeto: Oboier takes oj returns to the air Apri! 11. 
over in ail three capacitie I inza bows in on WOR, N. Y., in 
four shows will emanate from N.Y., 8:30 to 9 p.m. slot under spon- 
subsequent two from Chicoce. and sorship of R. & H. Beer. Advertiser 
remainder frem the Coast s dropping “Charlie Chan” bankroll- 

Deal doesn't inierfere with Obol- ‘ne on WJZ. N. Y.. April 5 
ers Meiro chores, latter still repre- “Blackie” was on the air for Lever | 
senting his big source of income. Bros. over CBS last Summer with 
He’s down for the Mutual series at screen star Chester Morris in the 
a reported $50) a week. While lead role. Cast for new series not 
series bows in as sustainer, its up set yet. but Jean Harrison will prob- 


for potential sponsorship. jably direct. 


| CBS 
| afternoon 


icenmida on 


| owners on one of the most important 


days in history. 


Pointed out by those in the trade 


| that this event could provide an ex- 


cellent opportunity for a survey 
among television set owners, to see 
which N. Y. outlet has the greatest | 


| video audience. Whether this will | 
be done, however, is doubtful, at the 
present time. 


REPRIEVE FOR ‘MASCOT’ 


Danny O'Neil's ‘Wane Friend May 
Remain After All 

With the Danny O'Neil show, cur- 
rently heard in the 11:15-11:30 p.m. 
slot, moving into the net’s 
sked later this month, 

Brooks returns to the 
late evening spot, it now looks as 
though moppet Lorna Lynn will re- 
main as O'Neil’s “mascot.” ° 

There been some criticism in 
recent weeks over the use of the 
such a late nighttime pro- 
particularly on a five-a-week 
with subsequent talk of drop- 
whole idea of giving the 
how a continuity via the moppet- 
O'Neil chatter. However, the new 
time appears to have solved the 
situation. 

Elwood Hoffman, who's been 
scripting the show, bowed out last 
week and has been replaced by 
Madeleine Clark. 


when Joan 


has 


gram. 
show, 


ping the 


‘Women’ Forced to Call In 
Guys for Closing Hypoes; 


Reynolds, Morley Invade 
“Listen, the Women.” Blue web 
Tuesday night sustainer, which bows 


out March 27 after a 52-week run, 
is applying the hypo needle over its 
last four weeks with a couple of 
agencies reported on the _ sidelines 
anxious to see whether accent on 
entertainment might rescue’ the 
stanza from its doldrums. 

Program pilots are said to wel- 
come the idea, taking the stance that 
network policy heretofore has kept 
“Women” on too high an intellectual 
level to make for healthy Hoopers. 
Sad to relate, the “Women” are be- 
ing forced to send out a hurry call 
to males for the hypo doses-—an ‘out- 
and-out confession that the all-distafft 
| format just didn’t click. ? 

Closing cycle started last night (6) 
with Betty “Brooklyn” Smith and 
Muriel Draper on hand for chit-chat. 
| Next week (13) Quentin Reynolds 
will break down the femme bar- 
rier ieamed with Broadway column- 
ist Dorothy Kilgallen. Christopher 
Morley and Dorothy Parker are 
down for final pair of broadcasts (20 
and 27). 

“Women” represents $52,000 of the 
Blue’s coin over the year’s run for 
talent alone, last 4G of which is 
being spent to showcase the package 


for possible sale on another net- 
work. 

Dorothy Thompson exited from 
the show this week. She's headed 


for Europe and starts a Mutual news 
show March 25, using shortwave re- 
lays until vielen to the U. S. 


| ‘American Forum of Air’ 


| Package 











_ Peddled as a 5G 


Washington, March 6. 
Theodore Granik’s “American 
Forum of the Air” program, heard 


over Mutual Tuesdays 9:30 to 10:15 
p.m., is being offered around New 
York to agencies for sponsorship 

Robert Smith is taking leave from 
Treasury Dept. to make the New 
York rounds with it. Program being 
offered at $5,000. 








announcer 


Cops Quiet Jersey Cleric’s Flock, 
He Gets the Air—But Not for Long 


7% 
v 


Camden, N. J., March 6 
For the second successive week 
WCAM, Camden's municipally 
owned station, was forced to bar 
Rev. Charles V. Gilmore, South Jer. 
sey evangelist, from the air—but this 
time the police reserves had to be 
called out. 
Rev. Gilmore, banned Sunday, Feb, 
25, because he refused to provide 


complete script for his heurcdaein 
broadcast, brought 150 followers to 
the studio last Sunday (4). For the 
first six minutes of his show he fol- 


lowed his script and then introduced 


Rev. George W. Rideout—an added 
starter. William H. Markward, sta. 
tion megr., immediately cut t pro- 
gram off the air and substituted re. 
corded religious music 

The followers of the cleric then 
started to sing songs, shout. ete. 
Markward tried unsuccessfully to 
quiet them down and was met with 
shouts of “atheist.” “God-hater” and 


the like. 

So great was the hub-bub that the 
was unable to make his 
station break, a requirement of the 
FCC, so that Markward had to send 
another spieler to the WCAM trans- 
mitter at Convention Hall. Camden, 
in order to take the station off the 


| air at 5 p.m 





| 


| tions 
| audience-participation show. 





Meanwhile the coppers were 
moned and the studios c! 
difficulty. 

Markward announced yesterday he 
was turning the case over to the 
Camden City Solicitor’s office with 
a view toward banning Rev 
from the air permanently. 


Flock of Shifts On 
Blue's Aft. Sked 


In an effort to build up its ratings 
for afternoon shows, the Blue, effec- 
tive March 2, wiil shift around its 
p.m. programs in what web toppers 
believe will be a stabilization of 
this time segment to the best ad- 
vantage of the stanzas and the net- 
work. 

Most important shift involves the 
moving of “Ladies Be Seated” from 
the 2:30-3 p.m. time slot to fill the 
3-3:30 p.m. niche beginning March 
12. Since “network” time does not 
open up in the afternoons until 2:30, 
Blue execs feel that not enough sta- 
have been picking up this 
How- 
ever, by moving it to a later niche 
itll gain stations and may have 
more potential bankroller lure. 

To replace “Ladies,” “Sunny Side 
of the Street,” musical stanza with 
Ilene Woods and Tommy Tyler, goes 
from 10:30-10:45 am. to 2:30-2:45 
p.m., while “Blue Correspondents 
Here and Abroad” moves from 3- 
3:15 p.m. to 2:45-3 p.m. across-the- 


sume 


eared with 


Gilmore 


board. “Yours Alone.” musical 
from Chicago, transfers from 3:15- 
3:30 to 10:30-10:45 a.m 

Alma _ Kitchell’s “Women’s Ex- 
change” program, now heard 1:15 
to 1:45, moves to the 1-1:30 p.m. 
time slot. Galen Drake, heard in 


two 15-minute segments (1:45-2 and 
2:15-2:30) takes over a consecutive 
half-hour 1:30 to 2 p.m. To round 
out the shifts “Ethel and Albert.” 
local co-op show, goes full network 
from 2:15 to 2:30 p.m., from its for- 
mer 1:30 p.m. niche network and 
6:15 p.m. niche on WJZ, N. Y. Lat- 
ter slot will be filled by a local co- 
op show not set yet. 


Mutual’s Daytime Hypo, Too 

Mutual will start feeding network 
programs to its affiliates at 9 a.m. 
beginning in two weeks, moving 
opening of the network from 10 a.m. 
daily. Eventually, according to the 
plans of network program v.p. Phil 
Carlin, web will open up at 8 a.™., 
as do the other three major nets. 

Carlin is presently negotiating 
with a name news commentator (to 
start off the 9 to 10 a.m. bracket 
with a 15-minute across-the-board 
stint. He’ll follow this with audience- 
participation or hillbilly show from 
one of Mutual’s out-of-N. Y. stations. 

In line with desire to strengthen 
the daytime program structure of 
Mutual, Carlin is grooming Doug 
Williamson, m.c. on the web’s night- 
time quizzer, “What's the Name of 
That Song?”, for a daytime audience- 
participation chore Mondays through 
Fridays. Carlin believes that format 
now being ironed out for this half- 


hour daily stanza has strong listener 


appeal, and will garner dialers from 


the other networks. 








————— 
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RATINGS RADIO'S WORST 





oods Seen Breaking Out of Woods CFEN AS CURB 
To Bolster Blue's Network Structure 


Em nee of Mark Woods, prexy 
of the Blue network, into a more 
1 t part In the nanacement ol 
at i 
web affairs 1S anticipated with a re- | 


sultant division of authority where- | 


b\ e'll hare directional duties 
with vice rman Chest J. La- 
Roche 

seq iihe } j 1 ave aiter 


y } ryy 7 nl 
eoncentrate on sales ana proauction 


ters. agencv and client relations 


matt 
and direction of top personnel while | 
Woods ili devote himself to the | 
physical operations of the chain and | 
matters pertaining to egional ad- 
ministration—Chi, West Coast, etc 
as ell affiliates elsewhere 

Segue already is underway, 
matter of tact th Woods fu 
ing as head man during La R 
three-weeK Vacas! in Florid 
his return hes expected to a, ip 
the reins in departments ment wag 
above w'! ile Wood will continue fo 
devote himself to the network as a 


Anticipated di iO! of aul rity 


Unrest in Chi 


Chicago, March 6. 

Blue network central division 
morale is fast reaching an all- 
time low in marked contrast to 
a short year ago, when the Blue 
was almost a “holy crusade” to 
the net’s execs and employees. 
Chief bogey seems fo be fear 
that headquarters brasshats are 
ulling all lines of authority inte 
J. ¥. in marked contrast to the 
resent policy of de-centraliza 
ion which puts Ed Borroff at 
the top of the heap as v-p. in 
charge of the midwest opera- 
tions. 

It’s common knowledge that 
both Borroff and Mac Schoen- 
feld, asst. g.m., learn much of 
the news about their own net 
work from N. Y. press releases 
rather than from tbe _ bosses. 
Case in point was tree half- 
hour closed circuits last week 
that came through without 
ither of the Chi execs knowing 
Jost when they were scheduled. 


—_—————____ ee 


LaRoche’s admitted Jack of knowl- | 


edge regarding the actual running 
of a network. While his tc 
qualifies him as a most valued as- 
set, it's acknowledged, in end 
with cliegts, agencies, ialent, ete., 


he’s been working in virgin territory 
as far as straightening out the| 
grievancey and tangles that can't | 


help but occur during the natural | 
eourse of web affairs. 
Woods Knows ‘em All 


Woods, on the other hand, was in| 
aitendance when the network was | 
born, is known and liked by Blue} 


sub-toppers in all parts of the coun- 


ty and has a working knowledge | 


of just how a network should op- 
ye Following the departure of 
Kobak from the Blue, and the 
ascendancy of LaRoehe, consider- 
able wonderment was expressed 
ew the trade as to just what 
Joods was going to do at the Blue 
when it became known he was re- 
maining with the title of prexy even 
(Continued on page 39) 


Gag Writer ihistane Cues 
Louis Quinn L.A. to N.Y. 


For JWT 7-Up Show 


Shortage of comedy scripters in 
the east has resulted in the J. Walter 
rhompson agency putting in an SOS 
for Louis Quinn on the Coast. Lat- 
ter comes east to gag up the new 
new being sponsored by Seven Up, 
ne., which bows in on Mutual in 
about three weeks. Show will star 


Barney Grant, who stepped into the 


Ballantine Show when Johnny Mor- 
#@n scrammed over script differ- 
ences. Both shows are handled by 
the Thompson agency. 


Harry Herrman is taking over as 
head writer on the new 7-Up show | 


which will be produced in N.Y. 





Here We Go Again 





“= (BS | Accenting 
- Documentaries 


On Summer Sked 


rehabilitation 


the best nighttime 
segments that open up. 


series will also hypo the net’s sus- 


the Saturday 
Land Is Bright’ 
| moved into one of the open oream 
various production 
| kinks can be straightened out. 


Another All-Negro 


| Bracken Story,” obtained his release 
' and withdrew from scribbling chores 


Serial in Web Bid 


A second all-Negro 
“The Banekers,” 


serial entitled 
by Shirley Graham, | 
has been going the rounds in New 


:’ by Langston Hughes, has been 
couple of years. 
third program treat- 
being written by 


circulating for a 
Meanwhile, a 
ing with Negroes, 
Mollie Berg, 
scheduled for 
Mutual when Mrs, 
returns from an overseas trip. 

The all-Negro 
number of advocates who urge this | 





more to have Negroes of status. and 


ANDREWS GALS’ SHOW 
—— NEW capped 


tailoring of s« 





DN INITIATIVE 


By GEORGE ROSEN 
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inat now that actual home meters 


are being al alyzed a sensational ex- 


ception to the cliched-thinking of 
the adlo pNusiness ls developing, 

nely ustaining programs have 
many more listeners than they’ve 


been credited with ir the past 19 














‘What's Wrong With Radio” Survey 


On NAB Agenda Looms As Most 
Intensive Ever Made by Industry 


Behind-the-Scenes Talk 
' Vi 
CUSS1LO ( 
€ ve SE ere 
r ce he iwo-( ( 
clave ot the National A ! ( 
Broa tel board of directo 
llocatio win st 
( i é to ente! l Cl 
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the ultimate aims of a postv 
eiwork in mind. 
sharing equal prominence a 
eport that William Bento: 
or sale all of his prop 
erti t] the exception of 
Subscription Radio vith the 


gossip having it that Muzak is 
among the holdings Benton 
ready to relinquish 


eee = 


amel Also Can 


Go Eight Days 





years. If this turns out to be wv ell- | 


proved by either Neilson or other 
cata it opens up new concepts 
An oddity about the ratings is the 


existence side by side of two @con- 


flicting attitudes toward them: 

One, the business man, fearful of 
showmanship,” holds them in great 
reverence 


[T'wo, the showmen and particu- 


larly the more original writers and | 


producers, loathe them as straight- 


jackets 


= adie Story 


Writer Scrams. 


Hollywood, March 6. 
Following inability to get together 
on contract terms, Robert Riley 
Crutcher, writer of the “Eddie 


on the show over the weekend 
Crutcher delivered fifth script for 
new airer before checking out. 

He and his manager, Marty Mar- | 
| tyn, had been dissatisfied with setup | 
| for several weeks. Format pact was | 
drawn up after show took to air 


| Feb. 4, but it was considerably 


changed from original writing agree- 
ment made several months ago. 
Attorneys for both sides have been | 


| battling to iron out difficulties but | 


| Crutcher’s reps held out for original | 


terms. New writers being sought for 
! 


show but none set so far. Indications 


' from radio row also point to further | 
| dissatisfaction among other princi- 


pals on show. 


Elaine Carrington’s 4th 


Soaper Headed CBS-Way; 
Auditioned for Bankroller 


I ilrie 1 f 
eria * Marriage Foi I oO wer 
Ke Quee! of WU wapel 
i J Li¢ ( Salur- 
CBS « be If « bal 
peing < ee Dv f Crire 
agency Vai Jane Higby ] 
chael Fitzmaurice are potted in the 
lead roles, with Don Cope direct! 
Cre the ard hov would e 
lated for an early CBS preem with 
John Gibbs representing Miss Car- 
rington on the deal. Her other spon- 
ored shows are “Rosemary When 
A Girl Marries and Peppe! 


'Young’s Family.” 


Without Schnoz : 


| The Jimmy Durante-Garry Moore 
Friday night show on CBS bows off 
after the March 30 broadcast, with 
'four weeks’ notice of cancellation 
given the program after last Fri- 
day’s (2) stanza. Cigaret sponsor, 
R. J. Reynolds (Camel), is also turn- 
|ing back the Friday night time to 
| CBS. Reason for dropping the com- 
Pow show is that the ad budget has 


been whacked, due to reduced civil- | 


lian output. 

| William Esty agency, which bills 
| the account, is said to have another 
client ready to take over the show 
|and time March 30. Understood, too, 
that Borden’s would like to switch 
its new Jerry Wayne show, which 
bowed in on the Blue Monday (5) 
| to succeed the Ed Wynn stanza, over 
to CBS, but the web ig following 





more favorable time. 


American Tobacco ‘(Luckles) lend- 


| leased Kay Kyser to Colgate- Palm- | 
olive. Durante-Moore show has! 
maintained consistently @ Hooper of 
around 14 — the stiff opposition | 


of Amos ‘'n’ Andy. 


Telecast Studio Close-Up 
| Of CBS Radio Serial 


g how a daytime serial episode is 


rehearsed and performed. CBS’ own 
erial, “This Life Is Mine.” will 


( ¢ the model, an actual episode 

being ised The lead Gertrude 

Warne and Michael Fitzmaurice 

: f f I cted ) appeal and d recto 

John Becker I} also be picture 
tne ct of doing his stuff 


Explanatory material will be use 


fore and aft, based upon the pre 


entation now heing made to adve! 
| ae agencies DV CBS Fra 
Wi Ide! 

Ben Feine! s handling the e' 


for Gil Seldes of CBS televisio 


Fort Worth.—Norman J. Dicke 
bee! amed commercial mi 


agel of WBAP-KGKO. Dick 


comes here ith NBC and network 


expneric ¢ 





the regular formality of offering the 
time to its own advertisers, with | 
number of clients having bids in for | 


Due to ciggie shortage, Reynolds | 
| dropped “Blondie” yo season and! 


‘This Life Is Mine’ 


CBS television fs preparing a spe- 
cial half-hour telecast for Wednes- 
day eventng, April 12, demonstrat- 


rhe National Asst of Broadcast- 


s t to € Dal € Ost 
) Tele 
( ‘ 
A e | D ‘ e 
B W ! eek 
ea ious undertaking came up 
aeration ith tne ( ec- 
te reportedly giv it the green 
Thus ua ft NAB been 
I q every pe Hil¢€ eft TO 
t -nusn he pla ind tact 
er 1recvol itten i ¢ as 
ieawed to ecre \ 
H ( el V: eLy la i¢ ed 
é oO} \ aet Ly bet 
J é t r he 
l one 1 xs 
€ oOara Di r 1 eep u eT 
} 0D his ich € ! le i 
( bd] opinion tl lyz- 
f ll pre be 
ri Ost c¢ ( e ¢ ( 
It try 
( ere e four-} é t 
r t out ne AB “cove ns ne 
W } igenda 1 Lnere i ef- 
ele ce he pro ¢ rve\ Vor 
oO mM Te] 10O¢€ é ele & 
( ( ¢ rece r n 
Chicago by the sub-committee on 
the NAB ec de, as disclosed in “Va- 
riety recently, with a virtual 
unanimity of expression at the ses- 
in favor of tossing out the win- 


dow the present code preventing 
sale of time for controversial issues 
or for organization membersh‘y 
Comment is restricted to the * 
that “a lengthy discussion of the 
code and industry policy was had 

order that the committee might 
have the benefit of the thinking of 
the entire board.” It was followed 
by an announcement that the code 
committee will meet in N. Y. on 
March 21 and 22. 





Nix ‘Hitch-Hikers’ 
Washington, March 6 
“Hitch-hike’ announcements and 
inter-station and inter-web plugs 
would go out the window on the 
basis of two resolutions adopted 
the NAB board last week at } 


| meeting here. 


Hottest subject before the board 
and the one on which it will talk 
the least involves liberalization ef 
the NAB code to okay time sales t 
labor unions, cooperatives, ete. Wit 
nothing very much gettled, the NA 

ode Rasnaiites will meet in New 
York Mareh 81-2, in an effort to 


(Continued on page 40) 


Curfew Stymies 
Hit Parade Repeat 


First midnight eurfew casualty 
among the top network programs is 
the Lucky Strike Saturday night 
“Hit Parade” program which, begin- 
ning this week (10), cancels its re- 
peat show for the Coast. 

Program from now on will be aired 
only at 9 p.m. (EWT) coast-to-coast 
with CBS Pacific Coast web of 12 
affiliates picking up program along 
vith all other stations at that tire 
Originally new setup was slated to 
start last Saturday night (3), but the 
12 CBS Pacific Coast stations air a 





lf-hour program sponsored b 42 
Products Ltd.” in the 6-6:30 (PWT) 
nd did not have ance to 
vac how to another slot. Howevel 
arting next Saturday (10). Coast 
tanza oves into Luckies former 
time beginning at 9 p.m. (PWT). 
Last week program was t heard 


n the Coast, due to fact that George 

Washington Hill, Luckies prexy, can- 
celled repeat show when curfew went 
nto effect barring live audiences. He 
told network that similation of audi- 
ence by sound effects would not do, 
As a result, Coast stations, at 9 p.m. 
(PWT) gave full report to listeners 
why “Hit Parade” was not being 
aired that night. Announcement a!so 
et stave for next week 
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Beefs Rend Air, No One Happy As 
FCC Weighs Frequency Allocations 


Washington, March 6 a: 
Despite a heavy barrage of pro- 
tests by FM spokesmen against being 


¢---- a 


N. Y. City Station To 


moved upstairs in the = spectrum : 

there was nothing to indicate that FM Rolland Memorial 

FCC will change its mind as the 
honoring Ro 


hearings on the proposed new tre Memorial program 


quency allocations wound upon Sat-| main Rolland from Times Hall N. ¥ 

urday (3), after four day S (11). will be alread for or 
FM had no monopoly on t! beel hi (9:20-10:30) over WNYC-! 

howevet Virtually every type ol); \ York ¢ municipally ow 
rvice indicated it wanted mol frequency modulation § statio 

t had been allowed it. and t ha ur getting an A 

left out in the cold saw no rea elav via WNYC. Its one of the 

son why FCC should not also cal occasion re a progra ha 

’ a sliver of ether m et up primarily for FM wit 1 
Televis1o! Broa isl \ AM orl being lal eda oO 

came forward with a plan to ob B-oad_ast will feature appeara 

maximum usage of the 12 video! y,; Bruno Walter as _ pianisi 

channels which would be tmmedi- linist Bronislaw Huberman i 

ate'y available after the wo! B roven’s Kreutzer Sonata. For- 
Hithlichts of the hearines , hes been confining 


himself to 

1. The FM matter was not formally | yy bliec ss 
closed. FCC scheduled 
for March 12, ct 


:ppearances as a conductol 
t Metopera, N. Y., for the 
which K. A rt. this being one of his 


a clas i hear- most 


infre 


Norton will disclose new and conti-| quent keyboard recitals 

dential Army data which will be Alcoa skedded are readings by Stell 

\ \ nportant in the final decisron adler Ocean Homolka Herbe1 

of ther FP st where it ts 0a morehet Philip Huston Whitfor 

moves up in the spectrun Kane and Olga Samaroff-Stokowsk! 
2 Television Broadcasiers Ass ores ia 

suggested a plan which would pro- 

vide at least one video outlet in 112 * 9 ° J b 

of the ee largest market citics. i Ratio S Effective 0 

the 12 available channe's The ° ° ° 

vould be 398 stations in all. If FCC Bringing Out Midwest 

should also turn over the 102-108 


chanrel to video, the number of sta- 
tions would move un to 464 
3. Society of Movion Picture En- 


Civvie Sea Applicants 


Chicago, March 6 


= , ; : aken , 
gin s cut loose with a b'ast against Tabulation of a survey, taken or 
- " ‘ sfes ending recent ae en 
the CBS brief. which urged the Com-| the stimulus s nding recent seam 


into Merchant Marine. 
effectiveness of OW! 
Figures, re- 


} . , 
mission not to allow any channels to} applicants 


: eh ’ the 
theatre video. owed the 


- lio announcements, 
Piz-Squeal Squawks i 


he: i by the local office of Domes- 

* « eeph Wiener, counsel for Sub- tic Radio Bureau, Owl, revealed 
scripluion Racjo, Inc. (pig squeal) that 56° heard the radio announce- 
similarly attacked the NAB brief for) anis. scheduled by the OWI on sta- 
urging that. if subscription radio set i tions in IHinois. Wisconsin, Indiana 
any place in the ether, it should bela d lowa. Newspapers brought 
in a different portion of the spectrum |o7-, of the applicants: while bill- 


from regular commercial FM. Wiener |) jards. posters, word-of-mouth. etc., 
said this would make it, necessary | .».eqynted for the remaining 17°. 

for the public to purchase new sety.| Radio gave other outstanding 
Wiener said his organization e€X-/poelp  Lareely as a result of 80 spot 
pected no competition, at least for a} annourfeements om 16 Chicago sta- 
while, in the cities in which it! tigns the Army Quartermaster 
would set up. | Corps—in connection with the pur- 


The Television Broadcasters Assn.| chase of band equipment for Army 


plan, which will cause pleniy of] musician organizations—was able to 
beefs in some cities, would provide | purchase 623 instruments, valued at 
seven outlets immediately for New | $49,009, in less than five days. Com- 


York, Chicago and Los Angeles ‘the | parative results were accomplished 
maximum number), with Frisco rat-| jn the U.6. Public Health Service's 
ing six. Next in line with five apiece | Cadet Nurse Corps drive, and in the 
would be Boston, Detroit, Pittsburgh, | campaign for additional manpower 
St. Louis, Minneapolis-St. Paul. Buf- | in Chicago war plants. 

falo, Milwaukee. Kansas City, Port- | 
land, Ore.: the Albany-Schenectady- | 
Troy area: Indianapolis area: Denver, 


Noe Osicans, Memphis ava Miant SENATRA HEADS EAST; 
No other city would get more than SKEDS GI SHOWS 


four. 
This is —— ned bring oo Frank Sinatra moves his Max Fac- 
from Philadelphia, for example. | toy commercial east for six weeks or 


which would only be allowed four | so beginning with the program on | 
because of its proximity ; 


to New! March 14. His purpose in moving 
York; and Baltimore which wou'd) into the N. Y. area is to originate 
only have three. Philly already has the show (and otherwise play shows) 
a Philco station, and there are seven) at various Army and Navy camps 
applications on file. With only three | ana hospitals. He is doing the April 
more channels to be allotted, ques-|4 broadcast, for example, from the 
tion would rise as to whether FCC) valley Forge Hospital, near Phila- 
should give them to the big web sta-) delphia. 
tions such as WCAU and KYW? or|  [n addition to the camp and hos- 
whether some should go to newcom- 





pital series, the singer will make 
ers in the field. Washington, which talks on tolerance to young fans. 
has eight applications in, would only | dates for which are now being set 


get four outlets under the plan up. He 
Everybody left out would have to 
wait until experimentation is com- 
picted in the ultra-high frequencies. 
and then the scramble would 
all over again. - , 
Theatre Video Accuses CBS Wh S id Wil B 
Paul Larsen, who appeared for the 0 a son $ a ust! 
Suoviety of Motion Picture Engineers, 
charged that CBS feared competi- 
tion from theatre video. (White Owl) were parting company 
“We can only interpret these at the expiration of the initial 13- 
(CBS) statements,” he said, “as being week cycle early in April, the Sun- 
(Con inued on page 40) day night Wilson show on Mutual 
-—_— has been renewed for another 13 


LOUIS DEAN TO KUDNER, vain 2 27 rating up 2 oF» poin 
BACK ON GM ACCOUNT 


over the previous tally. 
Louis 


laid the ground work for 
these discussions with a brief refer- 
ence in that direction on his pro- 
gram of last week (28). 


start a 


De: pice some reports in the trade 
that Earl Wilson and General Cigar 


Thompson agency, which handles the 


Dean, vet radio announce: cigar account. is taking over the pro 


Food for Thought 


Idea developed by Ralph Weil, 
mgr. of WOV, N. Y., was inaug- 
urated by the station yesterday 
(6). when noontime patrons in 
restaurants in the beehive sectot 
of 57th street and 5th ave. were 
deluged with single-page throw- 
outs chronicling up-to-the-min- 
ute war news and other bulle- 


} 
l 





Daily service gives the lunch 
bunch the flashes within a few 
minutes after the station 
them, the payoff being the WOV 
d and the remainder tha 


gets 


nasthe: 


station’s Hans Jacob and 
mn Morgan, by the simp c 
pedient of tuning in, ca 
ap 


Psvchological aspect of gim- 


in fact that those bat- 


mick lies 
efroni-tempoed flashes ll 
e as a morale hypo anc a 
reminder to the bistro queues to 
i{t-pedal the butter request 


Philly Preachers Fail 





rc 





From the Production Centres 


HOOF ooeeeee, 





+++ 


mY NEW YORK CITY ee © @ 

Harry Ackerman, veepee at Y&R, due back from Coast Sunday (11). 
Cates, Y&R radio dept. administrative topper, out sick fo; ‘ 
time, back at his desk...,House Jameson and Kay Raht, the Mr. and Mrs. 





Gordon 


| Sam Aldrich of “The Aldrich Family,” did a three-page layout on typical 


Amerigan family scene for Parade mag Ted Mallie, from WMCA. 
joined Frederic Ziv package agency as asst. to Jean Harrison 
ved CBS’ “Theatre of 
Walt Lurie announced 
Morris by the Biov 
Ayer talent topper, 
Colsten Leigh, Ine., 
Fred Waring 
the J. Walte: 
the OWL, 


has 
. 

Colgate 
Romance” week 


package for another 13 


renewal of “Pays to Be Ignorant” for Philip 


agency for another 13 weeks 


Marge Kerr, N Ww, 


back from the Coast Adams 


.. Jack named by W. 
in®charge of concert and radio divisioy 


being profiled in the New 


exec asst 


Yorker mag 


Bob Colwell of 


Thompson agency, who recently returned fron overseas for 


gaining recognition for his study of the Luxembourg 


g Radio 
operation. He has a current Life mag contrib and expounded on its setup 


on last week's “March of Time” broadcast....Femme staff at Doherty 

~ 8 
Clifford & Shenfield banded together under Anne Murphy to knit sweaters 
scarfs, etc., for Army-Navy distribution through American Theatre Wing 


Dolores Dawson, who did Oriental dance on recent Dumont WABD 


| 
. _ ! \f o sd 2 e ic € . ~J . P os 
In Bid to Break Down Party Night” program, is daughter of Mile. Fifi, ballerina of previous 
? ’ seneration....G. Swayne Gordon added to cast of “Amanda”....Doris 
? wf i - 
WPEN s ‘No Sale Policy Dalton new addition to “Young Widder Brown Fred Barton playing 
Philadelphia, M h 6 Captain Tom Blaine in “Just Plain Bill” Tony Darnay, Bess McCam- 
lilaceiopnia, Wiarcen ; ; ‘ 
A, ymmittee of radio preachers) Men, ana Mary Hunter join “Stella Dallas” cast 
d CC Wil { c «€ 
et with execs of the Evening Bul- Max Wylie of Young & Rubicam has written a stage play based on 
letin last week in an effort to dis- | India, where he once taught school. ...Gertrude Warner lost several days 
cde the paper from dropping al! 
iercial religious broadcasts 
en its newly-acquired outlet 
WPEN—but the Bulletin stuck to its 


ouNs 

The daily’s management reiterated 
ts stand that after April 1 no more 
time would be sold to clerics, and all 

lisious shows would be on a sus- 
basis with time allotted to 
representative Protestant. Catholic 
and Jewish groups. 

Rev. Carl McIntyre. 
for the ministers, declared 


taining 


spokesman 
that un- 


der the broadcasters code, time must 
be sold to the highest bidder-—a po- 
sition which was disputed by the 
Bulletin. 


The ministers offered a “compro- 


mise” to settle the dispute—that the 
Bulletin should renew its contract 
with them for one vear. This was 


turned dawn. 

The meeting then broke up with 
the ministers planning a giant pro- 
test against the newspaper and sta- 
tion at a rally at Convention Hall, 
March 15 

The Bulletin, meanwhile, is going 
ahead with its plan of streamlining | 
its program schedule, especially that 
dealing with religion. Initial show 
under the new setup is one featuring 
Army and Navy chaplain of differ- 
ent faiths, demonstrating the activi- 
ties of clerics in wartime. An ad- 
visory board of leading ministers of 
the different faiths will be set up to 
allocate time to ministers and rabbis | 
with the station keeping hands off to 
avoid charges of ‘discrimination. 

The radio preachers held a meet- | 
ing yesterday (Mon.) at which it 
was decided to take steps to petition 
the FCC to revoke the license of 
WPEN on the grounds that the sta- 
tion had interfered with “freedom 
of speech” by cancellation of the 
contracts, 

The ministers also announced they 
had printed 400,000 pieces of liter- | 
ature telling “their side” of the con- | 
troverey to be distributed in churches 
throughout Philly and telling of the 
March 15 rally. 


ARTHUR MOORE GETS 
‘HOF’ PRODUCER BERTH 


Arthur Moore, of the Young & 
Rubicam talent department, is quit- | 
ting that agency to take over the | 
production reins on the Philco “Hall | 
of Fame” show. He steps into the | 
new berth on March 18. His secre- 
tary, Mary Alice Thompson, goes 
with him. Moore came east 
several months ago from the Coast 
to handle talent for several Y & R 
programs, 

Moore 
who has 


along 


succeeds 
taken over production of 
“HQF” on a temporary basis. Show 


moved east last Sunday (4) after a | 


, slowly going mad trying to find a couple of network salesmen 


; | Graffis, Times columnist, will be sponsored five times weekly over WIND 
Myron Dutton. | 





alae a ow 


Joe Bigelow, of the J. Walter 
turned 


two-month Coast origination. 
radio exec. = 


returns to the duction supervisory job on the show 


General Motors fold by becoming | e's just returned from the Coast. . 1 foes sg | 
account executive with Arthur Kud- ’ , eh Bh ee We. Johnny Kirby on ‘Guieties 
ner agency. Dean had left the Kud- Pittsburgh, March 6. | 


ner outfit and for the past two years| MHartford.—Paul W. Morency, g.m. As a result of a guest shot last. 
he was with the William Morris | of WTIC, last Friday (2) turned over | week on “Gaslight Gaieties,” John- | 
agency's radio dept., after a spell|to the Hartford County Chapter of ny Kirby, local radio singer, has) 
with Don Francisco in the CIAA. |the National Foundation for Infan-| been set for several more appear- | 
Dean was on the GM account for | tile Paralysis a check for $64,071.80 | ances on the Beatrice Kay-Michael | 
seven years when Campbell-Ewald| which represents the total receipts | O'Shea show. 
had it, prior to Kudner snagging|of Hartford’s “Mile O' Dimes” cam-/| He's a staff artist on the Westing- | 
that client, so it’s old-home-week | paign, a joint promotion of WTIC | house station and commutes to New 
all around. and the Hartford Courant. | York on week-ends for “Gajieties.” 





last week from her various radio shows with sudden attack of influenza 

BBD&O looking for “Armstrong Theatre” series 
Edward Murrow and Wiliiam Shirer guests of honor at recent dinner party 
given by Mrs. William S. Paley. Murrow has returned to London Ed 
and Polly East have purchased a building lot at Ponte Verde. Florida 
Hugh Terry, mer. of KLZ, Denver, in town last week after attending NAB 
session in Washington....Bob Stephens, radio ed of Clevetand Plain 
Dealer, arrived in town Sat. (3) for week's look-see Howard Lane and 
William Lodge, of CBS, leave March 20 for cross-country junket to bring 
affiliates up to date on FM and tele developments. 

Dick Davis, actor on “Aunt Jenny” and “Death Valley Days.” heard on 
CBS, signed for one of leads in legiter, “Kiss Them For Me.” due o: 
Breadway later this month Fred Robbins, announcer on “Let's Face 
the Issue.” Mutual Sunday forum series, just completed talk strips for 14 
reels of Wright aircraft industrial films Terry Walsh, new in Blue pub- 
licity office, taking over for Nancy Phillips who's been upped to writing 
staff. George Schreier has moved out to handle bally for Stan Florsheim’s 
co-op program divish 


script editor fo 


Reciprocal deal worked out between Century Artists and Al Kingston 
Co. on the Coast whereby each will represent the other Patsy Campbell 
into Blue’s “Keep Up With the World” today (7) Broadway reunion 
will be held in a WOR studio Thursday (8) when Jane Cowl has as her 
guest, Staats Cotsworth, who appeared with her in the lagiter, “Rain From 
Heaven.” Also in the studio will be Mrs. Cotsworth (Muriel Kirkland), 
another Broadway star and friend of Miss Cow] 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


John Royal moved up to Frisco for a lookaround after talking over the 
NBC televish situation with Sid Strotz....Eddie Cherkose batting out gags 
for Eddie Cantor, and Alan Woods ditto for Durante-Moore. Both recently 
out of the service .Edgar Bergen and Don Ameche decided to call off 
their eastern jaunt to play hospitals and rehabilitation camps for rest of 
the season .Blue network will broadcast the Academy awards March 15, 
the eastern affiliates staying oven after hours to carry full hour of the 
event, which gets under way at 9:30 p.m. from Grauman’s Chinese theatre 
....-Alan Mowbray signed two-year contract as regular on “Duffy's 


| Tavern.” He'll play a bounding Britisher, wot else?....Eddie Bracken, Roy 


Rogers and Jack Carson are 1A with their draft boards. No tellin’ when 
they'll be called....The Blue’s Hubbell Robinson around for a few weeks 
to hop up local production end of the network....Five CBS programs trek 
east toward mid-month, but no publicity “for reasons of security.” Junk- 


|eteers are Danny Kaye, Durante-Moore, Frank Sinatra. Brice -Thomas and 


Burns and Allen....Jack Slattery resigned as KNX chief announcer to 
freelance, starting with three commercials....Dave Shelley, Stgpson of 
Buddy DeSylva, got his induction notice after his first broadcast with 
Hoagy Carmichael in the new Safeway Stores series. ...Ginny Simms using 
discharged servicemen who were performers before the war in the “Johnny 
Presents” guest spots....Fulton Lewis due in town the 15th on a Coast 
snoop....Kraft Music Hall picks up its summer relief back east while el 
Bingo is busy making two pictures Don Lee net shagged Evelyn Bigsby’s 
radio chatter series before it even got started. It’s against the Coast chain's 
policy to plug acts and people on other skeins. Blue may take it for the 
Coast ride under sponsorship of a cleanser. Jack Oakie may be Joan 
Davis’ vis-a-vis next fall, with Martha Raye mentioned as Jack Haley's 
running mate on Sealtest. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Cy Wagner, trade paper reporter engaged to Dolores Brust, Chi Sun 
reporter. Wedding is skeded for June... .Dottie McKnight, Trib reporter, 
has moved over to WGN publicity staff Alex Drier's five-day-old daugh- 
ter died of a lung ailment at Henrotin hospital last week....Bill Lang, 
WGN's chief engineer, in Washington last week for FMBI panel number 
five meetings....Ade Hult, new v.p. and general manager of Mutual cen- 
tral division, still on a hunt for radio director to head up production in 
the midwest, 

Ed Prentiss has succeeded Bob Murphy es announcer on Quiz Kids show 
but will only do shows emanating from Chi or overnight jumps out of 
here due to his previous Generals Mills hour announcing chore. Network 
Staffers will handle all broadcasts from distant points....Don Roberts 
Herb 


Starting March 12, Sponsor is the Schenley Co., for DuBonnet Wines 
Bob Buckley, champion skier, sprained both ankles last week trying to 
take off from a 100-foot jump. 

Roland Butterfield, who has been on the Jack Armstrong show for @ 
year and a half, will be inducted into the Army March 9....Shirley Mc- 
Kinney, Blue receptionist, disclosed the fact this week that she had mar- 
ried David Moore, former trade paper rep, who takes over shortly as 
publicity boss of KMOX, St. Louis. ...Myrtle Wright, former secretary to 
Frank Ferrin, temporarily back on the job pinch hitting for her former 
boss while he takes in several weeks of California sunshine. ...Hal Totten, 
veteran sportscaster launched a new series of programs oyer WAIT March 


| 5....Francis Farmer Wilder, CBS consultant on daytime radio, currently 

in town presenting data....Jim Connelly of Blue Network’s New York 
station relations staff has been appointed manager of the net's central 
division station relations department....Two more radio directors’ jobs i! 
ad agencies expected to be open in the next 30 days... .Irv. Kupcinet, Ch 
Times columnist, dickering for a local chatter column of the air simila: 
to the Sunday night Nate Gross WBBM show. 
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Waring’s Newspaper Tieup 

Fred Waring, in search of a new 

1 singer for his Thursday night 

ue network show, is mulling a 
tie-up with newspapers around the 
country, with possibility that the 
Donna Dae successor may emerge 
from a contest. 

Mise Dae recently left the Waring 
outfit, 


United Nations ‘Frisco Conference 
Top Special-Events Job For Radio 


Radio is planning one of ithe most? 
comprehensive special events jobs in! 
pistory in connection with the 
United Nations Conference which is 
io open at San Francisco on April 25. 


Both the domestic networks and 
the Government agencies concerned 








Dairy Renews Musical 
For Year Over WMAQ rs , 
ences acer gervel Is Dropping 


Chicago, March 6. 


“Musical the Bow- 





Milkwagon,” 


Right of Privacy’ Looms As Legal 
Video Headache, Especially in N. Y. 





Added to all the other headaches, sent of the person so named or 
° \ 
of a technical and trade nature that! S own. 
eu | The law exempts \ 

| are worrying television, there is one | vs : pis newspapers oF 
|; other media using such names or 
possible legal snarl that may in-/ pix without permission in the proec- 
volve video entrepreneurs, and ess of making “fair comment.’ But 
lawyers are already watching that| there have been enough court de- 


| cisions to show that the exemption 


angle. It’s the danger of television 











2 ‘ : | ‘ 7 ) ver o « . a . 
with eigen? i gpg te man Dairy show heard over WGN | e e violating “right of privacy” bv ee ee cee ae 
gkedded e S" hapa " ny for the past two years, moves to the | 1e ur é OW howing people without their writ-| purpose could easily be identified us 
world security snow. 11:30-12 noon (CWT) WMA® slot eee ; Serttat: “hy 2 
ng ten consent rade or advertising There is even 
Space and facilities are being | five-times weekly on March 19 ; Wise sieeeeie Hilie tank | 
worked out by State Dept. public | '- | Contract is for 52 weeks and went Board of direct of Servel. | In New York State here ich oe i ed tte oii 
formatic J “ m Washington and | through J. Walter Thompson et last et d decided, in ew of the future television is likely to], xperimental tele , ould get 
iit a wire we Skip Farrell has been retained as | of wartime pri ; and inability | originate for network purposes, and | away} t} ‘ g faces of people 
yeaus. ne mee & ?— "a —e " featured singer and show will con to , nul on : J here at anv rate much of it will be ho had not give itten consent 
work as ee ee ee ee ee tinue with practically the e | st the radio } ire and , Suc e cx t the « 
and have losen W -— rabet a format However, several talent} giving p s} ( p ne si ppc ” aoe reemy gem. @ ™ pel é be ‘ ec F ‘ 
ager of KFR( A San Fri P me Dent anges are contemplated There's | day 1 g Billie B . ( ee vs strict law protecting ade purpose 
Lee-Mut al outlet, as chief radio co- a possibility that ‘the Cadets. sing- CBS. Serve : ch has bes han] person's “right of privacy rhe Ne ne ; ; eo 
orainatol ‘ ing quartette, and Charles Irving, | rolling the show on behalf of a1 aw is part of the state's Civil Rights! peey aware of +! e law. and are al- 
First of the networks to announce! current emcee, may not be able to} ber of gas companies, is bowing out Act wavs careful—whe) owing crowd 
jis plans 1s CBS. Director of news remain due to conflicting commit- | at the end of March. Other states, besides New York,! scenes—to pan their shots But if 
broadcasts, Paul White, will send top| ments, Musical combination will be BBD&O agency, now handling the | have similar laws on the statute| video were to turn its cameras on a 
New York and Washingto: NEWS| enlarged with Lou Jakobsson con-| show fo the Servel acc s| books, but none as strict as the! prize fight or baseball game—to use 
commentators to the Coast, including tinuing as producer. other prospects ew and binder in New York Here, the| two examples of the kind of shows 
Bob Trout, William L. Shire Major : possible Miss Burke will have a ne violator of the law is liable not only usually sponsored commercially by 
George Field Eliot and Bill Henry sponsor by the end of the eek. to a damage suit, but also to criminal} present-day radio—anyone in the 
Everett Holles, CBS assistant di-|. Washington Tony Parris} has | Show’s a cinch to stay on sust: g,| prosecution. The Jaw is very clear.| ring or diamond crowd could. sue 
rector of ews broadcast Moe been added to a oun g staff of n the event no sale is arrange It prohibits anyone from using the} the sponsors or televisers if his face 
fré N. o take arge of the “ POP. He comes here from WTAR pre ded CBS and Miss B ¢ name, portrait or picture of an showed If the “victin vere & 
Frisco operations au g ihe conte vorfolk, where he handled special | get togethe o! the questi of | other person for trade or advertising | minor, the inor’s parents could 
ence, and will be assisted by two event assignments. nool. | purposes without the written con- |} have cause for action 
men from the Coast, Philip Woody- | Sg ce 
att and Fox Case. Latter is special| ~ : P ge eee Ds ad a caiatais ees ad ae 
features and public events director 
of KNX, Hollywood. Reporters for | 
aus a i 
Granik’s Scoop 
Mutual's “American Forum of 
the All has sewed up one of | 
| 


juiciest special events to origin- 
ate out of San Francisco in 
nection with the United 
world security conference, 
opens April 25 


con- 


4 
er 
. 


Nations 


| 
which 
} 
} 


y* 


a 

Night prior to confab’s open- 7 o 

ing, Moderator Theodore Granik id Ww 

will put on the air four lead- | a - 
ing members of the U. S&S. 


delegation. Quartet will be Sen- 
etor Tom Connally of Texas, 
chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee; Repre- 
sentative Sol Bloom, chairman of 


~ 
— 
~ 


the House Foreign Relations 
Committee; Commander Harold 
Stassen, forme! Governor of 
Minnesota, and Senator Arthur | 
H. Vandenberg, of Michigan. | 
*BS will include Harry Flannery, 


het Huntley, Nelson Pringle, Wal- 
Jace Sterling, Don Mozley, William 
Eilers and Grant Holcombe. 

On the technical side, CBS will 
use engineering staff of San Fran- 
cisco’s KQW, along with Les Bow- 
man and John Quinn from Holly- 
wood. 

Mutual's plans, as announced so 
far by news division manager John 
Whitmore, are to send to the Coast 
Gabriel Heatter, Upton Close, Alex- 
ander Griffin (Phila.), Leo Cherne, 
and Arthur Gaeth. In addition, as 
pre-conference preparation of the 
American radio public, MBS plans 
to have all its talk shows between 
now and April 25 include various ex- 


‘Uncertainty over™the ‘postwar course 
of Television has been:swept"away by 


perts who will discuss the United : oo a “ H 
a oe ame the fecent decision Of the Federal 
rt in it. 

Blue and NBC are still kee ping . . “ . . : 
detailed plans under wraps. NBC's Communications CommissionA great 
details were held up pending re- ; - : f h 
turn of News and Special Events new medium.now waits only or tne 


Director William F. Brooks, who got 
back only last weekend from a five- 


green light of Victory. 


week visit to the European war 
theatre. 
OWI, BBC, CIAA Plans : 1S] 
Most ambitious of the plans for Alert advertisers and advertising 


coverage, however, are being made 
by the various government 


‘agencies are exploring Television's 


agencies, 





Owl Overseas Branch. BBC. and 
— 2 mass sales potential now through ex- 


OWI Overseas special events sec- 
tion, under Stanley H. Silverman, 
‘Continued on page 41) 


———_——. — (are acquiring skill, subtlety and show- 


‘perimental commercial programs... 











manship in the use of visual appeals to 





small home groups. 





ALLEN B. DuMONT LABORATORIES, INC., GENERAL 
OFFICES AND PLANT, 2 MAIN AVENUE, PASSAIC, 
NEW JERSEY. TELEVISION STUDIOS AND STATION 
WABD, 515 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22,N. Y. 





M-G-M's “Music for Millions” 








Fort the [past ‘two years, DuMont's : 
ioneef television station, WABD 
ew York; Bas shared its facilities 
and experience ‘without Charge. Ex- 
perimentation today, in consequence, is 
inexpensive, . After the war, rate cards 
‘as well as charges for rehearsal periods 
‘will be the:usual thing. While Tele- 
‘vision marks time, you have a once-in- 


a-lifetime opportunity. 


A visit  WABD is an excellent 
beginning. Write our Guest Relations 


Depaftment for an appointment. 
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SEPTEMBER 27, 1938 


Pepsodent launched a new program 

on 55 NBC stations, coast to coast. 

The star was Bob Hope, a personable 
young entertainer with a solid background 


of stage and radio experience. 





OCTOBER Il, 1938 
The new Bob Hope Show received 
an opening Hooper Rating of 13.3— 


not bad for a new star in a new program. 


AUDIENCE—I1938 
During his first season on the air, 


Bob Hope reached an estimated weekly 
audience of 3,000,000 families. 


a — 
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Pi > The moral of these figures is that Hope _ one of the world’s greatest entertainers | 
i grew up on NBC. In six short years— and favorite personality of millions. 

all under the astute sponsorship of the Here is striking proof that good pro- | 
i | Pepsodent Company—Hope grew from grams have a better chance of catching 





| a moderately well-known performer to on and becoming great programs when 
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Story of Bob Hope) NO.1 OF A 
















Bob Hope is heard on 126 NBC stations, 
coast to coast, Maine to Mexico, 
and short-waved to American troops 


all over the world. 


FEBRUARY 19, 1944 

The Bob Hope Program hit an all-time 
peak Hooper rating of 40.9— 

the highest Hooper rating ever 





earned by a half-hour program. 


» OCTOBER, 1944—JANUARY, 1945 


Bob Hope earned an average rating 
of 31.0—the highest Hooper-rated 


program on the air. 


AUDIENCE-1945 
Today, Bob Hope reaches an estimated 
weekly audience of 11,000,000 families, 








they are heard on NBC. A man is known 
by the company he keeps. NBC gives 
its programs the best in radio: the finest 
network facilities—identification with 
_the greatest shows on the air—and the 








- National Broadcasting Company 


SERIES 


PA 


greatest listening audience in the world. 

It stands to reason that a good show, 
given these NBC facilities and associa- 
tion, has every chance to grow into a 


great show—an NBC show. 


America’s No. 1 Network 
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“THE JERRY WAYNE SHOW" 

With Jerry Wayne, Dan Seymour, 
Jeff Aiexander Orch and Chorus, 
Carole Landis, Benny Goodman, 
Hope Emerson, Lorna Lynn, Craig 
McDonnell 

Producer-Director: Robert Weenolsen 

Writer: Martin Stern 

20 Mins.; Mon., 9 p.m, ‘ 

BORDEN’S MILK 

W.1I7-Blue, N. Y. 


(Young & Rubicam) 


It would have been nice to say that 
for Jerry Wavne's first bigtime at- 
tempt at a show all his own that he 
boffed ‘em. But though Wayne evi- 
denced am asst c ind ability to 

ncee a Val ) tne initiate 
o ( quit ( 
of 

| rc ( ci 

Pe | i or ) i ] 
1 ! tre 
Te ) W ) co ( il 
wa Actua te 
7 ) \ ) 
hono i \ i 
g Al I 
Tha 4 Rip i ) ro 
gi 

Tt to at =e ‘ t » Nat 
guests eac week, a i or Lhe first 
show they were film star Carol La 
dis. now appearing on Broadway in 
the legit nusical, “The Lady Sa: 
Yes,’ and the virtuoso oi Ul e clarinet 

“nnv Goodman. who, too. double 
from a Gotha musica ‘Seven 
Lively Arts Neither ot the guests 
seemed to have much to do, thoug! 
Miss Landis contributed a pleasing 








Overseas for USO Since Jan 
’43—-Now in Germany 

















FRED LIGHTNER 


Dir.s PHIL COSCIA 











GAGS!! 


JOE SLOAN will write you Gags 
the public can swallow. For stage 
and radio. 

WRITE BOX 228 








Variety, 154 W. 46th St., 
New York 19, N. ¥. 





rendition of “It Had to Be You,” and 
Goodman jammed off a couple on the 
llicorice stick. The attempt at chat- 
iter by the pair was most significant 
iby its brevity. 

Three bovine characters were 
woven into the script in puerile man- 
pner, a part of the midway com- 
| mercial by Dan Seymour. It smacked 
hat of the preceding Borden's 
in which Wayne was 
and Ed Wynn the star. 

The show stacked up best in 
musical department, with Wayne do- 
ine a neat job on the vocals, in addi- 
ion to 


being 
somew 


show 


sInee! 


his emeceeine, 


ander’s orch and chorus were tlolcp 
Alexande! musical background was 
) t il not yle K rit 
“WORTH REMEMBERING” 

With Rex Maupin’s Orch, Ennio 


Bologrini, Virginia Card and Earl 


Covert (guest stars) 
Producer: Cliff Peterson 
Writer: Chris Ford 
30 Mins.: Sun., 9:30 p.m 
CENTRAL REPUBLIC CO. 
WENR, Chicago 
(Wallace Fe) Ha ’ 
Aimed toward making tne liste! 
estment conscious, this progran 
ould be more effective towat I 
weaning a few dollars from the | 
public in the purchase of sto 
and bonds if less time was Cv! 
sumed by the guest speake! Fo 
nat calls for the weekly appeara! 
ota promi ent DUS ess mat ot 1 
dustriali: for comments on eco- 
nomi : yects Preem had Aubrey 
H Mellinge prex of the [llinois 
| Bell Telephone Co tal on post 
telephone b who said that capital 
for expansion would have to come | 


from the “public. Direct pitch for | Johnny Morgan, Mills Bros., Mo- 

this capital was made 1 the com- | nica Boyar, Paul Brenner, Bill Dar- 

nercial that followed and com- | nell, Three Suns, Phil Brito, Elton | 
yined there was a little too mucl Britt and Louis Prima, Nat Brusi- | 
talk for one spot lof, Gus Steck orchs 


From an entertainment stanapoint 


it is good listening Directing a 
10-piece all-string ensemble, Rex 
Maupin, got some beautiful tona 
effects in the rendition of “Blue 
Moon,” “What Is This Thing Calle 
Love,” and “Tico Tico” and Ennio 


masterful cellping ol 
“Guitarre” by Moskowski, was out- 
| standing. Sponsor would do well to 
| give Bolognini two spots on the pro- 
cram. Earl Covert and Virginia 
| Card. leads in “Blossom Time,” play- 
ling in Chicago, were the guest stars 
on the opening show. Covert's virile 
baritone was heard in “Without a 
| Song” and Virginia Card did “Lovely 
\to Look At.” with both teaming for 
the “Song of Love.” 

Cliff Peterson did a suitable pro- 
duction job. Only other commercial, 
besides the one that followed the 
speaker, was a briefie neal the end. 

Morg. 


Bolognini’s 
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stone in the first year 
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OTHER FIRST! 


“THE CALLAHANS” radio comedy se- 
ries, originated, written, and directed by Fritz 
Blocki, has just been sold to Columbia Pictures. 


been sold direct to Hollywood, after a brief local 
radio tryout, not only for one picture, but for a 
series of feature pictur 


“TH CALLAMANS” 


is thus proved to be one of the greatest long run 
comedy series for movies AND RADIO. 


“THE CALLAH ANS” is another in the 
long list of successes pioneered by Fritz Blocki, 
either as writer, director, or both, in ten years of 
outstanding network radio. 


pendent writer-producer. . 


For further details about radio rights for this ex- 


THE WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


W riter—Producer—Director 


420 Madison Avenue, N. Y. ¢. 






radio comedy series has 


es with options for five 


It is a fitting mile- 
of operation as an inde- 


io property, contact: 


1 featured | 


the 


while Jeff Alex- | 


“Rodger Young” 


Last Friday’s (2) “Stage Door 
Canteen” show was tied in with 
the third anniversary of the 
American Theatre Wing’s N. Y. 
Canteen and was built around a 





dramatization of the career of 
Pvt. Rodger Young, the _ in- 
fantryman of the 37th Division 
who lost his life in the Pacifie 

} campaign. The entire episode 
was backgrounded by the new 
written by Pfe. Frank 


| ballad 
Loesser, titled In memory olf the 
Tiffin, O., kid and which is get 


| tine a buildup in the hopes of 
making it the official Infantry 
sol of the wal With Claude 
Ra joing an effec narra- 
t job and vith a ylendid 
i ind SOLO Aa = < Lire 
) mac ca a T t ’ 
" illop 
V et i dul id 
| t it one hv il and n - 
I f t i { i ie 
) i\ 
? 1 is LO 1 nroug 
i of ‘MOrises oO . 
no int 1: Bel ved a 
climact power that left a sus- 
tained 1 This was one of the 
| ton “Cante * air shows to date 
| With the song as the “star.” And 
ks! henceforth that “Rodger Young” 
| song should be integrated into 
| the weeklv “Canteen” format 


Rose. 





“REPORT TO STOCKHOLDERS” 
(N. J. Red Cross War Fund Show) 
With Earl Wilson, Drew 
Gloria Jean, Tommy 
Kelly 


Pearson, 
Dorsev, Paula 
& Modernaires, Fred Sayles. 


| Writer-Director: Lee Stewart 

| Producer: Jerry Roberts 

| Special Material: Dale Kennedy, Sat. 
| Roy LaPlante 


,| 120 Mins.; Wed., 8 p.m. 


Sustaining 


WAAT, Newark 
This energetic Newark _ station 
eally stepped up into big time last 


| Wednesday (28) through the patriotic 


device of launching New Jersev’'s 
Red Cross campaign of 1945. Cer- 


| tainly, independent radio stations and 
| networks have been giving Red Cross 
| programs and other war shows. But 


| many net endeavors. Program showed 
jnice balance between entertainment, 


deft plug or glossing for the Red | 
| Cross and dramatic bits or factual 
| material. Lee Stewart, who's been 


turning out some crack material at 
this station for several months, out- 
did himself in scripting and directing 
the two-hour stint while Jerry Rob- 
erts rates plaudits for his production 
| job. 

Aside from the long string of show 
| biz personalities plus a pertinent Red 
|Cross message from Drew Pearson, 
broadcasting from Washington, there 
was a transcription covering New 
Jersey GI's from the European the- 
atre of operations, made in advance 
by BBC for this show. This special 
feature, done a la Ted Malone, gave 
'the broadcast a terrific lift near the 
- close. 

Program shoved off with Paul 
| Brenner explaining it represented a 
report to the vast group of Red Cross 
stockholders. Fred Sayles, top-notch 
| balladist at the station, then set the 
theme via singing of Irving Berlin's 
“Angels of Mercy.” the refrain key- 
ing cut-ins from each spoken inter- 
‘lude. Thén show switched to N. Y. 
for first half of show where Manhat- 
tan studio audience sat in with Earl 
Wilson, doing m.c. chore. Turned in 
a bangup job. Nat Brusiloff’s orches- 
tra handled this portion in sock style. 

Long array of stars took in Tommy 
Dorsey, doing his trombone solo of 
“Getting Sentimental.” theme of his 
| band. Then there was Drew Pearson, 


with his report on the N. J. drive, 
Bi) and even a special prediction. And 
Anita Ellis, Paula Kelly and the 


Modernaires doing “I Didn’t Know 
|; About You” and “Tabby the Cat.” 
latter by Hal Dickinson, a member of 
outfit; the Three Suns. Monica Boyai 
and Phil Brito. And Johnny Morgan 
with his familiar material. And Louis 
Prima’s band and pop entertainers 
doing their standout numbers 
the Mills Bros. socking home 
ace tunes. And Elton Britt. 
Jean, who was slated 
appeared for a brief chat. but 
kept from singing by bronchitis. Gus 
Steck’s station band handled the sec- 
ond half of show emanating mostly 
Newark studios. 

This portion included brief state- 
ments from every type ef Red Cross 


their 


Gloria 


sing, 


from 





BLOCKI 


9-6180 








worker in Newark, being climaxed 
by a sketch from the Newark Army 
Air Base with Sergeant Roy LaPlante 
and his aides relating a typical inci- 
dent of Red, Cross work done for ser- 
vicemen while they are thousands of 
miles from home. 

Program was given added tempo 
by Dill Darnell’s solo, “Had a Talk 
With the Lord.” Formerly with Bob 
| Chester’s and Red Nichols’ orchs, 
|Darnell is back from nearly four 
years service in Africa and Italy. He 

;encored with “Accentuate.” Having 
a voice ideally suited for radio, he 
‘shapes up as a find. Wear, 


| this well-knit one added distinct } 
|height to WAAT. In fact, it was a 
| well-routined broadcast worthy of | 


And | 


to 


EILEEN FARRELL 

15 Mins.; Wed., 6:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WABC-CBS, N. Y. 

Eileen Farrell made her first pro- 
fessional appearance a little over 
three years ago as CBS “discovery,” 
and has been on the air at various 
times with some of the better shows 
like Texaco’s “Star Theatre” and 
Coca-Cola's Sunday stanza. Last 
week (28), the soprano returned to 
the air after an absence of some 
three months with her own sus- 
tainer, carrying a 15-minute chore 
of quiet, pleasing songs. 

Miss Farrell has developed into a 
j} competent singer. If the program's 
| intention is to provide dinner music, 





ithe kind that neither disturbs nor 
|exhilarates too much, it probably 
| fulfills the purpose. Her lyrie voice 
| doest 1 excite the listener eithe 
i through too great depth or over- 
lush expression: but it’s a flexible 
ough voice, entirely suitable to the 
tvpe of music selected for the preem 
Oiey Speaks’ “Morning” was sung 
xy Miss Farrell without too much 
feeling, but she came into her own 
th Father Owen McEnaney’'s “Ave 
Maria”—a moving and colorful piece 
|to which she did full justice with- 
}out over-emoting. Puccini's “Vissi 
| d'arte’” (from “Tosca”) was done by 
Miss Farrell in approved concert- 
| hall fashion. She was entirely at 
j home with a Richard Strauss num- 
ber. Very good instrumental back- 
ing was given the singer by the 
Columbia Concert Orchestra, con- 
ducted bv Alfredo Antonini 
“MANY A WATCHFUL NIGHT” 


With Katherine Cordell, Neil O’Mal- 
ley, Frank Butler, Lon Clark, Carl 
Eastman, Michael Fitzsimmons, 
Tony Barrett, Bill Quinn, Mark 
Warnow, conductor 

Narrator: John Mason 

Producer: Earle McGill 


Brown 


Adapter: Howard Tishman 
30 Mins.; Tues, (27), 11:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 


WABC-CBS, N. Y. 

With this one-shot, CBS launched 
participation in the Red Cross 
Fund drive. Certainly, the ob- 
is the worthiest. One wishes 
much could be said for the 
Unfortunately, a good cast of 
was put under a_ highly 
capable producer, provided with 
good musical background—and all 
| for a script that didn’t jell, narrated 
by a man who helped mightily to 
crimp the dramatization of his own 
book 

The show set out to dramatize 
John Mason Brown's book “Many a 
Watchful Night,” based on his ex- 
| periences in the Navy. As a lieuten- 
ant in the Navy, rown' was re- 
ported to have done a top morale 
job. During the invasion of France 
last June, Brown was on the U.S5S. 
Augusta, where he broadcast to 
the ship’s crew over the cruiser’s 
intercom system, pulling all the men 


ILS 
| Wat 
} ject ive 
half 
show 


actors 


as 


together into one fine team. These 
are some of the things of which 
| Brown wrote in his book. But as th 
|stuff came to the air, it lacke 
punch and pull, finally faded down 
to a point where the actual invasion 
scene was anticlimactic. 

As for being a narrator, Brown 


levels, instead of letting his volee 
jump from whisper to shout at 
most inopportune moment. 


might have learned somethihg ole 


| 
Harrisburg — Staff Sat. yg & 
Smith, program director at 
before induction into the Army, has 
received a certificate of commenda- 
tion for meritorious service while at- 
tached to the 3384th Service 





| 


om- Saddie Tramping Trip) 
: : 
mand Unit at the nearby New Cum- of ittoty ory gig, 
berland Reception Center. ’ 





ee, 
“AIR EVACUATION HOSPITAL” 
Producer: Joe Gottlieb 

Announcer: Joe O’Brien 
Interviewer: Cpl. Richard Pack 

15 Mins.; Mon., 9:30 P. M. 
Sustaining 

WMCA, N. Y. 


Real meaning of war and its at. 
tendant responsibilities are broughe 
closer to home audiences through 
such a program as WMCA's “Ajip 
Evacuation Hospital.” Consisting of 
interviews with wounded Gls made 
only a day after their arrival by air 
from Europe, program has an im- 
mediacy, a force, brought about by 
contact with wounded heroes so soon 
after 


their actual stay in battle 
Interviews are graphic, ad lib re. 
citals of combat and how injuries 


were sustained, with an uninhibited 
easy manner of telling fron ‘ 
vertish, cocky young fighters 
such programs would bring 
front closer the- battle 
rid us of complacency 
WMCA sends a crew out 
pital at Mitchel Field, L. I., to inter. 
view wounded brought in by plane, 
with recorded interviews then edited 
down for the weekly 13-minute airer. 





extro- 
More 
home 
to front and 


to h S- 


Monday (3) program was good ex- 
ample of typical effectiveness of 
program. Corp. Richard Pack, ex- 


WOR paa,, 
the field 
man from 


handles the interviews at 
Pack interviewed a tank- 
Philadelphia whose tank 


(Continued on page 38) 
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Sorry Folks! Can't Accept Any Radio 


Assignments for Neat Three Mouths 
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Fencing yourself in by ignoring 
breakfast? That's bad. Especially since 
breakiast can be so beautiful. It can 


include big bowls of milk, fruit and 


“Well, if you must know—I didn’t eat my Wheaties!” 


The Cereal . . . crisp-toasted whole 
wheat flakes, rich and malty-sweet. 
Definitely, Wheaties, ‘ Breakfasi of 
Champions” tre second-hel ping good. 
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Inside Stuff—Radio ‘Switcheroo Ups WOR NAB Can't Agree With N. Y. Indie 


| Quizeroo to MBS Web 


Chicago Tribune, after joining Westbrook Pegler in his “crusdde” against | . ry 
William S. Gailmor and the Blue network not long ago, seems to have pair: ines eng sree — On Ob tons to BMB Methods 
; ’ of “network ahove al)” . “p] | 

reached a decision to attack the Blue alone, since Gailmor himself is only f “network above all,” another local | , 
‘ rd on a . . wee : . ° . 

he ao ois ; . Following a two-day session last | ‘it is doubtful if written instructions 
Latest outburst against the network occurred Feb. 20 when, in an a ee yp | week in Washington, the National| will be clear to all groups, with 
litorial lacing Sec. of War Henry Stimson, Col. McCormick's publication anza is WOR's “The Better Half.” | accn. of Broadcasters Research Com- | BMB answering that experience has 


ealito 
id—and “Variety” quotes—“Our ancient secretary of war raised his voice | @U@ence quizeroo with Tiny Ruffner | mittee answered in a five-page let- | shown no difficulty with its tech- 





— 


WJZ. the web's N. Y. outlet. program, which achieved a high rat- | 
ing, goes full network shortly. 


sa ies . : . 
. 1.c.. which will fil * ter the 50-page documented recom- | nique of balloting. Point five by 
Sunday evening on the Blue network, which no respectable man in his | #8 ™-¢» Which will fill the MBS Mon- | pag mcg > hoe : ou g. Point five by the 
; ie : ‘ a a : mendations by WNEW, N. Y., for | indie asking BMB to include a list 
richt mind would condescend to use, On behalf of the legislation which | day, 9:30 to 10 p.m. niche starting in ; = : : eet : 
{ ose slavery 1 labor ! industrial n a t in the United | April. Program now is heard Wed NAB’s coverage plan, which will be |; Of stations in the ballot is declared 
S j oO Impose mavery ol abi ma strié lanagemel I ie nite d i ogra! noy 1S ar - . . " ‘a . un 
ae : 6 me ae ited jundertaken by the newly-formed | “not workable” by BMB. while a 
Cinty nesdays at 8:30 p.m., sustaining, same rr) ' 
. : - Broadcast Measurement Bureau committee conclusion of WNEW's 
. ri ; title ‘ ry ter . Sete +} ‘wy . as 1 DaSsIS ! ts ver t e ! VOrK P 1 @ . 
F ve ‘ entitled, An Incompetent Indict e Competent The Blue ’ be 7 The NAB answer deals with a two- xth and final point enied that 
js Oo that. Phil Carli Mutual programs tad -r : ' nee of { mre . 
age etter lis ng x steps hy er) ( rla i Zia ex 
, ' rating 4); WNEW ould wa to € ‘ c ? ‘ la 
going too wel) with the Danny Kave show is indicated : 4 S augmenting “l\ered before becoming a BMB 
hy ft lusion of Music Corp. in the setup as “expert advisor” for a full a larger prizes, etc., fol | scribing embe} Point one of the I answe é eply from the 
P y cut of 10° Talent or package brokerage was eliminated at the "!" twork originatio yutlet’s letter stated that since there! NAB. WNEW 1 
‘ f the Pabst-Kaye deal when Lou Mandel. attornev for the con esse i ie BMB ‘ t ti » supply ar 
F the 1 iction il Pa i Wal ick &: Lé le? a | F 1 Me t pert ent y to nae l st the BMB TP Ex- 
, r abst outfit In te capacity as adavisol MCA 1] lave Hal DIANE COURTNEY OFF 4 ( t d al stations there e} , to the ais od of BMB » 
Hackett keep close tabs on the show and make his suggestions for its ji gnt be a pe anent sub-committee | tends to employ are a p e factor.” 
" Vel rf Kave. owner of the pack ige, called in MCA whe _ it nde} ALAN YOUNG PROGRAM of the BMB’s research unit to repre A 1\ s of the WNEW survey by 
stood, the brewer complained of the rating. Pabst is paying $16.000 weekly sent then NAB replied that it 1S| competent and impartial research 
for the program Kaye is handled for pictures by the William Morris With Doherty. Clifford & Shenfield “aesig! ed = me sure all stations r 1 | suthoritie will dk ne « ne 
: ne ' . an equitabdle Dasis, wnetner network, | portance | those stat which 
slated to take over the Alan Young sil nd t. large : , 1) cain th tas it , . _— en: ” one 
. f oe Nye ranges laa lig mare Wit | while in accord with the plan, must 
ee ‘ = 10" from Young & Rubicam fo this structure. the interest ef the | taice a ¢ , tential 
WJNO, West Palm Beach, utilized the recent moving of its quarters for ; - ai ee f al cognizance bide ts potential 
, : ictol-Mvers Anr 2 ins nember |inaie and SMali stations are ro- hartecomings 7 "WW « j 
a neat exploitation stunt Broadcasting a re-dedication program from its Bristol-Myers, April 3, first member ane | t } pro « on red WNEW aid 
, , / ay ‘ , : . tectec 
‘ newly-remodeled studios at 1500 N. Flagler drive. station dramatize the of the cast among the regulars of 


| Measuring Families 


evi leading to the move, as well as the actual move, thus 1ett g ts the progr: to get the axe s ong- ° . 
aude ( m on vhat goes on I 1dé€ a station D Cc 1 Pr vO asks It a leal Another Minn Strike? 
’ 1 . al oO ine oO eaves e . 
Cot ' if tate ent what the 


by BMB of 





 t, € 
a ns ge of quarte as occasioned when the W Dept is , 4 ri ; . 
. , , “ ; a t al ( vi« ( 1 Zé : 
ac idged WJNO’s tower a fiving hazard to Morrison Field and ordered + > : P pure | easuring swered Dy Vinneapolis March 6 
it emova) Young show, eard Tuesdays at the tot ninteiiia il a ‘ s : 
§ i 1IOVa : ‘ } . } ‘ ie , ( erators inion has ser\y | 1e- 
8:30 p.m. on the Blue, has been a|.,, . Pa +1 ond V0 . ‘ Upe t - : ervea de 
al - a ee 7 - ho 3 ! 0 | € atviol Po hi any "a9 ’ . 
| “hot and cold” stint for several | three brought p by WNEW deci: mand on WDGY here for employ- 
Des Moines—A new novelty show,| Salt Lake City—The Wasatch Oj] | ™onths. Frank Cooper, who owns | jhere is a “definite bias” by setting a| Ment of control operators Ulti- 
*Stump Us Gals” a 15-minute musi-| Go. hag begun sponsorship of a Sun- the Young package, blames unsatis- | minimum figure of 50% returns from | ™matum states that the demand must 
cal has been opened during the noon | Reet Gumi take:' f ae ; tory laugh returns on the incon-/a]] families since larve! neome | be met in five days from time of 
; anes ; ay evening half-hour for a 52-wee , ; . : eae —_ . atte onl 
hour on KRNI Organist Dayse | ; os B a edietins ° ‘a istent material the comedian has | groups ill be  over-represented ice on pe nalt y of calling a strike 
Mae Gaylord and Sue Smith pianist, | run, Called “The Wasatch Show,”| peen handed, and reportedly will|The BMB reply states that “a mini- , @8ainst the station. 
play tunes requested by listeners! the program features show tunes of | permit the comic to write his own | mum return of 50‘ from any county Hitherto, the station. which uses 
and send theatre tickets to listeners | the Victor Herbert and Sigmund material for the coming Summer (| (or city) must be secured before re- eCO dings for the most part, has had 
suggesting songs they can’t remem-| Romberg type. Account was placed | cycle. dropping the present writing | sults are tabulated.” its controls handled by its announc- 
bei by Ad-Craftman of Salt Lake staff WNEW. ‘in its fourth point, says, ,| ers direct from transmitters, 
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a ra. 
' 
‘ene a = - . the fact that the newest, ge largest, | 
a 4 ols ieieviewers studio recently completed is poorly | 
laid out, lacking proper room. for | Follo “up C t 
. i 2 ’ rs | 
Radio Reviews To Find Out If Fi ht iplacing of a decently-sized set, and W ommen 
| g hampering the movements of tech- | 
—— = Continued from pares | nicians. f 
, ; 7 - 7h Shows Have Any C Show opened with a cute gimmick “Can You Top This” on NBC for 
Was hit, and hin self blinded. by a= dailies. with Dick Bell giving capsule a theatre marquee, lights blinking | Colgate last Sat. night (3) vot al 
shell on Christmas eve in Belgiun takes on the content, crediting ori- | Evervone seems to take it fo on and off. with a placard moving cotinntia Senator Ed For yen long 
an infantryman from Brooklyn who) git and in contror ersial issues §'V- | granted that televised boxing bouts along naming the cast. However, the “ pane vp Menpade bins 
Was si ot D\ an 88 “4 paratrooper Ing tne other sta e co mentary as are going to be like money in the names were printed in script, but had fellew Lamb Ward Wilson Sube- 
fron Indiana wounded by artille ell bank for sponsors and. telecasters | block letters should have been used | ding for him. Latter rang the bell 
crossfire Details of battle and of Mondav's (5 stanza pointed UD! gnee the medium attains its full | to give the billings greater clarity. | consistently With his ‘ags and 
wounds were exciting and moving omment on Nazi propaganda to the | geowth, but NBC is adopting a Mis- | Introduction by Blue announcer Wal- | rounded out a sock trio along with 
giving a personal touch to the va auth of Germany a6 ausinat deme Br _ Po = 2 - eiois aeabianen. (ie Herlihy explained that “On| regulars Harry Hershfield and Joe 
impersonal struggle overseas. Non-! ¢ratic principles promulgated to the | SOUR) ees ee ee ent ce ind Stage” is a Blue web radio show Laurie, Jr. 
chalant nanner Gls threw off the rmutl of America and othe tree K ee eee ana ort a e searching [On talented youngsters bi . 
se: and exploits was also grip-! think antries. Also discussion|™ WNSTs New Serk Sree ' ere Danton Walker and Billy Rose} «Han of Fame’s” 1 to-N.Y 
ping and effective Bro ) " i tra g.a ig mailed this week a comprehensi\ tabbed briefly before bringing on the gpa, vas Yr ed Sur (4) cone 
) . 1 ya ea x » oul irst act, Jimmy McColl, impression meh : niet ae . hder 
: ' , Beatrice |] lie emcee B ig 
' } sé 0 Db I ‘ ea Pon © | ( old SI ] itn 3 
“THE NEGRO IN THE WAR ' is Madison Squa Gara Army wht » appeared in both the prog albeit fa : ; 
ry . ‘ ADE it s Titties ( New 
With Max Johnson tandy = Dixon , , : ) i stene and » St \ Olas arena, Gil e lage and screen versions ol Phis I comedy writing wa rf] Art ; 
r . wit re j takeoff if “> wae ‘ SUaWw 
Fletcher Martin ¢ ‘ , Edba Ra ff Bo , SHNo oO ‘ ro e : ! McColl did a takeoff of , ono nou intel ~ 
talian radio station announce ; 
15 Mins.; Fri, (2) 7:15 p.m. (one shot Srains gs Herbert Marshall, Henry nv a a q | Wi ‘ 
Sustaining WAY BACK WHEN” Q _— Stephenson and Charles Boyer doing | come off. Jo Stak ae 
WARBC-CBS, N. ¥ With Jess Kirkpatrick ay lige i erels He is a nice act, DUE | ajo g clickes Pete | QO : 
Work of the Neg : Producer: Fred Levings CATO ye or a | ) place | at start of his sti ack ol mike co 
effort is so appa t to the obs nt Writer: Bill Fishe. tavern, restaurant, etc.), Trequenc ordinat on with sound made nim In : ; 
t} rea joesn't ds 15 Mins.: Tues., 8:15 p.m. (CWT ith which boxing bouts are tuned (a idible for several seconds. Not his Steve Ellis proved a able sub 
in special pro s But an a CHICAGO TIRE MARKET in, whether commercials have im- fault. | ; for sports writer Bill Corum Fri. (2) 
| The Ne I Wa WGN, Chicago pact and whether work of the an- Rose, in discussing television with night on the Gillette blow-by-blow 
i yvegro l é s . J . a e Pact ¢ . vr ai: : ’ . at “wi CCO t ) Ma ' : 
ak hk detint Secieiienss snar CO @ Robert Ka Associates) nouncers. Steve Bilia. Bob Stanton Walker, stated saat video will gee at aunt Be Mad on Square 
day (2). was still eminent { Altho " ) i program ¢ t} | BIL C a with eeay radio out of business, but will not | Garden, | Y., of the Ike Williams- 
‘ ak? amen wily tteeasne. if pee Bs n idk’ continuity > ai Corum meets with viewer |) it theatre attendance.” M ldegarde | Willie Joyce boxing bout aired via 
showed the Negro a . brave fighte stink § is more appeal a! d entertain- SpPt ova: Halliday’s chore anent a gal sélling | Mutual. Corum’s out of the untry 
al atriot But yeCaUS ts ° ed ent value thar anv a 15 sitens te Not stated but the questionnaires air curlers in a 10-cent store fell flat | on a special assignment for t) N.Y. 
the Negro going about s business t. Sho ) " nd orig- | Obviously are being distributed in an | on Its face Didn't draw a laugh | Journal-American and E! ill 
flyin lane " ) ‘ rd s ol time effort to place some sort of value on throughout the entire five or six min- on the punchcasts | return 
Ss s i ) » 1 Lie ) yitn ie rights to televise ) S | les B it Cyril Sn ith pepped th iss ( a - \ Do Dunphy Ell ee. 
) ) ) ] IN yatrick. of | boxir bouts in N. ¥ and the el p th his} ISSiNe ana con cal Gis twee! oundas comment probably 
ana . : . , 1 , La I i those undoubted! 1] se the info when “eter ges “yr * : cece i - ps : ' Br yk 7 Pox tsa “C Be Uy 
pa @) The ae 0 Th ! irs | prime, it Stands . ne . te te sion at yA a . 2S SWalis : . c V1dae Cnow!l OlUl ) ne 
these trving times instead of a crea yut for its nostalgic cha of bygone say pl lp : a en acsrng Walker and Rose, while the acts newcomer flashed a smoot! delivery 
t €& apart As General MacArt} iaVs , WHER CORMMEFCIS! ViCCO NALS BYP were being televised sat with the and demonstrated he knew what was 
said in } cabled message r ss ping studio audience, who were picked up | going on p in the rir 
is ) enti on b “ ; ‘lis Ope! 8 pr bad yan on teed off bv the cameras after each act his ; 
among the soldiers of co ana So ye TI = Da ' 4 ad toe the wee 3 et eee, ee ai “Books Brin Adventure” 
>< of avs iICcKe i rat | . > 1 i 2 ie ( s F d e t 
Program itself wasn’t complete) riginal Ted Lewis Orchestra: fol- 7 ° could not be used between times due 6 7 first ‘ar ve Pog 
ful t of {} Bath fai ps ‘npr teas P e evision eview to AFM ban. Show could have used | OF the rst large-scale projects by 
SUCCESSIt report of one of the over- | lowed with Maurice (¢ hevalier doing that musical shot-in-the-arm through. | the Junior League of America, co- 
seas Negro correspondents that of | “It's a Habit of Mine from his 1929 | out. Pearl Primus and her dancers | Operating with local units, in the 
Max Johnson of the Baltin ore Afro- | film, “Innocents in Paris,” and wound vaced their chore on the rhythmic | field of children’s radio. Aim of the 
An erican, speaking from Rome. be up witl the Helen Morgan disc, | “ON STAGE, EVERYBODY” | beat of tom-toms. This part ‘of the | series be ng turntabled on more 
ing blurred and unintelligible Randy |“*Why Was I Born?” adding up to a} (Blue Network) program was its highlight. Miss Pri- 'than 50 stations in the U. S. and 
Dixon of the Pittsbu gh Couriei re- |} swell trip down memory lane Sub- With Jimmy McColl, Hildegarde Seaak aa her crew vA ere on television three in Canada. is to present damae- 
port g from Paris, came i clearly equent programs will feature re- | Halliday, Cyril Smith, Pearl Pri- so when ‘nie nape without musical | tizations of better grade stories for 
tu describe work of Negro soldiers o cordings of Irene Bordoni, Moran and mus and dancers, Danton Walker, background However. they didn't children between nine and 12 years 
Western front and behind lines. | Mack, Bert Williams, Weber and | Billy Rose and Walter Herlihy mint Se incl of music. but rather | ot See, Tales selected by leading 
“ ’ Magee on “7 oing, i said: Fields and other favorites of the good | Supervisor: Paul Mowre) by shortcomings of the DuMont video | !!terary crities are localed in vari- 
theres no place like home and no | old days Director: Harvey Marlowe crew in televising their dances ous countries of the world, includ- 
place like America.” Fletcher Mar- Discs were neatly tied by Bill | Associates: Cyril Ambrister, Martin | Gatting was the same throughout, | i®$ England, Russia, Hungary, India, 
tin. of Louisville Defender, speaking Fishe continuilt wit! comments Andrews . kd te , Be [a Byrne port: Turkey and Canada Some have a 
fi Godman Field, Ky., described | delivered by Jess Kirkpatrick in his Writer: Charles Speer ioe ant dete but : bers a ypropr »| ve background, thous hot toe 
the work of the 477th Squadron at | usual excellent manne Two com- | 30 Mins.; Tues., 9 p.m. a he chase te “Miss Peis Ac- | Pro! ounced 
that base, the first and on! Negro | mercial ne after the first number | WABD-D - at ‘ y Miss mus , " . 
l an Neg! ials. one ; e firs el , -DuMont,. N. Y. : Re: . = ' Adventure” is an interesti: and 
ah Lae ; ’ , ‘ording to many video directors, Du é € sa g é 
_ parcment group in the Ail Force and another at the end of the show, While the Blue network inaugural Mont Reet rl not permit them to | comn endable radio effort. even if 
hh po bl 1 nese» a b18tt anni Of | were short and crisp Morg. show on DuMont’s WABD, N. Y., last speak directly to technical crews | It never approached a Crossley or 
ne estadlisnment ol i@ Negro pres - —— Tuesday (27) was one better | : } T , Hoope! rating equal to those of 
a a om tee Selle uesda: ai W< vhen yiloting a show They give pel ating jual u 
In A erica, and part of “Nation productions to be videoed on that out- | 4), ah. * { HuMont technical | juvenile commercial — cliff-hangers. 
Negro Newsnp;: . Week ’ Bror ‘ . oe “= ; , » . “i ee aa weir oraers Oa uu ! Crifiice . 1 ay ‘h pap . 
> . yapel eek on. Des Moines.—Betty Wells. director | let in months. it lacked the entertain- director, who in turn passes them on Trap Lines No broadeca last 
of Women's Affairs for KRNT, was| ment values Crary, a — to technicians Entire procedure veek o1 *aharhet pm oo on oe 
as : yne of seven wome: \vited to take |evenness of pace of the web's first try = ‘ , seirlte is any ' sponsored action-packed format, 
“WE SEE BY THE PAPERS” ; ym invite to take -s recone d seine ‘entinn Genuten an take s time and results In many p ol Written. stayed and sound-effecied 
With Dick Bel! art In @ discussion group, “A Career | at '* a e} eteapaattg shots being passed ove sten. ot , : \ rot 
. one . . Conference for Women” s aq | GE's WRGB in Schenectady | with zing and tension, this tale of 
e Mins.; 3 p.m., Mon. to Fri. “a J. Ww ‘ aaa | Fault apparently not only lay with | |} trapping by two lads of a wolf in 
Sustaining OY e Associated omen students -§- ‘ a Oe wae | bd rthern Ontari } ld kee tha 
' ; ‘ ithe piloting of the stanza by Harvey | Lab ( R d northern Ontario should keep é 
WLIB, N. Y. F nt the Univ. of Missour March 1 | Marlowe. but in the operation of the | or 0es on a 10 ears of youngsters close to the loud 
Phis stanza is a news digest culled | and 2. Title of the conference was cameras, microphones, lights, ete,, by ° speake 
=o items and editorials in N. Y Women Wanted.” the technicians at DuMont, as well as To Present Its Side ==... — - 
. —E Se rrr 
Hollywood, March 6 
aK * Labor's side will be explained to JOSEPH ENGELHARDT 
the general publie via radio under a 
the 1 publ d d 
plan whereby film unions and guilds And His 
are preparing to spend from $25,000 Manor House Orchestra 
to $50,000 annually on the airwaves. . 
v t lis- 
Move started with Moving Picture have become the wee ° 
Painters Local 644 proposing to take tened to musical program, 
° over the program of Sam alter, | according to all surveys, and 
4 y . P . . . . . . 
his is Helen Ha yes KFWB ee Other crafts | without a printed word of 
in the Conference of Studio Un- | ublicit 
+ ons are mulling the idea of P Ys 
ions are mulling @ idea of edu- 
cating the public to labor's side of pr ee 
. the story, to counteract the millions | 
The return of Helen Hayes to radio is an important event. Her use spent by employers in presenting 
their side of the picture. 
{ | °. . +’ | a : . ° a | 
ol this network's stage door is most gratifying to us, and already mnie —— | 
: San Antonio.—Pat White has been | 
, o.6 A a 7 : , tr 4 om whe ~ a 
7 her eflect upon critics is truly exciting. Witness these reactions... added to the news staff of KTSA. He Comedy 
: comes here from KWKH, Shreve- Author of tumaizy 
F . port, and replaces Eston Pace of 
KTSA who joined the Marines 
VARIETY LAPSES INTO STRAIGHT ENGLISH! + ee * 
“sé . . ° . 
By stepping into the new Mutual series, Miss Hayes 
has automatically become the First Actress of radio. 
oa ’ 
and iF YOU DON'T BELIEVE THAT... 
WINCHELL COINS A UNIQUE SPEECH-FIGUREI WF B L 1S THE 
. 
at : ,; , EADI TATION i ACUSE, N. Y. 
Helen Hayes new Mutual dramatic series proves agaia LEADING STATION in SYRACUSE, N. 
: y 
that when Helen rubs a seript with her talent the spell Well prove tt to you 
+ 
bindin ic of fine dr ay 
tie Rar 4 magi 0 ine drama appears. 
@ Select any modern-type survey. 
@ Choose whom you want to make if. 
We join the critics in welcoming Miss Hayes, and we congratulate @ Choose when you want it made... 
. . r , . >. ’ 
Textron, Ine..and their agency, the J. Walter Thompson Co., on their AND WE'LL PAY ALL THE CHARGES! 
; ; , SEE If you still don’t believe that WFBL is the top 
sponsorship of the actress every Sunday evening at 10:15, EWT. stotion in Syrecuse, New Verh, we'll giecty provice on 
P / . accurate, modern survey ... the way you went it... 
at our own expense! Absolutely no obligation on your 
art Write or wire, WFBL. Syracuse, N. Y. . . . OF 
eae » . ree and Peters, Inc., Notional Representatives. 
s is M tu l 
f| his is u a MEMBER BASIC NETWORK 
W F R | COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
Notional Representatives 
SYRACUSE N.Y FREE AND PETERS, INC. 
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Industry Eyeing 
Decish on WOW 


Omaha, March 6. | 

When the Nebraska Supreme court 
ordered cancellation last May of a 
15-year lease of WOW at $74,000 a 
year, did it invade the jurisdiction 
of the Federal Communications 
Commission? 

That was the question argued be-| 
fore the U. S. Supreme court last | 
week and the industry is watching| 
the results because of its effect as to 
limitations of FCC powers 

Suit was brought by Dr. Homer M. | 
Johnson of Lincoln, policyholder n| 
fhe Woodmen of the World, life in- 
which granted the 
formed 
1eaded by John 





enranc ociety 

tion lease to a company 
in 1942, WOW, Inc 
Gillin, Jr. Plantiff contended that 
the rental was “grossly inadequate” 
and asked nullification of the lease 
The suit was dismissed by District 
Judge Frank Dineen in Omaha, but} 
last spring the Nebraska 
eourt sustained Johnson's claim of 
“constructive fraud” and voided the 
lezse. 

James L. Fly, chief counsel for the 
WOW group, appearing in his first 


supreme 


private law case since re ning 
FCC head last fall, declare the 
Nebraska high court has, in effect, | 


nullified a transfer of the adio | 
license approved by FCC in 1942) 
when Fly was chairman. 
Fly said there was a questi 
to whether the commission will give 
rnother license to an insurance com- 


{ Yr) 
yr) 


He averred that a| 
authority tol] 


pany or a bank. 
state court has no 
nullify a license by removing prop- 
erty rights of a radio establishment 


‘JOE & MABEL’ SERIES 
READIED AS AIRER' 


The “Joe and Mabel” 
series by Sgt. Irving Gaynor Neiman 
is being readied as an air show by 
the author, with possibility it'll go 
on a summer replacement program. 
eported, too, that Proter & Gamble 
is interested in the radio adaptation 

Sgt. Neiman has just been tra) 
ferred from Vichy Air Field in 

















Dlinois to New York and is cur- | 

rently at work on both the air show 

and a new “Joe and Mabel” install- 

— ali * ron ? 
a ee 


Woods Seen | 


— Continued from page 31 =! | 





though LaRoche obviously was the 
head man. 

For a while it appeared Woods 
had been sidetracked as LaRoche 
started importing veepees and mak- 
ing other personnel changes, and it’s 
true that Woods until recently has 
remained mostly behind the scenes. 
Touted now, though, is a period of 
accented activity for him. 

It’s known that Bluesters outside 
of N. Y. have been restless and 
somewhat disturbed over business 
losses that followed in the*wake of 
Kobak’s exit. Woods, formerly 
Kobak’s running mate, is expected 
to alleviate some of this feeling by ! 
direct contact with those affected. | 

BBD&O Research 

Recenf transfer of the Blue's ad- 
vertising account from Geyer, Cor- 
nell & Newell to BBD&O is seen an- 
other move by the web to strengthen 
its position in a hurry. McCann- 
Erickson remained in the picture 
right up to the final decision, but 
was passed over in view of BBD&O's 
pledge to pitch in and do a hep re- 
search job for the network, some- 
thing it’s been needing for a long 
time. 

Research angle, of course, ties in 
With recent series of ads placed by 
the.web which drew protests from 
competitors claiming listener rating 


figures were not all they should have 
been. 


| 
| 
| 








LAWRENCE GOLDEN 


Thesp, Not 


BLAIR LEAVES BLUE 
FOR WHBG TOP BERTH 


Harrisburg, March 6. 
Wilbur Blair has resigned his posi- 
tion as night traffic mgr. of the Cen- 
tral Division of the Blue network, 


to become program and production 
mgr. for WHBG, Harrisburg’s new 
Blue station, which will go on the 
air in about a month. 

Blair, a former Harrisburger, is a | 
graduate of William Penn high | 
school, and was formerly a member | 





radio courses. 


Chicago, March 6. 

Eyebrows bounced here last 
week when it was learned that 
Armand Hunter, head of the far- 
famed Northwestern U. School 
of Radio, would play the lead 
in a 15-minute drama series over 
WJJD, sponsored by the Metro 
College of Drama, one of the 
many schools to spring up here 
in the past few months offering 


Hunter, who earns an honest 
dollar now and then as a radio e 
actor when he has time from his {7:15 p.m. Monday through 


Prof. 





Dick Tobin’s Blue Stanza 


Dick Tobin, recently hired by the 
|Blue as a news program producer 
and director, will take over the 7 to 


1 


Friday 


Less Talkie-Talkies, More Sock 
Spots Aim of Radio on 7th Boad Drive 


* Washington, March 6. 
More emotional appeals and short 
Spot announcements—and less orae- 
tion—will be the radio goa) for the 
Seventh War Loan drive. Aim was 
delineated here yesterday (Mon.) at 


opening of a two-day meeting of 











74s Fifth Avenue * New York 22, wv | | 











of the engineering and announcing| Northwestern duties, probably special events reports. state war loan publicity chairmen 
staff of WKBO, NBC and Mutual leoks upon the deal as just an- : ; | Le\ 4 ry lirec , , "OZ 
outlet here : al as just a Program tabbed “Headline, 9Y -EWIS Avery, director of broad- 
ii ° otner asslignme ¢ } a > ; car arcs y ; ; 
Se ee a a ys ot a case fF } tees off tonight ‘Wed.) and ast advertising for the National 
— where nes working mr ¢ ‘om- _ } 
| oy gee 7 = we n Mon.-Wed.-Fri. until] March! Ass'n of Broadcasters 
, } petitor which still has to gai) 1s ; _ 
KRNT’S LISTENING POST { 6 1en it goes cross-the-board. Slot told ¢} 
reputation. t} sied } , ' Avery old the pres; avgentry 
, “= Pom eh rrentliy occupied by pickups o : 
Des Moines, March 6. - — a ‘ E .. niefs that less than 1% of io 
Listening post for re ‘ f Blue -orrespondents ner and peri is 
zisteniny st receiving for- ¥ ; 
, ieee , 8 Biston.—Ray D. Scofield, formerly | abroad. stene pay attention to speeches 
eign broadcasts has been construct- 1 NBC Radio-Recording di We it] i 1 
> . N < 10O- Z Givision we resenti clearing afitll: : ‘ ins ovel t i 1e , 
ed by KRNT. Des Moines. under ad . ens aing a ® p € y earing r ) 9 vel e all vhile 40°; 
pk tae ogni as joined WCOP’s sales department. | so as to set up the stanza on a local ear baseball games. Obvious con- 
rection of Charles Quentin, engi- He was ‘ : i. r 
neering consultant € as the Army Signal Corps | cooperative sponsorship basis. Tobin | clusio that One spot announce- 
s « c . ‘ . ¥ ‘ . * ; ; ? } 
Senet for one year previous to his medical | will analyze news and also m.c. pick- | ment during a ballgame is worth 40 
‘ pecial programs analyzing the | discharge two years ago. ips of personalities who are involved | radio speeche: The emotional ap- 
propaganda will be broadcast under | Steve Brickley, out of the Army n the news when accessible to the | peal, he said, and special events are 
the direction of George Cremeens, | has joined the station’s engineering | microphone in this country or else- | also worth many times more than 
special events head of KRNT department. here. ‘hatter piece 
a a -_ seueeadnaammaaial SE 
—— — = eee a ——— 

















wo tom 


Drew Pearson 

Gloria Jean 

Three Suns 

Paul Brenner 

Mills Brothers 

Phil Brito 

Anita Ellis 

Tommy Dorsey 

The Sentimentalists 

Bill Darnell 

The Modernaires 
Johnny Morgan 

Monica Boyar 
Louis Prima and Orchestra 
Lily Ann Carroll 

Justine DuVal 

Fred Sayles 

Elton Britt 

Gus Steck and Orchestra 
Steck’s Bad Boys 


NEW JERSEY’S 























r WAS A GREAT SHOW FOR A GREAT CAUSE! We feel pretty sure 
- that every service man and gal would thank you entertainers 
for appearing in person on WAAT’s big two hour Red Cross 
broadcast on February 28th (8-10 PM). You sure did your part 
toward helping the 1945 Red Cross War Fund Drive get off to a 
grand start. Your efforts—and those of many, many others in the 
entertainment world—will mean vitally important comfort to plenty 
of fighting men and their families when they need the Red Cross. 


And not forgetting... 


; William N. Robson and Bourne Ruth- 
rauff of the American Red Cross; A. A. 
Adams, B.B.C.; and Local 802 Ameri- 
ean Federation of Musicians. Plus 
extra special thanks to Frank Dailey. 
Show written and produced by Lee 
Stewart of WAAT. 


Army Dramatization by 
Members of Army Air Force 

Red Cross Women 

North Jersey G. I.’s from 
European Theatre of Operations 

Nat Brusiloff and his Orchestra 

Earl Wilson 

Jerry Roberts 


Give more... Give now...to your Red Cross! 





FIRST RADIO STATION 

















































































f 10 VARIETY Wednesday, March 7, 1945 v 
4 | RAD : — ok 
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NY Inde Gets Fist = ‘VET REHABILITATION Ra 
al > ———— a ; 
| i | N. Y. Indie ets rir | . ‘Hitch-Hikers’ * { 
Beefs Rend Air | k we Lo eee SHOW FOR BL 
| | t Ace BBC | s 
] i ee | Crac a ce SC Al Continued from page 31 Bl ill ai t ‘ ? 
| we . a4 ee ue will air a veterans’ rehabili 
' —__——————————,_. Continued from page 32 ——E b B t h St os ‘ thi . ay a ? , 5 
i : C Waxed y. Tl 1S ars or aig bag — for the member | tation series of programs under the 
fo ‘BS > etition bv ‘esident of the Cowles stations, ana oe er Dy o vote on. . 
a fear by CBS of competition by presi er of th = “se — At the request of N. % indie, p ; ,|supervision of the Hollywood Vig. Fc 
theatre television, even though not!Ben Adler, of Blue Netwol! were ne British Broadcasting Board discussed the CIO-WHKC | C + : 
: , " th the } > ‘itis as oS ‘ 4 “Vv } > ot «weak ; 
expressiy stated. SMPI, on behalf! among those who declared that the tear po I ied 2 “British Show- | row which resulted in the station | _ ae radio tion: 
. ; . Jove + . j not 4 11 ) “pe orp. las recorae é S$ . ‘ , . a a g ‘s j 1a a . 
of the engineers of the motion pic-|broadcasters do not want io yore. War" dice for airing over that | being hauled up before FCC on CIO/and film toppers in the lead roles inite 
ture industry, wishes to submit to tampeded into television nd ne wera sive Mond (12) from 8 to charges. Subsequently the station|Hub Robinson, Jr. web's program Arn 
: ri : Y : F hioher defir ) ou » ce t naa - > wees . . , : " : 
the Commission that it does not feat illing to walt for hignhel 7 —o . announced it was throwing the code} v.p., is presently on the Coast mold. 0 
competition of television broadcast- vice in the ultra ns ai ane . S, ed ‘nusual. BBC has spent a; out the window and would give/ing details for the show. Ww 
1 ; ‘ P . hanes that r cky led he ft to Sertl} + | LUintletl, . >} . . : , ee c . 
ing but invites it. It is hop M Jansk} J i Oactge ols Be | several weeks in| labor more chance on the airwaves.| Program will teeoff on April 16 oc. rou! 
the televisio1 broadcas ing / \ . FM D ent ) sping ti 3 pen ut, despite The two resolutions adopted were cupying the Monday 10:30-] p.m ject, 
as the same attituae w Hea ae ; ae tanta mrad n will get its ini- | submitted by the Sales Managers/time slot Starting Mar 12 this bet’ 
SMPI tne o iril in ie int oun- | Executive Committe niche for four wee V e filled eral 
i | ) catchet! »\ i q irtel f i ws lect 
‘ , ’ . ouncement a 1 o vinnit ' ed Cor 
TS) ; P B i ’ I f } inst tine interest Ol rv Cl ( ring } ont ) red Pp 
A] | | { Lau radio liste ; enerailys yy tending ) the Nationa Cheat ( , > acu 
acl 
) y & l » ¢ if int ance mMTuUStLO ind whe 
me 13 Da Mivra | misunderstandi It > omme Te . Mal 
\ | R t} | icast thre then rut » . . 
at Pobert B | r Three Vacancies As om 
RR ea O ‘ and 
' ‘ \ e eso io suid curry ft r 
| n Crooks. | en. een Sore ae ee Tommy Taylor Goes ; 
‘ ) pa” , mec 
7 ol naka ¢h di ‘vailable to the web progran on one station o net to Tomn \ Taylor ivatureda s : yt con 
; Nort fo itial U. S. airu But, since plug his programs on other stations/ ype Blue network's “Sunny Side of the 
. A ila Wels - nM it the specii eque Of; ane ane ‘e] ; the Street morning sustaine he the 
WNEW, this station is being give Hugh M Felti rresident of ies , rac 
= 7 re hernggis ort \ E. H. Arn mg. f rf rst crack at ft progran Later| BMB, turned in his resignation as| worked with Ilene Woods, got that { 
Castil ru Uf ) . , { ’ ill be broadeast on other outlets | director-at-large for large stations,| word from Uncle Samuel this week Ha 
nt \ ffere to roughout t U. S. Ay and Canada. | because of his ne post, and re-! and bowed out. He also gave ip his heé 
‘ ha nn P 6 ‘ ee. Po 1 oa a : 
) - es for Sho ' ) j Fneland | ported hat 285 stations have already niche on “Gloon Dodge: WHN fee 
atole ) r " } ) \ i fin mn tot — . 1 her subscribed to the ‘rV1ce N \ morning show po! 
Board nominated following fo 
‘ _ ’ ‘ g 101 Tavlol Tatnet or ft oOo Vo rs as 
> ° Lol ¢ 1 ne 
A’. iso had to bow off a S un pu 
AFRA S a6 Vet Kitty vin 0 ate ymmercial for the Renial \ re hi 
For ’ > Station I Su rie ea ‘ 2 ; apse 
4 $+ are W | li lar< 6 4 r canes a W.t c J Paint Co. slated to tee ofl on the 
re ree ae ee 2 eo r ! V1 presental The Washington local of AFRA}| Y!© . was “ai oe aBlue Saturday (10) over 75 stations 
l il ha y Numa! terest , the « ( f ¢5 ggj| Leonard Reinsch WSB Atlanta , ' ne + ( 
mMnol { I ) UN : : : Sub lave not bdeen ( yet 
ne! ’ siou y 1 veterat wera fund lact-weel I. O. Maland, WHO. Des Moines; ori 
© 7 \ fte va , li ay we r Back. CBS newscaster an Paul W. Morency, WTIC. Hartford an 
Te r l lal . N « raf = a cei " . : : y . a “. 7 ‘ . : 
; ocated to FA ocal AFRA prexy, explained this i Mediu FO age Richard [eg Weinrott’s “Galahad = 
nro tr peri n p Hurry , Ree —— Shafto IS Columbia S et. ; 
purpose 1 line with the organization na pet ‘ , Ty ‘ ] y . 
Visual presentation theat tional policv to raise funds for re- r.-A, M. Craven, WOL, Washington: W ould ( ome Out of W est fir: 
througho yuntry and the . oy °° turning servicemen, supplementing | Robert E. Priebe, KRSC, Seattle; Chicago. March 6 lat 
world tute ‘5 ves . ar ae d ‘1. — "1 - , , ehT 
Ohio State Exhibition the provisions of the GI bill Clarence I. Ha _—— M IC N, Min- Les Weinrott. producer of “Amer- = 
L en challenged the CBS . TI e E CG kitty was rai ed at a neapolis: F M Doo ittle, W DR¢ 
o ) oye Se paliieate Entries Close March 15 lio carnival at the Statler hotel Hartford; George M. Burbach, KSD,) !c@ 38 Mme A . pea yine Ww 
wires. H ‘id telephone wire . recently It will be administered by St. Louis, type five-a-week trip show titled 
taBe . . . tay « . . 
not sultab or any type otf video Columbus, March © a special committee for the benetit Small _ stations Dietrich Dirks,| “Galahad.” carrying a  romantie 
and only coaxi cable of greate: Closing date for efitries in the) of al] local AFRA men who return KTRI Sioux City Frank Kling.” treme site » musical background 
width than any no i eX nth A rican exhibition of edu-! ¢y9m the armed forces | WMBR, Jacksonville: Clair R. Mc 
} s . ; , in ro Tu t¢ ‘hi eC ie a aick¢ n 
) rm tne Jodo ational radio, sponsored Db the | Collough, WGAL, Lancaste! Pa:: [wo t yp Ch agen . , 8 
Blue, Cowles, Oppose “Stampede” Ohio State U. Institute i Ed Dallas. In a special series of| Dale L. Taylor, WENY, Elmira;) for the program on a network basis 
While thei vere some demands tion by Radio is March 15. Exhibit | transcribed interviews, Texans are} Matthew H Bonebrake KOCY,) following an auditio { the first five 
for additional television channels in |! eing retained even though war| hearing first hand info on “Fighting | Oklahoma City, and Marshall Pen-| programs. Show will package at 
the lower frequencies, testimony | urgencies forced cancellation of the | Tegans” in France. Through Wick| sra, KRNR, Roseburg, Ore. around $3,000 
— yenerallyagreed that a limited num- | institute this year Fowler, war correspondent for the} a ee Weinrott also is handling the new 
be 1f 6 me. channels would do tt ‘' annual Bernays radio award! Dallas Morning News, interviews | Albany—Tip Corning. former CBS Quaker Oat shov “Thos Web- 
job until the ultra-high expe ent ils@ being continued despite the! with the Texas GI’s are aired each and freelance announcer, is now a | sters.’ vhicl replaced Brewster 
are completed. T. A. M. Craver ancellation week over WFAA Captain in the Marine Corp Boy.” 
—— ——— — ee ~~ a el - pa wa = — : —— 
; 
: 
i 
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ah CEDRIC ADAMS 
3 
: | In Tha MINNEAPOLIS STAR-JOURNAL 
“Seated quietly, proudly ot the 
ergen in the background, Papa Mur- 
tah, father of the three Murtch Sis- 
ters, watched his daughters rock o 
Radisson hotel Fiame Room audience 
® | into bursts of applause that the Flame 
Fy - 
f Room had never had before... Asa 
' floer show offering, they top any sis- 
i= ter act I've ever seen, and that in- Direction 
- | cludes the famed Andrews Sisters. WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
OE BSuxom, spirited, talented, the girls amen 
4 | = 
} | use special material prepared by Publ 
. © their father to give you 25 minutes of - bolt 
fast-moving, delicious singing—rol- ROSS ASSOCIATES 
aE licking, satirical, superbly delightful. 
) i if This Corner head « Seal of Ap- 
i } provel, we'd stamp it doubly on these 
j j ettegether charming young ladies.” 
2 
at P 7 
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Race Relations Among 
Service Returnees On 
WOV Post-Victory Sked 


Jack Stapp Back After 
ABSIE London Operation 


Jack Stapp, program manager of 
WSM, Nashville, who has been on 
leave to OWI Overseas Branch for 


Honest John 


Chicago, March 6. 
An all-time high in radio 
script perfection was reached 
here last week by Johnny Ne- 
blett and his “So The Story 


Visitors From French Radio Outfit 


Fe ch is Sathedecon eee 


Tell of ‘Underground’ Developments 


French radiomen, like that coun- grams. Some of those program tech- 


Goes” series, heard over WBBM. 


Fostering of amicable race rela- 
In the three years the show has 


é about 14 months, has just returned 
s among returned Gls is a def- 








tion to New York after a year in London. be . 
a ma “Ai — ; en on the air, a total of 936 oe ; . 
inite job for radio, according , to | In the British capital, Stapp was in stavies were  heendenei... with try’s journalists, poets and novelists, | Piques, as described by the two 
Arnold Hartley, program director for wens * special events for ABSIE, only one factual mistake show- |COMtinued functioning during the Frenchmen, are not particularly new 
aoa - : . S. Government's powerful : : Paes = ‘ ; |to Americans. The devices are simi 
N. Y.). He is planning a/ the I ing up in the scripts. : ‘di . evices are simi- 
wov | p pts. This was German occupation, according to the | jar to some used on better radio 


station which beams propaganda to 
the continent. 
Stapp is now heading up the guest 


when Neblett said that Ulysses 
| S. Grant was the youngest man 
to become President of the U.S. 


round table air discussion on sub- 


acai tien Wie ale first direct report on the subject|shows in this country during the 
ject, to start shortly alter -~m day, 


brought to New York Monday (5) by | /ast few years, with. emphasis upon 








between’ white and Negro GIs. Mod-| artist unit of OWI special events in Actually Theodore Roosevelt |7°PTesentatives of the French Na- | complete integration of voice, sound 
: 4 . S 4; , N ¢ ¢ « . ‘p.-)? . . . “ 
erator for the pow-wows will be se-| N. Y. under Stanley H. Silverman. was two months younger than | tional radio, “Radiodiffusion Fran-|@@ music. But the fact that the 
lected from the Army Medical | Grant when taking office caise. iFrench radiomen dey eloped those 
‘orns. with a psychiatrist preferred ° NI : Che men, here to study American | tecoMiques on their own, at great 
Corps, with a ps Si - — 3 Veblett olfice gets an a\ rag | ‘ _ . - 
Problem of adjustment will be Sandra Michael Back of 3,600 Ie tte ae ae aoe Drusress in radio and television id ard and often at the risk of their 
a letters each year from { tah}; " ; 
wwmntatio < atures . ‘ to establish oordination - r, | live vas applauded by Ar i 
acute, espe ially among re turn es After Montana Stay many of when cuca re . . coo dination bety ef i Pr udec by Amé rican 
who have seen action, Hartley feels x tion facts the stories ; , |¢smerican‘and French broadcasters, | *@@iomen who heard the Schaeffer- 
Many come back, he said, unable to Sandra Michael is back at her | pon. but each 1 tt : - ated are Pierre Garrigue and Pierre | Ga'rigue report. 
oy ‘ ee: . ‘me | Connecticut farm after s on hs | i : eee! repre Schaeffer a 
concentrate for any length of time, ( om . = aoe gme — on ith definite proof that the oo Sd The en announced that before 
and some come back embittered. 3 MON LANG ere sne went altel pts Neblett ea ont ecause radiomen in France met|the end of this month they will 
The Negro problem will be far the accident which cost her brothe) ies tes Sede Pe ac - together constantly, recorded <how arri e for auditioning about 1€ 
. : ate chae ‘ ‘ ad > i . » 6¢ for "Os - , , 
more severe. ( oupled with usual Peter Mi: npr also a radio w river thentic. ‘Or future broadcasts w henevel pos hours of recordings from France 
complications of returning soldiers, | his “ ft leg plese vations aa a farm; _ SE eee ae ae eee we and made aocumentary show which they brought with them. 
lfegro ex-GI will be faced with | Machine on his ranch. Peter is now of historic events, tl ‘ench clan-| T ‘<i : 
the Negro 3 ed ny! Secoe Senith a om eae the Fret ch clar Che visitors confirmed earlier re- 
the additional hurdles facing his) in New ork able to get around and R n k Ba k Sk d destine radio, “Radiodiffusion de la ports that French achievements i 
: ‘ Ta? Sharir ! la ~ c rements 
race, it's felt. about to be fitted for an artificial r 9 $ C 9 e S ome Nation Francaise,” was able to 80} 1050-line television image } - 
, : asa .050- ris mages, whi 
Unless this problem is tackled, | leg. . on the air five days before the Ger- | pi, ing great promise in tn fut on 
artley feels, some dire.social up-| Miss Michael is now writin a mans were out of Paris vf “- . a oes 
Hartle p g . have been confined to laboratory 
aval may result. Although he|/ novel. A third member of the writ- didi 8 Among the historic events waxed . eu : : 
heava g NBC is scheduling som } BE c events waxed | experimentation with, as#yet, ro 
. : . ° . 4 l S y ‘hance x I V . 7 . 
feels problem is of immediate im-|ing family is n London for the § some changes by the Frenchmen were the time 2 rns hed. 
eels | ' aim tie wae wee . vere the fighting | actual transmissions having been 
portance, he'll wait until V-E day, | OWI. ng Wal corresponadents.|on the barricades during the wee] ast slished 
; : a ‘ . : omplish : 
s such discussions usually divert Plans for the shifts have been for- preceding the liberatio: f Paris ' 
* y I gz t ol Pari . = 
public attention from the task at} WOULD EXEMPT RADIOITES "lated by William F. Brooks, General de Gaulle’s first visit to the 
and, to clinch the victory. . ; iree capital, and tl ntrance of t . 
hand, a ara eb’s head of news and special | ajjieq tr ang ae trance of Eileen Barton Off Berle Show 
; Aileda troops into aris 
Station managers, studio managers, | events, who got back to New York U In one of those “mutual agree- 
Columbus.—Howard Donahoe, who! n@wscasters and radio commenta-|last weekend after spending five} nderground Labs ments,” Eileen Barton checks off the 
originated the program “Uncle Jim| tors would be included in the group | weeks in London, Paris, and various During the four years of German, Milton Berle show after the March 
nd the Kiddies” has returned to Co-| exempt from jury duty, under the | other spots in the European Theatre | 0CCupation, the visitors said, French | 28 broadcast. 
é , I ee : 
lumbus as program director of|terms of a bill sponsored by As- | of Operations. technicians continued experimenting| Conflicting viewpoints over “too 
WCOL. “Uncle Jim’s” program was | semblyman Harry A. Reoux, of War- Brooks had an exciting time on both in radio and television, working | much script,” with Miss Barton re- 
first broadcast over WCAH in the|rensburg, chairman of the judiciary | his European visit, coming very |i®.underground laboratories. At the| portedly dissatisfied with her one- 
I : 


close to the front and finding him- | same time, writers were developing | shot vocal, reportedly brought about 

self at one time in a building being | special technicues for radio pro-: decish. 

shelled by the Germans. While 

he made two broadcasts 

himself, one from Paris and anothe: 
om Luxembourg. 


late 20's. committee in the Lower House. 
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| United Nations | 


———_ Continued from page 33 —— 66 ® 
has already covered a half dozen 
international conferences. For the 
Francisco show, however, both San |, 
| Francisco and New York offices of * a 


OWI Overseas have combined their 
forces to put over the bigest special 
events job ever. 

| Claude Buss, chief of the San 
Francisco OWI Overseas branch, has 
| put West Coast radio program direc- 
| tor Ken Fry in charge of the ‘event. 
Louis G. Cowan, East Coast head for 


” 


RED 


\ * 


Sarting ifs i year on NBC 


Thanks to: 


WILL €. GRANT---Crant Advertising, Ine. 
MARS, INC.---Makers of Milky Way Candy 





3 
$ 








| 
| 
3 | the U. S. agency, and Lawrence 
Be | Blochman, his radio program chief, 
| 


have worked out plans to supple- 
ment Fry's staff. 

Heads of foreign delegations will; 
be interviewed by the OWI foreign | 
language specialists, and many of| 
them will be waxed for special com- 
mentaries daily. These commentaries | 
will be aired to the speakers’ native! 
countries over OWI's’ short-wave} 
facilities. New York will send talks) 
| in at least 21 languages, while Frisco | 
| will cover in every Oriental tongue | 
as well as in English, Dutch and/ 
French, Indications are that an) 
average of 1,000 OWI spots a week’ 
| will originate from the San Francisco 
| conference, as long as it may last. 
OWl's East Coast will send over 17 
shortwave transmitters, and will 
service the overseas networks, which 
includes ABSIE in England, Radio 
Luxembourg and Radio Algiers. 

BBC will send Louise Ryerson, 
chief of its facilities bureau, to set 
up the technical essentials at San 
Francisco. When the conference gets 
under way, the British office will 
shift its Washington commentator. 
Anthony Wigan, and its special radio 
correspondent, Alistaire Cook, to 
Frisco for thorough coverage. Span- 
ish and Portuguese spots for BBC 
will be covered by the Coordinato1 
of Inter-American Affairs «CIAA) 

Wolfert Roberts, in general charge 
of radio for the New York office of | 
CIAA, and the outfit’s radio program 
director, John White, Jr., have made 
|; plans for broadcasting the proceed- 


Could be a super-heated poker; 





Could be a Communist in a 
Turkish Bath; 


Or Skelton with a fever; 





BUT, IT REALLY REFERS to Julie _ 
Benell's "Women Commandos", : 
daily strip that's put Okla- > 
homa women back of every engle 
in the war effort and won for 
her and WKY national awards 

for two successive years. 


from 


LEK SBGAL: 


Creator-Owner 











Programs Now Available: 
© “CHANCE OF A LAFF-TIME” 


| ings on all Latin-American beams. 
| Mario Delgado, head of the organ- © “LET’S TRY AGAIN” 
ization’s script department, and 
Demetrio Cabarga, will go to the e® “JOHN @. PUnBeL_ic* 
West Coast from New York. Up 


from Mexico City, where they have: © “FISH POND” 
been covering the Inter-American 
conference, will come  Spanish- 
language commentator Enrique Rod- 
riguez Fabregat, and Fernando deSa. 
Latter is in charge of special shows 
in Portuguese for the Brazilian 
shows. 








OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING CO. 
The Daily Oklehemen end Times The Fermer-Steckmen 
KVOR, Colerede Springs KLE, Denver (Affiliated Memt.) 
REPRESENTED NATIONALLY BY THE KATZ AGENCY, INC. 


Represented by: 
MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 


Dick Willis, beauty expert. tees off 
a series entitled “Here's Looking at 
You” on WNEW, N. Y., in the 9-9:15 
a.m. slot Mondays through Saturday 
j beginning March 12. 























ae ee 


—s| 


=m Wea 


| 








— 


68S ai ee 









oe ee ye 





u 


QRCHESTRAS—MUSIC 


Wednesday, March 7, 1913 





VARIETY 





Nidort | in Deal With Peppe-Kaye 
As Co-Mor.; Buys In On Music Cos. 


¢—<—<—<$$<_<__—_—_—_—__—_-_---——rrrr ree _ee 


Mike .Nidorf has signed an agree- 


ment with Jin 


1 Peppe and maestro N 50 h A ° 
Kave whereby he becomes Oscar traus t nni 


Sanimy 
g co-manager of the latter band and D SRO C r e ie 
the active head of a management raws . a Nn g 
agency that will eventually be ex 4 col en audience packed 
panded Nidorf who unexpected . ' Hall . — y night 
fy ee “as sean ; Carnegie fal N.Y Sunda! lig 

» of ( \ Co ? V Straus Ceievurare 
n Flo ! e@x ed t t (7 ee ‘The ) ‘ 
ee i Flo | i » l ravie . 
feal vy h Pe € 4 i Kave ( , 1 yoerettas 
pe : Peppe here ous p lal Chocolate 
iro : S ¢ erspersed s 
4 , , patie ~) \ 2g } 
a , F e late waltz king 
Mia lo Strauss J atte 

In addition to taking over a piece . Josep!) Licia gee ats and 
of the Kaye management and subse Francesco Valentino. of the Met 
quent properties that will be deve opera, were the top-drawer partici- 
pea Dd) the combination Nidort pants vho rounded out a propel 
bought out the bandleader’s interes re of ecilat 
n World and Republic Music Com- ‘Mesta Mericane me the ocom- 
panies whicl had been jointly poser’s son. Erwin Straus. was the 
owned by Kaye and Peppe Re sole peppiet lenarture fron the 
public is a Broadcast Music Inc., af strictly nostalgic 
Aliate and the other is aligned wit National Association for Advance 
he American Society of Composers, | ment of the Blind was beneficiary of 
Authors and Publishers Republi the neert 7 
recently completed a new deal wilt! 
BMI, as a result of which it is going 
into full-scale operation It re- 


Gabbe Wants to Hug 
N. Y.; Starts String 
Of Road Mgr. Moves 


manager of the Jim- | 


ported that since the Nidorf deal the 
headquarters of the two publishin 
houses will be o the Coast Nidort 
will spend most of his time in N. Y 
at Peppe’s current headquarters 
Since Nidorf left GAC and sold 
his stock in that company to Thomas Dick Gabbe 
G tockwell 
ported $65,000 
speculation as to what Nidorf 
do. There 


agency of his own 


presiaent, tor a re 


will give up 
traveling with the band at the con- 


my Dorsey orchestra, 
there has been wide 
would aes 
clusion of the outfit’s current stand 


nia hotel, N. Y. Ted 


were rumors of a talent 


; he was consider- | at the Pennsylva 








| Kenny 


‘Chas. Kenny in Final 


Plea for Rating Hike 


Charles Kenny, brother of N. Y¥. 
|Daily Mirror radio columnist Niek 
Kenny and eo-writer with him of a 


number of songs, appeared before 
the recent board meeting of the| 
American Society of Composers, | 


Authors and Publishers in a final ef- 
fort for a raise in olassification. 
“who's now BB previously 
had unsuccessfully appealed to the 
classification committee and the ap- 

peals board 
Kenny bases his plea on 
hat his brother has a higher rating 
He draws around $4,006 


ally on the double B rating. 


lock's For-Free 
‘ Idea Dropped Fast 


Block came up with an 
week that he ap arently 
dropped quickly after siiiling out 
various music publishers lock 
m.c. of the Chesterfield broadeast on ! 
NBC, formerly handled the same} 
chore on the sponsor’s CBS 
show. On the latter program three 
new and untried songs are played 
eat week, with listeners asked to 
elect the one they liked best 

Block devised an idea whereby the 
first 10,000 listeners voting for the 
song eventually selected as best of 
each week's trio would be given a 
copy of the song. He approached | 
several music ay ishers on the idea 
of supplying the copies, at the mint- 
imum cost to Chesterfield of paper 
and printing charges 

Publishers who were approached, 
and those who might haVe been, 
aughed at the idea. The i of giv- 
ing away free something from which 
they make their living was odd 


the faet 


Martin 


1 + 
idea last 


Same 








‘Pitts. Courler Drives 


i that firm’s eopynghts 


- 


Horace Heldt to Break Up His Band 
Due to Contract Dispute With MCA 





Los Angeles, March 
Horace Heidt goes out of the or. 
chestra business March 18, with the 
close of his current stand at the 


For Bland Memorial 7:20", bat!room near here. He 


notices to his entire 
Pittsburgh, March 6. | band. Reason for his move, the 
one of the| maestro declares, is difficulty with 
Musie Corporation of 4 
which he has been fighting fo some 
time. He has an action pendi: g 


—-—-- 


Pittsburgh Gourie: 


leading Negro newspapers, has nerica, 


launehed a drive to erect a memorial 


to James A Bland, the almost-} American Federation of MM Sets 
forgotten colored composer who Seeking release from his contract 

turhed oyt such songs as “Oh Dem Heidt's demand for a tei nation 
Golden Slippers 4h the Bvening| Of his contract with MCA is noy up 
By the Modhlight” and “Carry Me/| to the AFM executive board, with 9 
Bagk to Old Virginny.” Latter is the decision expected in about a month 


state of Virginia's official song Pact has two more years to a9. Band 
Courier refers to Bland ase the! leader asserts that he has had im. 
Stephen Foster of his race. proper representation by MCA and 
: has been forced to arrange mos of 


| 
| his own bookings. 
| Explaining the 
Unique Rebuttal In |} orchestra in his dismissal notice 
| Heidt declared “certain existing 
SRB Suit Challenged | conditions make it impossible to 
“ continue.” Understood he will re 
U.S. Copyright Laws 


sume his baton career when the 
current hie: 

Stephen Widenski, lened 

Stephen's @afe, Pawtucket, R. I., In 


break-up of the 


problems are stra 


operator Of | out 


| effect, has challenged the W. 8. copy- 


right aa 7 a a suit — Tinturin, Martin Suit 
him by 1apirg-Bernstein for in- | . 
Halted; Deal Pending 


fringement of “Sweet Sue,” one of 
Los Angeles, March 6 


Stephens was | 
ohai gd with using the song in his} 

porte = Rats without proper Peter Tinturin stayed his $167,400 

suit against Freddy Martin through a 

compromise arranged by attorneys 


license, and in an appeal to the cir- 
for both sides Agreement is that 


out eourt of appeals from a Federal 

court decision fh Shapiro's fevor, he 

claimed that the court did not neve Martin will record two cf Tinturin’s 

the right to fing him $250 for the | tunes for RCA-Victor and give both 
ASGAP | a reasonable amount of air plugging. 


infringement when an 


Tinturin is 











ing an offer from Music Corp. of; Alabaster, road manager with Jerry | enough but to give free copies of license for the Pil ilgge to perform | Meanwhile, making @ 
America to act as an artist-relations| Wald, will join Dorsey in that) »iucie in these times. when paper | the song costs oply § 0 a year. It, deal to have the tunes published 
man, and there was talk of his going | capacity leaving Gabbe free to and printing are at a premium, was was a unique re ruttal in a case of Clause in the agreement provides 
into business with George (Bullets) | spend all his time in N. Y rane acer or thig lind that RCA will decide whether or not 
Durgom, manager of Andy Russell, Jack Archer joins Wald in Al- ; hapiro originally filed suit | to release the record and that Martin 
Se Stafford, etc. He ti asid to have| abester’s glace along with his wile! AP N d b WLB againét Widenski in 1941. It was will be relieved of furthei respon- 
bought out 50° of the interest by; Billie Rogers, who becomes Wald’s ASC ixe y tried ig 1948. and in March, 1944, | sibility in case the disc company de- 
Durgom and Bob Moss, his partner,| vocalist. Latter recently gave up her} Bonuses and salary increases voted | Judge , Hardigan decided the| cides the sides are not worthy of 
jn these two artists It’s uncon-, band, which was being managed by | to American Soeiety of Gomposers, | case im Shapiro's favor t was ap-| release. 
firmed, however. But nowhere was; Archer, who only last week joined! Authors and Publishers executives pealed to the higher couyt, which — 
there even a whisper of a deal with!) T. B. Harms music company as a/and employees by the board of di-|last week overrulgd Widenski’s| Art Kahn, radio musical d wee 
Peppe. He again took the business! contact man He leaves that spot | rectors last December were rejected | argument with the U. §. copyright | opening a voice-coaching studio I 
by surprise now, of course | recently by the War Labor Board. |laWw and upheld the original decision. | Los Angeles. 
a a ne a ——— | 
Pr>, ° x 
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Sung for the first time by JOHNNY JOHNSTON 
on Chesterfield’s ‘‘Musie That Satisfies” program. 
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tyric by JOHNNY MERCER © Music by DAVID RAKSIN 


‘The hauntingly, beautiful theme melody from the 20th Century - Fox 


fictare succeeds “LAURA” 
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AGCYS. BURN AT ‘GUEST RACKET” 





AFM Held ‘100% Cooperative 
In Adjudicating Curfew Pay Snags 


Federation of Musicians, 
nightclub and hotel, 





Americal 


' ding to ‘red . Aho ‘ 

eas S aeiail vith musie, since the | FY dy Martin ( 0. 

beginning of the curfew last week | Closes N. 7. Offices 

has han ee ere et Maestro Music, owned by interests 

— beth a ‘Seat - Byrnes’ P w _| headed by bandleader Freddy Mar- 

few action. Details of the numerous | %™ Rag temporarily closed ite office 
vases brought to the union for ad- -_ N. Y. and gone on the inactive 

judication ire too numerous to men- | te i wernt ayexenes 

tion, but the case of the Cafe Zanzi- atte olnce pngnes during the 

par, N. Y., is an example. past couple months, and they have 
ses a ee Sen Moward | not been replaced Paul Barry. who 
Zani gid ov ™ Phe _| was professional manager, is now 

and Carl Erbe, sought to cut Louis} . i+, Mayfair Music 

Armstrong's musicians $19 each since | Maestro’s headquarters is on the 

the job had been cut from three Coast 

sessions to twe. Men were reluctant 

and the case went to the national 

office, which decided the salary of 

ws suit seve roan shot |DOFSeys to Team 

$22 apiece Other cases are similal 

and all buyers and agencies agree 

that the AFM’s cooperation has bee) > ° 

10 OF UICh DISCINE 
With the ivst full week of the , 

eurfew completed last Saturday (3) p 

it has been determined that, while 

N.Y ght clubs have been hit badly Armstrong in Solo 

name band hotel rooms have not 

guffered nearly as much Cove! Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey's or- 

charges in the majority of rooms chestras will be combined sometime 

have been maintained, though gross during the next few weeks for re- 

nenee wot b eeeene” due a ig cording purposes Two outfits il] 

SuUT Wes period of ume for spending | make V-Discs together in N. Y.. us 

Latter figures are difficult to obta n ling spec ially tailored arrangements 

for accurate comparisons, but its written for the combined instrumen- 

claimed by those who should know | tation 

that the drop hasnt been too bad Added to the two bands, as a solo- 
Biltmore vith Eddy Rogers’ band ; ist, will be Louis Armstrong, whose 

and an ice show, is the only one even | pand is now at the Cafe Zanzibar 

contemplating closing It's still not N.Y 

definite One of Tommy Dorsey's arrangers 
Hardest hit, according to the Va- is making the orchestrations. for the 

‘riety Bands at the voxoffice tabula- | date, which will exclude only T.D.’s 

tions of N.Y. hostelries, is the Penn- | fiddles. There will be about 40 men 

sylvanii here Jimmy  Dorsey’s | involved in all Bands have been 

covers dropped from 3,425 before the | combined before, as stunts on un- 

curfew to 2,725 during the first week | usual accasions, but rarely, if ever, 

of the rule This was due, it’s! have two been dovetailed with reg- 

thought, to the lack of turnover.! ular arrangements laid out for them 

especially on weekends, when the 

room is jammed With such short . 

Sot ASCAP Withd 

spot to another, so prevent turnove i raws 

That's indicated by the 641-covei 


total the past Saturday (3) as against 
813 the prior Saturday. Even 
Dorsey is doing better biz than most 
bands that preceded him. 


sO, | 


Juke Test Suits 


Other spots held their own.|, Test suits filed in the summer of 
Tommy Dorsey just about equalled | 1943 by the American Society of 
his previous week's take from the 400 | Composers, Authors and Publishers 
Club. New Yorker, with . Jerry Wald, | against establishments employing 
surpassed the previous week's cov- coin machines are being withdrawn. 
ers by 75. Of course. most spots | Suits alleging infringement of 
lowered the time at which covers|ASCAP material via performance 
are slapped on checks. Whereas, the | without proper license. were filed on 


charge formerly was effective at 10 | the grounds that the spots involved 


Pm. it now goes on at 9:30-and|had formerly employed live music | 
earlier. At the 400 it applies.after | and had ASCAP licenses, which were 
6:30 p.m. \dropped when the musicians were 
Frank Dailey’s Terrace Room,| let 80 and coin machines sub- 
Newark, with Louis Prima, had’ its | stituted. 
Second best Saturday +3) the room Withdrawal of the suits is assert- 
ever experienced It's full week was | edly based on the Society's desire to 
commensurate with pre-curfew biz attack the situation from a difler- 
/ent angle. Spots sued were Donohue’s 
Chi Has AFM Trouble |Bar and Grill and New Westport 
Chicago, March 6 Cafe, both in N. Y., and Marco: 
Battle between cafe owners and| Cafe and Otto Winkleman, an oper- 
American Federation of Musicians! ator, both of New Rochelle, N. Y 
local over problem of wage reduc- |JIn the first two cases it was, charged 
tions is on here, as result of curfew. | the Edwin H. Morris song, “I've 
Operators are claiming Byrnes’ order | Heard That Song Before.” and Wit- 
invalidates existing contracts and|mark’s “Please Think of Me * had 
that an opinion to that effect was | been played from recording without 
Obtained from Hugh Cox, assistant permission or license 
Us solicitor general. by reps o 
Chi Cafe Owners Assn.. who trekked | PAXTON MOVES FROM 
to Washington last week to regisiet 
complaints on how curfew is affect- N. Yy 
ing business PAR T0 CAPITOL, ; 
An appeal was made to Jame oe George Paxton’s orchestl 
ee AFM prexy, by COA im- originally booked into the win 
ediatels ) ‘oti: Jecatinr ‘ P53 a 
from + m a min tien, de _— en) mount for its first B oadway ea- 
capital, asking that musi- tre date. has been switched to é 
. take au pay cut, since they will Capitol. It opens at that house ¢ . 
weed ae : tr ; nen, s WAS | Anril 26 or May 3 | : 
{ . Will Gemand that niteries Paxton had been = s« to he 
@cvance starting hours for bands, Paramount week of March 28, but 
with COA voting at their meeting to that period was taken over by 
dischargé musicians if Petrillo an-| Benny Goodman's ne band Par 
swers that union won't compromise! wanted to set Paxton back. but he 
contracts, | desired a Broadway theatre shot! 
prior to his opening at the Pennsyl- 
N - vania hotel, N.Y.. early in June 
P sader last week dropped the four 
Y. to Rio; Wally Downey Ss bt from his band, sare at the 


Wally Downey has gone to Rio ec | Lincoln hotel, N.Y. Move was to cut 


Janeiro by plane on business. Will! down costs during the curfew. They 
be zone six or seven weeks. will be returned to the band, along 
The music man represents ASCAP | with two French horns, before the 


and has his own U. S. agency. Cap date. 


,% 
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NAMES BILLEL 
BUT NEVER 











Highest N. Y. State Court Holds 


ASCAP Corps. Not Directors’ Keepers 





— a} The Court of Anpeals, N. ¥. State's 
Practice of small jive ibs on 2 ’ highest, has absolved ASCAP’s gor- 
ve > 4 ' bed 
82d street, N. Y., In advertising ap- Ameri an Music Mete porate members having representa- 
pearances of name leaders and side- Set for Paris in June | tives on the Society's board of direc. 
men as “guest stars”—often without An American music festival, held|torgs from all liability for the acts 
pe sS10n 8S proving a thor: ie ndet joint PPOUSULEIND of he of such directors This determinatior 
. ‘ : French government and Office of = = : 
Sides of bo g agencies. F< s0ME | war Informatio vill be given in vas made in the action of Gem Musie 
a's spots have been.,employ- | Paris in June. Aare Copland will} Corp. and Denton & Haskins Corp. 
ng a “guest” policy on nighis their | direct the event, w Leonard Ber: against ASCAP. its officers d di- 
regular musicians are off, without | Stein as chief conductor. rectors, and all corporate members 
disturbing enyone. but éf late they Purpose is to acquaint French having representatives ipon_ the 
' ‘ s Fe cs “ | people with development of Ameri- board. 
have been employing tactics that | can music since 1939 int 
have agencies on the verge of apply The appeal was argued by Louis D. 
et hie Frohlich, of Schwartz & Frohlich. on 
ng for union relief behalf of certain corporate defend- 
Guest acket Pa a mum ries ants, and by Leopold Bleich of 
methods of op l on Julian T. Abeles’ office on behalf of 
ally p 1 le ‘ ‘ - . P others. Loew’s and other motion pic- 
gnt ¢ perior ) ture companies, with music publish- 
ia aw, famed’ “none _ Diino At g subsidiary ASCAP members, had 
wit} he clubs iiso. frie aenceeq concern that such subsidi- 
the clubs, also friendly with ries, and in turn the parent motion 
leaders and musicians, will : - ASCAPF picture companies, might be liable 
handedly invite one of the latte ee um for acts of the ASCAP board. It was 
ext Monday” for a drink. Most of for this reason that Abeles, in his 
se vited accept the invitations : representation of Loew's music com- 
without much thought of fulfilling Claimi: as : ee eee 6 : | panies, had separately appeared and 
en As soon as they say okay, | eee ‘ was overcharged, | argued j inteer f the mot 
however, the otubs go ahead and ad- Maurice Cohen, general manager of ps th ods ee 
vertise them in daily papers and out- the Palladium Ballroom here, has; ,.. ie - : Pe 
ier tahli thes Fp om | demanded a reduction of the $3,000 rhe complaint alleged hat 
= 1+ eee is appearing annual music rights fee Lewied ™ ASCAP’s directors and officers had 
’ Paps pee on threw Loults Jo the American Society of Compose! se why Fay oy gene pas 
dans recent Paramount theatre, | eon ay dingo ne ge aie mn ee fe | defendants havin ; re ctiienibdivede 
N. Y., date in jeopardy. Club her- ques for a refund, Cohen contends | upon ASCAP’s tet ‘eau account 
alded his appearance and when his | his ballroom is in the same general | to plaintiffs and ASCAP tor the loss 
agency, General Amus Corp., classification Bie the Aragon ane land damage sustained through suck 
checked him on it, pointing out that ceMmOn ie nacage when — aS= | alleged acts The alleged liability of 
Pa contracts Lorpla concurrent sessed only $2,200, NACE recently Suc h corporate defendants one ) ‘edi- 
playdates, he asserted he knew noth- ean ee ee cated upon an ASCAP article of as- 
ing of the situation, Advised by wire | Cohen OE ee a sociation that “each publishet mem- 
he wruldn’ sapent, the club new | ANCAP increase In the Palladiua’s| Mt, i copecmardslp, sim 
that night he would be there. On fee with the understanding that | with the *Secretary of th Societ 
7 Wwas necessary In compliance with . ‘ «atten eet. : ne society, 
anothe Pergo ee meh a the terms of the consent decree and from oo eo ge the name of a 
advertised ; wo different clubs tl! ; , | persor she 
ps perso aint hn was at the Lin- y keeping with the Society's" na- | its representative eames on 
coln hotel, N. Y vith his band. tional standardization pouey. —— all purposes. ; 
> a, : ‘nee Phen | then, he says, he has learned that} 
3enny Carter got into a similar sit- the Chicago ballrooms were taxed| Plaintiffs contended that by virtue 
uation Threatening suit against the | $2.200. He calls it “discrimination in | of such article every act of a repre- 
spots doesn’t seem to disturb them | prices between licensees similarly | sentative of a corporate defendant 
‘ Another developing headache for | situated,” and wants a refund of /asa director of the Society was ger- 
agencies is the unlawful use of pic- | ¢gq0 formed on behalf of such corporate 
ture of name personalities in ads | defendant. Justice Benedict D. 
for obscure one-nighters. GAC has | | Dineen, in N. Y. supreme court, had 
a placard advertising the King | | granted the motions of ihe corporate 


“Coleman” Trio for a recent date in 


the N. Y. area, ad actually using a 
photo of Cole, although he was not 
|booked. Another recent case in-| 
volved an advertisement of Benny 
;Carter in Trenton, N. J., this time 
fusing the right name and right pic- 
ture. He also was not booked. 
Question If Curfew , 

| 


Nixes Bands Rehearsing 


After the Midnite Foldo 


oO | 


s a difference of opinion 
among ee el and ae owners as 
the literal translation of the mid- 
night curfew ruling. During the first 
week of the clamp, both the Lincoln 
hotel and Cafe Zanzibar refused per- 
mission to George Paxton'’s and 
Louis Armstrong's bands to rehearse 
after the job, that is, after midnight. | 
Other spots have been, allowing it, 
especially in hotels, since there is no 
heat problem involved 

Bandleaders being prevented from 
rehearsing after midnight are 
squawking biiterly. They mut re 
| se ori materia d the 1 
practice | en to do it in 1¢ e€ 
ra) h low n - 
yroken time off If one 

ernoon, the ! yreak i 
thai’ dar a 

0’Connor in Hospital 

Johnny O'Ce ol ‘ ‘ 
Wal pg. Jonni Lo i Art 
Mooney. is in St. Vincent's hospital! 
N. Y wit a bad throat co ate) 
His condition is reported fai: 

O'Connor is a membe! if 
American Society of Compose 
Authors and Publishers board of dl- 
rectors and president of the Musik 


Publishers Contact Employees Union 


Twins orch signed a 


MeFarland 
fement contract 
Corp. last week. 


" with 


anager 


| Amus, 


General 


| defendants, dismissing the complaint 
as against them. The Appellate Di- 
vision reversed Justice Dineen’s 
order upon the ground that such 
article made the corporate defend- 


James Severing 
Grand Music Tie? 


jants liable for the alleged acts of 
mi : their designated representatives on 

Harry James has notified Grand | . . ~ 
Music Co., operated by George jthe ASCAP board. The Court of Ap- 


peals reversed the Appellate Divi- 
sion and reinstated Justice Dineen’s 
order dismissing the complaint as 
against said defendants, saying: 
“None of the corporate defendants 
had power to appoint a representa- 


that his association 
with that firm will be discontinued 
at the expiration of 90 days. James’ 
cancellation of a deal that brings 
him a minimum of $25,000 annually 


Weiner in N.Y. 


is > bas on a desire by . 
is said to be based on : — y jtive on the board of directors of 
him to set up a music publishing | directars of ASCAP On the con- 
_ firm of his own. It has been rumored | ,,. under ASCAP’s articles of as 
ntly at he was making a deal | _ ’ iat a! 
} ae ae igo — Ror th -t a ; sociation, a director could be nomi- 
if} ( orris l avs een 
with ue tl ve hry " nated only by a committee of the 
i I ste ] } " 
— non y : ie silieail j board and could be elected oniy by 
einer fiat y denies recelvi 1B | the general membership of ASCAP. 
James’ cancellation notice. He says yoreover, no director of ASCAP de- 
hic agreeme “ James ns until |. : . “a 
| hi agreement vith Jam ' ! : . . rived any authority from any of the 
peter Py: which is just about ee corporate defendants. On the cone 
montis 170m now = ‘trary again, the power of complete 
James’ deal with Weiner elicited |, navement of ASCAP’s affairs was 
vide comment in the music rece vested in its directors bv its articles 
when it was made last year. With- | 4¢ association.” 
out posting any cash Investment, he | Thi decisi 
1 » P ‘ . ‘ is PCISION emoves any ques- 
was literally handed a piece of the!., , setae? . 
“ and vu ranteed an nual is tion of the liability of the corporate 
i ' a i € a Ua ne 
ied of $95 000 members of ASCAP for the acts of 
com 2), . P 
their representatives as directors 
’ There remains for determination in 
HAMPTON’S SENSASH —"neseron’tnsetgaiation 
vidual liability of the officers -and 
14, R98 NET IN CHl lirectors of the Society for such al- 
eged acts 
L 0 Hi: mp ton’ s orci 
wtedly took total of $14.898 out! e ; 
hte Gowns: tain: Chae Jazz in Detroit 
the yeet ci . Phu aa Detroit. March 6 
1). p rohiv the } est nount of Ja / concerts are now compe Bik 
was eve ‘ ed b a colored ith Jong-hair concerts here. Bi 
, d fe one week of theatre work Randle, a local fancier of jazz musie, 
a ) ic A x ) nNeacre Vol ° “ 
ta ; has launched a series of cencerte 
Hampton was if on @ 30-50 split, and | featuring top musicians 
to reach a gross of just under $30.000/ For the next concert. Randle has 
he did eight shows Sunday, Feb. 25.| taken over the Lafayette theatre the 
He VaS couple d° to the filn hil night of March 11, to present Meade 
Beautiful (Lux) Lewis, boogie-woogie pianist, 
Previous week, Hampton's orches- | Sidney Bechet, soprano sax, Johnny 
ra played the Paradise, Detroit,; Guarnieri, pianist; the George Rose 
running up a total gross of just} quartet and the Willie Anderson- 
under $26,000. This is exelusive of |Gordon Sullivan Dixieland Jase 
‘tax, as is the above Chicago figure. | Band. 
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9! Briti Sellers. ' 
_ British Best rs 
| ands a aie Ss , 
# 4 - + (Week Ending Feb. 15> 
London, Feb, 15. baw err Cc ek Gebedcaste bey vort wee 
(Presented herewtth as a weekly tabutation. ts the estrmated cover | Ever Go to Ireland. .Cinephonic Bands playing Coca-Cola broadcasts Im various parts of the country 
. . ° 4 ’ S . a . S . . , 
{ charge Sumses: Seng Gone Op name bands im various eu ros i give | Trolley Song ae sinee the string started five nights weekly almost two and a half years 
i Dinner business 7 1@ pm) not rated Figures afier name o vote giv Chocolate Soldier U.S, A...Dash | ago, have missed only three broadcasts in all that time. Coca-Cola keeps 
q room capacity and cover charge Larcer amount desianates weekend ana | Shine Harvest Moon..F.-D. & H. i ‘iptions ef complete programs on hand at WJZ. N. Y¥ ; 
. holiday price. Compilation is besed on period from Mewdey te Saturdau) | nosethe Connelly | SMRSEEIPTIONS 65. Som 98 P 8 = om a » N. X. the Blue net 
Covers Fetal oe ae , cas eae +  |home base, in case of difficulties. These are made by name com} ‘ 
Were PB a cesere? Irish Lullaby .........Chappell apres » : ame combos and 
Se apeer bhetet mv oat Geek Ovete!| Time Waits No One Feldman paid for at regular rates that the bands that make them usually vet for 3 
ed eine 7 e+. 9) 3 875 7.125 | owe ome . " . 
; Hal Aloma -++ Lex ~ +300 eS) 3D! , 1 : me pd Tico Tico .... Latin-America coke shot. They are used only once, then discarded 
Jerry Wald*..... New Yorker (40), $1-$1.50)......... 975 2. we ‘ , ah , , : 
+ Sig on enviar |i 1) $1 S130) ' 9795 94975 eta Sg a Dolly.. perro While only three shows have been missed for various reasons, there 
Wn" s0VSe e iS ne ‘ ‘ ° eee 7) = mB be Feta a » i ac ° ally \ 
: aa E Lt ue Eyes.. .. Connelly z : 
Leo Reismal _. Walduri 550 $2 Nee 14 > 975 37.150 : | have G2en numerous close calls. D'Arcy agency, which handles the ace 
Georse Pax.on...I.ineo! 275. $¥-4% e« ~ <@ Leo 2.800) count, now bars flying to origination points. All approaches to broadcasts 
Gu Lombare Poosevelt «400 e 2} 7 Ato a" * 150 @0 395 f . i S d () R dio mus axa t tr) f he erha oF . > ana: 
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° Asteraks mdicete @ supporting tle vew Yorker Biumore. have Ryshts to ‘Blossom Time 
ice shows Leximgio Haweiia oe Suit ateine th “© broad Band and music people who kno oi: the situation have been annoved 
“BI no end bv the action of a Hollywood civilian agent who comp! to the 
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{ ' tant ; » B the past few years, temporarily stepoed out of the business recently during 
Custo rs here not vet accustome: ) eal r hot wen resultant G°~D which plaintiff made with Feist in : ' . 3 7 
. , la trip to Florida with a band While playing at a spot there the cuy sot 
to 4.900 1919 for publishing musical num- | i + " of the evening wo 530 
. . ° ” * ’ Pint i OIL ce game an n tne course ¢€ ‘e 4 aro = ) 
Ted Weems (Boulevard Ro Steve hotel: 650; S5-33.50 min.). Despite  p, ind mechanical rights to the l »,a DIS al Ra e and | € g On around 53.000 
. ' f ht ‘at total 6.500 tta did not include radio right plus a six months’ free lease On a 65-room house formerly beloncing to a 
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tionally know society figure. With the lease went all the traopir mn- 
Karceza owne of the operetta 
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} *1? et US cho as ‘ " : . ‘ 
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whe the curt ernme. Maintaining its 4500 stancit ranted Feist the exclusive right 
Joe Reichman (Biltmore: 900: S$I-81.50) Roo holding its draw of to publish the musical numbers oft RCA-Victor recently picked up four new artists for its Red Seal class- 
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reproduction of the music. At-that| N. ¥.: Mafgaret Harshaw, also with the Met, and Robert Merrill, were 
. . time redio broadcasting was wu! taken on along with the Argentine violinist, Ricardo Odgoposoil 
Location Jobs Not m Hotels known, hence Karezag claims these Merrill. a baritone discovered at Grossinger’s, Catskill, N. Y., vacation- 
¥ rights were not included. spot, is now on the Blue network. He's managed by Moe Gale, who picked 
2 - A os ’ + Feist, the complaint further | him up at the spot 
Gav Clarit e (Chez Paree: 650: $3-$2.50) min.). Always a late spot is charges, without consent or know! Fae ee 
place liv feeling the bar sla Zoevo Moaste'-Dolores Grey bill play- edoe f ft} ; 1ade asrees- ; es 
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‘The new hit score from the 
M-G-m miadical “ANCHORS AWEIGH" 


peaturing FRANK SINATRA 


Firat Netroduetion Wed. March tt 


CUCL C.B. S. by SINATRA 


nettle 








Lyric eo iniee sa © Music by sue ‘STYNE 
_ Recorded by FRANK SINATRA — Columbia 


WHAT MAKES THE SUNSET? 


Lyric by SAMMY CAHN © Music by JULE STYNE 


Recorded by FRANK SINATRA — Columbia 


THE CHARM OF YOU. 


Lyric by SAMMY CAHN © Music by JULE STYNE 


Recorded by FRANK SINATRA — Columbia 


| FALL IN LOVE TOO EASILY 


Lyric by SAMMY CAHN ©. Music by JULE STYNE 


Recorded by FRANK SINATRA — Columbia 


WE HATE TO LEAVE 


Lyric by SAMMY CAHN ¢ Music by JULE STYNE 


THE WORRY SONG 


Lyric by RALPH FREED * Music by SAMMY FAIN 


ie 
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NBC, CBS. Biue, Mutual Plugs 


Following is list of the moot olaned 
week beginning Monday and through 
to |! am. List revresents the jivst a 
order (in some cases there cre ties. 
compilations embrace the NBC. CBS. 
sented by WEAF, WABC, WJZ and 
provided by Accurate Reporting Ser 
music publishing industry 


~~) 


nova tu: ws ou the nu 


Sunday, Feb. 26-March 4, from 5 p.m 


accounting for a longer list) 
Biue and Mutual Networks, as repre 
WOR, WN. Y., 


rice. 


Accentuate the Positive—*“Here Come the Waves’ Morris 

A Little On the Lonely Side Advanced 
All Of My Life Berlin 
ee eee ree Feist 
Confessin’ Bourne 
Dream Capito 
Evalina—*“Bloomer Gir! Crawford 
Ev'ry Time We Say Goodbye Seven Lively Art Chappell 
I Didn't Know About You Robbins 
I Dream of You Embassy 
I'm Beginning to See the Light Grane 

I Should Care—?*“Thrill of a Romancs Dorsey 

I Walked In—?*“Nob Hill” Mil 

Just a Prayer Away. Ss 
Let's Take Long Way Home—?“Here Come Waves”........Morris 


Magic Is the Moonlight—*“Bathing Be 
More and More—**‘ 
My Dreams Are Getting Betiei 

My Heart Sings—i"“Anchors Aweizh” 
Saturday Night Is the Loneliest Nicht 
Sleighride In July—* ‘Belle of the 
Strange Music—*“Song of Norway” 
Sweet Dreams Sweetheart—? ‘Holivwo 
This Heart of Mine—** 
Too Ra Loo Ra Loo Ra- 


‘“Going My 


+t Flmusiwa, * Legit musical 


‘Can't Help Singing” 


Yukon’ 


Ziegfeld Follies’ 
Way 


Melodvliane 
T. B. Harms 
Santly 
Leeds 

.. Barton 

.. Burke 
Chappell 
Remick 
Triangle 

W itmark 


auty” 


od C ante en’ 











Top Tunes for Your Books 
An All-Time Favorite 


| FEEL A SONG 
COMIN’ ON 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


Published by 
ROBBINS 
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LEEDS MUSIC CORPORATION 32, 
NEW YORK + CHICAGO +» HOLLYWOOD 
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his TOP TUNE 


AFTER AWHILE} 
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| Nineties.” 


Pitt. Maestro Resigns 
Music Biz to Operate 
Meat-Grocery Mart 


Pittsburgh, March 6 


Herman Middleman. vet local 
pianist and theatre and nitery mae- 
stro, has virtually withdrawn from 


the music field to become the owner | 


of a butcher and grocery store about 
10 miles out of town 
bought the place couple of weeks 
ago and is devoting all of his time 
to its operation. 

Pianist was to have gone with 
Maurice Spitalny’s new staff orch on 
KQV, but gave up that job ait last 
minute when he became a store- 


. |G. Schirmer Keeps Carrie 

* | Jacobs Bond Music Catalog 
Hollywood, March 6. 

Carrie Jacobs Bond catalog. sought 

by half a dozen pub!ishers, was re- 


tained by G. Schirmer for the next! 
five years. 
Deal, *rranged by L. Wolfe (iil- 


bert with the songwriter’s manager, 
Jaime Palmer, calls for a minimum 
payment of $15,000 a year. Former! 
payoff was $6,000. 





Edgar Fairchild and Jack Brooks 
cleffed “Uncle Tom's Cabin,” “Roll- 
in’ Down the River Road” and “I. 
Can't Get You Out of My Mind” for 
the Universal picture, “Naughty 


orks for the 


rimately 25 leaders in alphabetical ; 
The | 


and are based on data | 
regular checking source of the | 


Middleman | 


| 10 Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending, March 3) 
Dreams Getting Better. ..Santly 
Saturday Night .... ... Barton 
Little On Lonely Side..Advanced 


Rum and Coca-Cola. . .. .Feist 
Meet Me In St. Louis..... Vogel 
Accentuate Positive ..... Morris 
Don’t Fence Me In....... Harms 


I'm Beginning See Light. Wemar 
Remick 
.T. B. Harms 


| Sweet Dreams . 
More and More.... 


Curfew Shifts 
Pluggers West 


Midnight curfew on 
ready having its effect on the 
business. A number of staff 
are earmarked, some for the dura- 








cafes is al 
music 


tion of the WMC ruling. and others 
temporary. Moves so far definite 
among N. Y. contact men include 


Murray Massey, who goes from N. Y 


to Chicago for Stevens Music (new 
Charlie Spivak firm); Julie Losch 
to Hollywood, for Bourne, Inc.; and 


also to Coast, for 
other transfers are 


Louis Camito, 
Chelsea. Many 
in the works 
Reason for the moves, as 
in last week’s “Variety,” 
curfew has forced the 
and curtailment of 
orchestra remote broadcasts out of 
N. Y. and the substitution of others 
emanating from midwest 
points. This forces a 
of music manpower whose job it is to 


elimination 


| cover to contact such plug sources, 


FBI Grabs Bandleader 
On White Slave Charges 


Minneapolis, March 6. 
Rook Ganz, local colored band 


leader, is out on $5.000 bond after 
being arrested by the FBI for al- 
leged violation of the white slave 


traffic act. It’s charged 
June, 1943, he transported a 2l-year- 


and coast | 
redistribution | 


shifts | 


| 


| Robbins, Feist, 20th 





cited | missing a 
is that the/,, . 


| 


| with “Sand Dunes,” 


| fendant 
that in| 


| old white girl from Minneapolis to| 


| Deadwood, S. D., and placed her in| 
ja house of prostitution. 

A string of bordellos at Deadwood | 
was smashed two years ago by the | 
FBI. At that time 16 persons were| 
arrested one sent to prison. 


Cobbaieene’ s 15th Yr. 


St. Louis, March 6. 
| Execs of the St. 
ciety have re-engaged Viadimir Gol- 
|schmann as maestro of the orch for 

the 15th consecutive vear and the 
entire tooter personne! for the 1945- 
| 46 season. The move was made after 
|it was announced that the symph’s 
|maintenance fund drive ($120,000) 
was near attainment. Under terms of 
Golschmann’s new pact he will di- 
rect all but three of the concerts 
during the forthcoming season. The 
tooters for the new season will num- 
'ber more than 80. 
































yright by Mills Music Inc. 
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; 
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Louis symph so- | 
| passed $100,000. 





. against 
virtually all | a 





ee | 





and respective publishers.) 
1. Rum and Coca-Cola (8) (Feist). 


Vw -» CO we 


6. I Dream of You (9) (Embassy).. 


-1 


8. I'm Beginning to See Light (6) (Grand). 


My Dreams Getting Bette: 


10. I'm Making Believe (11) (BVC)......... 





Win 4506 ‘Vamp’ Suit 
Filed by Byron Gay 


Judgment has been rendered dis- 
$450,000 action in the 
supreme court of Byron Gay 

Robbins Music Corp., Leo 
Feist, and 20th-Fox Film. Suit was 
to recover 350G from Robbins and 
Feist and $100,000 from 20th-Fox for 
alleged unlawful use of Gay's song, 
“The Vamp.” 

Feist purchased the song, together 
from Will Ros- 
siter in 1919 for the sum of $35,000. 
“The Vamp” became a reigning hit. 
In the action Gay contended as he 
had only authorized Rossiter to print 
copies and license phonograph re- 
cordings, Feist or Robbins never ac- 
quired the right to perform the song 
or license synchronization rights. 
Twentieth Century was-made a de- 
because of its use of the 

“Rose of Washington 


a ¢ 


song in 
Square.” 

Julian T. Abeles, who 
|for all of the defendants, 
ously disposed of the 
against 20th Century- Fox. 





appeared | 
had previ- | 
action as 


‘Philly Orch 100G Pension 


Fund Built in 2 Years ~~ 


Philadelphia, March 6. 
Bank balance of the Philadelphia 
Orchestra Pension’ Foundation has 


Fund has been raised in past two 
years through series of special con- 
certs, featuring leading instrumen- 
talists and conductors. Final con- 


cert for this season will be April 17 
conducting 


with Arturo Toscanini 
an all-Brahms program. 





More Burdens 


Continued from page 1! 








practice of naming gals in show biz 
as “pinup” prize. winners for cer- 
tain GI groups, pointing out that at 
the front there is no such thing; they 
are publicity stunts. Only pix car- 
ried around by the fighting men are 
of their families and sweethearts. 
Entertainment films are shown to 


eee ears 


Little On Lonely Side (3) (Advanced).. 
Saturday Night Is Loneliest (5) (Barton) 


There Goes That Song (12) (Shapiro)... 





GI's only where there are permanent 
bases, but there are none near the 
front lines, where all the men do 
are fight, eat and sleep in the main. 


But in the rest camps directly back 
of the front lines the Army ha 
spotted loudspeakers on whic! 
Armed Forces Network program: 
are broadcast to the men. Top pro- 
grams heard in the U. S. are also 
heard by the men transcribed and 
late, but nevertheless in their en- 
tirety, less the commercials. 


' Birthday present to Marty 
Schramm’s band from »management 
of Hotel Henry, Pittsburgh, was a 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country as reported by operators to “Variety.” 
more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of popu 
larity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in paren. 
thesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 


Names of 


Andrews Sisters ..... .Decoa 


a : Crosby-Andrew 

sitive (8) (M ie M B ss... Deco 
. Accentuate Positive (8) orris ) Johnny Mercer.” Coon 
. Don’t Fence Me In (16) (Harms)........ Crosby-Andrews .. .Decca 


Frankie Carle 
Frank Sinatra 


. Columbia 
. Columbia 


{| Tommy Dorsey .. Victor 

sad gk ) J. Dorsey . .Decca 

{| Russ Morgan .» Decca 

{Sammy Kaye......... Victor 

| Harry James . Columbia 

) Duke Ellington .. Victor 

(2) (Santly). Les Brown ...... Columbia 
\ Ink Spots ...... . Decca 

| Hal McIntyre ...... . Victor 

o 


a 








For new artist copies and ar- + 
rangements contact Standard , 








pi ER, woe 
roy, N.Y. 19° 














PERRY BOTKIN 
AND MANY OTHER 
FAMOUS LEADERS 


Use this 8x5 VISUAL. record 
of song hits of over 100 Pub- 
lishers, plus old favorites. 
cludes lead sheets and lyrics 

of chorus. SAMPLES FREE. 
1618 


owas TUNE-DEX 
ont MOYTEE Ory, 4, 


OH! moytie”° t: 


f | MOYTL 


TOBIAS and LEWIS 


Publishers 
1250 Sixth Avenue 
New York 20, N. Y. 














ne tenement 





JUKE BOX OPERATORS 
Are Calling For 
“Don't Shoot the Bartender 
He's Half Shot Now 


SMITH & SCHUSTER 
Music Publishers 








new, straight, one-year ticket with- 
out the usual options. 









1650 Broadway, N. Y. 























Chic 
KARDALE 








iS OUR SONG 





“A STORY OF TWO CIGARETTES” 


LARRY TAYLOR, General Manager 


Martin Biock Music, Inc., 





501 MADISON AVE., NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 


Ss | 
HUGHIE 
CLAUDIN 

1509 WN. Vine St. 


HOLLYWOOD 
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WMC Orders Chi Talent Agencies 
To Reduce Staffs 107; Femme Worries 


Talent offices in the Chicago area? 
are faced with a serious employee 
problem because of a War Man- 
power Commission edict curtailing 
personnel in’ TATE Tea ROR 
liam Morris and General Amus. 
Corp. offices have received notices 
ordering an immediate 10 percent 
slice in help and placing a ceiling oi 





Gerrocci Relieves Lowe 


has been brought into the national 
AGVA office in New York to handle 





number of male employees outfit special assignments directly dei 
can have. Edict will eventually ap-| Matt Shelvey, national administra 
ly to all non-essential industries! tor. Fi st as ignment will be to re- 
in that region which includes IlfMi-| lieve Emil Lowe, who had been 
nois, Wisconsin and Indiana. So far| temporary rep of AGVA in Balt 
Music Corp. of America and Fred-| more. Lowe returns to. his forme} 
erick Bros. branches haven't been | post the N. Y. local, working 
ne tified der Dave Fi x 

Problem posed with reduction it Gerrocci will rema in Baltimore 
male pel onnel will be difficulty intil Shelvey picks a permanent rey 
in contacting niteries. It's felt that} there. Louis Smolov, who had 2) 


‘ 1 ~ 
assistant 4» Gerrocci, takes charge of 


the Buffalo branch. 


jt's impractical to hire femme agents 
because of late hours and danger to 


unescorted femmes making rounds 


of cafes Agencies don't want to 
expose female employees to those | t t t Ti UJ 
conditions Again, most niterie n ers a e ime Sing 


don’t like unescorted girls in the 


oo | Single Vaude Acts To 


ency execs feel that the WMC . e 

edict contains a number of inco Fill Picture Breaks 
gruities inasmuch as fails to speci S oimeie dian: 6 

fy age, draft status o1 physical con- | mo) a ; 
dition of men it can dismiss or re- Interstate Theatres in some 0: 
tain or whether dismissed men must] their key cities are introducing one- 
go into war work Another is the} act yaude to break between pictures 
late date letter was received Note, ote cum between cizht and 44 mi 

received only last week, ordered a utes and are | neneficial AY 
6% prunning by Feb. 1S and an~| the Majestic here, Bea Morin is 
other five by March 1. This forced heard at the keyboard of the piano 
re full cut of 19% st one time n “Classic vs. Swing.” Novel mir- 


ror set up enable all in house to see 


her hit the keyboard. 


’ . ? 
Lou Walters’ Det. ‘Quarter’ | in patias, the cass County Kids 
(3) are ci ant o1 he stag if the 
Sued for $120 000 By pidinn healed anh ate Williams is 
$ 4 pie holding forth at the Melba. 
OPA Over Price Ceilings 
Detroit, March 6 


A suit for $120,000 triple damages CUGAT REOPENING N.Y. 
fr ses over-ceing ciaaes o>|  CQPACABANA APRIL 12 


drinks was filed in Federal coul | este Weonsis Cennseiens eobe 
here last week by the OPA against casualty on the East Side nitery 
Lou Walters’ Latin Quarter. OPA) front when the main room closed 
also is seeking an injunction to re- | with advent of the curfew, Feb. 26, 


strain the will reopen April 12 with 
: Cugat’s orch. It’s not yet determined 
tends are | whether will go in as well o1 
New swank spot had its first brush | whether the Cugat entourage will 
with the OPA only a month after it provide the sole entertainment. 
opened last September. At that time | Proser declares he Ss not certain 
P ; ,| about return of the downstairs room, 
it was charged that six kinds o! but it’s known that Cugat’s contract 
whisky, three types of beer and) jas peen picked up again at $6,000 
ocktails were priced above ceilings. | weekly. : 
t set off a series of troubles for the| Proser states that the Cabana 
spot which also got an order to dis- | Room (‘upstairs bar) is holding its 
charge 116 employees which the War | own, paying rent and other ex- 
Manpower Commission said were 
hired illegally, a summons from the! the food angle. 
State Liquor Control Commission to | . . —— 
explain its drink pricing and, on top | Pi ? V T 
of it, an eatinnen disappeared with itt $ ogue errace 
a $9,000 payroll. 
beet 


=| Is No Picnic Spot 


nitery from what it con- | 


“charges. 
overcharge show 











Pittsburgh, March 6. 
Even the town’s other nitery op- 
erators, who have taken it on the 
| chin from time to time, freely ad- 
And His mit their hard-luck doesn't hold a 
|candie to that of Bill Household. 
SILLY SYMPHONISTS | operator of the 1,200-seat theatre- 
restaurant, Vogue Terrace, in East 
17 WEEKS ON McKeesport, about 15 miles from 


heart of Golden Triangle. He’s had 


it coming straight at him ever 


PHILIP MORRIS 


PROGKAM—CBS 


Dir.: STAN ZUCKER 























PERFORMERS NOW IN 


it opened four years ago. 





ban on pleasure driving, which prac 


isolated it for eight weeks. 
Household finally got going, how- 


for immediate use or post-war return 
fo show business. 


Here Is a Service You'll Always 


Ww ever, and then the roof caved 
ont from the snows and he had to clos 
FUN-MASTER GAG FILES down again. Last week came _ the 


| 


Modern Comedy Material for curfew, and since nobody ever 
- All Vype Verformers up at 
Each Script Contains Over 100 
Sure-Fire Gags—S1.05 Each 
Nos. 1-2-3-4-5 Now Ready 
Make Checks Payable to 
- fae A sMiITH 
: _Matl to “‘Fun-Master” 
200 W. 54th St., New Vork ¢ ity 19, N.Y. 


Contain 
the out-of-the 
11 o'clock at the earliest it 


Split Weekends Now 


They're now splitting 
State, Hartford, a three-day stan: 
has set Henny Youngman and Dixi 
'Dunbar headlining Friday (9) a! 


-Way piace u 


looks like 





veeks 





——— ee —_ spilt 


AL*** Writc7* ROBERTS 











Now on Fourth Week Saturday, and Jimmy Dorsey's 01 
tra booked for Sur ' 
WALTON ROOF, PHILA. PR, — 
Starting Mareh 14th “fact that. Dereey wae. available 
BLACKHAWK CAFE, CHICAGO ly on that date in. the Hartfor 
April 23th, Latin Quarter, Detroit ad —— : e : 
a. 





A V shows, helping drink sales, 
a: An Balto fae: 4 .G AY: 5 ARNT Shits se 


. $ ht Rare yt yD 
Pat Gerrocci, former Buffalo rép*of 
American Guild of Variety Artists. | 


Xavier | 


penses. Ads currently running stress 


since 
he spent a young fortune, investing 


With ' most of an inheritance, to enter the 
“IT PAYS TO BE IGNORANT" fF local cafe field. 
SHOW | Generally looked upon as this dis- 


| trict’s finest altd best-looking room. 
| Spot has been lambasted ever since 
| First came 
the war and gas rationing, then the 


tically ruined the spot for several 
ARMED FORCES months. This vear the heaviest 
If you are in Speclal Services or not— snows in half a century virtually 


Sophie Draws Capacity In 
1,000-Seat Seattle Nitery 


Seattle, March 6. 
Sophie Tucker has been drawing 
| Capacity at Mike Lyons’ Show Box 
| Which seats around 1,000. Admish is 
$1.25, but the main money comes 
| from sud and pop sales inside. Two 
shows are set early, 8:30 and 10:30, 
| which induces ‘em to stay for both 
but not 









see PY , ; 
Saco ae, AS - ont 
\ ‘S engageinent here. Opens next 
at Music Hall in Portland. 


> svat 
vi 


e€ 


Adjustment Of 
Talent Salaries 
Going Smoothly 


Readjustments in talent. salaries 
are Poing apace SI oth ly 

Cuts in contract on a voluntar 
ba average 20-30° in the hotels 

d 25‘o in the cafes. For the latte: 
( he cuts become. effective 

ere hey had t it from three 
nows to 1 eS. 4 nigent The ote! 

¢ tz ‘ ere t's a ase of 

( t I 

It’s 0 p oble [ most e | 
nd niteries. It’s only the big floor- 
how bistros which are having real 
trouble because of the heavy nut. 


Morris’ System 

Readjustment of nitery contracts 
to suit curfew conditions has been 
started by _ the William Morris 
agency, Which is inserting multiple 
price clauses in all cafe pacts, based 
upon continuation of the curfew. 
Contracts now being signed include 
clauses basing current working price 
pen continuation of the Byrnes 
edict, another at a slightly higher 
rate based upon a 1 p.m. closing and 
the third contingent upon repeal of 
the edict. 

This system, inaugurated last 
week, will still-contain the 1 p.m. 


‘lause despite the fact that Byrnes 


( 
killed all hopes of pushing back the! 


shuttering time an hour later. 
Among pacts signed with the three 
| price ranges include those of Joe E. 
‘Lewis for Ciro’s Hollywood, date 
upon closing at the Copa- 
cabana, Miami Beach, but no later 
than May; and another for the De 
the Shoreham hotel, 
for four weeks starting 


based 


Marcos at 
Washington, 
April 2. 
Other offices so 
adopted this system. 


Major Sidney Piermont, back in 
' civvies, says he’s not going to rejoin 
Loew's, where he was chief vaude- 
ville booker. That’s one certain 
thing. 
What he’s uncertain about are his 


future plans, although he has sev- 
eral things under consideration, 


A.C. Steel Pier Sale To 


major far haven't 


Abe Ellis Set for This Wk. 


Negotiations for the purchase of 
the Steel Pier, Atlantic City, from 
owner Frank Gravat for $900,000 are 
now being conducted Prospective 
purchaser is Abe Ellis, N.Y. nitery 
concessionaire. Deal will probably 
be consummated sometime this week. 

Gravat had a deal on the fire for 
Pier last year, with Bud Abbott 
Lou Costello. At that time the 
selling price was reported to -be 
$1,200,000. Pier was heavily dam- 
aged in last fall's hurricane, but 
was covered by insurance and has 
since been repaired 


the 
and 


Willie Shore Into Chez 
Paree, Chi; 2 Yrs. on USO 


Willie Shore, recently returned 


from a USO tour. is starting his first | 


coming back at 
hicago, March 15. 
the 
years, 


tery gate since 

. 

Paree, ( 

le been playing 
7 


ar for two 


Split Vaude-Legit 


Norfolk, is varying 
ts ith a fling into 
legit Booked for March 16 is the 


theatre. 
al vaude diet 


Tules Levinthal production of “You 
Can't Take It With You.” 

Pol of this house is 40 take 
eit ritrection» when..asabable. in 
th Run is for one week, afte: 

ich the Cente resumes vaude 

j booked by the Ha! Sands office. 


1... Legit-Vaude Split-Week 


European | 


VAUDEVILLE 47 


Nerret, Head of AGVA’s Hub Local, 
Removed for Brushing Off Charges 


+ Fred Nerret, head of the Bostor 
| local of the American Guild of Va- 

riety Artists, was removed from tha 
post last week by summary action of 
Matt Shelvey, national administrator 
of AGVA, for failure to appear at 
national headquarters in New York, 
as directed, to refute charges of cone 
duct unbecoming an AGVA official. 





Comerford Houses Go 


aa? fo Pins a > e-? ; 
. és > ‘ ; ° " . 
Corer ferd thteabts” operdtingh> 
New York and Pennsylvania, will 


institute legit and concert policy one 


ght weekly in each of their houses. Multiple charges against Nerret 
by performer-members of the talent 
All attractions 1 be routed to start | ynion, franchised agents and nitery 
e Capitol, Binghamton, and con- | operators had been lodged several 

1€ with the Masonic remple veeks ago. At the time, AGVA com- 
Scrante and the Capitol theatres, | piled a list of the complaints and 
W es-Barre and Pottsville forwarded a copy to Nerret so that 
Py starts April 9 with “Kiss| he could put in a defense Dave 
and Tell ~ ¢ P ¢ Fox head of he N Y ocal of 
Life I Fathe et ft later AGVA, was then dispat ed to Bos- 
dates Houses vill till cont F ton to hold hear 2S on the charges, 
their vaudfilm policy latter part of Nerret refused to appear at the 
the week hearing, according to Fox, who then 


recommended Nerret’s suspen 


sion 


)} Shelvey then is said to have given 

AGVA Okays Afternoon | Nerret another opportunity to de- 
. : * fend himself by summoning all com- 
Sessions Without Change »!*n"s t© AGVA headquarters in 

N. Y. The accusers showed up but 

Ne t did ot. Summ: lis ssa 

In Existing Contracts \°""*' aaa 
Trend f some ] Y terie Freddi Dale rrently repre- 

€ as those other kevw < es to ting AGVA 1 Ohio te Lol vill 
experiment Vith weekend take ovel the Hub territory rol 
to recoup some of the losses accrued | AGVA next week with Pat Patton 


through the midnight closing edict, | succeeding Dale in Ohio 


ill not clash th American Guild 


of Variety Artists regulations, as had B kbi ? 

ge de ookbinder’s Restaurant, 
AGVA, despite current contracts . e 

calling for night appearances only, Phila., Given for Free 

has notified members of the union ? 

that the matinees will be allowed T J h Ch th 

without any change in current con 0 ewis arities 

tracts, but n new contracts the Philadelphia, March 6 


matinee sessions must be cited prop- Old Bookbinder’s Restaurant, one of 


|erly or they won't be allowed. the most famous eating houses in 
; “ | America and known to people in 

DO *show business for more than 80 
WNTOWN, CHI, GOING years, was given away—lock, stock 


and barrel—to the Federation of 
Jewish Charities here last week. 
Place was presented to the organ- 
ization by Harmon L. Blackburn, 
noted N. Y. attorney and show biz 
figure. Gift included everything in 
| the place, including the cash in the 
till, and a collection of theatre lares 


BACK TO BURLESQUE 


Chicago, March 6 
Despite reports floating around for | 
last few weeks that Downtown the- | 
atre would dump its vaudefilm pov:icy 
for legit, house is definitely skedded 


to return to burlesque, Friday,| and penates valued at thousands of 
March 16 dollars. 

It was reported that New York}; Blackburn’s collection of playbills 
producers were interested, but lack | includes those of the original Park 


of backstge space puts anything but! theatre, New York; London's Covent 
Gardens; the bill of the “Black 
Crook,” played in 1879; Tony Pas- 
tor’s, and program featuring Joseph 


vaude or burley out of the question 
Burley was decided upon, according 
to Jack Barger, operator, because of ; 
impossibility of getting a consistent | Jefferson in “Rip Van Winkle,” at 
diet of first-class attractions, which | '"¢ Grand Opera House here. Black- 
re face of Lionel Hampton’s sock | >Urn will remain as manager at $1 a 
| $30,000 (net) chalked up in last week | 7: , , ? 
of house’s operation as a vauder, is ener: ote — ° gues eo 
; ca Sa ness of $500, and was founded by 

little short of heartbreaking. ; ' 
& | Samuel and Cecilia Bookbinder in 


Milt Shuster now lining up the) ’ : ep 
cast and Paul Morokoff set as pro-| 1865. Mrs. Bookbinder was the found. 
duce A dance divettan jer of the Federation of Jewish 
en: Pe eae | Charities. Minimum value of the 


| business, 
| $250,000. 


according to experts, js 


Weekends at Orph., J. C. POR EY 
Orpheum, Jersey City, which re- Bill Hardey, operator of Bill’s Gay 
verted to straight pix policy several | 90's nitery, N. Y., has shuffled plans 
weeks ago, will resume vaude bills | again and postponed production of a 
on last half be malay March 22. vaude unit, “Bill Hardey’s Gay Nine- 

Spot will play ve acts plus!ties Revue,” which he planned con- 
double features. | structip 
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14 ow ’ e ° 
: $ AN ing Chas. (‘Tramp’) Me t eviews 
E : ery $ Again 
4 
E A. Mit Operator 
- + : Marine Reom, Chi Johnny Bothwell and slick trumpet 
4 “« Charles (Tramp) McNally, former a TEL) by Tommy Allison, Don D'Arcy 
| : tes at 19) vauce and burlesque comic, is be-| (EDGEWATER BEACH HO baritones ‘his way through ary 
& : D, 5 9 | coming a nitery impresario via | Chicago, March 2. Trouble With Me Is You” and bs | 
| | McNally’s Corner, Paterson, N. J. | Vic Hyde, Juvelys (2), Dorothy Promise You” to good results. “a 
i ings rican ' ; “ated afe in Pater-| Hild Dancers (10), Emil Vandas}| band winds up with “Concerto fo 
y Bookings in South Americar ; McNally operated a Ca A tly | Orch (17). with Trudy Marsh and|the Duke,” a medley of Ellingt r e 
’ i! for several years and recently _ : . - ‘llington 
easinos, cut off by the war, ene Trial Shift Obtained By comet an adjacent spot which he | George Devron. tunes. Eee 
f : st to be boo : dig gut | art ypape 2 en , et rof. Backwards is a hit wi i 
- vi ane alee gs = is action | 606’ers on Police Charges has converted into a nitery boa, Minus swell lighting effects 1 /comedy chatter. Ambling on 
i faci pee A carte th | Chicago, March 6. | band, floorshow and all the trap- |Dorothy Hild Dancers production cap and gown the Prof. dishes out . 
Knight, set for the Copacabana in| Sieg qumbete of cent Ghd tenn: | Oe i/numbers, Marine Room’s er rsa 1 line of chatter that draws belly. P 
Rio de Janeiro, May 17. There's also - “@08 Cleh nee sted last | |minute layout would be pretty dull/jaughs and follows with a demon. 
the possibility that Bernard Bros. | agement of 6 =, oe Meca stuff, mainly because of trite sUD-/stration on the blackboard during = 
may also leave at that time, although month for sneecen: exposure, disor- ° ° porting acts. As it 1s, there's plenty | which he writes long words upside : 
ontract isn’t signed yet lerly conduct and immoral songs nit eview of color and movement in opening|down and backwards. pronouncin Xe 
; Befo Braz n niterie won a change of venue last week “Bolero” number by the line (w hich |them backwards a he write tor Le 
; ° ! ‘rable a yunt of An .|from Women’s Court Accor ling to — a would be more helpful in closing heavy palmw hackir g v1 
used a co rable Tr . lefense attorney, Bailey Stanton, it} | bot) to merit some fast rounds of| Mardoni and Louise mystify wi Ps 
a — eae ee ; o° Fun rf , ; siders and offsetia r nen pac ystliiy with 
8 ipping | Was claimed they couldn’t get an im-| Sons |}applause from ringsiders an } a routine of magic and mind-read ng vi 
oO! Y it Var-t S ) 5 . . . a = 9 > ge Y goed. , act. | fez af w ; ears 
cor naam Sigg © to| partial trial before Judge J. W.| (EARLE, PHILLY) the general bogged-down effect. _ | feats that click. Open with a Chi. 
difficult ide ) E — sal March 2 Following opener, in which girls | nese ring gag, worked with a little 
cont M K gow ; i Philadelphia, 1 hegre shoot off sparks with sequined hoops lgirl from the audience that b: : 
Case, | ed D\ Vic groups at first _— nd Johnson productio ot ; , in Ae ; = lat rings 
by ¢ poh Oteen 6 al hit revue +, | and costumes, Juvelys take over In | saughs. Card between two plates of 
It’s cla ‘ that S. A. ca ) il as precursor of otner raids, DUt Sit Ce | tabloid vers on oO} i a ae ‘ae “% standard cylinder-and-board stint. | glass trick outst nding. Close 
€ etill clamorir for name acts. but | toned down because of curfew's ef-| Marty May, Fred (Pa Mar h B tty | Climax, head-balance with four balls| with their w.k. mir d-reading roy 
' al Cle if i LicAl Dil ‘. “ .. il ri sie “arc un Marsn, € 1 : : : . m I di u- 
bookers here were unwilling to take} fects on nitery habits, is sk dded to} Bobby “_~" es ’ conan Shorty | between heads, gets polite mitting. tine with Mardoni working in the 
chances « Clipper travel. citing the | be reassigned this week by Chief | Tanner, - Arent i] Hats Chort ~e ine Vic Hyde's hillbilly stuff with audience and Louise remaining on N 
¢ - oO int r tré - TLifis, } . ’ s ats, is 4 . . . ae inatie . 
fact that sa] sineer was pulled off | Justice Scheffler. All defendants Re agp Rpm so trombone proves an anti-climax to| the stage. C» cver b Mere. ; 
— coh Tr d ~~ i “y months | are out on bonds totaling $600 (20) ana other: this one-man band circus parade LD aL a a - e 
. _ gpacie ig egpoe: egittagger Papen . “ ; > t rile toc ing yur ‘u rpets. | 
s9 and had to return to this coun- Olsen and Johnson are putting the trut while to yt] ng four tr me re : Bi 
se bait “e i lonee of “Hellzapoppin” in reverse Act, in which he graduates from one P ti Ask P | R 
CLUB FORFST, NEW 0,, zis st “islissponpin. in reverse Act in which be graduates fo" ore | Dotition Asks Police : 
its : rey at the Farle on the start of a | preshes meanwhile of Henry pusse’s | 
we. Snaadpmeh weiner —-." “Hot Lips,” Clyde McCoy’s “Sugar R 
. 4 -wide vaude trek ot Lips, oy s “sugal 
VAUDE VICE BURLEY DESTROYED BY FIRE nation wide Pag: y secy Blues” and Harry James’ “You Made 0 ose Ve r e G 
With “Hellza.” Messrs. O & . Hari odin mma d Bes S 
Los Angeles, March 6 New Orleans. March 6 tarted at the Earle with a vaude Me Love You,” could be improve Wasi larch ¢ 
Follie { tre Oo! Mair street Club Forest one of best-known sized edition, then expar de to the <2 tet My b crane hey ao rene | In a watition presented by per 1) 
i : 101 irlesque , . : oan ‘ . which cleaned up | gimmick at 2 e and shaving os 4 A 
eins pce ip em ee ~ night spots and gemnbing cotnes in it ary i anleiet eaticties uch aoe illy giggle and too-numerous refe organizations, the Board of District 
show, wa | granted a — sagt : the south, was completely destroyed mene”. n its boiled-down edition | ences to virtues of -his home town. Commissioners “ as asked to revoke 
a vaudeville house, under new man- yp, gre Wednesday (28) Blaze Raa “ Veoihad than “Hellza” ap- | Niles, Mich. the license of the Gayety theatre. the 
agement started in the engine room at 1 a. m ‘suai at the Earle. Although O& J Girls wind up with effective “Ara- | only burlesque house in town. Pe. 
Geaeen a — ee ana spread rapidly Aon’t enneat in this 65-minute Dilan Nights production in which tition was referred to Superintend- 
Spot was owned by a syndicate|-tanza, they master-minded the | one on a 4 hinese, gets solo | ent of Police Edward Kelly for an 
THE AMAZING headed by Henry Mills, which re- opening from backstage and it had ie yard gt pepe th investigation 
| cently purchased it from the | all the screwy characteristics of the mi andas ane, as Usual, With Petitions ‘lai the  burles rs 
rath . , . tod isinal , Trudy Marsh and George Devron etitions claim 1e burlesque D 
prigiton peg Es i Sin cheval ag om Mav does a nifty chore of |P!P!ng neat vocals, provides every- house should be closed in the inter- a 
Se ee ing feo sane, | I.E ing the zany goings ‘on, which | thing from Rimsky-Korsakov to I.| est of public decency. It cited that 
estimated at $500,000, with insurance ae A ol ve Mh am enulaared | Berlin, and very well too. Mike. it is attended largely by young peo- 
covering about $100,000 of the loss. | C&S! ae esi Helse Bie 


moved at extremely rapid pace with ple,-with men in uniform often con- 
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> aan a4 lall the gadgets, stooges, birds flying | . ‘ | stituting 70% of the audience 
AND T R | st | from the ceiling, etc., coming off in Latin Quarter, Chi s 
ommy van Mpos er split-second precision Chicago, March 3. — — " 
° ° Show has everything parent pre Bert Wheeler, Fred Keating, Grace | " 
| Fools Pitt. Nitery Man entation haa. ‘There’s the gal run- | and Nikko, Jackie Heller, Beth Far- GAGS! JOKES! GAGS! 
ning through the audience trying tO | rel]. Arthur Rice. Latin Lovelies (8). t t & 
oo Pittsburgh, March 6 find someone to take care of he Bernie Cummings Orch (12), Don | PATTER! WISE-CRAX! STORIES! 
Singer who said he was Tommy) baby; ducks and cows fall down Chiesta Orch (6); $3 and $3.50 mini- | is euate-elts date, cate WO'c. deste 
Marvels of Magical | Ryan, formerly of the Sammy Kaye) from the rafters every time noone mum doubles, announcers. ‘producers, aise jockeys, 
7 e | band. walked into Don Metz’ Club one fires a £un, a Ziant ape — es pee directors. band leaders. spea ers, comics, 
‘ Perception |Casino recently and said he was! through the audience; people argue | (Current bill looks better on paper aoe. neciciane, renteiton, commentators, 
: SUAVE |home for a brief stay and would| in the —— and take ag 4 clothes | than it plays, and it can't + be Fun-Master Gag Files Nos. 1 Thru 5 L 
ly: xt ppt mafia , |off; a stork floats down from the |}iamed on first-night jitters. Even un-Master Gag Files Nos. r 
| like to pick up some work, Metz, paicony and drops a baby on al discounting the things that usually | $1.05 Per Script, Postage Prepaid - 
MYSTIFYING | knowing Ryan hails from here,| woman patron’s lap...and at least} wrong on opening night, two of ; 
HILARIONS figured he had come back to be near | half a hundred other gags which sets the acts showed up very badly. One Each File Contains Over 100 Sock p 
| his draft board and hired him on the| the audience into a constant state of | of these was the vet comedian Bert Gags !! 
: : | spot. | guffawing. Ca ae | Wheeler. ' ; Make Checks Payable to L 
f End of first week’s engagement,|. Among the principals, Fred San-| Wheeler, now working with Fred PAULA SMITH $ 
after he had been paid and told that| borne holds down the majo1 Spot, Keating, has been seen to better ad- Mail to “Fun-Master” 
his option was being taken up in- | Clowning all through ae snow end | vantage. He definitely needs a TOU- | Boog w. 54th st., New York City 19, N.Y, 
definitely, “Ryan” was spotted by ringing the gong with his always eN-| tine, As shown here, everyone in 
i < el; Ao. a , x as ong . “ tertaining stint at his xylophone. ‘the act groped about as if they didn’t 
| a ocal newspaperman, who said he| Carolyn Marsh fronts the line in a|_now what to do next. The con- 
. was an impostor. Singer bluffed it)couple of numbers; Betty Tanner, | siomeration of bits, chatter and bus- Anything Can Happen 
: i out, said he would be back with | talented midget, teams up with | iness looked like they were thrown A = 
. | proof, but apparently blew town in| Buddy Thomas in some sock dance | together in a hurry and not re- With } 
@ the meantime. He never showed up| routines; Bobby Jarvis helps out | hearsed. Keating, who also acted as - . 
3 | for the beginning of his scheduled| With plenty of laughs as well as do- | emcee of the show, contributed a i 
: second week. ing principal role in some hysterical | card trick or two and a steady line 
blackouts. , of chatter. Both were assisted by 8 
Shorty Renna ambles s and 4" 4 Arthur Rice in an unfunny way. And 
| i j ? almost every scene. chasing hula| wheeler should get to work, but . y 
k Kitty Carlisle. Booked Into cists —_ mg rag mh oy bmn quick, on material and a routine. z 
u i j j white Moran tne SECs Grace and Nikko were the other 
} Versailles Vice Brisson his chapeaux through the audience | offenders. Nikko, breaking in a new 
hk 5 Kitty Carlisle will make her first|in an act that he’s been doing for a | Grace, should have broken in some- © E ‘. yp ‘ E” 
Returning from overseas after 13 | N. Y. nitery appearance in several|couple of decades but still rates a/| where else before accepting a Loop TWO CRAZY PEOPL 
months with the U.S.O., 5 months | Years when she opens at the Ver-| Spot on any bill. ’ date. New femme partner is a look- Oo USO 
the foxhole circuit in Fran sailles, March 14, as replacement for The line, both male and femme /er but needs plenty of polishing. As verseas for JS 
os . hg a ce, * ' members, is away above average |, result team’s d icat KPa tet 
Belgium, Luxembourg and Ger- Car! Brisson. hath tn hentes otk tavhe: aitiiey a result team’s dance caricatures are Dir.; HARRY GREBEN ; 
4 | Brisson heads north to the Mount | 20.2 1% 100Ks and Pe an nig | Mildly-received. Press: DICK RICHARDS 
many. Royal Hotel. Montreal. where he|, Music is provided by Earle pit| Jackie Heller, who recently re- ‘ 
Currently at the t ie th , : k date M och 19 band, which does an excellent job turned trom a long USO | | La LLL TL STS — Cc 
Stas & Maree week cate, Maren is: considering the tricky cues and gag | jaunt, is the hit of the bill. Heller E 
NORMANDIE ROOF, MOUNT music and lack of time for rehearsal. | ; ? 


ROYAL HOTEL, MONTREAL. 
M.C.A., NEW YORK 


! LYRIC TENOR 


Singer of ballads and operatic: 
would like to team up with 
pianist that is good accompanist. 
or harmonr~ singers. 


E. FRANK 
1310 Ge~. + St., Chicsye 13, HL. 
i onteeeiaemntiitediamiiindiee 


3 Hub Cafes ‘Unfair’ 


Three Boston niteries have had 
unfair actions leveled against them 
by the national office of American 
‘Guild of Variety Artists for failure 
to pact basic minimum agreement 
with talent union and post cus- 
| tomary bond covering one week 
salary for acts. 

Trio are the Village Barn, Stage 


Door and Carnival Cafe. 
Secetiteeadierintehdeneeeenneniemnsennsinntnirememaiitaienuimanetiaieaaeniaetamtadaaaaanee 















































SO FAR THIS YEAR 


OLYMPIA THEATRE, MIAMI 
KITTY DAVIS AIRLINER (4 WKS.), MIAM! BEACH 
RIVERSIDE THEATRE, MILWAUKEE 
ORIENTAL THEATRE, CHICAGO 
NATIONAL THEATRE, LOUISVILLE 


PROF. BACKWARDS 


Currentiy 


COLLEGE INN 
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HOTEL SHERMAN, CHICAGO 


ute of the hectic business and there 
were plenty of standees when re- 
viewed (Fri. afternoon). Shal. 





Saranac - 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., March 6. 

Len Grotte penciled in for another 
operation. 

Helen Grupp, secretary at Repub- 
lic Pix, has checked in at the Rogers. 

“Old Timers Night” brought out 
many connected with the theatre 
and curing here; among them were 
Jimmy Marshall, Carl Greaves, 
| Arthur Alverez, A. B. Anderson, 
| Ernie Burnet, Benny Ressler and 
| Arthur Neiderbuhl. 

Vilmos Gymes upped for suppers 
and making nice comeback. 
The passing away of Edward 
| Riddle at Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., was 
|; a sad blow to many of this colony. 
|He had aided many of the actors 
| colony. 
| Joe Dabrowski appointed 
| town shopper for the gang at the 
| Rogers, while Ben Nadler, upped 
for mild exercise, is mail delivery 
| clerk. 





down- 


Crowd seemed to enjoy every min- | 


oozes personality and sells a song for 
all it’s worth. “Don’t Fence Me In.” 
“My Heart Sings.” “Saturday Night.” 
two Irish tunes and a few choruses 
of “Rum and Coca-Cola” send him 
off a solid hit. = 

_Latin Lovelies work in two rou- 
tines directed by Selma Marlowe. 
Opening, a fan waltz, brings on Beth 
Farrell, blonde looker, for a session 
of startling contortionistics and*ac- 
robatics that elicits a big hand, and 
closing number has girls in radium- 
treated costumes for routine to “St. 
Louis Blues.” 

Irving Kostal conducted Bernie 
Cummins’ crew for the show in an 
expert manner, and Cummins deliv- 
ers a smooth brand of dance music. 

Morg. 
Panther Room. Chi 
(SHERMAN HOTEL) 
Chicago, March 3. 





| D’Arcy, 


Boyd Raeburn and His Orchestra 
(17) with Margie Wood and Don 
Prof. Backwards, Mardoni 
and Louise; $1.50-$2.50 minimum. 





Like most bands that play here, 
Boyd Raeburn’s seems to forget that 


Ben Schaffer will spend his 10-day | this place has a low ceiling and turns 


furlough in Alabama 


camp there. 
James Wotton, former Albany the- 
atre manager, has added so much 


exercise. 





poundage, he is now permitted mild | 


visiting his |" as much volume as if the outfit 
nephew, who is statloned at Army | were playing a theatre or dance hall. 


In its muted moments, which are 
few, Raeburn’s outfit is good listen- 
ing. 

Band opens the show with blatant 

















PAUL REGAN 


COMIC-SATIRIST 


NOW CAPITOL, N.Y. 
(Week March 1st) 


MCA 














World's foremost 
restaurant fe a- 
tures the world’s 
foremost attrac- 
tiema ... 





Carmen Cavallaro, Emil Coleman, Xavier Cugat. 
Duke Ellington, Henry King, De Marcos, Tito 
Guizar, Danny Kaye, Joe E. Lewis, Jerry 
Lester, Veloz & Yolanda. 


H. D. HOVER, 8433 Sunset Bivd.. 
Hollywood 
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Flawless, gios'y prints In all sizes. 
Mad 


| version of “Our Delight,” followed 8x10's 














* rem your ewn chote or 
* Tootie Emerson received a dozen by Margie Wood, femme soloist, who || M#tive. '” large quantities ss 
' 1 #4 ————s yo gee from an ad- l-_-~ with “Heart of Mine” and taall ‘erders ovcryunere, “Write fe ary 
' .: MARRY GREBEN, 203 N. Wabash Ave., Chicage mirer who is elated over her swell|“I Wanta Get Married.” Next is || ‘Tee samples. Price List V. - 
ge progress. ‘ ee clicko arrangement of “Summer-|| MOSS PHOTO SERVICE 100-$6 
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time,” featuring solid sax tooting of New York 19, N. ¥. — 


LL. 155 W. 46th @ 
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Art Waner Ore R Walton Dancers = 
Monte Carle H Jacobson Ore . 
Dick Gasparre Ore Stork Club 


Suzanne Ta Fel 


Morales Orc 
| Alberto Ore 
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Ernie Holst Ore 


Variety Bills Acts 











Octjen’s Stan Keller Ore 
WEEK OF MARCH 9 | sey eee Tony Pastor's 
Jerry Boker Uptown 
The Suns p - 





Steve Murray 


Jimmy O'Briee Johnny & George 


Namerals tp connection with bills below indicate opening day of show Leone Matn PETER LORRE BROWN DOTS 
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whether fal) or split week Billy Griffith oe _— With Marcella Hendricks Vocal Quartet 
will Ward Thelen Mactan Monolog, Comedy 10 Mins, 
baat Sine ahieiesiie Mousie Powell Ba | Betty Green 15 Mins. Apollo, N. ¥. 
— | “gh ni “aor ae 4 Reamanien tase Se gpmate Strand, N. Y. This is the first theatre date of the 
|” PROVIDENCE Leder etdend os ae Too Be Calte Ot Warner Bros. contract player | new quartet formed by Deke Wat- 
Loew | Metropolitan (9-11) | ;i. james + i Ag Gecnniiied makes for the exception to the usual | son, one of the original members of 
Dani __ nodes ° ada} a cs 7 y 
| Sc noo Fan = Dame ca: i tae Gast. Sete dullness when a Hollywood star | the Ink Spots, who bowed out of that 
Court Se HT y Slayman Ali Tr Shirley Barron Ba | Vera Holly makes a personal. Reason for this ; combo last fall after drawn-out liti- 
; 3 Fe ty WOONSOCKET joe taPorte cn: Coutes & Ayers is that Peter Lorre is too competent | gation. One of the sparkplugs of the 
NEW vous he j Betty Ann Nyman | Ross & es New Park (9-11) a Regee Cornes 9 Seaneae a trouper just to come out and give | Spots, Watson is doing a man-sized 
vyitol ( shellé arre ‘leo Flore Tie ’ Colem: arry Lefeourt One enne = . ; - ivy ; yi , ton 2 
ss Oat Johnny Darke | Srna a Fi Nas & ¢ oleman Clark's Hawaiians | Marian Niles out with so-nice-to-hear-live-people. | Job of carrying the new group in its 
Lena Horne WASHINGTON per kepe pe loam tae & J ray | Garold Green - Bergere Ore That's all right if you throw It aw ws early stages. And the result is that 
Robt Walker Capitel (8) } Hope & Coyle | (Two to fill) KF reshmen | oneness Bd as he does, but he must deliver che | the quartet, as it works here, shows 
The Garcias ; i ices | pa pes Zanzibar goods, and in this instance the | very good possibilities 
Yor Re 4 ay ¢t ppe <orr Kobblers | Bi . 1sO a Reais : 7 oe = 5 ae > | 2 _ . Ati ° 
ome State (8) } Jane Kean | | Sig < nt 5 one + Ag = 0 — boy kid does it with an expert | When caught, the Dots were still 
Vincent Lopez Ore |! Lucky Gls ss | Romanian Village | Maurice Rocee blend of dramatics and comedy. a long distance from big time, how- 
Cabaret Bills | Jennie Goldstein | Nicholas Bros First, Marcella Hendricks, a | ever. Their harmonv was a bit 
| Vera Niva | Delta thythm Boys | looker, does a competent interview ragged, the tenor voice was inaccu- 
‘ Henry Berman | Peters Sis as the breathless, screen-struck | rate and badly controlled (due to 
Paramount —_—— en newspapergal She stays in charac- | jliness, it’s said), and their selection 
f a ereee enreee, +¢ al > aw as matbas tha erace = ’ . , —— — — . 
NEW YORK CITY Wl ~ aa W ~ a wl ange me He "| of tunes (‘Little on Lonely Side,” 
| Ire click incidentally, Miss end- |“]’m Making Belie % «Tow, ” 
~ ; m Makin; ieve, Java Jive 
Bill’s Gay 90's Hal McIntyre | al Song Pluggers } icks is a reformed vocalist who for- | , asn’t ned in view of Watso oe me K 
NEW YORK CITE Ernie Ficlds Ba Ethel Gilbert Ruth Gaylor | lf; merly did a good job with straight | .<ccaint: po eee 
Paramount (7) | “oer & Bauser ernie Grauer Hote} Dixle | uae ©Oniinued from page 1 Gaal chirping : ~ aeons with , the Ink Spots, 
Ink Spots | 4 Elgins Harold Willard Don Baker Ore | , 1 a - . owever, as cited above, the very 
Ella Fitzgerald } MIAMI Jack Ryan Hotel Edison | parts of the world. About this time | , Then Lorre tops it off with a fine animation of Watson and brief 
Buck & Bubbles | Olympia (7) Charles Strickland Ray Herbeck , ‘ ys | dramatic monolog about a psycno- flashes in the combo’s work s 
Ralph Brown | Catherine Harri jimmy Burne Essex House Bill Maloney, publicity director at/ pathic killer, giving Frank Wilson | :~3: — € combo's work seems to 
Cootie Williams Bdj C&tnerine Harris Bill Kelsey Harold Stern Ore ee iad .,| authorship credit for the radio indicate future strength. 
CHICAGO = ag Jey 90's Wuartette | Bunty Pendleton BBD&O, felt something stirring in | adaptation “a “The Man With the When laid out several months ago, 
Chicago (7) one 5 = ane Blue Angel Hotel Lexington tn Maltin we seal on a? ee eb ie es : ede 5 , sai Jatson’s ide ; 
Rose Marie on an gy Evelyn Knight Momi Kal his Celtic, musical soul, and decided} Head of Glass,” which indicates this | Se ee eee — sna 
Gil Maison ee. ae Eddie Mayehoff Tapu Kaua ‘Back Home For Keeps” as a song| Was probably first done over the air. i sae y different from the Ink Spots 
Danny Drayson © ——— ' Bernards Talima tit] t | | Lorre stands.immobile at the mike | P@ttern t isn't, and the similarity 
. (7 rpheum (7 de ag ry Maile itle was a natural. | Se ee Oe : pee to the Spots isn’ > Jats 
NE, a Ted poe Ra Fear! ee > = s + : . but makes his monolog mean plenty, a - Spots 1 nt “ai . os Watson uses 
1H Chittison (3) | Harold Aloma Ore Next stop—Irving Berlin. The} walking off to a healthy click Nasal: Maga: Magy Mesa Ma. Billy 
Cafe Socteta Hotel Lincoln master agreed with Maloney that Incidentally, for one of Dracula- TY ny work | with the former act. 
(Uptown) Geo Paxton Ore the title ' and suggested sub-| Wolf Man-Fra ‘nstein’s playmates nis isnt as bad as the insertion of 
ae iptow ees thew Castest he title, theme and suggested sub rg one ‘ el s pl ayma ©3 | spoken bridge in one sone. & chene 
Imogene Coca Mary Jane I.awson | ject matter sounded good but, since} "+ 5,2 Cul ite personality, with handled for the § . a ohn 
: Jerry Mapes i oe cae? s .,,| plenty of charm, when out of char. | 2@%Gtea for ie Spots by the late 
Avon Long . Berlin at that time was in the midst | : |\H y Jones, wh y : i 
Wm Franklin Billy Peterson f stiatiins tur hin cnveent dniae | acter. He manifests it at the Broad- | “OPPY vones, whose voice and deliv- 
Gene Field (3) Mary Jane Yeo of pre parations for his current ove '| way Strand this semester. and it’s |&?Y is difficult to copy. It shouldn't 
BOSTON Rimacs Ed Hall Ore Jerry Wald Ore seas jaunt, he was unable to get his| paying fancy applause dividends. even be attempted. Wood. 
J Carroll Cafe Soctety Hotel Vennsylvanty y: eS Pe « a adi a ° 
Boston (8) ives pare PM vant jimmy Dorsey Ore | Sliding keyboard to work and start Abel. | eran 
To sttes Allan Jones : 2S ’ 4 . . : a P on | 
wy agetien Co ROCHESTER Mary Lou Wms reddy Walters putting the dots down on the paper. annie ne 2 | NIP NELSON 
‘tha Tilt Temple (9-11) Barbara Leeds Patti Palmer JAN BART |, et see 
ere azinatore | Johnny Long Ore | Josh White Hotel Pierre However, when Dave Dreyer was| ‘ | Mimic 
> rin ors 4 } 0 . . § A * - ~ . 
“CLEVELAND Jean Carrot Cliff Jackson Russell Swann " called in he got in touch with Car- re | 10 Mins. 
Palace (8) Businssmn Rhythm | Phil Moore Ore SS a” men Lombardo who, with Bob Rus- . : ° Strand,’ N. Y. 
ab Calloway Ore SAN FRANCISCO yy Carnival Hotel Plaza ail on taretoied rote “Back Hom Old Roumanian, N.Y. | This mimic can play anywhere 
Po ne & Jean Golden Gate (7) Silvia & Christian eet ven ot se as Jess » wrote ete x ome} Jan Bart is a refugee from Major | stave. teries Ty Fy ’ 
Bill Bailey Ted Fie Rito Ore Ullaine Malloy | Ray Benson Or For Keeps, which is being pub-| Bowes. and the stout boy mav well |* 5e, niteries or rac le He has an 
; . : -cgjatie : ‘ engaging in-person style : “ 
lished by Berlin’s firm. Now comes| have an operatic career ahead of fe peor -* a oo ; Harttag: bem 
| the song plugging end. him. His comparatively humble be- | postcards 2 a 
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a Saulters 
aballettes 
COLUMBUS 
Palace (13-15) 
Lebrac & Bernice 
$ Stowaways 


Pied Pipers 
Jackie Green 
Walter Nilsson 
SIOUX CITY 
Orpheum (9-11) 
Marcus Rev 








Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (9) 
Carmen Cavallaro O 

ip Nelson 
eter Lorre 
Sandra Barrett 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (9) 
Wood & Kelly 


Bobby Sherwood Or 





The Fontaines 
UTIC 


Stanley (6-8) 
Johnny Long Orc 
Wilson 
Pat Henning 

WASHINGTON 

Earle (9) 
Roxyettes 
Ted & Flo Vallett 


& Franchey 








Independent 








NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (8) 

Jane Deering 

Carolina Segrera 

Bill & Cora Baird 

Zarco & Beryl 

Los Andrinis 

Roxy (7) 
Victor Borge 
Al Gordon 
Joan Edwards 
Paul Ash Ore 

LONG ISLAND 
Jamaica (8-11) 
Billy Wells 
4 Fays 
Renee & Calvert 
B & M Crane 
Bob Coffey 
eng? Xe: 

8 only) 
T&T Faye 
Lyons & Seton 
(Two to fill) 

BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (8) 
3 Latlip Sis 
Ted Leary 
Susan Miller 
Frankie Conville 
Montana Kid 

Royal (8) 
Noble Sissle Ore 
Lil Greene 


Butterbeans & Susie 


State (8-10) 
Al Striker 
Jack Olsen 
Lewis & Brooks 


3 Hollyw'd Steppers 


(11-14) 
Duke Art 
Harris & Allen 
Anger & Beck 
Jans & Lawler 
BOUND BROOK 
Brook (10-11) 
Freckles Ray 
J&J West 
Jones & Lyons 
(Two to fill) 
CAMDEN 
Towers (9-11) 
Jordan & Parvis 
Adele Parish 
Bohn & Mathews 
Whitey Roberts 


Gautier’s Steeple hs 


ALIZABRTH 
_. Liberty (8-11) 
The Duvants 
Sid Slate 
Fielder & Harriet 
Kathleen Standey 





Mary Barnett 
FITCHBURG 
Lyric (10-11) 

Jelly Roii & Zuzu 

Laddy Lamont 
HARTFORD 
State (9-10) 

Henny Youngman 

Bob Howard 

Joan Brooks 

Dixie Dunbar 

Phlermo’s Dogs 
HOLYOKE 


Indian Pine Room 


(8-10) 
Rich & Gibson 
Phyllis Willis 
Valley Arena (11) 
Stan Kenton Ore 
Jerry & Turk 
Zelaine 
Phyllis Willis 
(Three to fill) 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Cirele (9) 
Henry Busse Orv 
Jean Parker 
Vivian Newell 
Gene Baylos 
NEWARK 
Adams (9) 
Johnny Johnston 
Gloria Jean 
Jan Murray 
Ross Wyse, Jr 
R & V Pickert 
NORFOLK 
Center (9) 
3 Little Sis 
Joey Rardin 
3 Samuels 
Radio Aces 
PATEKSON 
Majestic (8-11) 
Eddie Rector 
Clayton & Philli; 
Burton & Janet 
Tom O'Neil 
Frisco’s Seals 
(12- 14) 
Jordan & Parvis 
Adele Parish 
Count Maurice 
Carr & Ormond 
Aerial LaFommes 
PAWTUCKET 
Capitol (11) 
Clark & Green 
Rich & Gibson 
(Four to fili) 
PHILADELPHI' 











Calgary Bros 
Stevens Br & Big B 
Shorty 
Lamplighters (4) 
Lucy Gillette 
B Lane & Claire 
Ben Yost (4) 
Frank Sorrell 
Art Mooney Orc 
Casino Russe 
Olga Baclanova 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Simeon Karzaeff 
Codolban Orc 
Club 18 
Roy Sedley 
Vince Curran 
Ann Denis 
Gaye Dixon 
Jerry Bergen 
Flora Vestoff 
Gordon Andrews O 
Copacabana 
T & Sally De Marco 
Dixie Roberts 
Patsy Brewster 
Roland Twins 
Marty Martin Ore 
Coa Reuge 
Dick Wilson Orch 
B Bizony Bnsemble 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Bob Hall 
La Pierre 
Frank Ross 
Lionel Kaye 
Emma Francis 


Mark Monte Orc 
Hotel Roosevelt 


flotel 
Kay Kimber 
Roy Fox Bd 
Phil Burton 


Hotel St. Regis 
Josephine Houston 
Harger & Maye 
Fred Miller Ore 
T Brooks Organ 
Dorothy Shay 
Paul Sparr Ore 
Laszlo Ore 

Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 

Hotel Waldorf-A 
Victor Borge 
Fred & E Barry 
Leo Reisman Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 

Iceland 
Sammy Birch 
4 Whirlwinds 
La Mar & Martin 
Muriel Kretlow Gls 
Boyd Heathen 
Ted Eddy Ore 
Angelo Bd 

Jimmy Kelly’ 
La Rubio 
Jean Colvina 
Rudya Lynn 
Jo Ann Collyer 
Aloma 





Hazel Mangean 4 Ktenee 

Marcia Dale Rosita 

Cecil Lewin Diane Page 
ocniieneereeeeminnn 


Guy Lombardo Orc 
Savoy Plazp 


Georgiana Bannister 


























America's Leading Independent 


Agent 
EDDIE SMITH 


1501 Broadway 














New York 
Gloria LeRoy Carter & Ross 
Billy Banks Joe Capello Ore 
Bill Quentmeyer La Conga 


Mitchell Brother 
Michael Edwards 
Mort Reid Ore 
Vincent Travera Orc 
400 Clab 
Tommy Dorsey Orc 
Bonnie Low Wms 
Buddy Rich 
Havana-Madrid 
H Williams (3) 
Sonny King 
A. J. Cantu 
Amanda Williams 
The Duanos 
C Varellas Bd 
Jose Curbello 
Hotel Ambassador 


Louis Betancourt O 


Jules Lande Orc 
Hotel Astor 
Jose Morand Ore 
Ron Perry Ore 
Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 
Dolores King 
Jerry Lewia 
Bert Easley 
Jimmy Burnes 
Artini & Consuelo 
Payson Re Orc 
Nino Morales hd 
Hetel Biltmore 
Joan Hyidoft 
Ann Warren 
Randy Stewart 
Eddy Regers Orc 
Bote) Cemmedor: 


Chucho Martinez 
J Hackett Gis 
Machito Bd 
La Martinique 
Jo Stafford 
Leon Victor 
Toni Kelly 
Gil Johnson 
Socasses Orc 
Cay! Ravazza Ore 
Latin Qaurtes 
Masters & Rollins 
Mazzone-Abbott lL) 
Gloria Gilbert 
Herzogs 
Bob Douglas 
Harold & Lola 
Hudson Wonders 
Ben Dova 
Wini Walsh 
Marty Beck Ore 
Le Ruban Biew 
Thelma Carpenter 
Mervyn Nelson 
Garland Wilson 
Day, Dawn & 
Monica Boyar 
Cedric Wallace 3 
Leon & Fddie's 
Eddie Davis 
la Roche Bros 
Johnny Thompson 
Marylin Curtis 
B& J Paysee 
Rombreros 
Sherry Brition 
Toto & Martha 





Dusk 





Believe it or not, Guy Lombardo 


played the song on his Chelsea 
cigaret-sponsored Blue network 
show last week. He also recorded 


it for Decca with Kay Armen han- 
dling the vocal. 

But the BBD&O cohorts, even 
though they realized what a miracle 
had been accomplished by getting 
the song aired and recorded by the 
songwriter’s own brother, weren’t 
content with that. They kept on 
plugging away and—voila—‘“Back 
Home” landed on “We, the People” 
via CBS last Sunday night (4). 
“People,” incidentally, is a Young & 
Rubicam show. 

More plugging by Maloney and 
the BBD&O boys and girls landed 
the song on Morton Downey’s Coca- 
Cola program over Mutual, thus ac- 
counting for three networks plus 
the one major recording company, 
and the campaign has only started. 
Maybe that Madison avenue ap- 
proach isn’t too bad 
plugging game. 

Oneida’s only returns from all this 
will be indirect, as the outfit has no 
interest in the song’s publication, 
recording or further developments. 
Incidentally, one of the mag pic- 
tures that started it all is going on 
the sheet music copies, but there'll 
be ng client credit. 


(If Johnny O'Connor thinks 
BBD&O should sign up in the con- 


tact men’s union the phone number 
| is EL. 5-5800—ask for Bill Maloney.) 


in the song 





| grove” for Metro. 














Summer 


Continued from page 1 


“One Touch of Venus” which will 
fold after its road tour in May. He 
will stay with the legiter until it 
closes. 

William Morris Agency has found 
no takers yet at the 5G figure. 

Parade has already started in the 
Broadway houses, which have been 
getting marquee lures from Holly- 
wood with greater frequency. Peter 
Lorre is at the Strand; Robert 
Walker and Lena Horne at the Capi- 
tol, while Gloria Jean and Marilyn 
Maxwell played the two previous 
Cap shows. 

In former years, studios considered 
a vaude tour a must in building up a 
personality, but later this method 
was scrapped in favor of radio guest 
shots. 

Bookers also point out that for a 





long time studios were fearful of | 








| her hands. 


ginnings are similar to those of Pin- | 
cus Pearlman, now more familiarly 


known as Jan Peerce. 


Bart is a unique nitery personal- | 


ity in as much as he’s a duly recog- 
nized cantor, a vocation that he still 
practices despite what one might 
consider to be his more professional 
show business pursuits. During the 
High Holy Jewish holidays, and at 
Passover, he is in big demand as the 
singing functionary. Whichever may 
be his choices — Hebrew hymns, 
opera or straight pops or ballads— 
he remains an interesting personal- 
ity with a voice of even phrasing 
and careful lyricizing. He’s using a 
mike here, which creates an uncer- 
tainty as to whether he has suffi- 
cient depth for opera. He’s his 
middle twenties and personable. The 
kind who likes to sing out without 
favoring his voice, which may be 
something for him to consider seri- 
ously for the future. In short, he 
should break up his selections to 
an extent where he wouldn’t be re- 
quired to use his voice so exten- 
sively as now, though, to do him 
justice, the voice doesn’t suffer by 
it at the present. 

More experience and shelving of 
weight might very well be the 
means to send him at least pretty 
close to the big time. Kahn. 


in 





ROBERT WALKER 
Talk, Dance Bit 

8 Mins. 

Capitol, N. ¥. 

Robert Walker’s appearance here 
is like that of most stars who are 
booked mainly as b.o. bait. He’s 
definitely in that category, following 
the way he has zoomed since play- 
ing the title role in “Private Har- 
Under contract to 
that company, he is in “30 Seconds 
Over Tokyo,” now in release, and 
also appears in the forthcoming 
“The Clock.” 

The material provided for Walker 
on his engagement here sounds like 
it may have been prepared by a 
Metro pressbook writer. It's all 
about Walker, his company, the 
coming “Clock,” and Metro stars 
down to Lassie. For a finish here 
Walker does a brief rhumba with the 
female member of The Garcias, who 


are on the bill with him. It’s largely 


for laffs and somewhat amusing. 
Char. 


BARBARA LEEDS 

Songs 

12 Mins. 

Cafe Society Downtown, N. Y. 

A tall, striking, nicely-gowned gal, 
Barbara Leeds looks like she’ll make 
the grade with further experience in 
Barney Josephson’s downtown spot. 
Pipes are pleasing and delivery is 


| okay despite the fact that she often 


betrays her inexperience in use of 
She’d do much better if 
she stopped grabbing her posterior 
during the dramatic moments of her 
numbers. 

Does well with ballads as evi- 


lend-leasing their artists to the va- | denced in “All of a Sudden My Heart 


riety circuits, since a bad appearance 
could cause considerable damage. 
There’s the case of Herman Bing, 


| Sings,” “Where or When,” and is 
_pretty effective on faster tempos as 
| illustrated 


in an indigo version of 
“Rum and Coke.” Did well enough 


who was doing nicely as a character ‘to warrant a couple of encores. A 


actor. 


After a vaude tour with @ | jittle more time and she'll be ready 


bad act, film firms were afraid t0| for uptown spots and vauders. 


' handle him. 


Jose. 


Of the same genera as‘the other 
|imitators of familiar radio person- 
|alities, Nelson’s personality and 
| showmanship lend extra values as he 
reels off Busse, Lombardo, Dorsey, 
| Allen, Falstaff, Aldrich, Bing, Si- 
natra, McCoy, FDR, Inner Sanctum, 
| Tamiroff, James, et al. He holds it all 
together with a nice little spiel and 
|the sum total is a showstopper at 
this Broadway deluxer. Abel. 





AVON LONG 

Songs 

8 Mins, 

Cafe Society Uptown, N. Y. 

Having established himself with 
the role of Sportin’ Life in Gersh- 
win’s “Porgy and Bess,” Avon Long 
looks like a safe bet for smart niter- 
ies. He displays marked ability to 
dramatize a number, using voice, 
hands and body in the process. In 
addition he does a chorus of ballet 
to punctuate the tune. It’s done 
skillfully enough to betray classical 
terp training. Did two numbers, 
“Walkin’ on Air” and “ "Taint Neces- 
sarily So,” both good for top — 

ose. 


SANDRA BARRETT 


Taps 
5 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 

A tall lissome gal, she drew wolf- 
calls from the Strand upper tier, 
which gives an idea. Her taps match, 
In short, she’s OK for sight and 
sound, as she uncorks a snappy two- 
routine specialty. It’s an excellent 





picture house entr’acte and qualifies 
Miss Barrett for niteries and musi- 
comedy as well bel. 


Allan Jones to Par, N. Y. 


Allan Jones is signed for the 
Paramount theatre, N. Y., starting in 
May. Band and surrounding talent 
not yet set. Salary is reported as 
$4,000 weekly. 

Jones has played the Paramount 
before. His last date on Broadway 
was at Loew’s State less than a year 
ago. 


STOCCO GETS LONDON CIRO'S 


London, Feb. 20. 

Fausto Stocco took over Ciro’s 
club. His first cabaret attraction is 
Daphne and Jack Barker. Bate’s 
club, once famous Bridge club, taken 
over by owners of Slavia club with 
_policy changed to social club, with 
| dancing to two bands. 
John Mills, who operates Les Am- 
| bassadeurs and Milray clubs, latter 
in partnership with Maestro Harry 
|\Roy, is opening another club in 
| Berkeley street. 








SHERWIN ON N. AFRICA TOUR 


Loudon, Feb. 15. 

Manning Sherwin off to Gibraltar, 
Azores and North Africa to entertain 
the troops for six weeks. Takes with 
him Esther Coleman, Edward Baxter 
and Peggy Hahn, discovery of Jack 
Buchanan. 

Unit will be known as “Manning 
Sherwin and His Music.” 
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Showdown Between ATAM, 2 Detroit 


Theatres on Basic Union Contracts 


Three-year refusal by operators of 
the Cass and Lafayette theatres, De- 
troit. to engage members of the Assn. 
of Theatrical Agents and Managers 
union as house managers of those 
legiters has reached a climax. ATAM 
has sent basic contracts to both the- 


atres with the warning that unless 
they are signatured by Friday (9) 
“we shall take any and all appro- 


priate steps to protect the rights of 
s a settlement or ac- 
nouse owners ol 


deadline 


Ame a Fe ation of I 
revorted ready to 
ATAM 


veteran 


atrical unions are 
act in concert with 

E. D. (Ed) Stair, Detroit 
showman, is said to have blocked the 
} 


engaging of unlor ouse managers 
He owns the Cass, with the Shuberts 
said to have an equal interest, same 


being in on the Lafay- 
that the “strike,” 


spread to 


managers ; Oo 
eite It's 18) 
if it occ ira \ 


on Broa 


sible 
houses 
t did several 


\TAMet 


years 


picketed 


» 


the Cas 
proauc- 


“Oklahoma!” is current at 
tne 
tion cannot be movea out, nor car 
“One Touch of Vent ’ (first 
for the Lat moved in. Sin 
ilarly, “Ti Doll's 
the Lafavet Il not n 
“Ramshackile opel 
booked next Monday (12). 

Understood that Marcus Heiman, 
head of the United Booking Office, 
sought to siraighten out the Detroit 
situation for ATAM. UBO has been 
informed of the warning, as have 
Equity, stagehands and musicians’ 
unions. Letters from ATAM setting 
the deadline were sent to Harry Mc- 
Kee, of Cass, and David Neder- 
lander, of the Lafayette. Latte 
had plenty of 1 mixups, espe- 
cially with the musicians. 


3 EQUITY MEMBERS 
KILLED IN ACTION 


Three more Equity members have 
been killed in action, reports of 
their loss having been received last 
week. Lt. Randolph Preston. 31, was 
a casualty in France on Feb. 2, hav- 


if the strik? occurs 


Siated 
cetie ) ope 
House,” now at 
ove out, nol 


there a 


the 
has 


non 


ing been overseas with the 36th 
Division, Seventh Army, for six 
months. He appeared in “By Jup- 


iter,” “In Time to Come” and in| 
stock engagements. For one season | 
he directed the Dallas civic theatre. | 
Preston had been wounded previous- 
ly and while hospitalized organized | 
shows for other wounded men. | 

Lt. John C. Viebrock was killed | 
in Belgium Dec. 22, having been 
with Co. K, 26th Infantry. He was a 
junior Equityite, not being in show 
business very long. Another recent 
casualty was Pvt. Alfred Etcheverry, 
killed in Luxembourg. He was a 
graduate of the University 
rado and lived at Berkeley 
ceased was in the cast 
Largo.” 

Nearly a score of Equity 
have been lost at the war 
date 


, Cal. De- 
of “Key 


members 
fronts to 


° 

Tix Delivery Fee Heard 
Suit by McBride’s against Paul 
Moss who, as license commissioner, 
forbids agencies from charging 50c 
for ticket deliveries to homes and 
offices, was finally heard by Justice 
Lloyd Church last week, court re- 
serving decision. Case had been 
pending all season. Moss claimed 
the reason for his edict was that cer- 
tain brokers had been charging ex- 
cessive rates for delivery, also that 
the state statute in fixing an “ulti- 
mate” price for tickets at 75c over 


the boxoffice, plus federal tax. 
barred delivery fees. 
His ruling was contrary to the 


legit ticket code, which permits the 
50c delivery fee. 


Frank Fay to Be Collie 
At Lambs Gambol 
Frank Fay, starring in “Harvey,” 
48th Street, N. Y., will be Collie at 
the Lambs Gambol, to be held at the 


clubhouse Sunday, March 18. Con- 
forming to a change in schedule this 


fusing a pair on the cuff to J. J. 
Shubert, among other things. To 
| quote, in part: 

“Remember last Sunday’s letter 


here from Tennessee Williams? Well, 


of Colo- | 





+ 
! . . . 
‘Fined in Fire Violation, 
Closes Chi Am Theatre 
March 6. 
and costs 
Municipal 
to discon- 
Player 
amateurs’ sl after he 
was ordered to do so by fire pre 


bureau, J. Bradle; 
announced he has can 


} Chicago. 
Following fine of $100 
levied against him by 
Judge Hasten for failure 
tinue operation of Uptown 
theatre ywease 
vention 
operator 
celled all performances and ordered 

ises closed until there's a con 
of all fire and buildi: 


pren 
pliance g ordi- 
lances 

Also fined, as part of present cam 
paign to fire hazards i 
Chi amusement was Al Hoh- 
mann, manager of Melody Club nit- 
ery, although Hohmann is skedded 
to appear later this week for hearing 
on motion to vacate fine if violations 


clear up 


spots 


corrected 


are 


|} Northampton (5): Court Sq., Spring 
| field 


| (9-10) 


‘Chicken Every Sunday’ 
For England to Shephard 


English rights to the Philip and 
Jules Epstein dramatization of the 
Rosemary Taylor novel “Chicken 
Every Sunday,” have been sold to 
Firth Shephard. London production 


set for October. 
William Morris agency set- the 
deal. 





Current Road Shows 


(Period Covering Mar. 5-1 
“Bill Comes Back” Acad Mus 


(6-7): Shubert. New Haven 
(8-10) 


“Blithe Spirit” 


Worth, Ft. Wort! 
(5): Paramount, Austin (6); Texas 
Antonio (7-8): Mus. H., Hot 
City Aud., Shreveport (12 
Muni. Aud., New Orleans (14); Lan- 
ier Aud., Montgomery (15); Tem 
Birmingham (16-17). 


San 


le, 





Chi Critic Ashton Stevens 
Raps ‘Menagerie’ Backer 


On Handling of Show 


March 6 


p.a., 


Chicago, 


com- 


and 


Exasperation of actors, 
pany manager, playwright 
others connected with “Glass Men- 
skedded to open at Play- 
house, N. Y., March 31, over the way 
Louis J. Singer, N. Y. business man 
and theatrical tvro who backed the 
play, has handled his end of the deal 
came out in the open Sunday (4) 
in Ashton Stevens’ drama column in 
Chi Herald-American. 


Stevens took Singer to task for re- 


agerie,.”’ 


scores of tear-sheets containing that 
column were to have been mailed 
by the press department of ‘Men- 
agerie’ to eastern drama critcs and 
drama editors. But Louis J. Singer, 
financier of the production, said no; 
he refused to countenance the slight 
cost. 

“Seems Mr. Singer, 
raphy in the Civic’s program de- 
scribes him as a ‘well-known New 
York banker,’ as well as ‘a well- 
known patron of the arts,’ didn’t like 
Mr. Williams’ description of the con- 
temporary hit-and-run theatre as 
‘misshapen because of the many dis- 
tortions that have taken place since 
businessmen and gamblers discov- 
|ered that the theatre could be made 
| a part of their empire. 
“Mr. Singer is the first man or 
| midget I've ever known in show 
| business who has objected to the 
| words businessman and gambler. 
| “I and the rest of Chicago are 
| glad he was a businessman who 
| gambled $60,000 on what has turned 
| out to be a priceless play. But I 
| think he piked when he attempted 
| to suppress national circulation of a 
letter by the author of the play 
| which is enriching him—just as I 
; think he piked the other night by 
| refusing a pair of courtesy tickets to 
the visiting manager, J. J. Shubert. 

“True, the Civic’s theatre—wise 
| treasurer, John Laurie, sent out of 
his own pocket a refund to J. J.’s 
local satrap. But thi® $7.20 was en- 
thusiasticaliy refused by Abe Cohn 
(local Shubert rep), with the ob- 
servation that it might cost Mr. 
| Singer even $7.25 next time he tried 
|} to do business with the Messrs. 
Shubert.” 


whose biog- 


| Nedda Harrigan Out Of 
USO ‘Dinner’ in ‘Mystery’ 


“Blossom Time’—Civic Opera H.. | 
Chi. (5-17) 

“Calico Wedding”’—Locust, Phila. | 
(5-10). 

“Catherine Was Great” Hanna. | 
Cleve (5-10): Studebaker, Chi 
(12-17) 

“Chicken Ever Sunday” — Black- | 
| stone Chi. (5-17) 

“Dark of the Moon” Shubert 
Bost. (5-10). 

“Deep Mrs. Sykes”—Wilbur, Bost 
(5-10); Plymouth, Bost. (12-17) 

“Doll’s House”—Shubert-Lafayette 
Det. (5-10): Roval Alex, Toronto 
(12-17). 

“Firebrand of Florence” (“Much 
Ado About Love’’)—Colonial, Bos. | 
(5-17). 

“Foolish Notion” Nat'l, Wash 
(5-10). 

Gilbert & Sullivan—Russ Aud... 
San Diego (5-6): Mun. Aud., Long 
Beach (7): Civic Aud., Fresno (9); 
Mem. Aud., Sacrarnento (10); Cur-| 


ran, Frisco (12-17). 
“Good Night Ladies” (2nd co.)— 
English, Ind’plis (5-7); Colonial, Ak- 
ron (8): Park. Youngstown (9-10); 
Nixon, Pitts. (12-17) 
“Happily Ever After” — 
Phila. (5-10) 
“Harriet” 


Walnut, 


— Orpheum, Davenport | 
(5): Shrine Aud.. Des Moines (6);| 
Omaha. Omaha (7); Mus. H., Kan- 
sas C. (8-10): Convention H., Tulsa | 
(12): Shrine, Okla C. (13-14); 
Forum, Wichita (15). 
“Jacobowsky and the Colone!l’— 
Ford’s, Balto. (12-17). 

“Kiss and Tell” (2d Co.)— Ford's, 
Balto. (5-10); Walnut, Phila. (12-17). | 

“Kiss and Tell” (3d Co.)—David- 
son, Milwaukee (5-10); Parkway, 
Madison (12-13); Palace, So. Bend 
(14); Shrine Mosque, Ft. Wayne (15); 
Park, Youngstown (16-17). 


“Kiss Them For Me” (‘Lovely 
Leave’ )—Locust, Phila. (8-17). 
“Life With Father” (2d Co.)— 


Biltmore, L. A. (5-17). 

“Merry Widow”—Shubert, 
(5-17). 

“Merry Widow” (2d Co.)—Shrine. 
Peoria (5); Orpheum, Springfield 
(6); Orpheum, Decatur (7); Fischer, 
Danville (8); Keith’s, Grand Rapids 
(9-10): State, Kalamazoo (12); Bijou, 
Battle Creek (13); Mich., Lansing 
(14); Temple, Saginaw (15): Palace, 


Phila. 


Flint (16): Michigan, Ann Arbor 
(17). 
“No Traveler Returns” — Curran, 


Frisco (5-10); Metro, Seattle (13-17). 
“Oklahoma” (2d Co.)—Cass, Det. 

(5-10); Hartman, Columbus (12-17). 
“One Touch of Venus”’—Nixon, 

Pitts. (5-10); Cass, Detroit (12-17). 

“Othello”—Geary, Frisco (5-17). 

“Over 21”—Studebaker, Chi. (5- 
10); Erlanger, Buffalo (12-15); Aud., 
Rochester (16-17). 

“Place of Our Own” — Lyric, 
Bridgeport (9-10); Wilbur, Bost. (12- 
17). 

“Ramshackle Inn”—American, St. 
Louis (5-10); Shubert-Lafayette, De- 
troit (12-17). 

“Rosalinda” — Hartman, Columbus 
(5-7); English, Ind’plis (8-10): Er- 
langer, Chi. (12-17). 

San Carlo Op. Co.—Aud., Winni- 
peg (3-10); Aud.. Grand Forks (12): 
Aud., St. Paul, (13-14); Lyceum, 





Nedda Harrigan, who was in USO- 
Camp Shows’ “The Man Who Came 
i'to Dinner,” suddenly returned to 
New York late last week after hav- 
ing been en route to a port of em- 
barkation. Actress said she had 
been sent for by USO-CS, but latter 
stated the withdrawal of Miss Har- 
rigan was a mystery. Moss Hart is 
|Starred in the USO-CS “Dinner,” 
| Haila Stoddard and Miss Harrigan 
| being co-featured. There will be no 


| replacement, script being revised by 


| Hart, the part virtually being writ- 


season. the affair will begin at five | ten out. 


o'clock, the show going on one hour 
later, dinner starting at 8:30. 


Miss Harrigan, a vet actress, was 
overseas for USO with “Over 21,” 


Dress is optional—but dress, reads| which she played for Gls in Africa 


the announcement, 


and Italy last year. 


Minneapolis (15-17). 

“Searching Wind”—Erlanger, Chi. 
(5-10); Amer., St. Louis (12-17). 

“StarSpangied Widow” — Shu- 
bert, New Haven (15-17). 

“Student Prince’ — Lyric, Allen- 
town (5); Rajah. Reading (6); Karl- 
j}ton, Williamsport (7); Mem. Aud., 
| Trenton (8): Playhouse, Wilmington 

(9-10); Nat'l, Wash. (12-17). 

“Ten Little Indians” (2d Co.) 
Harris, Chi. (5-17). 
| “Twe Mrs. Carrolis” —- Erlanger, 
Buffalo (5-8); Aud., Rochester (9- 
10); Shubert, Bost. (12-17). 

“Voice of Turtle” (2d Co.)—Sel- 
wyn, Chi. (5-17). 

“Winged Victory”—Forrest, Phila. 


i he 
|my reputation 
| ticularly ticket brokers 


| CILIZeNn, 


| rived 


@ * 
Inside Stuff—Legit 
Report from out of town that “Dark of the Moon” is using 18 Musiciang 
was incorrect. Show has an incidental score, but uses only one music. 
maker, a pianist who plays backstage and is never in view of the audience 


“Moon” has played several out of town stands, local musicians unions in 
each spot classifying it as drama. Show is current in Boston, where 


Guthrie McClintic is tightening up the performance for Lee Shubert, who 
produced the play, tried out in summer stock at Cambridge, Mass. last 
summer, 

“Moon” opens at the 46th Street, N. Y., next Wednesday (14). New 
York's local, which classified “The Tempest,” Alvin, as a musical. making 
it necessary to use 18 men in the pit at the musical comedy scale, has not 
vet ruled on “Moon.” If the show’s status is not charged the minimum 

|of four men will be in the pit. playing only at intermissions 

|” “The Two Mrs Carrolls” opened its first touring date Monday (5) in 
| Buffalo after laying off a month after the run ended at the Boot N. ¥. 
Show was slated to open the road dates in Rochester, N. Y., last Friday 
(3), but Elisabeth Bergner had a bad throat and the stand wa: cancelled. 

When the Broadway engagement ended the company was give: notice 

but four players remained and, under Equity rules, were paid salary. 
| Ph lion Ober was among those who withdrew being replaced by Joel 
i} Ashley Ober replaced Harvey Stephens in “Over 21.” on tow Latter 
| replaces Elliott Nugent in “Voice of the Turtle,” Morosco. Latter is leay- 


ing “Turtle” ‘temporarily, attending out-of-town tryouts of his “A Place 
Of Our Own,” which John Golden, Robert Montgomery and Nugent are 


producing 


Irene Delmar, of the N. Y. World-Telegram staff, bylined a story about 
Paul Moss, even though the license commissioner “refused” an interview 
saying: “I haven't said anything to the papers for five That's 
the Sphinx.” Latter got a laugh from show people- ~par- 
Thereupon Miss Delmar dug up a story that Mogg 
1944 anniversary number. 


years 


wrote for the “Variety’ 


He then said: “It’s not a matter of censorship or personal vie as to 
what is decent or moral but rather that a public official should be to erant, 
liberal and mindful of the tendency of the times.” Recalled that the champ 
“dirt” show of all time, “Tobacco Road,’ ran on and on without Mosg 


making any cracks about it. World-Telly refers to it as the “bucolic idyll 


of the deep south.” 


Cast of “The Overtons,” Booth, N. Y., went on a reduced salary basis 
last week to variable cuts, according to their contractual pay None was 
on minimum pay, as indicated by the slices, some being chopped 30%, 
others 25° and the balance 15%. 


Play moves to the Forrest next Monday (12), as planned, but “The Deep 
Mrs. Sykes.” and not “Bill Comes Back,” follows at the Booth. Rachel 
Crothers’ “Bill” needs script revision and John Golden will keep it out 


longer than anticipated 


Jed Harris inserted a trick extra-space ad in Sunday's (4) N. Y. papers 


|} headed “What your favorite ticket broker says about ‘One Man Show’,” 


which he recently opened at the Barrymore, N. Y. Then followed favorable 
quotes from eight brokers in the imaginary jargon of agency people. One 
leading agency man supposedly said: “No muscle or lung needed on 
this ticket.” The broker quoted is known to be a literate, conservative 
The show's grosses aren't consistent with the ad copy 
Somewhere in Italy the USO-Camp Shows legiter, “Kiss and Tell,” ar- 
after its sea voyage for its first date, only to find the entire pro- 
duction missing, lost somewhere in transit. Rather than cancel. company 
manager Walter E. Munroe improvised set, borrowed clothes and rounded 
up complete new set of props, and show opened as skedded. Scenery was 
located four days lafer. Company includes Marjorie Gateson and Car- 
melita Pope. 

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt is one of many repeaters at “Harvey,” 48th 
Street, N. Y. First time she saw the comedy was the night after election, 
and judging from her “My Day” column she evidently missed some points 
in the dialog. 

First Lady made a second visit last week and again mentioned “Harvey” 
in her column, but in a much more positive manrer. 





Costumes and hats for the new USO-Camp Shows overseas legiter, 
“Man Who Came To Dinner,” valued at $4,000, were donated by Hattie 
Carnegie and John Frederick. Camp Shows did not pay for the material, 
as erroneously reported previously. 





Zac Freedman claims he’s the “sultan” of N. Y. press agents because he 
represents “Follow the Girls,” 44th Street; “School For Brides,” Ambas- 
sador, and “Good Night Ladies,” Royale. In addition to that he’s to pub- 
licize “Hot For Maneuvers.” 





Oscar Serlin has gone to the Coast to talk over casting of “Out Of Time” 
by Capt. Theodore Reeves. It’s not due until next season, however, when 
manager will also do “Bee In Her Bonnet,” by Peggy Lamson, recently 
tried out at the Dock Street theatre, Charlestown, S. C. 








Evelyn Laye- Waltzes’ = 
Clicko in London Preem 


London, March 6. 

“Three Waltzes,” which opened 
March 1 at the Princess theatre, 
appears to be a winner, with press 
generally favorable. 

It’s a colorful adaptation of the 
French musical, with Evelyn Laye 
scoring in the Yvonne Printemps 
role. 


Slavin Amus. Co. Split Up 
With Chi Theatre Sellout 


Chicago, March 6. 

With the purchase last week of 
Izzy Slavin’s half-interest in the 
Blackstone theatre by Richard W. 
Wilde, head of a mortgage banking 
house, the Slavin Amus. Co. has been 
dissolved and the Blackstone The- 
atre Corp. formed with Wilde as 
president. Amount paid Slavin, who 
has left for California, was not dis- 
closed. 

Slavin acquired the theatre from 
the Diven estate in April, 1941, in 
conjunction with George Rochford 
and Harry Rosnagle, secretary of the 
Shubert-controlled Harris Theatre 
Corp., who continue to own the 
other 50% interest. Rochford has 
been elected vice-president of the 
new corporation and Rosnagle, treas- 
urer. John McManus will continue 








(5-17). 


as manager of the theatre. 





| Lindsay-Crouse Deny ~ 


Antip Rights to ‘Father 


Private advices from Australia in- 
clude an item that “Life With 
Father” had been announced for the 
Minerva theatre, Sydney, some 
weeks ago. Howard Lindsay and 
Russel Crouse, who wrote the piay, 
own the Aussie and other rights, ex- 
cept for London, where Oscar Serlin, 
who produced the laugh smash, now 
in its sixth year at the Empire, N. Y» 
has the privilege to present it. 

L.&C. say that nobody bought the 
“Father” rights and if the comedy 
smash is playing in the Antipodes, 
some guy must have pulled a sneak 
steal. If they can lure Frank Sulll- 
van, their constant angel, away from 
Saratoga, they want to parcel-post 
him to Aussie to find out what it’s 
all about. 





Roz Russell Plans 
To Produce Play 


Hollywood, March 6. 

Stage rights to “Why Was I Born?” 
new novel by Louise Randall Pier- 
son, were bought by Rosalind Rus 
sell, who will have it dramatized for 
light production. 

Book is based on the authors 
comic experiences as a screen writer 
in Hollywood. 
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~ Board System Would Solve It All 


The to-do over “Trio” brings up again an elementary shoricoming in 
the New York civic system, so far as show business is concerned. That's 
the one-man licensing privilege. ; 

Were it a board system of regulation there would be no need for 
condemning Paul Moss or any other civic servant as a “menace,” nor 
would there be any need for the churchmen to “endorse” License Com- 
missioner Moss, Mayor LaGuardia or anybody else for their “forth- 
right courage.” 

It’s as simple as all that. A board would take the burden of any 
arbitrary, one-man control off that one man. the board could also 
enlist some showmen to sit in on the self-regulation, ao much the 

etter. 

, toes all the Sue and cry about “God of Vengeance,” “The Captive,” 
“The Green Bay Tree,” backing in the wagon for Mae West’s “Pleasure 
Man.” “Wine, Woman and Song,” “Trio” and all the rest of it, through 
the years, would be unsensational. It would relieve the city fathers 
of grave responsibilities. It would not accentuate the negative aspects 
of the Americai theatre, and wouldn't require the Civil Liberties au- 
thorities and the theatre to worry about its freedom of expression. 
In short, look at all the grief such a board could sidestep. Abel. 


Barns Mantle Sees ‘Trio Closing 


As Leading to Greater Censor Evils 





Tuerk, Flanun and Gordon 
Producing Russell Play 


John Tuerk will produce, in asso- 


ciation with Donald amm and 
Charles K. Gordon, q new eomedy 
by Benee Russell. the author, a 


songsmith, makes his debut ag a 
playwright with “Twilight ‘People. 

Gordon first brought the seript to 
Flamm who, in turn, gave it to Tuerk 
to put on, with Flamm bankrolling 
| the venture 50%. 





By Sabinson for 


'Moss Backed ‘Dirty’ Play 


} 
| 
| 








Dave Wolper’s 


Family infidelities—in which 
the wife had harlot desires—-was 
the theme of a play of which 
New York License Commission- 

ad © er Paul Moss was reported to 
/ nancia 0eS have been a co-producer years 
} ago on Broadway It was “This 


Was a Man,” by Noel Coward, 


y . , + } 
Dave Wolper, who sky-rocketed and was one of four flops backed 
last season on Broadway in produc- by Moss though the billing 
ing “Follow the Girls,” 44th Street,| ™entioned only Basil Dean as 


the produce: 

“Man” ran four weeks at the 
Klaw (later called the Avon, but 
now a radio theatre). Play was 
banned in England by the Lord 


is now burdened with financial | 


troubles and is no longer connected | 
with the musical’s management. For- 
mer Qperator of the Hurricane, a 
main stem nightclub, began quarrel- Chamberlain because of its 
| ing with his backers early in run| theme. 

| of “Girls” and there were internal | geoe— = 





+ New 








(Burns Mantle in an address + 
over WNEW, N. Y., on Sunday 


| squabbles ever since he removed Al | 


(4) commented on the censor- 
ship revolt that has flared wp 
over N. Y. License Commis- 
sioner Moss’ decision to erase 
“Trio” from the Broadway legit 
scene. A portion of the remarks 
of the veteran N. Y. Newe’ 
drama critic is reprinted here- 
with.) 


By 
we seem to 


BURNS MANTLE 

Well, be having a 
little trouble with our license com- 
missioner. And our license commis- 
sioner seems to be having a good 
deal of the theatre. 
It all started when the commission- 
er, Paul Moss, finally agreed that 16 
ministers of the gospel, 
know much about the theatre but 
krow what they like, decided that a 
drama called “Trio” was not a fit 
play for people to see. The 16 min- 
isters, I suspect, were also upheld 
by Mayor LaGuardia. Commissioner 
Moss is not likely to take any de- 
cisive action without the mayor's 
approval. 


trouble with 


who don’t! 





Mona Barrie Replaces 
George in ‘Spirit’ 


San Antonio, March 6 


Mona Barrie, stage and screen ac- 
tress, has replaced Gladys George in 
“Blithe Spirit,” scheduled to play 
here March 7 and 8. 

Miss George has been ill. 


See Record Pic 
Outlay for Legits 


This season will probably estab- 
lish a new high in the amount of 
money that Hollywood will spend 
on picture rights for 
shows. Already the studios have 
committed themselves to pay con- 
siderably more than $2,000,000 for 
four plays. Only one of this season’s 
collection of hits is included in the 
fabulous pic-rights prices, the others 


Broadway | 


| 


| 


| ing 


| wrote the play, latter charging that/| year’s 12-month total of $2,804,200 
| Wolper failed to pay the royalties.| Most of heavy grossers are still to 


} 


| 
| 


| 


In any event, the commissioner | being from previous years, but when | 


decided that “Trio” could not be 
played, and told the lessees of the 
Belasco theatre that he would not 
issue them a license unless the play 
was withdrawn. 

Commissioner Moss, of course, was 
only carrying out instructions from 
higher up. The censor-fighters are 
right in opposing him. If he should 
get away with this particular or- 
der; if “Trio” should be banned from 
the stage because 16 ministers of 
the gospel and a sensitive mayor ob- 
ject to its subject matter, then any- 
thing might happen. It is perfectly 
right and proper for holy men to 
object to what they believe is bad 
for the morals of the people and 
the communities which they serve. 
They are and should be the selected 
guardians of their parishioners’ wel- 
fare. But after they have registered 
their complaint, then it is up to the 
duly elected court authorities to say 
whether or not they are right or 
merely prejudiced. Censorship such 


2 nem 


“aS that représéiitéa by Cuiiiiiission- 


er Moss's arbitrary closing of this 
drama, “Trio,” on the complaints 
presented, is not only unfair, it is 
undemocratic and, worst of all, 
downright dangerous. It could easi- 
ly lead to a type of political cen- 
sorship that would be, in this coun- 
try, as unthinkable as it quickly 
proves impossible. No self-respect- 
ing democracy would stand for it. 
cs * id 


“Trio” An Honest Drama 


This “Trio” is, or was, an honest 
drama unusually well directed and 
forcefully acted. It was never of- 
fensive to any intelligent person. 
But it was also one of those dis- 
cussions of an unhealthy theme that 
should be approached with at least 
some intelligence and understand- 
ing. It was adult and meaningful, 
but also uncomfortably realistic. I 
don’t believe any person's morals, or 
character, would be adversely af- 
fected by sitting through it. Neither 
do I believe any person would be 
helpfully uplifted by sitting through 
it. Unless it were by such satisfy- 
ing thrills as they would get from 
the almost perfect acting presenta- 
tion of a vital human problem which 
“Trio” did present. 

” oa * 

One trouble with these censorship 
flareups—and one I hate always re- 
gretted—is their effect on the thea- 
tre as an institution and on its bet- 
ter progress. So much happens that 


(Continued on page 52) 





| set. 
' this season’s product, “The Hasty 
| Heart,” were bought, but the price 





and if the other sock shows of the 
1944-45 period are corraled by the 
Coast, it’s almost certain that a new 
Broadway-Hollywood record will be 
Recently, rights to another of 


was comparatively modest. 


The film-rights figures given on 
the golden quartet total $1,900,000 
but there are percentages on profits 
to apply for two plays, “Life With 
Father” (Empire) and “The Voice of 
the Turtle,” (Morosco). Warners 
took them both, for a base price of 
$500,000 each, plus an undisclosed 
percentage. 20th-Fox has the rights 
of “Junior Miss” (now off the 
boards), for which it is reputed to 
have paid $450,000, while Paramount 
went for $450,000 to secure “Dear 
Ruth” (Miller). It’s the highest price 
Par ever paid for a Broadway play. 
Understood that several producers 
and directors of that studio ex- 
pressed unusual interest in the com- 


“@Gy, “aii sayiiig they” waitied “tw “fiz 


it, so the New York office bought it. 

“Ruth” is the first show presented 
this season grabbed by the Coast as 
of early this week but other deals 
are pending. In addition to the for- 
tune paid for “Father” and the 
agreed-on percentage, there are 
many rules and stipulations imposed 
on Warners as to the manner of the 
filming. 

Warners also bought “The Hasty 
Heart” (Hudson) from Lindsay and 
Crouse, for $100,000 plus a percent- 


age which applies after the picture | ditions of ¢ 


grosses $1,500,000. “Heart” is the 
second of this season’s product to be 
sold to the studios. 


Washburn, Weatherly 
To Handle Rose’s Press 


Billy Rose’s hunt for a new press 


agent on “Seven Lively Arts,” Zieg- | 


feld, N. Y., is over, temporarily at 
least. When Wolfe Kaufman lammed 
Saturday (3) Tom Weatherly, quon- 
dam producer and press agent for 
Dwight Deere Wiman, stepped in. 
The contract for the “Arts” job was 
given to Charles Washburn, he tech- 
nically being senior man as he re- 
tains the publicity post for “Hats Off 
to Ice” at the Center, Radio City. 
Deal calls for Weatherly to 
Washburn’s associate. 

Wiman is slatea to return to the 


| In exchange the backers were given 
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Borde’s name from the billing as co- 
producer. Borde and Chicago asso- 
clates supplied the principal bank- 
roll for the show 

This season Wolper tried his hand 


at drama, presenting “Men To the | 


Sea,” a flop. That was a trifle com- 
pared to another musical, “Glad to 
See You,” which folded during the | 
out-of-town tryout, going into the | 
red for more than $250,000, acccord- | 
to reports. An aftermath to} 
“Sea” involved Herbert Kubly, who | 


It seems that the manager offered | 
Kubly notes which were rejected. | 
Case was arbitrated and interest | 


provided in the notes was ruled out 


Last week it was disclosed that 
Justice Aaron J. Levy signed an or- 
der forbidding Walproductions, Inc., 
from selling securities in the state | 
of New York, ground being the alle- | 
gation of fraud in the financing of 
“Glad.” Wolper and his brother 
Irving headed the corporation and 
it was charged that they sold 29 
more shares in the show than they | 
possessed. It appears that when 
fresh bankrolling was needed Wol- | 
pe- obtained loans from backers, | 
amounts named being $1,750 each. 





a share of stock calling for 6% in- 
terest guaranteed, the certificates be- 
ing called a bonus. 

Wolper is quoted as saying he lost | 
$90,000 of his own coin in “Glad,” 
“which suffered epic misfortunes.” 
Emil Friedlander is representing 
some of the backers of “Girls,” the 
deal which ousted Wolper having 
taken weeks of negotiation. 


‘JR. MISS’ TROUPE CITED 
FOR OVERSEAS SERVICE 


High praise for the overseas legiter 
“Junior Miss,” as being “in the high- 
est traditions of the theatre,” was 
voiced By Major General Arthur R. 


Wilson, at Continental Advance 
Section headquarters, somewhere in 
France, to US 
Photostatic copies of letter have) 
been sent to Max’ Gordon, who pro-| 
duced comedy on Broadway; to 
authors Jerome Chodorov’ and 
Joseph Fields, and to Frank Heller, 
who staged foxhole version. 

“The professional standard main- 
tained, the invariable sportsmanship 
and good humor shown, and the un- 
tiring energy expended in putting 
the show across to the greatest num- 
ber of soldiers possible,” wrote Gen- 
eral Wilson, “was in the highest tra- | 
he theatre. It is with) 
great pleasure that I add my thanks! 
to my staff's for the splendid job| 
done by this troupe.” 

Legiter is headed by Carol Good- 
ner and Pat Peardon, latter having} 
been in the Broadway production. | 














Sere is Reel 


“I'll Be Waiting”—Harry Goetz. 
“Cage”—Jules Denes. 
“Marriage Is For Single People”— | 
Ruth Holden. 
“Carousel”—Theatre Guild. 





' 
| 


“Sweet Genevieve”’—Schute & 
Schute. 
“Lady in Danger”’—Fisher and) 

| Allen. 


be | 


managerial field next fall and Elise | 
Chisholm is slated to handle his press | 


job. 


“Dinner For 3°—Tim Whalen. 
“Star Spangled Widew"—Maxman | 
and Kipness. } 
“It’s a Gift”- -Goval. 


Hart. 


| registered by Dante’s magic show, | 
_censor... we cannot accept that as- 


~“USO-Camp ~~ Shdws? 


“Dear Ruth” (road)—Hvyman aod 


L A’s $1,214,600 


For Ist 6 Mos. 


La Guardia, Moss Show Biz Targets 
In N. Y. Censorship of ‘Trio’;~Suit 


$1,000,000 Damages 


York’s Mayor La Guardia 
land his license commissioner, Paul 


i 


| Moss, were the targets of show busi- 


} ness, as expected, last week because 
| of the latter’s forced closing of 
i“Trio” after it played eight weeks 
at the Belasco. N.Y A damage ac- 
tior eeking $1.000.000 was filed by 
the show’s producer i meeting rep- 
resentative of all factions in the 
theatre demanded that one-man 
‘ensorship be eradicated and several 
zroups asked the mayor to oust 
Moss, which he refused to do On 
top all this was the revelation 
that Frankie and Johnny” was 
“dirty” ballet but that it was per- 
mitted to give a performance any- 
way at the city-operated City Cen- 

ter 
In letters answering the protests 


sent him by stage groups. including 
the Dramatists Guild and Equity, La 


Guardia intimated that it was he 
and not the commissioner who as- 
sumed the guise of censo! The let- 
ters from City Hall were: allegedly 


evasive and misstatements 
the end of 


Only at 


one answer did the 


| mayor suggest changing the statute 


Los Angeles, March 6 


Roundup of legit grosses in this city ; 


for the first six months of the sea- 
son, ending Feb. 28, discloses ticket 
sales of $1,214,600, compared to last 


on licenses. Answering La Guardia, 
Russel Crouse, head of the Authors 
League of America, which includes 
the Dramatists Guild, said that the 
mayor's letter was “forthright only 
in your assumption of full responsi- 


| bility for the action of Commis- 
| . 
sioner Moss. at s 
come. oe - Tha : ha . made one 
t - aspect o case cle 
Based on last year’s figures, the ‘SI . . oo 
Civic Light Opera Ass’n season at There is no evidence that the 
the Philharmonic is estimated to| mayor saw “Trio” but in his letter 


draw around $400,000, if the 12-week | 


to the authors he voiced objection 


|to the portrayal of “mental infirmi- 


schedule goes through as planned. 
Coming to the Biltmore are such} ties, defective genital organs or 
Broadway shows as “Harriet.” | glandular irregularities as a justi- 
“Over 21,” “The Barretts of Wim-| fication for degenerate behavior.” 
pole Street” and “Oklahoma,” with; Crouse opined that La Guardia was 
the last mentioned practically sure | “taking a very large and obvious 
of SRO for approximately eight | red herring by the tail and dragging 
weeks. Meanwhile, the legit houses | it across the trail...we have never 
figure to benefit by the nitery cur- | at any time sought to defend ‘Trio’ 
few, which may turn customers to|or any other play on its moral 
stage entertainment merits. We believe that to be the 
“Blackouts” Tops jurisdiction of the courts...we will 
Heaviest single grosser was Ken. fight against one-man crusades con- 
Murray’s “Blackouts of 1944-45” at | trary to established legal practices. 


El Capitan, with a total of $392,700 


“Deny Censorship” 
“You deny any thought of censor- 


for 26 weeks. Highest week was 
during the holidays, checking up| ship on the part of Mr. Moss or 
$20,000 with the aid of extra shows. | yourself and yet you say in your 


Lowest was the week before Christ- 
mas when the take dropped to $14,- 
000. 

Second grosser was the Biltmore 
which was open 21 weeks, with | 
“Othello” leading the money-makers | 
by ringing up $90,000 in three 
stanzas. Weakest week was $7,200 | 


“Cockeyed Inferno.” 

Philharmonic Auditorium was 
open to legit shows fer only eight 
weeks but did a business of $256,- | 
200. Topper was “Winged Victory,” | 
which clicked for $124,500 in a) 
three-week period. Over a similar | 
stretch, “Porgy and Bess” drew $91,- 
700. 

_ Small Shows Net Coin 

At the Belasco, “Maid in the 
Ozarks” has grossed $178,700 in 20 
weeks and may continue through 
the summer. At the Musart, a 389- 
seater, “Petticoat Feyer” and 
“Honey in the Hay” chalked up $69.- 
300 in 22 weeks, with “Honey” still 
running after its 10th week. Mayan 
theatre was open only four weeks, | 
with “White Cargo” drawing $21,- | 
000, but Paul Small’s “Fun Time” | 
has moved in for an extended stay. | 

Los Angeles legit houses were re- 


; duced by one through the switch of | 


the Music Box (now the Guild) to} 
a motion picture policy. Last year | 
it grossed $321,000 on flesh shows. 


Wash. Seeks $100,000 
For Muny Theatre 
Washington, March 6. 
More than 200 sponsors met in the 


Congressional room of the Hotel 


Willard last week to launch a drive 
for $100,000 to constitute a sustain- | 
ing fund for a municipal theatre. 
Sponsors plan two musical com- 
edies which will be presented at the 
Water Gate this summer. Harry 
Anger, production supervisor of the 
Farle, and Gene Ford of the Capitol 
will present the shows. Auditions 
are now being held in the Govern- 
ment agencies to find talent to be 
moulded into a group which will in- 
clude professional performers. 





' hands union reps weren't. 


| letter to me: ‘If it is necessary, in 


order to retain your confidence, that 
I must shut my eyes to indecency 
and immorality and violation of the 
law, whether on cr off the stage, I 
fear I must lose it, as much as I 
would like to retain it.’ It seems to 
me, Mr. Mayor, that in that sentence 
you have assumed the position of 


sumption of censorial powers. We 


| believe in the right of tria! by jury 


as provided by the law.” 
At the protest meeting held at the 


| Hotel Astor Thursday (1), 96 per- 


sons were present, representing 22 
theatrical organizations and unions, 
one of the most solid fronts ever 
assembled by show business. To the 


Gi sappomtiment of practical SG w- 
men attending, the session was a 


field day for lawyers, no less than 
six of ’em spouting when the stage- 
Roger N. 
Baldwin, of the Civil Liberties 
Union, was chairman. 

It was decided to name a com- 
mittee, one person from each or- 
ganization, to call on the mayor in 
an attempt to clear up the censor- 
ship situation, which arose when 
Moss refused to transfer the Belasco 
theatre license (issued in the name 
of Max J. Jelin, dispossessed) un- 


|less “Trio” was ousted. Moss re- 
| fused to transfer the license until 
| the show's setting and props were 


removed from the house. La Guar- 


| dia was quoted saying that Moss was 
/“only doing his duty,” presumably 


at the direction of the mayor. Two 
other committees were formed, one 
to draft legislation to prevent cen- 
sorship through licensing power and 
the other to consider “wartime dis- 
crimination against the theatre,” lat- 
ter meaning the threat to close 
Broadway because uf the coal short- 
age. 
“Puritan at Heart” 

At the meeting Osborne Frankel, 
jattorney for the Civil Liberties 
Union, said: “We all know that the 
inayor is a puritan at heart and 
would enjoy censoring our habits 
and morals.” Pointed out by Paul 


| Dullzell of Equity that the with 
i 


(Continued on page 52) 
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Frankie and Paul Were Sweethearts 


Right after the red-hot censorship 


“Trio,” Belasco, N. Y., John Chapman, critic 


went gunning for Mayor LaGuardia 
Moss At “Frankie a 
and operated N. Y. City Center, he 
dirty show 


. show 


tenaing 
night sponsored a 
couple of le 
wh 
‘Frankie and 


nat 


sbian: ben 


vou mav have heard if 


cn Y 
Johnny were 


but 


id Jo} 


whic 


situation over the forced closing ot 
for the N. Y. Daily News, 
and his license commissioner, Paul 
ballet at the city-owned 


mmnV, a 
started the notice with: “Moss last 
h had in it bawds, a pimp and a 
ya dance version ota s iloon song 
\ ent brought up ret 
i ho t Vv co love 
one l Is tne av t \ e got 
ro i ) s 
} 
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) I »f} is Vavo 
i McC hy Mo Whe 
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is unnecessary ind a little silly Fo 
instance, in order to stimulate then 
protest against the action of License 
Commissioner Moss. both Elmer Ric 


and Margaret Webster have resigned 


as members of the Board o 

rectors of the City Center of Music 
and Dran No to me there 1s 
work—and important work—for both 
these influential leaders in the the 
atre to accomplish connection 
with the building and advancement 
of what is the nearest thing to a 
people’s theatre in America we have 
yet developed To let a_ personal 


irritation and difference of opinion, 


however important in itself, drive 
them from the bigger. better work 
they can both do at City Center i: 
deeply regrettable To quit is so 
easy. Especially to quit a volunteer 
job. To get a little mad and shout 
in true American fashion, “All right 
if that’s the way you want it, I 
quit!” That's the easiest thing in 
the world. Takes neither courage nor 
much intelligence. To stick—and to 
do your best—that’s what counts 
And what wins in the long run 
Silliness of Censorship 


And consider the silliness of cen- 
sorship from another angle: There 
was a play produced in Washington 
a week or so ago entitled, “Dark of 
the Moon.” It contained what was 
described as a revolting scene of at- 











Theatre Directory 


SOc 


Contains every theatrical trade name 
in New York; 444 producers. 5 pages 
of costume designers, 7 pages cast- 
ing agents, names of newspaper 
porters, who print publicity, ete. 
Published by AC TUKS CUES from its 


re- 


“Mantle on Censorship Evils 
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S-year collection of names. Fdited 
by Leo Shull, 128 W. Rih st. 
LA. 4-3978. 
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FOR SALE 


Complete Origtmal Set and Scenery 

From the Broadway Show ‘CLAUDIA’ 

—tood Condition. Write to 
LAWRENCE M. ZINAMAN 


Riverside Drive 
York 32, N. Y. 


775 
New 
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tac! l Washi I crit and 
tl W ngio 4 Ol r ordered 
the scene elimina ! It was elimi- 
ited, and because vas eliminated 
representatives of the city authori- 
the tl ( iitive city ol 
Bosto: permitted Dar} of the 
Moon to be pDOoOoOKe! there No 
what happened? The play, which 
la told is a strong drama, played 
to capacity receipts in Washingto 
fol 1! e full ce Crii¢ rt ’ | ] t 
vyeek plaved to the capacity of the 


Boston 


while drama 


theatre in wort 


needs dirt or revolting 


scenes or profane lines to sell it 
It will sell itself Why jeopardize 
t by trying te make it sensational? 

I sometimes think showmen in 
general are about as _ short-sighted 
as any commercial group we have 
Lister if you want to, to the how l- 
ing of the nightclub proprietors that 
is rending the early spring air. War 


Mobilizer By and 
that If Was 


his advisers 


necessary to 


nes 


decided 


conserve coal and fuel oil to make 
up what we had burned through 
this terrific winter. They also de- 


cided it was necessary to make cer- 
tain groups of thoughtless, play- 
minded citizens conscious of this na- 
tion being at war. They could ac- 
complish both these ends, to some 
degree, they decided, by taking the 


playboys’ and playgirls’ drinks, and | 


bad air, away from them at mid- 
night, and starting them home from 
the night spots. And was there a 
protest! 

Well, I remember, and so do you 
when the nightclub lads were going 
to be ruined by a 10°% war tax and 


the high price of liquor. They 
survived that. Then they were go- 
ing to be ruined—absolutely ruined 
this time by eo 20%. tay Ana thev 
got by that. Now, oh, brother! The 


best and most prosperous of them 
are taking the order gracefully, and 
a little as though it were a grand 
favor to the country for them to be 
patriotic. But there are others who 
are practically fighting each other 
to get in line for the poorhouse. 
I wonder how we would feel about 


all this if we were over there on 
the Western front? Or down there 
on Iwo Jima? Or had someone 











pinch-hitting for us? 











hh, 


FOR STAGE 
and RADIO ARTISTS 


EE 


Va wh, Y 


SCREEN 








} 


Play Out of Town 


° 
The Deep Mrs. Sykes 
} 
Boston, Feb. 28 | 
Stanley GG ‘ ' Barbara Payne proe | 
luction «af ploy o acts George Kelly, | 
Pret? moa rrveadl Kleanor Farrington | 
i tieu welts At Wilbur, | 
mf Z $r: $8 1 
\l ~ x ! lion 
\be = Catheri Willard 
\ \i i Korb 
j (hee rt Ke 
‘ Rome B t 
\l \ \ wy . ih an 
\i | D> 
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\ \I t; 
Hoarty 
\ 
\ 
A 
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) \1 > 
| " ? ) 
\ \ } | yrs 
tne th i full-blow ) i 
i a. tl play Le } oO ie 
n of i { t the pe 
0 i ‘ | } 1c ! mio?T 
Two- ! th trave about 120 
inutes to set model for brevity, but 
i ly ! Ss I na tor some 
‘ fte I ration develops 
> zm as ill 
t ty ) he 
} 
i " 
3 4 
) ] at 
uit ré i 
leep.”” she tric toa e a certain 
alr of omniscle e in regard to h 
ana i , l 1 sf 
wut pro\ il he knows to be 
e 1 ‘i is that it is not he 
band. and that she is not the deep 
M S Svk if lif 
This is set forth in a continuous 
revelation sort of technique, each 
two-scener presenting a different as- 
pect to the rative in about the 
same wav as musical variations pre- 
enta en theme in differing lights 
So what begins a 4 commonplace 
ends as a thoughtful but never un- 

} . } 
entertaini tour de force in subtle 
ties of man-woman relationships In 
yeneral and of feminine ego In par- 
ticula The direction by George 
Kelly, whose first play this is since 
Reflected Glory” eight years ago, 1s 
as delicate and as concentrated as | 


the materials of the play. All this is | 
predicated on performances of equal 

finist and for the part thev're 

there 


Jean Dixon, in 


most 


her first part calling 
turns In a 


for any emotional range 
stunning performance as the woman 
whose uncertainty as to the identity 


of the erring one is made unendura- 
ble by Mrs. Sykes, while Catherine 
Willard as Mrs. Sykes lends just the 
proper emphasis on her “depth.” Big 
surprise is Neil Hamilton’s dramatic | 
resource in the seemingly easy but } 
actually very difficult role of the | 
husband. and there is a fine, sensitive | 
scene contributed at the final cur- | 
tain by Gwen Anderson and Rich- | 
ard Martin. Excellent work, in fact, 
by Margaret Bannerman and all the | 
principals. ee 

As indicated. sock chances are pe 
for so fragile a play, but it shou d | 
have little difficulty selling itself to | 
first nighters as a special experience 


| 


atre in the best sense of that term. 














Elie. 
| LaGuardia 
| Continued from page 51 
holding of the Belasco license 


should not have occurred except for 
reason specifically provided for in 
the law. which bars sex degeneracy 
and perversion, but which must be 
proved at a court trial. 

Suit for damages to Lee Sabinson, 
producer of “Trio,” was filed in 
Supreme Court, Moss being named 
as defendant because he “intention- 


ally and maliciously” induced the 
owners of the Belasco to oust the 
play. 


During the Astor meeting it was 
' proposed to boycott the N.Y. City 
Center, municipally-owned and op- 
erated theatre, formerly known as 
Mecca Temple. Idea was for all 
stage unions to declare the house 


unfair but the matter was shouted 
down Elmer Rice resigned from 
the City Center board because of 


the censorship by Moss, who is the 


theatre’s managing director. La 
Guardia ig prez of the board. Mar- 
garet Webster followed suit last 
week. Still on the board, however, | 


is Howard S. Cullman, 
chief backers of “Trio.” 
Mike Todd, from the Coast got in 

the fight by remote control, 


one of the 


on 


| sending a four-page telegram to the 


League of New York Theatres, 
which arranged the Astor session, 
He had plenty to say about Moss 


Garter,” Music Box, N. Y., a couple | 
of seasons ago, Todd, figuring he | 


might be ousted from the theatre,| this export trade to around $4,000,- | 


a : Ps thet | pal 
obtainable only in the legitimate the- |ers are opposed to long-terms ~— 
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market. 
estimated $10,000,000 in film rentals 


reported accrued to U. 8. distribs in| head off the threatening slump 
France would thus be worth around) exports, which would affect the 


$2,500,000 U. S. funds. 
pated $20,000,000 annual market in 
France does materialize for U. S. 
distribs, the value of that territory 
would drop to $5,000,000 annually 
should the franc depreciate in value 


If the antici- 


is expected This is indicative of 
the possible world de effect On 
{ S. fil rentals and n turn, o1 
ost I fil prodauctiol and net 
fit » An can majo Chat 
é I ye readily u 1¢ stood when 
co dered in the light of many a 


$1.000.000 or $2.000.000 U. S. dome 
grOssel ‘ } grossed as 
fore rental 
] is * virtuall certain that = ex- 
change will fluctuate after the wat 
ind that film rental remittances 
from abroad, even at reduced U. § 


will become 
‘SS some 


reached 


values uncertain un- 


monetary agreement 1s 


filn industry 


try leaders 
the Bret 
Uncle 


$6.000.000 


Future of the U. S 


thus regarded by indu 


as Closely interwoven witt 


ton W 


— Ory youla put 


pu 


oods proposals whereby 
iv sole 
000 of an $18.000.000.000 


intel 


national monetary pool to maintain 


a high level of exports when 

The 
Fund to 
grant 
needing exchange 
term period to pay for im 
There would also be an In- 
Bank to provide direct, 


loans for reconstruetion 


for a 
curren- 


lease ends calls 
Monetary 


cles 


plan 
stabilize 
loans to 
over a 


and 
nations 


temporary 


short 
ports 
ternational 
long-term 
purposes 


Yank Plan 


The VU. 8. 
stall the 
ments; to 
trade 
port 


fore 
pay 
artificial 
quotas, im 
cal 
bilateral 


plan is to end or 
practice of blocking 
put an end to 
barriers such as 
licensing 
telization of 
treaties 


control, 
and 


export 
industry 


The Bretton Woods plan, however. 


Int'l Coin Plan 


Sarre. Continued from page 3 


In terms of U. 8. coin the, would obviously be extremely 


| 
| 
| 


lend- | 











noes oo 


5e- 
vere. U. S. Governinent, aiming to 
in 


; na- 
tional economy adversely, is seeking 


to maintain high export levels after 
the lend-lease era. Government offi. 
cials say that the Bretton Woods vlan 


would pave the way for U. S. ex. 
ports of at least $10.000,000.000 an. 
nually, 


Bankers 


like British bank. 


omists who 


Meantime the 


ers and eco 


h i >» Deen 


opposing the plan for the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund, American 
bankers are also advising against this 
proposal, although in favor of ¢} 2 
International Bank U. S. ba S 
contend that the Monetary Fund 


does not solve the basic problem of 


stabilization of 


exchange rates—a 
problem which affects the motion 
picture industry vitally when it is 


considered that foreign 


Zrosst reD« 
resent from 35 to 40% of total (U. 
S. and foreign) fllm rentals 


So much for the double barrelled 
threat to U. S. foreign film business 
along economic line 

Ideological warfare according to 
reports, has also begur n Various 


parts of the world as if in prepara- 


tion for the day when imports of 
American films into those countries 
will be limited Sharp criticism of 


ithe quality of American filn is re- 


ported in some territories In oth- 
ers there appears to be an effort to 
steer attedance away from Ameri- 
can films because of the alleged 
harmful moral effect. Thus. the 
| American film, in the front line of 
attack because it has proved Uncle 
Sam's best salesman in the fleld of 


| stake in 


may be stymied. There is a wide 
gulf between British and American | 
economie views Britain does not 
want loans from the U. S. and has 
definite reservations regarding the 
Bretton Woods _ proposals The 


Federation of British Industries 


(equivalent of the National Associa- | 


tion of Manufacturers in the U. S.) 
asserts that it would be a mistake to 
believe that the world Monetary 
Fund woguld tie the fortunes of the 
United Kingdom to the rigidities of 
the gold standard. 


British leaders say that unless 
Britain can see her way more glear- 
ly out of the debts she has already 
incurred she does not want to. incur 
new ones. Britain wants trade ar- 
rangements whereby debts can be 
off with exports. British bank- 


from the proposed $9,100,000,000 In- 
ternational Bank and to the provisions 
of the $8,800,000,000 Monetary Fund, 
which, it is claimed, would take the 
power to revalue sterling out of the 
hands of the British bankers. 


Britain’s Plan 








A planned economy, it is claimed, | 


is necessary for Britain and other 
countries after the war. Predicted 
that Great Britain will find it neces- 
sary to maintain a rigid control of 
|imports after the war 
| other measures, such as devaluation 
|of the pound, to increase exports 
with 
favorable balance of trade. It is ad- 
| mitted by British industrialists that 
j;among the plans for attaining a 
/higher level of exports for Britain 


and adopt | 


the object of attaining a more. 


| are some which are distasteful to | 


American opinion—such as the plans 
| for quotas, licensing and cartels. 
| The 


effect whieh 


miscellaneous | 


planned national economies, includ- | 


ing currency devaluation, could have 
|; can be seen in the drop in world 
prices of some 50% during the cur- 
rency devaluation period from 
around 1928 to 1937 

U. 8. Government officials see in 
the proposed Johnson act repeal 
(making loans again available to 
/ countries which defaulted previous- 
| ly); through the proposed Interna- 
tional Bank for the making long- 
| term direct loans available for re- 
| construction and development pur- 
poses, and in the International 
Monetary Fund, a means of prevent- 


_ing a huge decline in U. S. export 
and the threat to close his “Star and | 


trade, now reportedly around $15,- 
000,000,000 annually. 


Cessation of lend-lease might cut 


; 


j 


took over the 48th Street, which | 000,000 or less. The effect on foreign | 


now hag “Harvey.” and which is 
netting Todd a nifty profit weekly. 


film rentals would not be as great 
proportionately, but the decline 





commerce and goodw ill 
international 


has a heavy 
monetary 
agreements 
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| 25% Ceiling 





Continued from page 1 


incomes fol 
would make the 
bigger than it 


the public in gen- 
eral 20% tax look 
much does and 
the boxoffices would probably suffer, 


time 


now, 
Treasury is deeply concerned over 
the drive, and issued a last 
week pointing out that the only al- 
ternative would be to impose more 
sales and excise taxes on the con- 
sumers, most of which would hit the 
fellows in the lower brackets 

One likely development, it is 
pointed out here, would be that the 
present big earners in show biz, for 
example, would have their incomes 
slashed anyway if the boxoffice 
should fall off due to a continuation 
of the present 20% amusement tax. 


report 





Professional Singers, Dramatic 
Artists, Acquire and Improve 
STAGE PRESENCE 
TELEVISION APPEAL 
Poise, Graceful Posture and Car- 
riage, Gesture, Symmetrical Figure 


An unusual course tn plastic dancing 
designed for the singer ard dramatte § 
artist 


NORMA GALLO) 


Dance Designer 


Le Quornes House of the Dance 











5 West 46fh St.. New York 
LO 33-0176 
— SD 
























PLAY PUBLISHERS 


3 of these and many 
other dist/nguished plays 
SONG OF BERNADETTE 
TOMORROW THE WORLD 
LOST HORIZON - HIGHLAND 
FUNG - EVE OF ST. MARK - BEST 
FOOT FORWARD - FEATHERS IN 
A GALE - MRS. MINIVER + GREAT 
BIG DOORSTEP KITTY 
FOYLE - HOUSE WITHOUT A KEY 


¢ 


THE DRAMATIC PUBLISHING CO. 


incorporated 1887 
59 E.VAN BUREN ST.,CHICAGO 5 














ANGELS 


The backers of Broadway shows. 
Names, addresses, amounts they 
invested in previous plays. The first 
complete research in this field. 
Indispensable to producers. 


$25 Per Volume 


LEO SHULL, Editor 
128 West 48th Street, New York 19 
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(hi Of; Turtle’ Fails to SRO for Ist 
Te But 206, Blossom’ Opens Big, 246 


, 





poereng —. a 
+ attractions were off last week, 
pitlaing “The Voice of the Turtle,” 
which failed to sell out for the first 
‘ae in 22 weeks. Opinions for the 
vary among managers, with sev- 
convinced the curfew is begin- 
ning to take its toll at the boxoffice, 
inting to the drop in window sales. 
hers fee! that the public are in an 
adjusting period and things will soon 
pounce back but none has blamed it 
on income tax payments soon due. 
“Blossom Time” opened very well at 
the Civic and mail reservations have 


exceeded all expectations of the man- 


ement. 
” Estimates fer Last Week 


“Blossom Time,” Civic ‘Ist wi ek) 
(3,600; $3.60) First seven perform- 


ances of perennial favorite did 
$24,000. 
“Chicken Every Sunday,” Bilack- 
stone (6th week) (1.200: $3). Took 
another drop, to $12,000. ; 
“Glass Menagerie,” Civic (10th 


week) (900; $3.60). Window sales have 
dropped off but advance sales held 
gross up to $16,000. 

“Over 21,” Studebaker (4th week) 


(1,400; $3). Socked harder than oth- 
ers with drop of $2,000 for total of 
$10,000. ; 

“Searching Wind,” Erlanger (2d 
week) (1,500: $3.60) Managing to 
keep in the parade with slight de- 
crease to $17,000. 

“Ten Little Indians,” Harris (‘17th 


week) (1.000; $3). Held even at box- 
office with $15,000. 
“Veice of the Turtle,” 


Selwyn (22d 


week) (1,000; $3). Sellout pell 
broken for first time but virtual ca- 
pacity at $20,100. 


ROSALINDA’ $21,400 
IN WEEK AT CLEVE. 


Cleveland, March 6. 
New Opera Co.’s “Rosalinda” had 
good sailing at Hanna last week, 
éatching estimated $21,400 in eight 
rformances as result of favorable 
eather conditions. Gross was over 
what house expected, since the Jo- 


- Strauss operetta wasn't strong | 


marquee names. 
Mae West's “Catherine Was Great” 
ving edge taken off its current 
ein’ biz by exceptionally high in- 
rest in booking of “One Touch of 
enus’” for week of March 19. The- 
atre’s staff run ragged by avalanche 
psdvace orders for Mary Martin- 
ohn Boles musical, which promises 
to be a sellout before it arrives here. 


Catherine’ Strong 
$71,000 in Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, March 6. 
Pittsburgh wasn’t quite as good to 
“Catherine Was Great” as other key 
ties on tour have been but Mae 
est’s name still managed to attract 
Vixo y strong $21,000 last week at 
1X0) 





nm. Played to $3.60 (including 
x) top. Notices were what they had 
en in New York and elsewhere, 
etty punk from a critical stand- 
int but just right for the boxoffice, 
ith the result that biz held a steady 
— all through engagement, falling 
ff chiefly at afternoon performances. 
Nixon currently has “One Touch 
Venus” at highest top of the sea- 
n, $4.80. Apparently won't make 
puch difference since advance sale is 
rine; praciiéaliy ~ tiitee ~ compicie 
Serformances having been sold out 
a mail orders even before tickets 
went on sale at the boxoffice. 


Racklin Heads Memphis 





Al Fresco Music Post 


Memphis, March 6. 

Fara Racklin of the Philadelphia 
Opera Co., will become musical di- 
rector and conductor of the Memphis 
Open Air Theatre for the 1945 sum- 
mer season, replacing George Hirst, 
who remains in New York this year 
¥ musical director for CBS’ “We, 
e People” program. 

Mirst's post as producer will be 
taken by Victor Morley, libretto di- 


rector the past five years under 
Mirst. Morley will double in the 
two jobs. 


Rosemarie Brancato has signed to 
star in the first two productions. 
olfe Sedan will serve as comedian 


for all six shows, Charles Yearsley | 


as baritone in three. 
Roster of attractions: 
ng,” “Fortune Teller.” “Red Mill,” 


oberta,” “New Moon” and “Vaga- | ed there. 


bond King.” 
om $57,445 last year to $72,000 for 


945, with admishes also rising in 
Proportion. 





Lansing Hatfield, recently in “Sa- 
e Thompson,” set for lead in “Bal- 


ika” with Detroit Civic t 
a Co. week of April 17. Will 
y Gaylord Ravenal in “Showboat” 


Same group week May 29. 


» 


| 





Grosses here continue at a high | 
level with only two of the three 
|} houses currently lit. 

“Oklahoma” has settled down to 
;}rounding out its four weeks at the 
Cass at a capacity figure. Third 
week’s figure again was $38.0°0, the 
only variation being in the first 
| week, when the Guild subscription | 
markdown brought $32,000. It is a 
cinch for 146G for the month ‘One 
Touch of Venus” follows for a week 
ym March 12 


Det. Helds Up; ‘Okla. 


386, ‘Doll’s House’ 166 


Detroit, March 6. 


Hollywood names in “Doll's House 


gave the Lafayette a choice figure, 
just under $16,000, with the top at | 
$2.50 Ibsen continues for another 
week when ZaSu Pitts in “Ram- 


shackle Inn” follows. 


Wilson currently is dark but also | 


resumes on March 12 with “Lady in 
Dange 


Venus 1046, 306 


i ‘Soldier's Wife,” 


To Victory, Philly 


Philadelphia, March 6 
Philadelphia has turned out in full 
force for a bunch of musicals this 


year and has done well by a certain 


number of more serious dramas, but | 
it has been very scanty in its sup- 
port of light straight comedies that 
boasted no big marquee names 


“Perfect Marriage” 


and “The Overtons” had the names 


}and clicked despite adverse criticism 


i but 
| wayside 


| standees 


| 
;}which got 


of the others 
That's exactly 
pened here Jast week. 

All the b.o. activity 
between “One Touch 
$40,500 in 
capacity week at 


most 


fell by the 


what hap- 


was divided 
of Venus,” 
third and 
Shubert, 


its 


last the 


the slight upping being due to more | 
and the big | 


crowded in, 
Air Force show, “Winged Victory,” 
which was the expected sensation in 
its first week (of four) at the For- 
rest, the only surprise weakness be- 
ing exhibited for the Wednesday 
matinee. 
to boost this performance, which 
wound up with okay if not sellout 
attendance. Saturday matinee also 
had some Nacancies. Week's gross 
was $36,000 at $4.34 top. 

The city’s other two legiters were 


| pretty well lost in the shuffle. “Hap- 
|pily Ever After,” at the Walnut, was 


caught by  second-stringers who 
weren't very enthusiastic, but Gene 
Lockhart’s film name meant enough 
to get the rather amusing comedy 
$7,000 in its first local frame. “Calico 
Wedding,” in its second and final 
week at the Locust, lacked entirely 
the marquee names and also suf- 
fered from mixed notices. It was 
considerably under $6,000 in its get- 
away sessien. 

This week brings in two newcom- 
ers; one, “The Merry Widow” (Shu- 
berts), played here last fall at the 
Forrest and turned into a capacity 
sensation, and it had a nice advance 
Saie when if openeq iast night (5, 
for a two weeks’ stay at the Shu- 
bert; the other, “Kiss Them for Me” 
(formerly “The Lovely Leave”), will 
have its preem here at the Locust 
on Thursday (8) instead of bowing 
in in Wilmington first. Plays here 
nine days. 


Starting a two weeks’ return engage- 
ment at the Walnut. with “Kiss 
Them for Me.” “Widow” and 
“Winged Victory” holding. 
22 brings another tryout, “Dinner 
for Three,” which is about the eighth 
Thursday preem Philly has had this 
season. The Shubert gets its third 
non-musical booking of the season 
on the 26th when 
Carrolls” 
there. 
Student Prince” is due back ‘at the 


starts a two weeks’ 





“Desert | 


Forrest) and “A Doll’s House” 


| fortnight. Shubert has an open 


| week starting March 10, but there | 


|have been rumors that “Widow” 
might hold for a third session 
vacant on the booking charts right 


/now are the weeks at the Walnut 


| show or two are confidently expect- 
The Forrest gets the long- 


Budget has been upped | awaited “Oklahoma” on Aprii 30 and 


figures it for a summer stay. 





Kirkland Gives Up Farming 
Easton, Pa., March 6. 
Jack Kirkland, author and play- 
wright, last week sold all equipment, 
including cattle, on his farm in 
Springfield Township, near here, but 





Inot the land. 


Extra ads were taken out ! 


Next Monday finds “Kiss and Tell” 


March | 


“The Two Mrs. | 
stay | 
On Monday, April 2, “The | 


re- | 
| vival is set at the Locust, also for a 


Also i 


starting March 26, but a post-Easter | 


‘Othello’ $24,200, S.F.; 


San Francisco, March 6. 

Paul Robeson, in opening week of 
Theatre Guild’s “Othello” at 1,550- 
seat $3-top Geary theatre, jammed 
house for sensational $24,200, biggest 
in year in this entertainment-hun- 
gry, war-jammed city. 

Paul Small’s “Fun-Time” revue, 
with Martha Raye, hit terrific fourth 
week $19,600 at 1,776-seat $3-top 
|Curran theatre. This tops previous 
week by $1,200. 





Sykes’ Sleeper 


Boston, March 6 
Mis. Sykes” 
a sleeper after open 
ing here last week Tuesday (27). Play 
drew good but slightly cautious no- 
tices as something of a novelty and 
it caught on a very 


week although name draw is not too 


“The 


something 


Deep 


of 


proved 


for 


strong. “Dark of the Moon,” mean- 
while, grew to SRO proportions on 
second week as Guild-Theatre So- 
ciety bill and is in its final week here 
now in definite SRO style. “Much 
Ado About Love,” in the process 
held its own on first full week and 
“Merry Widow” finished its third 
nicely. No houses report detectable 
influence following installation of 
the midnight curfew. “Ice Follies” 
remained a sellout all shows on its 


last session here. 

Ahead are “A Place of Our Own” 
at the Wilbur, March 12; “The Two 
Mrs. Carrolls,” Shubert, same night: 
“The Barretts of Wimpole Street,” 
Opera House, March 16; “Star Span- 


gled Widow,’ Plymouth, March 19: 
“Carousel.” Colonial, March 27: 
“Common Ground,” Wilbur, April 2 
and “Kiss and Tell,” mid-April. Met 


Opera comes in April 5 for a 10-day 
Sessi0n. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Dark of the Moon,” Shubert (1.- 
500; $4.20). Stayed at same sellout 
level on second week for an esti- 
mated $26.000 on Guild-Theatre So- 


‘Fun Time’ $19,600 


136 in 7 at Hub 


Broadway Of As Much As $10,000, 


| 
| 


| 


Midnight Curfew 


Taking Its Toll; 


Former Hits Still Keep SRO Pace 


Drop in takings along Broadway 
last week were startling in some in- | 
stances. Washington's birthday after- 
maih was thought to be the ex-/| 
planation but that didn’t happen last 


year and so showmen figured that 
| the midnigh ‘urfew had already 
dented theatres Signs were clear 
enough ! the agencies, and mail 
orders have started to dip, meaning 
that people i} ot come to New 
Yo for diversion if chased into the 
hay pronto t as they are at home 
Drop in grosses was as high as $10, 
000 du g the week. The standouts 
ere not affected because of advance 
ales but they. too. must soon suffe 
f the curfew is not moderated 
And Be My Love” stopped. An- 
other show is being forced to the 


good first | 


| 1,164: $3.60) 


ciety special, a wow take. Final week | 


current. 

| “Deep Mrs. Sykes,” Wilbur (1,200; 
| $3) 
| liked by first nighters and press. En- 
| couraging advance resulted and nice 
| biz for estimated $13,000, seven per- 
formances. Goes to the Plymouth to 
finish stay here next week (12) 


| 000: $3). Third week of return visit 
|okay estimated $18,000 to finish run. 


(1,500; $4.20). Second week doing 
_okay despite so-so notices with strong 
ladvance lifting estimate to pretty 
| good $22,000 on eight performances. 
| Final week current. 


‘Fun Ties’ Bows in L.A.; 


Los Angeles, March 6. 


Paul Small bringing his “Fun Time” 
revue into the Mayan theatre last 


window sales, were heavy. Top coin 
| was pulled in by the Gilbert and 
Sullivan company at the Biltmore, 
which grossed $20,000 with extra 
performances on. Surdav Savoy op- 
|erettas took in $38,000 for the two- 
week stand. 





3 


Thursday night. Advance sales, plus | 


Opened Tues. (27) and was well- | 


“Merry Widew,” Opera House (3.- | 


| ing 


“Much Ado About Love,” Colonial | 


road because of tight booking situa- 
tion. One new play this week and 
four next week will start the pre- 
miere parade of a dozen shows dur- 
ing March. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘Comedy-Drama), R (Revue) 
M ‘(Musical), O (Operetta) 

“4 Bell for Adano,” Cort (13th 
veek) (D-1.064: $4.20). Two months 
old, and av be two years old be 
fore the windup; approached $22,000 

“Anna Lucasta,” Mansfield (27th 
week) (D-1.064: $4.20) Running 


over six months and still a hot ticket 
n agencies, with normal 

around $20,500 
“And Be My 


erTross 


Leve,” National. 
Yanked Saturday (3) after less than 
two weeks: “Calico Wedding” cur- 
rent but must find another spot be- 


cause “The Barretits of Wimpole 
Street” will be revived here 
March 26 

“Bleomer Girl,” Shubert (22d 
veek) (M-1,382: $5.40). Got off to 


running start and still up there with 
leaders: all it can get; $33,500. 
“Calice Wedding,” National (C- 
Presented by Richard 
Myers and Lester Meyer; written by 


Sheridan Gibney; variable reports 
from out of town; opens tonight (7). 


Miller (12th week) 
(C-940: $4.20). Laugh show one of 
the best on list and getting al! 
house will hold; $18,700. 

“Fellew the Girls,” 44th Street 
(47th week) (M-1,462; $4.80). Dipped 
after holiday week to around $29,000 
but one of the sturdiest musicals. 

“Good Night, Ladies,” Royale (7th 
week) (F-1,084; $3.60). Eased off 
with the field last week, count be- 
around $9,000: had extra mati- 
nee previous week 

“Harvey,” 48th Street (18th week) 
(C-923: $4.20). -Getting as many re- 


“Dear Ruth,” 


| peaters as anything in town; click- 


G&S Takes Away 386 


Legit here is on the upswing, with | 


Ken Murray’s “Blackouts of 1945” | 


|at El Capitan went through its 140th 
}week with usual $14,800 capacity. 
i*‘Maid in the Ozarks” had a $9,500 
| 2ist week at the Belasco, standard for 
|that show. Musart’s production of 
“Honey in the Hay” dipped to $3,500 
| for the 10th frame, but no anxiety is 
| felt by the operators. 


Current London Shows 


London, March 6. 


“Another Love Story,” Phoenix. 
“Arsenic & Old Lace,” Strand. 
“Blithe Spirit,” Duchess. 
“Emma,” St. James. 

“Happy & Glorious,” Palladium 
“Honeymoon,” York’s. 

“Laura,” St. Martin’s. 

“Madame Louise,” Garrick. 
“Meet Navy First,” Hippodrome 
“Merrie England,” Winter Gar. 
“Night Venice,” Cambridge 

“No Medals,” Vaudeville. 
“Panama Hattie,” Adelphi. 
“Peek-A-Boo,” Whitehall. 
“Private Lives,” Apollo. 
“Quaker Girl,” Stoll. 

“Three Waltzes,” Princes. 

“See How They Run,” Comedy 
“Strike I¢ Again,” Wales. 
“Sweeter Lower,” Ambassadors. 
“Three's a Family,” Saville. 
“Tomorrow World,” Aldwych. 
“What You Mean,” Cambridge 
“While Sum Shines,” Globe 
“Years Between,” Wyndhams 








|} den (10th week) (R-1,522; $6). 


| 
| 
/ 


} 


$10,000. 
| week) (M-1.695: $6). 


-week ) 


ing to capacity, $19,000. 

“Hats Off te Ice,” Center (37th 
week) (R-2,994: $1.98). Slipped to | 
around $26,000. which was $10,000 | 
under Washington's birthday week, | 
when an extra matinee was played. | 

“Hope for the Best,” Fulton (4th 
week) ‘(C-940: $420). Slipped to 
around $12,500, which is fair money | 
at the scale; has started Sunday per- | 
formances. 

. “| Remember Mama,” Music Box | 
(20th week) (CD-979; $4.20). ne | 
of the exceptions; grosses have been 

conservatively estimated but count 
is close to $22,000. 

“Jacebowsky and the Celenel,” 
Beck (C-1,214; $3.60). Final and 52nd 
week: has made excellent run of it 


and should do well on tour; around 
$15.000: “Foolish Notion” next week. 





“Kiss and Tell,” Bijou (9ist weéa 7) ting anager ys I 


(C-614: $3.60). Meld its recent aver- | 
age pace of around $9,000, which was 
better than most other run shows. 

“Laffing Room Only,” Winter Gar- 
One 
of the shows that got socked last | 
week: drop in takings almost $9,000; | 
rated around $35,000. 

“Lady Says Yes,” Broadhurst (8th 
week) (M-1,160; $480). Another 
musical that was considerably 
clipped last week, when gross ap- 
proximated $16,500. 

“Late George Apley,” Lyceum 
(15th week) (C-993; $4.20). Among 
the standouts not affected last week, 
when regular pace was maintained; 
$18,000. 

“Life With Father,” Empire (274th 
week) (C-1.082; $3.60). Riding along 
to some profit at approximately 





“Mexican Hayride,” Majestic (57th | 
Around $22,500: | 
low mark so far 
“Oklahoma,” St. James (100th | 
week) (M-1,529; $4.80). There are 28 
persons allowed to stand, and that’s 
the count every night; over $31,000. 
“Ome Man Shew,”’ Barrymore (4th | 
(C-1,086; $4.20). Disappoint- 


|ing up to date; last week’s gross was! 


| week) (C-1,086; $4.20). 





leas than $7,000, light at scale. | 
“On The Town,” Barrymore (4th'| 

Off, too, last 

week but not as much as some musi- 


cals: around $38,000. 
“Schoo! fer Brides,” Ambassador | ances at $3 top at the 


(3ist week) (C-1,117; $3.60). Dipped 
under normal last week when the 


gross was around $6,500; operating eng 


nut modest, however. 
“Seven Lively 
week) (R-1,626; 


” Ziegfeld (13th | after fine 
hy whabeck mat- tee ot er 


inee was off but last half of wee 
claimed to have been capacit¥; 


| quoted off to around $44,000, but re- 


ported gross was lower. 

“Sing Out, Sweet Land,” Inierna- 
tional (10th week) (M-1,350; $4.80). 
Eased off last week, when approxi- 
nate gross was placed around $20,500, 


“Snafu,” Biltmore (C-926: $3.60). 
Final and 20th week: had been doing 
loderately well but forced to road 
because of house shortage. “Happily 
Ever After,” fottows ne xt week. 
“Seldier’s Wife,” Golden  (2ist 
veek ) CD-789 $6). We off to 

ind $8500 but for cne-setter 

ts OKay in small house 

“Song of Norway,” Imperial (28th 
week) (O-1,427: $6) las been doing 
great business, and last week the 
count again was over $41.000. 

“Ten Little Indians,” Plymouth 
(35th week) (D-1.075: $3.60). Deing 
very well for meller; around $12,000, 


hich is nearly the normal pace. 

“The Hasty Heart,” Hudson (9th 
week) (D-1,094: $3.60). Slipped like 

any other attractions but regis- 
tered $12,500 on week: stil! good 

“The Overtons,” Booth (4th week) 
(CD-712:; $3.60). Hasn't done so well 
but management will give it further 
try; moves to Forrest next week: 
around $6,000. : 

“The Voice of the Turtle,” Morosco 
(56th week) (C-986: $4.20). Looks 
like the “Oklahoma” of straight plays, 
count being over $21,500 

“Up In Central Park,” Century (5th 
week) (O-1,713; $6). Standee limit 
of fire department is 26 persons: that 


many over capacity are generally 
present; $49,000 
REVIVAL 


“The Tempest,” Alvin 
(D-1,331; $3.60). Went off last week 
with the approximate gate areund 
$21,000; moves to the Broadway after 
another week; “The Firebrand of 
Florence” (“Much Ado About Love”) 
follows week of March 19. 


(6th week) 


TALLU-'NOTION’ BIG 
$76,000-IN D.C. SRO 


Washington, March 6. 

Tallulah Bankhead in the new 
Philip Barry play, “Foolish Notion,” 
annexed estimated $26,000 in’ eight 
performances at the National theatre 
last week. Cutrate tickets of the 
American Theatre Society reduced 
the gross. With all seats sold for the 
night engagements, and matinees 
packed, she will get $53,000 on the 
two weeks. 

“The Student Prince,” here on its 
‘teenth visit, has piled a moun-, 
tain of mail orders. en comes 
“Winged Victory” on March 26. 

In April, Elisabeth Bergner arrives 


lin “The Two Mrs. Carrolls,” to be 


followed by the Lillian Hellman play, 
“The Searching Wind.” 


Hayes- Harriet’ SRO 
$19,800 in Twin Cities 


Minneapolis, March 6. 


Helen Hayes in “Harriet” did com- 

plete capacity in the Twin Cities, i 
po00 ig intee SIGhts ~oun2--s 

matinee at $3.60 top. A single ni 
at the St. Paul Auditorium bro 
in $6,000 while two nights and a 
inee at the 2,108-seat Lyceum here 
pulled $13,800. 

Although one critic said the - 
formance reminded him of an insuffi- 
ciently rehearsed high school show, 
the Shuberts’ production of “The 
Merry Widow” grossed a fair $8,000 
for three nights and a matinee at the 
Lyceum, sub-zero weather and near- 
blizzards as well as unfavorable re- 
views hurting. Top was $3. __ 

A return engagement of “Kiss a 
Tell,” also at the Lyceum at 
top, yielded only a fair $6 
three nights and a matinee, 
weather handicapping the bo 


It was the longest stre of - 
secutive legit roadshow pe See = 


here in years. 









——_— 


Hayes 13G in 4 at M’w’kee 
Milwaukee, March 6. 
Helen Hayes’ “Harriet” drew $13,- 
000 in four performances at the 
Davidson, Feb. 26-28—all that the 
house could hold. 


~ 
Indianapolis, Mareh 6. 
ZaSu Pitts had a mixed re- 
ception in “Ramshaekle Inn,” but 


took a hefty $9,D00 in nh Monch 
if £09 “Rosalinda.” hie 
— 





1-3. 
Advance 
without an 


t house 
that ven 
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: sota, O'Malley became an actor in time of death he was a New York people formerly accustomed 
| 4 1923 and appeared later on the stage Athletic Club employee. catching shows on Saturdays, 
in N. Y. and London. Among his| Mifflin had been in vaude for haps the last one at midnight, no 
' O B | | | A R I 'D he) Plays were “ ision,” “Golden many years, working With several may go to bed earlier that night 
Boy,” “Heavenly Express” and “ ime |partners. At one time, he was instead go to pictures at noon Sun. 
| of Your Life.” eamed with Charles (Tramp) Me- day, when houses open, or short 
rri in Hollywood | Nally, both in vaude and burlesque. thereafter as a more resplay 
; ; He recently arriv ywo Sular ha 
HAL HALPERIN since New Year's Eve with broken and signed a four-picture deal with cheaper Sunday matinee prices also 
Hal Halperin, in his late 40s, died | hip. Actress, who was born in Nash- Republic after making his film debut ELMER H. BALDUS being an inducement in that direo. 
ronary thrombosis in Miami ville, Tenn., started her career as alin ua Sporting Chance.” Survived Elmer H. Baldus, 5]. member of | tion 
) a y (4). “Variety's” man for child actress, making her frst New | by his widow, Mrs. Sheila O'Malley, USO-Camp Shows legiter, “Night of New Habits 
many years in Chicago, he had been | York appearance at Broadway thea- | freelance publicist, and two children. January 16,” died Feb. 20 in Italy | One of the difficulties bein 
+ for about three years. Details | tre in 1888 with a small part in “La | after a heart attack. | Perienced under the curfew ‘8 ex. 
4 | Tosca” with Fanny Davenport. He was a stock player on the OU Ete a Aobonge 'S' that 
age &, | . , GLADYS LONG : , : : ‘c¢ | Where shows are drawings heavi} 
—— Her first New York success was; : aaa d legit | Coast. This was his first USO-CS | 54+. a problem to clea, " lly 
| Corin in “As You Like It” in 1894] Gladys Long, 50, vaude Na a pits 3 > Clear lines; algy 
RALPR A. KOHN In 1895, she appeared in “Puddin’ | actress, died in New York Feb. 28. —— — easurelly fall out of them 
Ralph A. Kohn, 54 normel votes ».|Head Wilso ” with Frank Mayo. | In private life she was Mrs Harry | FRANK LEDUC | When thes learn there'll be so much 
. 1 member of Paramou S . ' “fs of a wai that they’)) 
eee _ en cg age The ‘© went on a tour of the U.S | Davi Husband is head electrician Francois d’Assj se Leduc 4, for | ee ee wee SG Miss the last 
Roard of directors, most uCry 20 wh company playing} for “Harvey” at 48th Street theatre years Mant be ; it if Univer- | @8¢show and perhan Part of the 
the insurance bu mess, died in N. ¥ - < aig » | N Y calle “at manag — noke. picture. Where thj Problem exic 
arch 4 haracter and lead roles Scoring a i es sal Films Exchange and recently | 9, ng the past week t ” &xXisted 
) . me hit { London 1905 in “Clarice” Mrs Davis made her stage debut manager of Sterling Films died |- - ‘ wee K, theatres have 
(Details in filn POCEIOe she then returned to N.Y. and played| in vaude with her parents Nick March 1 in that city | eee ta ‘ormed line /USt how 
in several productions unti} 1923 Long and Idalene Cotton, who had /|* Survived by widov jynuch of a wait there would be so 
it veral p) iti 923, ver frwrga a § 
MARK SANDRICH when she bowed j; the role of} been a comedy headline act for : : Pees beople would not stand Outside 
| . } | u lid : ] . 1 Ip’ P15 1 years she 1; rod rte to legit , . . rare eVOnd the veLINNIn of the 
Mark Sandrich, 44, on ~ out Widow Cagle Su Up Play | year: She later diverted - PHYLLIS ¢ ONNELI the lagt 
standing producers and directors of was toured bot n Europe and in appearing in several of the late Phyllis Connell, 35. engineer ai rr Due iy ringent fire regula. 
musical films, died in Hollywood U.S. until 1927 Although in legit | David Belasco productions, including WCAE. Pittsburgh died there last | 1S in most Darts of the country, 
March 4 of heart disease work until 1932, she entered pic-| “The Sun Daughter.” Also, “The | y eek after a heart attack Miss | centres one ot80 being careful not 
(Details in film section) | tures completely with a co-star spot |} Man Who Came Back” and a number Connell had worked only the day | to overcrowd Interiors 
—— | Opposite Edward G. Robinson in | of other productions. | before ; Pointed out by Statisticians and 
| > : | . 1 +he- s4 “iv . 
TILLIE LEBLANG JASIE | “Little Caesar” and also in “Tale of}; In additio nto he: husband, _ a ‘5 oe . Will be some weeks be. 
ethane ag > ear Two Cities,” and covara ! br or, Nic survives her ; ore reliable ¢ arisons ¢; 
There were 24 paid obit notices | Two Cities, and several othe: films. brother, Nick Long, J: urvives her, | Mrs. Betty Berkoff, 6: former | ee er seh comparison can be 
or Tillie Leblang Jasie in the N. Y | Her picture work \ as concluded | ae | vaudeville actress died Feb. 28 in uh b a - ge er Signy! 
ge poe, ge : . ‘| it} . thoree « a a | : ‘ ar Such urposes ani aking . 
imes last Friday (2). the day after | bed ™ al ch wes . as Ques : and | JAMES BUTLER | Hollywood, following an operation. | sideretian ¥ Psa ~ ' ye ithe 
death of the forme: widew of Joe | Wicked Witch in Snow White” for Pvt. James “Jimmy’ Butler, 24, | Surviving are two sons, Louis. Men- | et a line on th 7 .. 1) order tg 
. ere Talt sne she had en ; "T % ‘ . hee gel ; ; : ., BC é l€ oO € situation, The "3 
Leblang, One-time wealthy ticket = it ces " , Nad ber m retired one of original “Dead End Kids,” | Ogram produce: and Eugene, now In Centage of drop on hold. ba ae 
man ne not were in €apprecia- | snap —s living an ( ulvel City and was killed in action Feb 18 in | Navy and two daughters Frieda and | tang ty : ; er a trag. 
“ ’ hilanth: . &S c0-owne! of a nitery : Ylo } t1ON may proy ide some cli¢ 
eg Ms aaielaa ae pe tape a Durir he caree } ha 1 France, according to word received | Uiga | A compa) ison of g €s the fi; t 
ira . iad 1 > : “line ne é er. she lé lavec : .* ‘ - 7 ‘ s 9 = ‘ , ‘ Nn LTOSSes 
which were carried on when she | ommend perfors’ a - eG | DY his wife, former Jean Fahrney, of , a : veek of the curfew through s§ ie 
later wed William Jasie. an at-/*0mmand perfor mances before Ed- lr - Rant T Pvt. Butler was Ben Solomon, 56, studio electrician ; “ei Sunday 
< ; | ward VII of RF ss »| Cedar Rapids \ u as | an an : ‘ , . | night (4). With businesé d 
torney. Curiously enough only one | ward 0 Eng and, Leopold of | in the artillery rked nine | for 25 years, died Feb, 2g in Glen- lee: wean ' Gone the 
obit carried the Leblang name. All| Belgium and Kaiser Wilhelm Fun- | years in pictures appearin in | dale, Cal. He had been with Colum- [1 “ ee — not provide a true 
the notices were inserted by Jewish } eral services wil] be held next Fri- on, “ae The, Come.” “Naval bia since 1933 | Picture, it is reminded, since the 
charity and fraternal] organizations. | day at Culve; City with interment | ome tines Edith Cavell” | - “taney stanza Included Washing. 
Remains reposed at the Riverside | at Inglewood cemetery. She wate (5 APR ce nae “Mre Wigs | Mrs. Zona Beisman, wife of Paul | 0"'S birthday, A) », this is Lent 
Memorial Chapel, N. Y., until Sun- | "0 immediate relatives | of Cabbage Patch.” | Beisman, manager of St. Louis Mu- ' 
r (4) ni arge throngs — | “gga ee a ae icips ra Co. ana Tic —_— 1p: 
ay (4) morning and large throng: | His widow, now in Cedai Rapids | Nicipal Opera Co. and American Swing Shift Rentals 
Game to pay their respects to the CHARLES COHEN | with her parents for the duration, | Theatre. died in St. Louis March 2 . ; 
family. Mrs goody | been ill we ; Charles pene 40, known in bur- has been soloist with Horace Heidt’s | Surviving, besides husband, are Non-Recoverable Loss 
oe ee SPOR, Sn oe a eq eudeville as Peanuts | dance band and other orche tras, | three sons An angle on the curfew’'s cut into 
home from a hospital about six Bohn, died las} Tuesday (27) in a — , 

. é es a ee, They have two sons film revenue not heretofore stressed 
months ago but it was known that | hospital at Memphis, Tenn., of illnes; Tom Jones, 54, head of Warner | j. the loss by all branch offices of 
she could not survive her ailment. | contracted in Italy during a USO- | Lares | Bros. Theatres billposting dept.. | extra rentals on pix pl: vin aoe. 

i a] ‘ yer , ‘ S 2 a 2 Sw 
Mrs. Jasie nursed her first husband | Camps tour Bohn was head of the | RANDOLPH PRESTON | Chicago, for past 10 years, died in shift shows Estimate: nland reaial 
pvermany years. Although he at- | USO troupe, “The Merrymakers,” | Randolph Preston, 31, N. Y legit | Chi, Feb. 23. | losses on d single film playing iia 
tended to business almost daily he} when Stricken actor, was killed in action in France, | Survived by wife | spots of w est coast distributs . iis 
suffered from an infection of the | He started his Career as an imita-| Feb. 3. according to word received | — | trict betw een $12,000. and $15 008, 
, , : . r hi . r ‘ ar . ; ca 2, and $15,000, 
knee that never cleared up. After tor of Charlie Chaplin in amateur | by his widow in N, Y. He appeared | Billy Elmer, 75. oldtime legit and | While distribs figure audience seul 
he died in 1931, the then Mrs, Le- | Shows 20 years ago. He recently ap- | in “By Jupiter,” “In Time to Come, | vaudeville actor, died Feb. 24 in justment to earlier shows in near 
a y ¥ ‘ad j : “Te j , air adiac” -« “ Tor | . ; J Us < s S 
blang took eee part the | peared in the musical Keep Off the | My Fair Ladies” and The World | Hollywood after a long illness. His future will underwrite portion of 
Leblang-Gray ticket agency. Several Grass” and also worked in “Star and | We Make. real name was William E. Johns. | this cut, loss Over season will be 
months ago she turned over the | Garter.” He also played with Ab-| Preston spent much of his spare eS | substantial and not recoverable In 
business to her three daughters by | bott and Costello in a comedy trio time as an infantry officer in cuser-! a4 Feldstein, 57, director of Jewish | instance of Warners’ western district, 
her first marriage, Mrs. Etta Samil- | at the Steel Pier. Atlantic City, be- | ‘aining troops. He was wounded on | programs at WDAS, Philadelphia | releasing 15 or 16 pictures a oneal 
; ; P y . é ‘Ss . oa 2 , ‘ “Os 7e : rs j | os P . AOE ‘ S s 
son, Mrs. Dorothy Mark and Mrs. | fore the pair Went to Hollywood, | Nov. 4, 1944, and -organized shows in | died in that city, March 4 | take ~) rentals would drop between 
Adele Greenbaum. First-named ‘S| A native Philadelphian, Bohn was | the hospital while recovering. — | $175 000 to $200,000 for year Rental 
a ee of the business, now | the son of Louis and Ida Cohen, His | Capt. George Hill, 73. stand-in for | drop will be more noticeable in cities 
ie rs ang of : i i | father was an entertainer in ate FRED DELMAR Nigel Bruce and old friend of Harry | like San Francisco San Diego, Oak- 
cket magna wne e entir -. 9 : a : . o ‘ _ : ie ge ae | sco, S; ' 
, S ¥ ie oma before coming to U.S. A brother. Fred Delmar, 62, lion tamer and | Lauder. died March 2 in Hollywood. | land than in Los Angeles. where the- 
block between 42nd and 43rd streets | Marty Bohn, is a master of cere ; + tons 
on the east side of Broadway, evalu- monies and com} s ,| Producer of animal acts for vaude | : | tres operating after midnight are 
ation being $15,000,000 and also sev-|7:..°°° = mic, now being at the | and circuses, died Feb, 28 in Rich- | Mrs. Blanche Arial Wheeler, 80, fewer. Same rental loss faces other 
Pater hat *~ | Little Rathskeller, Philadelphia. An- mond, Va. former opera and concert singer, died ditsribs, who will] bear more of bur- 
eral theatres. Wall street collapse ther brother ~*~ =i ’ : 

Y ) Other brother, Sgt. Harry Cohen. is | Imar ie bably b k . ; | March 4, at Palisades Park. N. J. d der ‘few : 
and the depression saw the estate | in Germany ith the Sev | Delmar is probably best known as en under curfew than theatres, 
pared way down. many wi € Seventh Army. )Owner and operator of Delmar’s al slice in profits will 


Mrs, Jasie was nearly 64. Funeral | 



















: , (4) ; ALBERT 0. BROWN sone featured in several circuses, | f! C Fil § 0 ——————— 
noah eg air ninaeatione Albert (Bert) 0, Brown, 73, for- | He had also been associated with uts m ° , 
. 1 tam president neg eattical manager and Clyde Beatty in production of Continued from page 3 ARRIAGES 
resider "cy illi ; . ' . aaah é ; 
GEORGE BLACK | Moma pred settee tiie Pg een | animal acts. a a. hed of i ge — _ : yn oe ree tee 
George Black, 54, one of Great’ 6. He also had been a former shen. ’ ; c put it, ‘ne people ot Vermont, " enning, Ga., Feb. room 
Britain’s foremost theatrical produc. | herd of The Lambs, where i. had KATHARINE DAYTON New Hampshire and Maine are not, fo merly managed Victor theatre, 
ers and directors, died in London | lived in recent years a Katharine Dayton, 54, author and generally speaking, Stay-up-laters. | Pittsburgh. 
March 4 after an illness of many} Brown had a Prosperous brokerage | P/aywright, died in N. Y., Mareh 4, | But fhe Lme Boston and you can Mrs. Sally Wright to Robert H. 
weeks following an operation. While | business but was wiped out in the | Former — Washington hes Paber- | have the balance of the three states | Cobb, Pebble Beach, Cal, Feb. 28. 
known to be in failing health, which | 1907 depression, After that he turneq | WOMan, she was co-author with as far as film revenue is eoncerned, Groom is president of the Brown 
Prevented him from attending recent | to the theatre. In 1910. he became | George S. Kaufman on “First Lady,” | I'l take Minneapolis, St. Paul and Derby Corp. ; 
Openings of his productions, his Con- | associated with William A. Brady, | Which was a a gins vehicle for | possibly one other city in that area Mary Elliott to Robert Cummings, 
Aition had nat heen “ansidered sevi- | whom he mét.through his wite Kane | Jane Cowl in 1935. She also authored ,and you can take the Brosses from | Riverside, Cal, March 3. Bride and 
ous. | Wallace Hopper, Pa _ | aidther™ piay "Save tie a Waitz. “) “if Daiaiive of Miliesota: with North Gibbins ave flix, Ppiay Sis: ae 
Born the son of a theatre property | came advance scent tor Bede oot | which had a brief N.Y. run. In| and South Dakota thrown in. Give Jo-Carroll Dennison to Phil Sil- 
master, Black left school at 11 to | ductions. When The Playhouse wae addition she had written many sa- | me New Orleans anc I'll let some- vers, Los Angeles, March 2. Bride 
join his father in the film industry. | built by Brady in 1911, Brown was tirical articles for Saturday Evening | one else worry about the rest of/ is screen actress; groom. stage and 
They established the first permanent installed as manager. He later oper- Post and other Publications, Lousiana. That's where me effects screen comedian, 
motion picture theatre in Britain. ated his own booking agency. Brown} A sister and brother re me curiew are to be gauged. Rosemary Deveson to James 
While originally identified vith | held office as shepherd of The Lambs | lo pereatres in war Plant areas,| Westerfield. New York, March 4 
film theatre operations and late, as | from 1922 to 1939. remaining as a di- | NO ORABLE WU ed lene ct hour swing shifts “be | oride is with Ballet Russe de Monte 
director of General Theatres Corp. | rector of club until] his death. He | Honorable Wu, 42, film actor, died | employed, would, of course be Carlo; groom. featured player in 
and joint managing director of the | had been president of Percy Williams | March 1 in Hollywood. Born in San Tot Susceptible to the curfew. | “Sing Out, Sweet Land!”, N.Y. 
Moss Empire Theatres, Black is best |Home since 1923, and aiso was a Francisco, Wu started his stage It is pointed out further, that Vera Shea to Alan Gordon, Las 
known for his stage productions. He trustee of the Actors’ Fund of Amer- |Career in N. Y, where he played in the smaller turnover at the b.o., Vegas, Nev., March 3. Bride is a 
was considered one of the outstand. | ica. night clubs, vaudeville and two legit must inevitably show up on distrib showgirl; groom a press agent. 
ing producers of musica] shows and) Survived by widow and a sister. Plays, Tf a Body” and “The First | billings. Helen’ Gilruth to William €. 
vaudeville revues in England. Man- —. Lady. Moving to Hollywood nine While the total national gross may | Tubbs, New York, Feb. 16. but not 
ner in which he developed talent and JACK KELLY years ago, he did Oriental roles until | not decline much, due to Possibly bet- announced until last week. Bride, 
4} introduced innovations added to the| Jack Kelly, 46, former vaude and | forced to retire by illness. His last | ter Product, execs state that the short- | known professionally as Helen Me- 
i lustre of British show business. His | musicomedy actor, was burned to/Tole was in a “Mr. Moto” at 20th- er operating schedules mean a reduc- | Gil], is singer and former vaude 
: shows at the London Palladium were | death in the fire that razed the | Fox. tion in receipts which they would partner of Eddie Lambert; groom is 
: Gi best known to American show busi | Strand hotel, Winchester, N. H., Feb. | otherwise get. A loss of 5-82; in na- | legit actor recently with Mae West 
i i ness because of the number of big/2!- Body was not identified until] ILIA TRILLING tional theatre receipts would ena in “Catherine Was Great.” 
Bi U. S. acts he imported for dates | last week. Reported he logt life try-| Ilia Trilling, 49, Composer of Yid- | rentals by around 2%, or $6,000,000 este 
Bh there | /ng to save lives of other guests, |; dish ballads and musical comedies. | to $7,000,000 annually. Stronger 
if! As head of General Theatres Corp.,| Kelly had appeareg in vaude for | died in N. Y., March 4. His work in- product and revamped methods of BIRTHS 
a i position to which Black was named | Years in comedy and dancing act. At | cluded scores of “David and Esther,” | operation to meet new conditions ¥. and Mrs. Keenan Wynn, son, 
; | soon after he came to London jn | ®€ time his partner in the act was “Jolly Wedding” and “General could, of course, recduce the poten- Holy wand, Feb. 28. Mother is the 
| 1928, Black had control over the op-|7€0rge Brown. owner of the Strand | Fishel] Duvid.” tial slice to a minimum. Effect will, former Eve Abbott, of the stage; 
¥ erations of numerous outstanding | hotel, for whom he was working at Survived by widow, a son, a daugh- | of course, be most harmful on weaker father stars at Metro. 
. theatres in the British metropolis. | ""Scinceenn to | ter and brother. | product. Mr. and Mrs. Richard Neher,. 90n, 





He was made joint managing direc- | 
tor of the Moss Empire Theatres in 
1938. Estimated that Black had con- | 
trol over more than 100 theatres in | 
London and Provincial cities. This | 
control was equal to the United 
Booking Office of the U. S. in its 
Peak era. 





LUCILLE LA VERNE 
e La Verne, 
screen actress, died Ma 
ver City after being 












quitting vaude he | 
had appeared in musicomedy and | 
had been Stage manager for “Green- 
Wich Village Follies” and Ear] Car- 


Lions act, which played vaude and 


Chester 
an automobile accident 


r 
































CHESTER COYNER 
Coyner, 39, was killed in 


On the other 








ross in neigh- rs. Bi . Ughter, 
roll’s “Vanities.” Survived by widow, | Feb. 26. He was a radio announcer borhood and suburban houses, mo Pittebunan air = Roe “ a 
Sonia Petrocoff. dancer. for boxing and wrestling matches. ticularly the latter WWwsw announcer. 
——. His wife was killed in the same Due to Squeezing of shows on Mr. and Mrs. James Craig, son, 
JOHN O'MALLEY crash, Saturdays and elimination of mid-} Los Angeles, March 3. Father, film 
John O'Malley, 41, Stage and/ Survived by parents. ° night performances it is believed in actor. 
Screen actor, was killed Feb, 27 in operating circles that attendance on; Mr. and Mrs. Frank Ventre, s00, 
an autocrash near Malibu Beach, Cal. BILLY MIFFLIN Sundays wil] increase and may to an| New York, last week, Father is 
His ashes will be sent to his farm in Billy Mifflin, 62, veteran vaude important extent Offset the loss of} music arranger at Roxy theatre, 
Roc d County, N. >A Performer, died in New York lasi shortened srinding the day ahead Y.; mother is assistant to Gae 
te of University of Minne- | week following a heart atiack. At | Theory this connection is that Foster, dance director at Roxy. 


May Hypo Nabe Biz 
hand theatre Opera- 


| where individiu 
be smaller. 
' 

















Des Moines, Feb. 26. Father is a 
member of the Songfellows on WHO, 





in that city. 
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Broadway 


Music Hall head, to 
‘oust for a new pic 0.0. 
Pe othe Learn back ere 
ady.” soap opera radio serial. 
Me aeck Laits celebrated 40th 


Gus Eyssell, 


wed- 


ding anni last week and offed to the 
ast. a 
or Chaizel back from Persian 
Gulf tour in “Three Men on a 
awe Martin, World-Telly’s Broad- 
ay columnist, to Miami Beach for 
vocation 
a “Kiss Them for Me” new title of 
“The Lovely Leave,” will relieht the 


Belasco March 20. 
“A cigarette [ree 
reads a large sign 
10th avenue saloon. 
John Murphy, executive assistant 


with each drink” 
in window of a 


to Joseph R. Vogel, v.p. of Loew's, 
in Miami sunning himself. 
Renee Carroll celebrated her 


birthday and 18 years with Sardi's 
on the same day, Monday. 

Al Jolson due in Miami Beach in 
March to recuperate from his recent 
serious illness on the Coast. ; 

Joe Flynn, press agent for “Laffin’ 
Room Only.” pulled the milk and 
coffee automat stunt first night of 
curfew 

Gordon Lightstone, general man- 
aver of distribution for Paramount 
in Canada, here from Toronto fo! 
h.o. confabs. 

Boniface Jack Harris guest-starred 





at Palm Springs to new stations at 
Atlantic City. 

Vivian Della Chiesa vacationing in 
Palm Springs before starting east 
on concert tour. 

Archie -Stout, studio cameraman, 
received word of his son’s death on 
the western front. 

Mary Preen’s husband, Pfc. Her- 





quit pix and resumed work. 


stage 


| He's doing okay on the road. 


Arcady Boytler, Russian pic pro- 


ducer who has long worked in Mex- | 


ico, recovering from injuries suf- 
fered when automobile hit him. 
Mexico City Ballet, directed by 
Nellie Campobelio, at the Palace o! 
Fine Arts (National theatre) 
the Mexican Symphonic Orchestra, 


| Carlos Chavez, conducting. 


Henrik Szering, violinist, back 


| from a South American tour, giving 


bert Pearson, reported missing in| 
action in Germany. 
Donald Woods legalized his film 


name and dropped his natural cog- | 


nomen, Ralph Zinke 
Larry De Priva, Phillipine branch 


manager for Universal, released 
from Jap prison camp. 
Pandre S. Berman returned to 


producer chores at Metro after a six- 


|} month leave of absence. 





himself at his own “celebrity night” | 


at La Conga, 
ing out of the hosp. 
Lt. Herbert Gepspan, formerly Hal 


Roach sales department, awarded 
bronze star medal. He’s currently 
hospitalized in France. 

L. Lawrence Green, RKO Picts 
director, to Coast for a month as 
house-guest of the Floyd Odlums at 
their Indie, Calif. ranch. 


“Senator” Ed Ford recuperating 
from pneumonia at St. Clare’s hosp, 
guestars filling in for him on the 
‘Can You Top This?” airer. 

Ethel Colby, drama and film critic 
for WMCA and the Ridder news- 
aper, branchi out with personal- 
ty shows for C television. 

Republic Pictures is negotiating 
2 Nadea Loftus’ “Fountain of 

outh,” a script based on life of 
Ponce de Leon, Spanish explorer. 

Lt. James O'Shea, son of E. K 
(Ted) O'Shea, eastern sales man- 
ager for Metro, assigned to a Louis- 
ville air base following 18 months’ 
overseas duty. 

Leonard Lyons says taint so; he’s 
one columnist who could see his 
children more at dinner, before he 
went out on the nitery beat, under 
the old, B.C. ‘(before curfew) sked. 
_ Union Dime Savings Bank, N.Y., 
4 seeking whereabouts of Dave 

fhite to adjust inactive account in 
his name. When last heard from 
actor was 


a ing in dance act 
with Billie om. . 


Producer Felix Brentano in auto 
accident Saturday night when an- 
other car hit him from behind in 
midtown. Not seriously hurt but it 
slows that producer's preparation on 
“Mr, Strauss Goes to Boston.” 


Hollywood 


Alan Ladd laid up with bronchitis. 

Blake McVeigh bedded with strep 
throat. 

_Betty Hutton vacationing at Phoe- 
nix, Ariz. 

Marie Blake, 
pneumonia. 

_ Harry Mines joined Mutual's pub- 
licity staff. 

Jack Carson classified 1A by his 


draft board. 
Foster laid 





hospitalized with 


Susanna 
throat treuble. 
George E. Stone soaking up sun 

at Palm Springs. 
Henry Travers celebrating his 45th 

year as an actor. 
Roy Rogers registered on Uncle 

Sam's 1-A raster. 
in town for 


William F., Rogers 

etro sales huddles. 

Harry Bourne elected president of 
Monogram Studio Club. 

Dick Rosson, Metro director, re- 
covering from surgery. . 
Masquers Club its 100th 
weekend pyr for servicemen. 
Zachary tt’s illness halted start 
of “Danger Signal” at Warners. 
_ Major Richard Bong, ace flyer, 
signing autographs for film folks. 
Cary Grant and Hutton 
announced their second separation. 
Diana Lynn to New York in May 
for three weeks at the Paramount. 
Lindsley Parsons and James S. 
Burkett to Mexico City on business. 
Vivien Austin, contractee at Uni- 
vernal since 1942, checking off the 
heat tne murnes from southern 
homea Cite at wound up in Okla- 
i... mm returned for a rest 
ou ° 

) med ane t the Red Cross blood 
oo Shields; of Cinema Artists 
orp., im town for huddles with 
Gary Cooper. 

Clarke Ramsa y, Studio advertis- 

his 


up with 


ing manager at Uni 
A physical. iad 
transieteae’ Connor and Dave Rose 


from the Army hospita! 


on the occasion of com- | 


Virginia Yates, publicity 
for Andrew Stone, shifting to Warn- 
ers’ magazine department. 

Emilio Santander, Mexican film 
producer, in town to seek releases 
for a series of gaucho films. 

Mrs. William Goetz christened the 
cargo ship, Amherst, with Claudette 
Colbert as: matron-of-honor. 

Mary Pickford entertained 
wounded veterans from Santa Ana 
hospital at her home, Pickfair. 

Leslie Fenton, away from the 
screen 10 years, is acting in “Pardon 
My Past,” as well as directing. 

Gladys George in town recuper- 
ating from illness contracted while 
on the road with “Blithe Spirit.” 

Fred MacMurray bought the Le- 
land Hayward home in 1-Air ‘and 
is selling his own Brentwood house. 

Sonny Tufts, guest of honor at 


| launching of S.S. Tufts Victory ship, 





named after the college founded by 
his great-grandfather. 

Charlotte Cleary, director of dra- 
matics at Occidental College, moved 
into Paramount's talent department 
to develop young players. 

Capt. raned Szold, honorably 
discharged after four years in the 
Army, returned to pictures as dialog 
director on Columbia's “Rhythm 


Roundup.” 
London 


Harry Foster reelected prexy of 
the Agents’ Association. 
David Marks seriously ill 
(Lord Vivian) back 


given bleod transfusions. 

Tony Vivian 
in harness after four months’ illness. 

Band leader «Maurice Winnick 
married in London, Feb. 15, to 
Margo Hunter. 

Forsythe, Seamon and Farrell in 
Burma for eight weeks, have ex- 
tended stay to 14 weeks. 

Ronnie Blackie, who is leaving 
the Tucker Agency, is opening on 
his own and taken offices in Shaftes- 
bury Avenue. 

After passing dividends for nine 

years, British & Dominions Film 
Corp. announce a payment of 7%% 
to stockholders. 
_ “La Guerra Gaucha,” 
in Buenos Aijres, being b t 
over here by Gina Arbib for British 
release. Will be “dubbed.” 

_ Michael Rennie, who made his 
first picture for Gainsborough Films, 
“rll Be Your Sweetheart,” given 
longterm contract. Was recently dis- 
charged from Royal Air Force. 

The new Leslie Henson musical 
will be titled “Henson’s Gaieties.” 
Othérs in the cast include Hermione 
Baddeley, Prudence Hyman, Walter 
Crisham, Graham Payn, Carroll Gib- 
bons and band. Show goes into the 
Winter Garden when ready. 


Chicago 

Buddy Lester opens at the Latin 
Quarter, Detroit, March 14. 

Jack Hess appointed head of the 
Variety Club publicity committee. 

Herb Wheeler, Warner Bros. the- 
atres district manager, off to Palm 
Beach for a resi. 

Willie Howard and Al Kelly, his 
double-talk man, open at the 5100 
Club March 16. 

Nate Platt, Balaban Katz pro- 
duction chief. off to Florida and 
Cuba for vacation. 

_ Philip Ober now playing the lead- 
ing role opposite Ruth rdon in 
“Over 21” at the Studebaker theatre. 

Moss Hart, with full black beard, 
stopped off on way overseas to play 
his own “The Man Who Came to 
Dinner.” 

Members of the Chicago Moving 
Picture Operators’ Union, Local 110, 
are each donating a day's pay to the 
Red Cross. 





and 








Mexico City 


By Deuglas L. Grahame 


George Brent vacationing at 
Acapulco. 

Orson Welles and frau, Rita Hay- 
worth, visiting. . 


Cine Palacio, Agua Caliente’s City, 
destroyed by fire. 

Salvador Ochoa, pianist, 
U.S. for concert dates. . 

Dolores del Rio laying off pic 
work for eight months. 

Cine Rex has resumed as a first 
run house after extensive facelifting. 

Fernando Cortes has graduated 
from pic actor to director. He starts 
his first soon, “Love Drives Us 
Crezy,” for Films Mundiales. 

Leopolde Ortin, veteran comic, has 


to the 


film made | 


airector | 


with | 


| 


recitals at the Palace of Fine Arts 
| ‘National theatre) and featured on 
|; weekly “Hurrah for Liberty” pro- 
gram at XEOY (‘Radio Mil). 
Washi 

Variety Cl D, n conformity ith 
| the curfew law, no closes at ad- 
night 

Capitol theatre came out No. 1 
in the March of Dimes. Collections | 
totaled $26,006. 

National Symphony orchestra in 
}its drive for a $150,000 sustaining 


| of 








fund, expects to reach the goal, Fri- 

day (9), 

Lana Turner, here for the opening 
“Keep Your Powder Dry.” mei 

the critics Monday (5) at the Shore- 

ham. hotel. 


Catholic University expects to do! 


“Peer Gynt” in April. Seaman Gene 
Kelly, now at Anacostia, may take 
the Jeading role. 

Meredith Howard, regional di- 
rector for the American Red Cross, 
will ask the “Student Prince” com- 
pany to give a matinee fo: 
tated wounded veterans. 


By Jee Hausen 

20th-Fox opened branch office in 
Cape Town with Mack S. Mosselson 
in charge. ° 

African theatres staging Daphne 
du Maurier’s “Rebecca” at Alhambra 
theatre, Cape Town, with local 
talent. 

Sentence of 10 years hard labor 
handed out to cleaner who set fire 


to Astoria Cinema as revenge for 
his dismissal. Theatre was gutted. 


A. A. Lowe, general manager of 
United Artists in S. Africa returned 
to Johannesburg after visit to Mid- 
dle East, where he opened new U.A. 
offices in Cairo, Algiers and Pal- 
estine. 

Capt. J. H. Stodel, Cape Town 
branch manager for African Con- 
solidated Theatres, promoted to 
local director. Will continue to man- 
age Cape Town office of Schlesinger 
interests. 

Deputation from local 





churches 


| protested to mayor of Cape Town at 


growth of Sunday entertainment. 
Squawk caused by series of recent 
concerts in aid of Gifts and Com- 
forts Fund, and may result in com- 
plete ban on Sunday charity shows. 


Wavy Program 


Centinued from page 4 


and other talent routed their way 
occasionally by the Army. 

Its known that a high-ranking 
acmiral went out to the Pacific re- 
cently, to receive plenty of gripes 
about lack of entertainment. On in- 
vestigation he found there was no 
equivalent of Army Special Services 
to get entertainment for the Navy. 
New program is believed to be re- 
sult of this trip. It is known that 
Secretary of the Navy Forrestal and 
Admiral Nimitz are in favor of the 
program. 




















New Setup 

Couple of months ago the Navy set 
up a Naval Liaison Unit at 25 W. 
45th street, New York, in offices of 
Army Special Services, to maintain 
liaison between the Navy and Spe- 
cial Services for two reasons: ‘a) to 
distribute USO-Camp Shows enter- 
tainment to Navy installations, and 
(b) to prepare self-entertainment 
material for naval personnel. Lt. 
Harold Gross, one-time promctional 
head of the Butterfield circuit, in 
Michigan, is officer in charge. Lt. 
(j.g.) E. M. Blood is exec assistant. 
Lt. ‘j.2.) Tom Ewell, former Broac- 
way legit actor; Lt. ‘j.g.) Joshua 
Meyers, C.G., and two enlisted per- 
sonnel complete the present staff. 

Word, however, is being awaited 
from Washington for an expanded 
program embracing a complement 
of about 40 people in New York, 
similar to the Army’s setup. Person- 
nel would include show biz figures 
now in the Navy (enlisted men and 
officers), to include writers, actors, 
composers, designers, etc. Seiup 
would work with Army Special Serv- 
ices to avoid duplication, utilizing 
same material where feasible. Com- 
plement would also include groups 


rehabili- | 





Literati 











Busy Louis Sobol ,N.ven Busceh’s novel, “They Dream 
A bond promotion idea for the 7th | Of Home,” for distribution in France. 
War Loan, which Hearst ballyhoo Viola Brothers Shore teaching a 
}exec Paul MacNamcra gave Louis/class in sort siory writing at the 
Sobol, was executed by the latter. | People’s Educational Centre, Holly- 
He got the .op byliners like Win- | wood 
chell, De« w Pearson, H. I. Phillips, DPo.othy B. Hughes closed a deal 
Dan Parker, Earl Wilson, George | ¢o- ;. srint of three of her novels by 
Dixon, Louella O. Parsons, Leonard 1.s0on & Watson, British pub- 
| Lyons, Doro:hy Kilgailen, Ed Sul- | jichers. 
_ Men Vhawiura ar — 
ivan, Elsa Maxwell, Damon Runy00 | “jean tershot signed to write two 
Ns OC ot arens vor.es annually 
uehnh co.ncidentally plug 1 j : : a 
Loan and fingerpoint at = e . RB ae eer 
. * E co € lk \ Comp: ¢ ] 
anding chiselers who yuLy ; 
and cash the bonds pronte, The First two war correspondents Vv he 
siories are to e spotted in the na- file date ed stories trom Be rlin and 
tional mags, paid for at usual rate Tokyo will get a jeep, the Studebake1 
but the main idea is the buildup fo: told the Overseas Press Club 
buying more war bonds. Sobol ha ourth annual dinner last 
yet to hear from Pegler and Hedda y A. Wailace’s new book, “60 
Hopper, but exvects to do so. Millien Jabs,” eins’ published 
While on his Florida vacation, the | joinily by Reynal & Hitchcock and 
N. Y¥. Journal-American columnist | Simon & Schusi.c. R. & Wi. and 
finistied his piece on John W!) berg | S. & S. \-all joindly publish the cloth- 
for the Satevepos. and “Johony One | bound $2 edition, and S. & S. will 
Note” for Cosmopolitan. Laticer has | publish the paper-bound $1 edition 
to do with those who write « one- | simultaneously, following the pub- 
hit play, song, book, sports success, | lishing plan used on “One World” 
etc. by Wendell Willkie. 
ele Ho Roy Rene, nov, “mo” of Tivoli 
Hi Ph ips’ Latest aude circuit in Aus<calia, is writ- 
Hi Phillips’ book, “Private Pur- | ing his memoirs, to be puolished in 
|key’s Private Peace,” telling the | Max Harris’ “Angry Penguins 
story of the fame that comes to a | Magazine. Comic is well known io 
group of GIs who draw up a “GI | English and U. S. headliners who 


| 





——- 


Blueprint for Peace,” crash a peace 
conference, get tossed out, but be- 
come world celebrities through the 
exploit, will be published by Put- 
nam’s in April. The boys wind up| 
touring the homefront in a drive to 
keep the Congress and the people 
from backsliding on the peace objec- 
tives. 

Their slogan i: “The world cannot 
live half man and half rat!” which 
sums it all up. 

Phillips is the N. Y. Sun column- 


| ist. 


Peg’s Tallahassee Victery 


Controversy over Westbrook Peg- 
ler’s column carried in Tallahassee, | 
Fia., Demecrat led sheet recently to! 
have a poll‘on its continuance. Bal- | 
lots were printed, event was covered | 
like a political event, even te 
“election” bulletins on final day. Peg; 
won out with 637 pro votes as against | 
551 antis, or 1,188 votes cast out of | 
sheet’s total circulation of 7,000. 

Poll, it's claimed, caused more at- 
tention ‘and votes) than the local 


played Aussie circuii. 

Saturday Review of Liierature 
this week publishes a review of Ea:l 
Wilson's “I'm Gazing Into My 8-Bali” 
by Abel Green (“Variety”), which 


‘the N. Y. Times had requested writ- 
| ten o1 iginally but then’ decided that 


the “Varietyese” treatment of the 


| Wilson book was .“teo hot.” SRL in- 


stead is publishing the review as a 
sample of contemporaneous Ameri- 
cana. 





i 





“Woulez-Vous”” | 


teon.ineed from page | ae 


in vaults and dusted them off when 
the Allies came in. 

Among the most popular of the 
pictures is “Mr. Deeds Goes to 
Town,” retitled “The Extravagant 
Mr. Deeds.” Another hitting huge 
grosses is Charlie Chaplin’s reissue 
of “The Gold Rush.” They're anx- 


| iously awaiting his “Dictater,” while 
jothers now on display include “No 


: |'No Nannette,” “Held Back the 
— | Dawn,” a reissue of “In Old Chi- 
cago.” “Moontide,” “Sun Valley 


Upheid N. ¥. Times Ad Rejection 

Holding that the press has a right 
to reject advertising which it thinks 
discriminatory, Justice William H. 
Murray of New York Supreme Court 
Thursday (1) dismissed an action 
brought by Cainp of the Pines. Inc., 
against N. Y. Times for turning down 
a camp ad. 

Times had refused to print words 
“selected clientele” in the camp's ad, | 
so dropped it. Justice Murray held 
the words to be a “cloak, an indirect 
means to hide discrimination. .. Such 
words connote in the public mind 
that colored persons, Jews and 


| 











to go out into the field and set up | 
self-entertainment units among gobs | 


in all areas. Program embraces a 
wide range—gob shows, small units 


for visiting ships, material for self- | 


entertainment by small groups, such 
as skits, blackouts, quiz shows and 
hokum melodramas. 





others need not apply for accom- 
modation.” 


Anether Wellesian Scare? 


The Hearst people decided that} 
one Orson Welles scare in a decade 
was enough so it scrapped a scare-| 
head promotional piece which Paul | 
MacNamara had cooked up. It was a} 
replica of the N.Y. Journal. | 
American, datelined March 1, 1970, 
with “World War III, Quit or Die—| 
German Ultimatum” as the scarehead | 
headline. A subheadline was “Giant | 
Rocket Attack Razing*New York} 
City.” It was to be spread around | 
the N. Y. City bars, restaurants. sub- 
ways, etc.. the day the March Cosmo- 
politan, containing Paul Gallico’s 
story on the “Rockets in World 
War LI,” came out. 

MacNamara was bringing a proof | 
uptown on the subway, after it had 
been set up at the Journal-American 
plant downtown, and whether by 
accident 
motion exec opened the paper 
people in the car could read it. 
practically started a riot, and the 
Cosmo eds seized upon that cue to 
scrap the whole ballyhoo idea. 


CHATTER 
Louise La Planche authoring an 
article for Television magazine. 
Robert O'Brien, of San Francisco 
Chronicle, prowling Holly wood 





so 


| studios for column material. 


‘ Moen] 


| Darryl Zanuck wrote an article 
| titled “Free Speech and the Silver 
Screen” for the Free World mag. 

Downer ot *« trer Pmt ane 


| transportation, 
|} tions suffered by the people, give 


or design the Hearst pro-,) 


' ' 
od of the world. 


feorenade,” 
Vichy, and 
iilms. 

The French are accepting them as 
the latest American product, accord- 
ing to Hershey, forgetting they are 
four years old. Parisian reaction 
after seeing the pictures is one of 
surprise at American fashions. “La 
mode is so terrible,” they say, “they 
need us so badly.” Reaction will 
change onee the newer crop comes 
in. 

GI's in the town get a better break. 
They're fed the latest American 
product at their canteens, and while 
there is a plethora of amusements 
lor them, iney siiili have time to 
cook up their own entertainments 


which came up from 
some Laurel & Hardy 


Foremost is the showing «~ ‘ 
Zee, Com Zaa,” a GI effort by 
troops in French communica.ions 


zone. Title is based on abbfeviation 
for Communications Zone (Com. Z.). 
It's proving extremely popular with 
soldiers stationed in Paris. 
American soldiers will probably 
leave their imprint on the French 
language, said Hershey. The French 
femmes who dance at the GI service 
centers catch on the jive talk quick- 
ly. Terms like “Voulez-vous cut a 
rug” are becoming part of the 
French vocabulary. . 
However, the old spirit of the city 
gone. Lack of heat, paucity of 
curfew and priva- 


is 


those familiar with the Paris of old 
the feeling that one of our cities is 
missing, said Hershey. 

It'll take a long time to get around 
to the old gaiety which made Paris 
the cultural and intellectual center 
But with liberation, 

-tart has been made. The tegit the- 
|atre which, under the Nazi occuna- 
tion, survived by presenting esca,*st 

| drama, which didnt pose problems 
|for the Gestapo ccnsors, is begin- 
| ning again. Such pleys as “Anti- 
| gone.” an old Greek play, rewritten 
| for modern dress, so that political 
aspects are applicable today. is “«t- 
ting huge audiences. The Chan- 
soniers ‘political cabarets) are do- 
ing big business, and politieal de- 
| bates are on again. The future of 
| Perix looke br’#** 
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